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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

storic District contains some thirty key
res of panticular histor.ic and architecturalstrict remains within the original campus
State Street,and by North University,
. Since the compìetion of .its firsi four

cenrrat campus Hisroric Disrricr sriil .n.orfull::'?f,:'o;;3i:11'T;r'ä:3ffii:'nlTlrtl?
the UniversÍty.

The ârchitectural diversity of the.Centra'l.CampUs .reflects the stylistic preferences ofa number of maior architects. Perhaps the'most proruineint wai nlUärt ruñni il,ã
llniyqftity-Supervising Architect from 1920 to 1925 and the designer of ten key campusbuildings ìocated within the District. The classically derived-designr òi rãin
and other architects such as Smith, Hinchman and Gryl'li, Spier and.Róhnr; anA
Donaldson and Meier distinguish thá northein iwo-thìnds of'the Distrió1,'*Àãr.u.
the contrastifg Gothic tastes of York and Sawyer dominate the southern iector.
Pgtpite notable simi'larities between some of the buildings design"ã oy rãñn, ü¡eDistrict as a whole exhibits a varÌety of styles, sizes,"shapesl colois,anà'teitures.
which adds to its unique visual appeal ,:

n spàce has been shaped by two major
arge open area which defines the core of
ends one quarter mile from the Graduate
ost District buildings are located along
ditional,structures surround the central

trict have been influenced by significant
ar 0nè and .World.t^lar Two. During the
he two to four story scale of the

fü.',iJ'r,l' T,1, ;J.'#, iii.'-l^ïä¿tor, * r i e s . rh e
sed enrollment by cons.truc.ting severaltall eight to ten story structures.

A nunber of buildings, notably Chemistry, Economics, East Engineering, Museums,
Graduate Library, and the Presidentrs Housê, have undergone-alteratións due tó
renovation or.expansion. Most, however, retain their original character, and, as a
whole, the Cêilträl Campus Históric oistiict pròvides,a silniiicant visual record of
the architectural history and physical growth of a major public university.

(conti nued)
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t presidential resident, but also aity deveTopment. Duriné his eleven
.ngyished faculty from across the country,
ci I ities, and establ ished a sci'ence_
classics-dominated programs advocated by
9 (+.l2), designed Uy n. H. Jordan of
's progressive educâtional views. The
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George D. Mason and Albert Kahn of Detrojt'

Form No. 1O-3O0a

r 840

1901-1910 t¡lest En

a

Presi dent's House (+

on, assume
of numero

nsp ra
the fi rst
execution, shuttered
central bel vedere.
are survivals of the

with raised
R'ichardsoni a

rectangul ar

ì neeri n Buìldin

A Chronological List of Build'ings Contributing
to lfre Character of the District

d
u

, builder: of Greek Revival
rance i n the 1860s fol l ow'ing

Position features stucco

?ì ;.ii3.i.!' B3;î.';:l,i l,l^
origina1 Classical design.

I 856

I 894 Ta an Hal I
arc cts;

ì I I 'i am C. Rohns of Detroi t 'o storv rust brick structure
ñd ..nirul SYrian arch in the
roof is distingu'ished bY four

(#16 ) ,

a vaulted central arch
i lastered wi ngs. Serv

p
'l
laced at the 'inters

as the southeast en
ion of the bui I di ng 's two

ng trance to the Di agonal l^Jal kway '
the "En
Aredt

in'Arch" is framed
1e hipped roof di s ti ngui shed

on the campus
by dormers and an ove

side bY two coPP er domed cuPol as.
g
'i rhangi ng eaves

I ï ne caPs the th ree and one half storY reddish-brown brick bui lding.

c S; oertz an ns, contractors: i votaap
ect

1 L-shaPe d bui l di ng w'i th

p

I 904 Natural Re sources Bui ldi
ros. , con ractor: a

n east facade.

a rock-faced masonrY base t
coursed greY bri ck. Hi ghl i
a pedimeñted roof line and

f rieze. Contrast'ing Pa'le b
further interest to the ma'i

(cont'inued)
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I 909

t9t0

l9t 4

rl¡

Chem'ist Buildin (#l¡, Fred L. Smith, Theodore H. Hinchman, and H. J.
ry so troi t, archi tects ; H. I . Vanderhorst, contractor:

ry buff brick block with two 'inner light courtso this
icago windows on the central bays, brick pilasters on
s, and a crowning ornamental cornice supported by
'ingu'ished bri ck addi ti on was desi gned by L. C. K'ingscott
S48 Uy Bryant and Detw'iler (#7a).

e

a decorative band of tapestry brick and tilework and a richly ornnrnented
entablature with copper cornice work and a terra cotta frieze. A wide
p'laza and staircase to the south and a circular entrance drîve to the east
form the prìncìpal approaches to the.building.

Key Office (Substation) (#A¡, Smith, Hinchman and Grylls, architects; Jas.
ffintractor:aonestoryrectangu1arpaintedbrickstructurewith
a h'ipped monitor roof. Maior additions were built in 1930 and 1957.

l9l 5 Natural Sc'ience Bui I di n (#6), Albert Kahn, architect; Erwin and Le'ighton,
ry maroon brick bu'ilding des'igned 'in the unit system
distinguished by bands of tapestry brickwork and

an abundance of window space.

basi cal'ly a four sto
bui I di ng features Ch

the top three storie
brackets. An undi st
and constructed in l

Museum of Art (A1 umni Memorj al Hal I )
j't-êTer oîEUroit, architects; Koch B

of Beaux Arts Classicism are evident
of the main facade and in the Paired
block. The yellow sandstone massing
fenestration. A full entablature, p

the building and two sculpted wreath
the porti co.

Hi I I Audi tori um

of New York, con
eng'ineer; J . L.
building with a

col umns separati
all within a sto

(#+¡, Albert Kahn and Ernest Wilby, architects; Hugh Tallant
sulting acoust'ical engineer; John T. N. Hoyt, chief structural
Stuart, contractor: a three story reddjsh-brown brick
dominant south facade h'ighlighted by four large Doric
ng five entrances with large mullioned windows above each,
ne enframement. The s'implicity of the design is relieved by

(#Z+1, John M. Donaldson and hjalter R.
ros., contractor: stylistic elements
in the sym'netrical five-part composition
Dori c col umns of the central porti co

is characterized by a marked absence of
laced below the actual roof line, encircles
s ornament the extended roof I i ne above

apes---rectangular, Pointed arch,
mneys, gabled dormers, and, on the

contrac rs: a ree sto
of concrete construction,

Martha Cook Residence (#20¡, Edward P. Yor
orge u ê1, contractor; Samuel Parso

one half story, L-sNew York: a three and
in garden wal1 bond maroon brick with ston
The facades exhibit a variety of window sh
and bay. Roof lines are punctuated by chi

l9l5

(cont'inued )
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west facade, two towers topped by emb

of Shakespearers Merchant of Venice
of the main north aca

Harlan Hatcher Graduate Libra (General L'ibrary) (+19), Albert Kahn and
rnes arc cts; e Brack,contractor: a fou r story

amental
reddì sh-

attlements. A statue of Portìa, heroine
crowns the elaborate Gothic arch portal

1920

1923

1923

c0mpo
vari e

t

brown brick structure with a red tile hipped roof. An orn entabl ature
sed of an elaborate copper cornice, a tapestry brick frieze, and a
ty of terra cotta trims, dom'inates the exterior decor. Large

rectang ular windows, many topped by decorative metal pane'ls, fenestrate
the facades. A wide entrance sta'ir and a row of academic medallions placed
above the first story windows further distinguish the main north facade.
The structure designed by Kahn and W'i1by encompassed fire proof stacks
constructed in 1883; other stacks were added in 1957 and 

.l970 (#lga).
Horizontal bands composed of concrete, red brick, and ribbon wìndows counter
the vertical thrust of the most recently completed eight story addition which
also features supporting pilotis.

(#t a ¡ , Al bert Kahn , archi tect ;
two story rectangu'lar I imestone

block fronted by a wide stair and balustraded plaza. The Corinthian
three-arch arcade of the main south facade encloses an elegantly t'iled
logg'ia and a pedimented entrance with bronze doors. A prom'inent ornamental
corn'ice surrounds the structure. Two winged rel'iefs are ìncorporated into
the otherwìse p'lain frieze which bears the inscription, "Wìlliam L. Clements
Library." The flankÍng bays a'lso contain inscriptions p'laced directly above the
cl assi cal ly framed wi ndows .

East Engineering Building (+tS¡, SmitH, H'inchman and Gryl1s, arch'itects;
actor: a four story reddish-brown brick

building of Neo-Classical inspiration. Corinthian brick piìasters delimit
the windows, and the full ornamental entablature features terra cotta
molding and a tapestry brick frieze. Doric stone iambs frame the doors of the
mai n west entrance. Ori gi na'l 'ly U-shaped i n pl an , a 1947 addi ti on added an

extra wing to the south.

1923-1930 School of Educati on Bu'i I di n (#28), Un'i vers i Hi h School
am e lt ows, an 0 n am n

a 'itects; H. G. Christman Co., contractor; University Eìementary School
(1930), t,rlilliam G. Malcomson and l,rJill'iam C. Hilginbotham of Detro'it,
architects; Spence Bros., contractor: this maroon brick quadrangular

(conti nued )

r
(1e24) ,
Chi cago,



Form No. lO-3OOa
(Rev.1o-74)

UNITL,D STATES DEPARI'Mh,NT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLI,CES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 P¡CE 5

complex features an irregular roof line, stone stringcourses:.brick pilasters'
and an inner courtyard. -hlindow treatment varies from stone l'intels with
Uiict voussojrs to ornamental architraves composed of brick and stone
pijãrt..i and decorative tilework. Large Gothic windows and pinnacled
buttresses highl'ight the north end of the west facade.

Randal I Laborato for P 'i cs (East Phys'ics Building) (#13), Albert Kahn,

arc c vers c gan Bui 'ldi ng and Grounds Department, contrac tor:
designed in an L-sha ped p

bri ck
lan w'ith four stories above grade, three below, and

an enti re two story I aboratory d with'in the main

bui ì d'ing. Classical influences are
corni ce a nd in the Doric brick P ilasters which articulate the top three
stories. HeavY stone bandcourse s and decorative panels contrast with the
bu'ilding's predominantly reddish browh brick compos i ti on.

1924 Angell Hall (#23), Albert Kahn, architect; University_of M'ichigan Build'ing and

G¡õunî-s Department, contractor; P'itkin and Mott of Cleveland, landscape
ã..fitects': the imposing State Street facade forms the physjcal frontispÌece
for the original campus square. A good example of the Neo-Classical
Revival Styie, the fôur story limestone and brick edifice is topped by a

central fiîth story observatóry. The composition focuses on the massive
central port'ico wiih eight Doric columns which support a triglyph and

metope fi"ieze. The friéze, with its crowning ornamental cornice, encircles.
the äntire structure. A sécondary ornamenta'l cornice caps the portìco block
and bears the fol'lowíng inscription from the Ordinance of 1787:

Rel j g'ion , moral i ty , and knowl edge be'ing necessqry to good

government and thâ happiness of mankind, schools and means

óf education shall forever be encouraged.

The secondary frieze features sculptura'l details of various academic motifs.
The flanking wìngs, thirteen bays iong, are articulated by Doric p'ilasters.' 

-
which extenð to lfré base of the entabiature, and by decorative metal spandrels.
Th" r.u. east facade, never completed, is still faced w'ith brick.

1924

1924-1933 The Law Quad¡angle (+ZS¡, York and Sawyer, architects Starret Bros. and

completely enclose
visible in both the ornamenta'l coPPer

The 
.l924 Lawyers' Club (#ZSa)

e courtyard side and a

Jãnres -Bai rd
osing

Comp
Gothan imp

and ch

any, contractors; Pi tki n and Mott, I andscape arch'itects:
ic Revival comp I ex faci ng a central, tree shaded courtYa rd

aracteri zed by rock-faced gran ite a nd limestone facades, slate roofs,
gables, dormers, stringcourses, and quoinwork.

i a wi th ti mbered cei 'l 'i ngs on thfeatures a Ïogg
sem'i-detached d

( conti n ued )

ìning hall in a Goth'ic chapel sty'le. The L-shape d John Potter
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main west
col umns framed bY

facade of the V-shaPed
ai red Dori c b

P
r1

lan features four
ckp ilasters. A s

d inner courtyard.

C. Little Sc ience Buildin (East Medi cal ) (+o¡ 
' Albert Kahn, architect;

n vers 9an u n9 and Grounds DePartment, contractor: a

four storY reddish-brown bri ck bui I di ng w'ith stone ba se and trim. The

eads of famous Ame rican naturalists
Architects Col lecti ve bu'il t a four s

hi ghl 'ight the f acades .

tory brick addition to

aged Ionic stone
lar motif, emP I oyi ng

the east.

eng
imi

two Ion'ic stone P ¡ asters, hi both the north and east facades. 0ther

cl assi cal deta'il s i ncl ude the rick pilaster articulation of the wi ndows ,

and the ornamenta I corni ce and fri eze.

1928 The Alexande r G. Ruthven Mu seums Bui I di n (#lo), Al bert Kahn , arch'i tect;
Li ttl e

ence ros. , con a r: as I y more eì egant version of the C. C.

design. The maior di fference occurs on the Muse ums' main north facade, the

short end of the V -shaped p1 an, whi ch features an orname ntal stone entrance

bl ock accented bY two dark stone Pumas,by two lonic engag ed col umns ' and bY

an inscrjbed quota tion from Louis Ag ass'iz. Carved stone reliefs of the
In 1964, the

p

1 ghl i ghts
Doric b

h

1928 Archi tecture and Desi n Buildin (#27), Em'i I Lorch and Associ ates '
a er ons ru on ompany, contractor: an L-shaPed bu i 1d'in9

executed i n ma roon bri ck and stone w'ith a slate roof. The three and four

story wìn
whi ch 'inc

gs
ludes both trabeate

are dominated bY a central s'ix storY tower. The fenestration,
d and round arch wi ndow enframements, is

h'ighl i ghted bY ei ther decorated metal architraves or ed stone

stri ngcourses. Ornamental shields, medal I i ons, and b pi I asters

arti cul ate the facades.

Mi chi gan Leag ue and LYdia Mendelssohn Theater ( l,lomen's League Buildin s)

en

'loop

ri ck

(

1929

conti nued)
rV ng 0 cago, archi tects; Loveri ng
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and Longbotham, contractors: a three story reddish brick and stone bui'lding
ãìitiñgúìir'ã¿ 6V a gabled slate roof, roof dormers, stone stringcourses,
á;ã-iäËg. iorn¿ arcñ windows w'ith sta'ined glass panels.and ogee transoms.

The maiñ west entrance block features stone ornamentation on the front
unã oii.l *indows on the sides. Entrance drives serve both the north

and south side doors"

I 936
lbert Kahn,
epartment,
e'lfry, clock,
articulated bY

Cooley Fountain
urton Tower.
er sculpture

I 938

(#3) , A

ounds D

contractor: an eleven storY - bY a b

smooth I imestone facades are
lar windows. The Thomas M'

rea across the street from B

arl M'illes in 1940, the coPP

Pl aY'i ng w'i th hi s ch i I dren '

Horace H. Rackham Buildin (#l ) , Smith, Hi nchman and GrYl I s, archi tects ;

0 con ractor; kin and Mott, landscaPe archi tects: a

cl assi cal ly influenced Art Deco structure promlnen t1y s'ituated at the north

end of the CamP us Mal I . The sYnrnetri cal geometri c desi gn features a copper

corni ce, h'ipped roof , and a monumental sta'ircase aPProach. The centralcopper
I ar blo

reliefs which Po rtray vari ousrectangu ck whi ch domi nates the sition is fenestr

aca
g

d
e rectangu
em'ic disci

lar windows and highlig
pl i nes . Three massi ve bronze

v
and glass doors P rovi de accesslar

to the 'i nteri or.

Haven Hal I (#zz
B-r1:..van-lãñTffi oetw
and concrete bu
compl ex from th
1 obby known as

1957 Unde raduate Libra (+tt ¡
pence ros. , contrac

porce'l ain and c'lear gla
facades.

compo
hted b

ated by five

1952

Pharma Buildin
r u n

) , Mason Hal I (#zza), Smi th , Hi nchman and Gryl I s , archi tects ;

i íer, c¡nflraõtôri t ' á compl áx of undi sti ngui shed red bri ck
'ildjñgs connected on the west to Angell Háll. Access to the
. Oìäõónái ii¿. 'is prov'ided by a oné story g'lass-fronted
"The Fish Bowl."

, Albert Kahn Associates of Detroit, arch'itects;
á ie¿ brick block wìth varying patterns of blue
ãnels on the north, southwest, and southeast

r:
ss p

Building. The ma

g

1

rubbled cement fin

( cont'i nued )

I 960
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I 963 sics and Astron Buildin (+t+¡, Albert Kahn Associates, arch'itects:
nd concrete comPlex comp osed of one twoan -s ape re r ,s ,a

story win and one ten story block. The first two floors of the south
wing cons st of one level of glass curta'in wall and another of brick
fenes trate d by thin verti cal openings. The ten storY

w'i ndows and hori zontal bri ck
north block

features vertical ribbon stri ngcourses .

c
g

i

1971 Modern Lan ua es Bui ldin
urs ry rec ngu ar

hori zontal bands of red br

No nconforminq Intrusions

227 Thayer (#29)z
arched wi ows, an

(#2) , Al bert Kahn As socì ates , arch i tects :

iaing with facades dominated by alternating
ick, concrete, and ribbon windows.

a

u

a two story red brick res'idence with a hipped roof, round
d a one story wood Porch.
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Revised List of Non-conformi nq Intrusions

Bui I di ng #2 - Modern Languages Bui I di ng

Bu'i I di ng #14 - Phys i cs and Astronomy Bu'i I di ng

Bui I d'ing #l 7 - Undergraduate Li brary

Bui t d'i ng #29 - 227 ThaYer

Note: Intrusion is here defined as a structure that does not contribute to the

historic character of the D'istrict. It does not.necessarily.impl,y any

¡uãõãr.ñt-ói iñ.-arãhi tectural qua'li ty of the bu'i'ldi ngs so I i sted.
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cti onal chemi s try 1 aboratory ' and f 9'l 1 ow'i ng

ry's finest and largest facilities'c
ucture has been extensive'ly remodeled
t.
ed the presidency, Mìch'igan had achieved
er educàtion and, with Harvard' was one

nt for the next thirtY-five Years'

Although begun in 1901, delays prevented West Engine-erilg':.completjon until,19.l0'
ôurïñö"ir,ãi"iirà, ráñní¡ pu1ingi", George D. Masoñ of Deffo'it, withdrew from the

commission and Kahn finished üre'prójeói alone. The Engineering Building represented

ped pl an wi th a central archway was 
.

äte¿' uui I di ng housed the ent'ire Eng'i neeri ng

research tañt located 'in the basement of
the north w'ing.

In 1910 the Detro'it firm of Smith'
many campus comm'issions, the buff b

Oonäldson and Meier, another noted
l,rl j th i ts pa'ired sandstone pi l l ars '
design reïlects the influence of l'
some architectural training. The H

a memori al to the Uni vers'i ty ' s Ci v'i
among them the storage of the.Un'ive
Museúm of Art 'in ]946, the building
'incl udes works bY Whi stl er, Rodi n ,

( conti nued )
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des'ign which contrasted sharply with the classicalty influenced styles Previgu!1y
domiñant on campus. Nonetheìess, the combined talents of architects York and Sawyer,
iãn¿iàâp. árchilect Samuel Parsoñs, and contractor George A. Fuller, al1 of New York,
made Mai^tha Cook one of the arch'itectural h'ighlights on campus. At Cook's request
the building's attractive park-like setting incorporated the gardens of the Condon

residence, which former'ly occupied the site. The building itself, with its tracery
windows, garden wal'l bond maroon briçK,ald elaborate Gothic arch portal, reflects
English-Dómestic Gothic'inspiration"l5 (See photo #26, view 2.) The interior decor
taithtul'ly recreates period furn'ishings of scme of the great museums and mansions of
Europe. ]f¡e Red Room, for example, features butternut paneling, barreì vaulted.plaster
ceilings, Flemish tapestries, and furnishings modeled on orìg'inals from England's
Knole House and Aston Hall. A marble replica of the Venus de Jvlilo graces the long
vaulted gallery.(See Photo #26, vlew 3.) fhq dormitory rooms themselves contain
finishings of unusual richness and qual'ity. lb Although Cook's penchant for quality
resulted-in project donations totaling approx'imately $260,000, he was afraìd of
spoi'ling his'meñtal ìmage of the undertaking and therefore never inspected the completed
buì1d'ing.

The University's next major building project resumed the tendency toward classicaì'ly
insp'ired design. The General Library (+tO¡, another Kahn/Wilby/Clements project,
features an eiaborate tapestry brick and terra cotta entablature reminiscent of both
Hill and the Natural Science Building. Now known as the Harlan Hatcher Graduate
Library, the building'incorporates the fireproof stacks of the original'1883 library
and feäúures a striking second floor reference room designed by Ernest lnjilby.(See
photo # 19, view 2.) Highlights of the room include ceilings by the Dilorenzo studios
of New York and two murals by Gari Melchers,-Qrigina'lly painted for the Manufacturing
Bu'ilding at the 1893 Worlds Fair in Chicago.l/ A 1970 addition by Albert Kahn
Associates provides supp'lemental stack space, and the entire complex novv serves as

the core of the University l'ibrary system. Among its more significant speciaì col'lect1'ons
aie the Univers'ity Papyri- Collectìon- and the l-a¡ãdie Collectión of Radicàl Literature.lB

The year of the Graduate Library's completion,1920, was a s'ignificant one in
Univers'ity history. For the first time, the University of Mich'igan implemented a

comprehensive plan for campus development. The nevv program had two prime movers:
one was t^Jilliam Clements, who organ'ized a Conrnittee of Five in charge of building
detail and included Albert Kahn.as the Un'iversity's Supervising Architect; the other
was President Marion LeRoy Burton (1920-25), whose energetic leadersh'ip, beìief in
a dynamic, expanding University, and fiscal persuasiveness with the Mìchigan
Legislature, resulted in the biggest building boom 'in University history. Untjl
this time, University development had suffered from a lack cf architectural unity.
Because of the small amount of money available to the building program, campus
structures tended to be simp'le brick blocks relieved on'ly by bands of terra cotta

( conti n ued )



Form No 1O-3OOa
(Rev 1O-74)

UNITED STATES DL'PARl'ML,NT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTTR OF HISTORIC PTACES

INVENTORY .. NOMINATION FORM

ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 5

CONTI NUATION SHEET

azardly Preserved until
ace from which all
r , i ncreas i ng attent'i on

time Prev'ious, Albert Kahn

he còllaborated with
tural firm of Pitk'in and

space surrounded bY

owth 'in student
w capaci tY as
ssions which enabled

n.

egant UniversitY
r the work of McKim'
cture, vi ewed duri ng
jance to both McKim,

to a casino bY q.student
CaProla, ItalY'zt l¡lhatever

P1ä-arched loggia' and
iìenai s sance chaPel '

ish,ad.irectcontrasttothepredominantlybrick
construction of the earlier campús buirdings,_was the choice of donqr, c'lements'

who reasoned that limestone "ur'ïtãi'à 
,n,Ëtát and costly materi a1 '¿¿

accumulation of ear'lY
e finest of its kind in
eenth through the mi d-
t'i s h mi I j taiY and Po1 i ti cal
e main ninety bY fiftY

Di Lorenzo studios of
2.)

o be most remembered for his w

as the central , uni fYi ng camP
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ceilings, and Pitkin and Mott p'lanned the building's setting and monumenta 1 approach.2T

In 1924, the same year that. he compìete.d Ang

lãUoratóry for Phyiics (#ts¡, his third majo

õiãments änd Burtón. Kahn's position as the

The Quadrangle, completed in 1933, houses the University's prestig'ious-Law School.

As with the Martha cook Residence, wiìliam cook never sãw the Law comp'lex' even though

h.is total legacy represented a giit or over $.l6 mill'ion. Although the university
has received many gän.rorr g'ifti over the years, t^Jilliam Cook retains the

ãirtinctjon of Uä'iñg the inititutjon's 'largest single donor.

(conti nued)

and decorated in blue and

t the ends of which are
ats of arms of various
n a carved oak to the
of t'inted gl ass , bearì ng

rld, cast a soft light.rl



Form No 1O-3OOa
(Rev.1O-74)

UNITL,D STATL,S DL,PARI'MENT OF THE lNTtlRlOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PI.ACES
INVENTORY .. NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 7

Af ident Burton's death in 1925, the University
hi ew to a close. His successors' Cl

Al Ruthven (lgZg-Sl)' did not enioy t
ne for soliòiting siiable legislative t
tw rs, most new ðonstruction vvas priv however'

Bu prepared his last request-to lhe pt99::1d

bu wäre'funded; they were Emil Lorchr n9 \tzt ¡

an nlexañäði é. Ruihven Museums BuiI During

ifre fiscal year lgzs-ia, the Committee of Fi no 'longer

served as Superviiiñg-Á..tlitect, th. museum iversity
comm'issions ire completed before h'is death in 1942'

Again consult'ing with University staff memb

Múseums Bui I di ng i n a-fena'issance styl e h'ig
American naturalists.33 The V-shaped plan,
C . C. Li ttl e , prov'ides space for exhi bi t di
as research and i nstruct'i onal faci I i t'ies fo
ànd paleontology.34

the l9l3 constructi on of H'il1 Audi tori um a

north mal I .

In 1929 the took an important step in the north mall's developmgn ing

a block lon etween Nortlr Univers'ity and l,'lqshington Streets for the
l.ãgu. eril ). The Women's Leag_ue,_established in 1890, sought to
úniiersity ifr tfrq_same sense oi solidarity and social -outlet as h

Uä.n-.rp.ii men .37 Fol I owi ng_ ll'e l9l9 coirstruct'ion of the M'ichi g

Alumni äona nded a similar building for qgmen, compl.eted in 1929.

Èoñã of Chi ãhitects for both builãir9S,rö developed the League'.s

Tudoresque ch contains dinlng, conference, lodging, lounge, and S r

as well as a Mendeìssohn Theater.

(+S¡ ¡ust no.rth of Hill Auditorium further
t University commission, the tower's
uence of Saarinen's 1922 plan for the
had given considerable support to the
the Íwent'ies, but the suggestion that the

( conti n ued )



Form No 10-3OOa
(Rev. 1O-74)

UNITED STATT,S DL,PARI'MENT OF THL, INTERIOR
NAÍIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTTR OF HISTORIC PLq,CES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

$l 0 mi I I i on for Uni vers'i ty pubf i catì ons '
ne resulted from membershjp 'in the Detrojt
rporation for the Ford Motor-Company;
s sold in 1908 for $lZ'S million'
funds for a building in his honor'

wo individuals.

four story scale of the Central Campus

Forti es .

CONTINUATION SHEET rrEM NUMBEn 8 PAGE I

( conti nued )



Form No.1O-3OOa
(Rev 1O-74)

UNITE,D STATL,S DEPARI'Mh,NT OF THL' INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY .. NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 9

country.

FOOTNOTES

l . Shaw, tnli I fred B. , The Unìversi of Michi an [New Tork: Harcourt,

Howe, 1920), P.
2. Cocks, J. Fraser, III, The President's House (Ann Arbor: Michigan

74), P
1

3.
of Michì an3. Hunt,

Col I ecti ons ' Bentl eY

Donald E., Poi nts of Interest at
S ca ôIY 'the Un i vers

Rev i tal i zati o NS ress, pp.

4
5
6

7

I
9

Brace and

Hi stori cal

(Hi stori cal

of Michi an A Pi ctori al Flìstor (Ann Arbor: UniversitY
p.

nA tn" Unìversity of Michigan" [Ph'D'IJ
ress ,

ilAtbert Kahn a

e State UniversitY, 1977)' PP. 3-6.
son, and RoY, Inc. The Univers

p.
.l8.

s I., "Bui I di n
'i gan Hi s torì ca

l^lasho, er
of Interest p

I
p. 23-25 .

Ibid., PP. 6-
T5Tä., p. 36.
f in, Ruth,

of Mi chi gan
l,'lasho, Mi chae

draft, I,'laYn

Johnson, John
StudY (1963

Benlffi, In¡el I
Box 2, Mi ch
pp.l52-53.

Hunt, Points

7.

The Universi

1 of Michi

di ssertati on

n Central C s Pl anni

) q the University of Michigôh,'' 1965, Mjscellaneous Papers,

i ðäir;;ii;;;, "s.ñtr.v Hiðtoí"ical Librarv' Ann Arbor'

.l0.

11.
12.
13.
14..l5.

n, 7-19.pp.
Unthe iversity of Michigan' pp. 1 55-60.

Bennett,
tllasho, "A

" Bu'i 
'l dì ng

I bert Kah h," p. 27.

'l6.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21 .

Bennett, "Bu'ild'ing the U ni vers i tY of Mi ch'i gan , " PP . t6l-68.
The Universi of Mi ch i an An clo di c Surv ed. Wal ter A. DonnellY'

ôWt e sness, VO s n Arbor: Unì vers'i tY of M'i ch'i gan

Pre ), p 1721.
Hunt, pP. 1 7-.l9 .

ll

Benne versity of Michigan' pp. 1 82-83 .

Hunt, Poi n ts of Interest
vers ic

p p
h 1

34- 35 .
n p- 293.Shaw,

vers of Mi ch igan,,' PP.256-58.Bennet u ng e n

Ferry, l¡1. Hawki ns ,
t

I 968

(cont'inued)

) p. 215
The Bui I d'ing of Detro'i t (Detroi t: Wayne State Univers'itY Press '



Form No. lO-3OOa
(Rev 1o-74)

UNITED STATL,S DL,PARI'ML,NT OF THt, INTþ-RIOR

NATIONAL PARK SEBVICE

NATIoNAIREGISTERoFHISToRICPI.ACES
IN\ÆNTORY .- NOMINATION FORM

B PAGE 10

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
3l .

32.

Washo, "Albert Kahn," PP' 59-99'

iliih,ffi,sB.r+'
Ibid., PP. 55-56.

CONTINUATION SHEET

T6-ìïf. , p. 57.
n c lo ed ic Su

AS o,
En 1 dic Surv

Bennett, u n

Shaw, The
En clo

un n

I 575.
. 52.
1671.

u.ivàttity of tvlichigan," PP' 190-204'

ITEM NUMBER

of the Uni vers i

of Mi chì gan, " P. 259 '
p. 294.

enne u n9

En cl di c Surv p.
Theec ôfil, ov'la

n,
p.

"P
p.

Uni vers 0 gan rCSS,
of MichÌ llt 1 817-'1967

, p.

t 673.
Maki n.t

Ann Arbor:
En clo edi c Su p. 1739.

c

33.
34.
35.
36.

un o n o n rest
e n

p. 46.
i vers i tY

p
I

Uni vers of Michi an

c urv p.
res t 4.l .

g

1

37.
38.
39.
40.
41 .

t I -82.
Bennett, "Bui Iding the

p
University of lulichigan,I^lasho, er fìr

Hunt, Poi nts of lnterest p. 42.

p ll
Pp. 229-31.



Form No, 1O-300a
{Rev 1O-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARI.Mh,NT OÞ, THE INTTlRIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAT REGISTTR OF HISTORIC PL{.CES
INVENTORY .. NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PNCC 2

"Chronological Bu!ld'!ng Development of the Un'iversity of Michigan." Ann Arbor:
university of Michigan Plant Department. unpub]ished'rist.

Cocks, J. Fraser, I Ann Arbor: Mîchigan Historical
Col I ecti ons , Bent 4 . Pamphl et.

Ferry, [^.l. Hawkins, Detroiti l'layne State Univensity press,
I 968.

Bordin, Ruth. The Universi of Michi an AP ictorial Histo Ann Arbor:
University o gan SS,

Hi I debrand, Grant.
1974.

The Architecture of Albert Kahn. cambridge, Mass.: MIT press,

Hunt, Donald E. Points of Interest at the Universi of Mîchi an. Histori ca1
Revi tal i zati ons ress,

Thç Michigan Daily._ Jan. 92.1921i Mgy 28,1922; Dec. .l5, 
1922; spring, .l955,

construct'ion suppì ement ; Mar. .l3, .l956; 
Jul . z0 , I 967; Mar. zz,' ]96g-.Mort, t .. Mup. of thç Chronologica] Development oi the ÚniversîtÍ of ]vl'ichigan

Campus, by Mort, His Labor of Love. Ann'Arbor: University of fuicfrigan pÍant
Department, 1971 .

Nomination for the Presìdent's House, university of Michigan,
atherine B. Ellis , 1970.

National Register
Ann Arbor. By C

Peckham, Howard H.
University of Mi

The Maki n of the Universi of lvli chi, an, l8lT-1967. Ann Arbor:
ch gan ress,

Shaw, l,rJilfred B. The University of M'ichigan. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Howe,
1920.

The Uni versi of Michi an An En lo edic Surv Edited by Walter A. Donnell U,
re a!v, an e SNESS. VO umes , Ann Arbor: Un'i vers i ty of

Michigan Press, 1958.
The Universi of Mi chi n 1976-77 Directo . Ann Arbor: Un'iversi ty of Mi chi gan

ress,
The Universi of Mi chi an Central C us Planni Stu . By Johnson, Johnson,

hC. tt
Washo, Michael J. Albert Kahn and the Un'iversity of Michigan. Ph.D. dissertation

draft, Wayne State University, 1977.



Form No. 1O-3OOa
(Rev.1O-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARl'Mh,NT OT. THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PI.ACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 11 2
PAGE

John Kern, Historic Preservation Coordinator
M'i chi gan Hi story Di vi s i on
Michilan Departirent of State (517) 373-0510
Lansing, Michigan 48918



Form No. lO-3O0a
(Rev. 1 O-74)

UNITL,D STATES DEPARl'ML,NT OF THE IN-THRIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL{.CES
INVENTORY .- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET rrEM NUMBER #10 eeCe 2

The University of Mich'igan Central Campus Historic District boundaries are
defined as foilows: beéinning at the ìntersect'ion of Huron and Fletcher Streets'
proceeO south along the west ðurb of Fletcher to the'intersection with North
Ûniversity Avenue; then proceed east along the north curb of North Univers'ity
to the'iniersectión with'Geddes Avenue; tñen proceed due east from that intersection
to the intersection with Washtenaw Avenue; then proceed south along the west
curb of l^Jashtenaw Avenue to the intersection with Geddes Avenue; then proceed
northwest along the north curb of Geddes Avenue to the intersection with Church

Street; then pñoceed south along the west curb of Church Street to a point 95

feet nórth of'the intersection òf Church Street and South Univers'ity Avenue;
then proceed due west from that point to the intersection with East Un'iversity
nvenuä; then proceed south a'long'the west curb of East Un'ivers'ity. Avenue to the
i.nterséction with Monroe Street; then pnoceed west along the north curb of
Monroe street to the'intersect'ion with'state Street; then proceed north along
the east curb of State Street to the intersect'ion with North Un'iversity Avenue;

i¡ãn-pro.eãd east a'long the north curb of North University Avenue to the'intersection
with Ïhayer Street; then proceed north alo
the intersection with Washington Street; t
east along the north curb of Washington St
point to the intersection with Huron Stree
burb of Huron Street to the point of beginning.

Clarification of BoundarY Descri pti on

Boundary Rationale:

The Central Campus area has always been the heart of the University as it
contains many oî the classrooms, department offices, museums, cultural facilit'ies'
and librariei which have been important 'in Uniyersity history. The boundaries
of the University of Michigan Ceirtral Campus H'istoric D'istrict were chosen to
'include a key concentrat'ion of buildings which reflect the physical and academic
growth of thê Central Campus from 1840 to .l939. l,.lhile not encompassing the entire
Central Campus area, the D'istrict does include both the original campus square
and three extensions of that square, one each to the north, east, and south.
The.s'ignificance of each build'ing and its place in the University's historic
development'is discussed in the notnination text; however, it is the critical
bu'ilding period of the 1920s which gives strong thematic unity to our choice
of the District's boundaries. During this decade, the dynanic team of President
Marion Burton, Regent and Building and Grounds Committee Chairnan Willian
Clements, University Supervising Arch'itect Albert Kahn, and the landscape
architectural firm of Pitkin and Mott developed and began implementation of a

comprehensive campus site plan which has profoundly influenced the appearance

(continued)
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Construction of the C. C. Little
thven Museums Bui I di ng (#t O¡ , the
ast Engineering Building (#t+¡, the
the Arch'i tecture and Des'ign Bui I di ng

t of #28) were all in some way related
Law Complex (+ZS¡, although funded by

private donat'ions, was also begun during this.period. In addition, through-P'itkin
ãn¿ Nlòitìi ôampus'Mall pìan, tñe northern sectòr of the District is integrally
..lat.d to the'whole. if¡e iandscape architects had env'isioned a monumenta'l

Uril¿ing to head the one quarter mile vista north of the Graduate Library; however,

ñòt untíl the 1939 completion of the Rackham Bu'ilding was.the vision fully developed.
t,lith the construction of Rackham an epoch of univers'ity history came to a close.
Burton, Clements, Kahn, those individi¡als who p'laye! p1¡ticularly import 101e1..in the Central cámpri building development durìng-the'first third of the twent'ieth
century, were rep'l aced by a new generat'ion of pl anners .

Thus, becausê of the importance of the Ce

of the inst'itution's growth can be traced
events associated with the Central Campus

its own special contribution rvithout whic
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