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PRAYER IN THE PARK — Re
which is being renamed
Albert Wheeler,

Wheeler Park

NEW DAY e

Park renaming vindicates ex

By WILLIAM B. TREML |
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

&

An old civil rights warrior, home
from the battlefront of yeall‘fa past,
sat at his living room table
Wednesday and talked a
battles.

Al Wheeler is graying n
the years of struggle have lef
mark. But at 72, he remains a
late, courtly, polite.

And the fire, deep with
which three decades ago ignite _
cause and helped awaken a city,
still smolders., | 24

The night before, a divided Ann
Arbor City Council voted to change
the name of Summit Park to
Wheeler Park, in honor of Ann Ar-

bor’s only black mayor. Ed Pierce,
who now occupies the mayor’s of-
fice, noted that Wheeler played a
pivotal role in establishing the
city’s Human Relations Commis-
sion and writing Ann Arbor’s Fair
Housing Act. . 3

And over the noon hour Wednes-
day, a small group of local minis-
ters braved 17-degree tempera-
tures to hold a prayer vigil at the
park in celebration of the renam-
ing.

Wheeler remembers the begin-
nings. He goes back a long way.
Back to the days when black stu-
dents at the University of Michigan
were not allowed to live in campus
dormitories. Back to when Ann Ar-
bor apartment house managers

-mayor’s struggle

-late 1930s. After receiving their de-

presentatives of several Ann’Arbor churches gather Wed nésday.ait;Summit Park —
— for a prayer vigil to celebrate the name chan‘ge, honoring former Mayor

1

quickly put up “No Vacancy” signs
when a black appeared at the rent-
al office. Back to when the total
number of blacks working at U-M

wogs a half-dozen, all in menial
S. .

‘Aland Emma Wheeler met while
they were students at U-M in the

grees, they married and decided to |
settle in Ann Arbor, despite the ra-
cial biasthey met here. £l
‘“We had our share of discrimina-
tion here. Plenty of it,” said Wheel-
er, who served as Ann Arbor may-
or from 1975-78. “But Emma and I
decided if we were going to live
here, if we were going to raise our

~ See WHEELER, A5
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