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The mission of the Natural Area Preservation Division
isto protect, restore and champion the natural areas of
Ann Arbor, especially those in the City's park and
recreation system.

Natural Area Preservation is funded by the Ann Arbor Parks and
Recreation Department’s voter-approved Park Maintenance and
Repair Millage.

Aquatic Invertebrates
by Jennifer Maigret

Starting thisspring, NAPand the staff of the L edlie Science Center (along with
the help of somevery enthusiastic children) rolled up our deevesand doveinto
aproject to quantitatively survey theinvertebratesteeming in Black Pond’s
waters. Every spring and summer the Ledlie Science Center focuses many of
itsenvironmental education programsaround Black Pond'srich glacid history,
water ecology, and plant and animal biodiversity. When all issaid and done
each year, hundreds of children have visited the pond and had achanceto
glimpseafairy shrimp or scoop up acup full of Daphnial

Although the science center has established rulesregul ating the proper handling
and return (to Black Pond) of the crittersthe children see, there had beenlittle
data collected about the variousinvertebrates found in the pond each year.
With so many sharp eyesand quick handsvisting thepond, it wasclear that this
wasaterrific opportunity toinvolvethechildrenin some* scientific research.”
Thedatathechildren collect will be used to guide management decisionsandto
preserve Black Pond Woods' diverse ecosystem. So roll up your sleeves,
grabasmall container and comeaong for aquick tour of what you, too, might
discover inasinglescoop of water from Black Pond.

Inearly spring, just asthe ephemerd wildflowersbegintheir show, thepondis
aready bustlingwithlife. During thedark hoursthisispainfully obviousasthe
callsof the spring peepers become so loud that your earsring with each peep.
After the sunrisesand the pond quietsdown (audibly), you can beginto observe
the visual wonders. Fairy shrimp are one of the most spectacular of the
invertebratesfound in Black Pond. Thefirst thingyou might notice about these
delicatelittle creaturesisthat they swimupside-down! They

measure about an inch long and propel

themselvesthrough the water by using
elevenfeathery gppendagesthat dso
function for respiration and food
manipulation. Fairy shrimp haveno
carapace (a hard, shell-like

fairy shrimp
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Coordinator’s Corner:
EyesandEars /(@ (@)

Takealook at nearly any city, county, township,
or utility company truck driving around town and
you'relikely to seetheorange“eyesand ears’
logo. ThislogoinformsAnn Arboritesthat they
cangotothedriver of that vehicleif they want to
report an emergency Stuationtothepolice. The
police cannot possibly see everything that goes
on around town, and they rely on usto help be
their eyesand ears.

Staff of the Parks and Recreation Department
haveasmilar need. With 142 city parks scattered
around town, we can’t keep asclosean eyeon
eachpark aswe dlike. ThoseinvolvedwithNAP
—Dboth staff and volunteers— are often the best
eyesand earsfor the department’ snatural aress,
especialy themoreremote cornersof our 1000
acresof natural parkland. Theseareareaswhere
many people don’'t roam unless they are
surveying for breeding birds, butterflies, frogsor
plants; conducting a burn; doing photo-
monitoring; pulling garlic mustard; or engagingin
someother NAP-related activity.

Asguardiansof thecity’snatural areas, wein
NAP arevery interested in knowing if you see
something that does't ook quiterightinapark.
Thisincludesencroachment on park property by
neighbors, dumping of yard waste in a park,
edtablishment of new tralls,illegd cutting of trees,
or any other suspiciousactivity. Whileweare
not set up to issueticketsfor such offenses, we
can investigate them and notify the appropriate

parties.

Of course, we'renot just looking for negative
comments. It'scertainly alot morefun to hear
about a great wildflower display that you
stumbled upon, arare butterfly you spotted, or
other interesting Sghtings. Theseareyour parks.
Enjoy them. And please, shareyour concerns
andyour highlightswithus.

DaveBorneman,
Natural AreaPreservation Coordinator

NAP-penings P |
Youmay havenoticed somenew bluebirdhousesin -~ i i1
Ann Arbor’s parks this spring. These were
constructed by Boy Scouts, and many of thehouseswere *
erected by volunteers from Greenhills School Outdoor
L eader ship Club. Thehouseswill provideimportant breeding
habitat for these beautiful birds.

One of our most dedicated volunteers, Brian Glass, isin the
processof creating abrochurefor Cedar Bend Nature Area, his
neighborhood park. We appreciate hislong hoursof researching,
writing, and designing and | ook forward to sharing the completed
product with the public! (See* Park Focus. Cedar Bend Nature
Ared’ onpage7.)

Beverly Shepard and Pat Falconer areNAP sfirst ever photo-
monitoring volunteers. They’ |l betaking picturesinAnnArbor’s
natural areasto help document the effectsof NAP srestoration
work.

AnitaErskinehastakenontheformidablechallenge <
of maintaining the native plant exhibit gardenat 4%+,
Furstenberg NatureAreathissummer. Itisalarge o
garden, so any additional help would be much A
appreciated. Call theNAPOfficeif you reinterested! |/

A.C.Tanner, veteran purpleloosestrife control volunteer, joined
NAP sGarlic Mustard Watch thisspring. He haslogged many
hoursmonitoring and pulling theinvasvegarlicmustardin severd
of Ann Arbor’swooded natural areas.

SeveBean iIsSNAP snewest park steward. He'll be caring for
Fritzand Hansen Parks. With NAP sguidance he'll engagein
restoration projects such asinvasive plant control, gypsy moth
monitoring, and removing yard wasteand litter from these parks.
Call theNAP officeif you dliketo becomeasteward for one of
AnnArbor’snatural areas!

Two Eagle Scout projectsareunderway in our natural areasthis
summer. Eagle Scout candidate Sewart Hedber gwill coordinate
the construction of adeer exclosure. Theexclosurewill keep
deer out of a10mx 10 marea, allowing usto seetheimpact deer
have onlocal vegetation. Eagle Scout candidate Devin Riker
will coordinatethe congtruction of anew footbridgeat Dolph Park.

NAPisthrilled to welcome back agroup of Missionariesfrom
the Church of JesusChrist of L atter Day Saintsthisseason.
They will bevolunteering onemorning aweek withNAP. Sofar
thisyear they have pulled massiveamountsof garlic mustard and
have been clearing non-native shrubsfromthefuturesite of atrail
connecting Bandemer and Argo Parks.

continued on page 3
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NAP-penings (continued from page 2)

NAP's breeding bird, frog and toad, and butterfly 44
inventoriesareinfull swingthisseason! Wethank g2 }‘-5?'
the 50+ volunteers who are out in the parks '
monitoring theseinva uablenaturd features!

NAPalso thanks each community servicegroup (ENACT,
Project Serve, Professional Volunteer Cor ps, Boy Scout
Troop #7, and GreenhillsOutdoor L eader ship Club) and
individua (too numerousto mention) who attended vol unteer

stewardship workdaysthisspring. Our volunteersaretruly
NAP sgreatest resource.

Pleasesend usyour old park photos! We reinterested in photos
of Ann Arbor parkstaken before NAP beganin 1993 or early
inour history. Call theNAPofficefor moreinformation or to
tell usabout your photos!

NAPisalsoinsearch of an external framefrom abackpack.
Theframemust haveapiecethat jutsout from thebottomat a
90 degree anglethat can withstand loads of upto 50 Ibs. (the
weight of thewater tank that will beresting on it during our
burns). 1f you know wherewe canfind thispiece of equipment,
please contact us!

Goose Control Update
by Kirsten Condict

You may haveread in the spring newd etter that NAPhasbeen
researching Canadagoose control techniquesto reduce human-
gooseconflictsinAnnArbor’sparksand golf courses. Studies
conducted by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) and other agenciesindicatethat the most effectivemeans
for deterring geesefrom an areaincorporate acombination of
techniques, rather than relying on asinglemethod. Methods
we are currently investigating include vegetative barriers,
exclusionfence, use of border collies, and egg replacement.

In order to carry out an egg replacement program, the City
must first undergo abanding and collaring study by the DNR.
The study will help experts determine what percentage of
Canadageeseinthisareaare migrantsand which areresidents.
Thestudy’soutcomewill determineif the City iseligiblefor the
egg replacement program. So, if you see geesewith bandsand
collarsaround AnnArbor thissummer, rest assured they are
not making anill-fated fashion gatement. Morethanlikely they
are helping researchersdeterminetheir breeding and migratory
patterns. The City will usethisinformation to adopt the most
effective, humane program to discourage Canadageesefrom
nesting andforagingin City parks. Pleasecall (734) 996-3266
for moreinformation.

Friends of Traver Creek
by Kirsten Condict

As NAP grows, so does our involvement with
community groups. This winter the Huron River
Watershed Council invited NAPto participateinthe
formation of Friendsof Traver Creek—acitizen group
dedicated to protecting and improving the health of
Traver Creek. Traver Creek isatributary of theHuron
River. With abasin of seven squaremilesin northwest
AnnArbor and AnnArbor Township, the creek begins
in farmland and meanders through increasingly
urbanized areasbeforejoining theHuron River at Idand
Park.

NAP sofficesat theLedie Science Center Stuateusin
the heart of the Traver Creek Watershed. Thus, we
fed agpecid responsibility to hel p protect andimprove
thequality of thisvaluableresource. Our activities,
like those of all other community members in the
watershed, impact thisdelicate stream. Whenitrains,
for example, rainwater carries fertilizers, other
chemicals, dirt, and debrisfrom nearby lawns, parking
lots, and streetsinto Traver Creek. Thesecontaminants
can havegraveimpactsonasmall streamlikeTraver.

Fortunately, Traver Creek isingood conditionrelative
to other streams in the Huron River Watershed.
However, increased devel opment and residentia growth
within Traver’sbasin during thelast decade have till
takentheir toll. Thereduction of woodlands, wetlands,
and meadows has impacted the watershed greatly,
resulting in acreek that suffersfrom eroding banks,
increased Station, fallentrees, and decreased diversity
of wildlifelivinginand around the stream.

With new devel opmentsunderway and even moredated
for the upper creekshed, Traver faces increasing
pressures. However, with your help we can protect
and restorethisvaluable stream. ComejoinusJune5
for an Invasive Species Removal Workday along
Traver Creek in celebration of Southeast Michigan
River Day. Wewill gather at 11:00 am at the Leslie
Science Center, 1831 Traver Road. For more
information about Friends of Traver Creek, please
contact the Huron River Watershed Council at (734)
769-5123 or travercreek@yahoo.com.
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Staff Updates

My nameisMichelleBarnwell, and | am oneof
the new conservation workers. | graduated from
Eastern Michigan University this past December
with a B.S. in Earth Science and Coastal
Environments. It has been an exciting spring
working with NAP. I’ velearned so much about
the native and non-nativeflorainthe Ann Arbor
parks. Withall their diversity, | still havemuchto
learn! 1 look forward to spending thissummer and
fall working outdoors.

Hi! My nameisKirgtin (ak.a. Kee) Condict, the
new NAPTechnician. | received my bachelor’s
degree from Duke University and my master’s
degreein Natura Resourcesfrom the University
of Michigan. Sincegraduating, | haveworked with
severd different organizationsinduding theNationd
Wildlife Federation, the M assachusettsAudubon
Society, GREEN, and the Dahlem Environmental
Education Center. Around townyou may spot me
running with my dog, biking, playing soccer, or
grabbing anicecream coneat thedairy. | anvery
excited to beworkingwith NAPand ook forward
to meeting all of our volunteers on whom we
depend somuchto hdp usinour restoration efforts.

Eric Crawford isNAP snew herpetologist. A
graduate student at Eastern Michigan University,
hiswedlth of experiencewith amphibianswill bean
asset to NAP as he coordinates this year’s frog
and toad survey.

My nameis Brian Killian, and I’m one of the
newest membersof NAPasaconservation worker.
| recently graduated fromtheUniversty of Michigan
with degreesin Resource Ecology & Management
and Geology. My interestin NAPstemsfrom past
experiencesinthecity’sparks, which | haveused
both asaclassroom and aplaceto recreate.

I’'mMallory Tackett, anew NAP conservation
worker. 1, too, am a recent graduate from the
University of Michigan’s School of Natural
Resources and Environment. 1've had many
opportunitiesto study and work outdoors, but I’'m
still learning something new every day at NAPR. |
look forward to seeing you out in the parksthis
summer!

Aquatic | nvertebrates (continued from page 1)

covering) and havetransparent bodies. If you catch one, look closdly
to seeitsred coloration, from the hemoglobininitsblood, and the
pulsing of itslong, tubular heart.

Asdefromthecharismaticfairy shrimp, Black Pondis alsohometo
thousandsof tiny Daphnia, dso commonly referredto as
water fleas. Thecommon name*water flee’ givento
these almost microscopic crittersisamisnomer
since Daphnia are crustaceans and fleas are
insects. Daphniaareencased inatrangparent shell
and havetwo sets of antennae, one of whichis
used for locomotion. Duetotheir rounded shape
and the position of their propelling antennae,
Daphniaoften swiminerraticloopsor spirals.

Fairy shrimp and Daphniaareanima sthat liveinthewater column of
the pond, but there are also many creaturesthat live abovethemon
thewater’ ssurface or below themintheleavesand mud of thepond's
bottom. One of theinvertebratesfound among the leef litter of the
pond floor during spring isaninsect most peoplearemorefamiliar
with during the hot, lazy days of mid July—
dragonflies. Dragonfly nymphs, or “naiads,”
spend thewinter and spring under thewater’s
surface but by summer havetransformedinto
iridescent, winged predatorscircling around
thesurface of the pond and alighting on water
plants. Asna adsthey can beidentified by their
squat body shape and the absence of any
vigbleexternd gills. Look dsoforthesixlegs
characteristic of insects and mouthparts
located underneath the head.

dragonfly

Findly, it'stimetodry off abit, sit back, and relax on the boardwalk
towatch water striders skate dong the pond' ssurface asif it were ill
frozen. Water stridersareinsectsclassified astruebugs. Although
theterm“bug” isoften used interchangeably with insect, thisisno
more correct than calling al insectsbeetles. By looking moreclosaly
at awater strider, you will see someof the characteristicsthat it and
other true bugs possess. Bugsarewinged insects,
and although you are unlikely to see awater
gtrider usethem, you will noticethat thewings
arehard or leather-like on the upper half and
trangparent or membranouson thelower haf.
Thewingslay flat ontheinsect’ sback, sooften
they areoverlooked. Water stridersarealso
fierce predators and will dive below the
surface to capture other insects with their
piercing mouthparts.

water strider

continued on page 6
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Summer 1999

Volunteer

Calendar

Workday Note: Long pants and sturdy shoes
are strongly recommended.

Bird Walk Note: All skill levelsarewelcome.
Please bring your binoculars! Walks will be
cancelled in the event of rain.

JUNE

Juneb, Saturday

Bird Walk

Barton NatureArea, 7:30am

Meet a the Barton Dam parking | ot off of Huron
River Drive.

Juneb, Saturday

Volunteer Sewar dship Wor kday

Southeast AreaPark, 10:00am-1:00 pm
Celebrate National TrailsDay by joining NAP
in creating anew naturetrail in Southeast Area
Park! Meet at 10:00 am at the paved area
between the restroom and the playground (it
will bevisiblefrom the main parking |ot off of
East Ellsworth Road, just west of Platt Road).

Juneb, Saturday

Traver Creek Workday

L eslie Science Center, 11:00 am

In celebration of Southeast Michigan River
Day join the Friends of Traver Creek in this
invasive species removal workday! Meet at
the Ledlie Science Center, 1831 Traver Road,
at 11:00am.

June9, Wednesday

Bird Walk

AnnArbor Landfill Property, 7:30am

Meet at thesmall parking areaat the Platt Road
entrance.

June 19, Saturday

Bird Walk

Marshall NatureArea, 8:00am

Meet at the parking lot off of Dixboro Road.

June 19, Saturday

Volunteer Sewar dship Workday

Black Pond WoodsNatureArea,
10:00am-1:00 pm

Help maintain and improvetrailsat Black Pond
Woods! Meet at 10:00 am at the Ledlie Science
Center parking lot, 1831 Traver Road.

June 30, Wednesday

Volunteer Sewar dship Workday

Greenview Park, 6:30-8:30pm

Join usin removing invasive shrubstoimprove
conditionsfor native plants! Meet at 6:30 pm
at the park entrance off of Greenview Drive.

JULY

July 11, Sunday

Huron River Day

Gallup Park, 8:00am-4:00 pm

Join the Butterfly Walk at 8:00 am, the
Plant Walk at 10:00 am, and the Purple
Loosestrife Pull any time between noon
and 4:00 pm. Seetheenclosed brochure
for details!

July 21, Wednesday

Volunteer Sewar dship Workday
Bandemer NatureArea, 6:00-
8:00pm

Help control_purple loosestrife, a non-
native plant invading our wetlands!
Meet at 6:00 pm at the Bandemer parking
lot across the bridge (off of Whitmore
L ake Road).

July 28, Wednesday

Volunteer Sewar dship Workday
Bandemer NatureArea, 6:00-
8:00pm

Purple loosestrife beware! We'll
continue controlling thisinvasive plant
along the Huron River at this workday.
Meet at 6:00 pm at the Bandemer parking
lot across the bridge (off of Whitmore
L ake Road).

AUGUST

August 7, Saturday

Volunteer Sewar dship Workday
FritzPark, 10:00am-1:00pm

Join us in removing invasive shrubs!
Meet at 10:00 am at the shelter in the
middle of the park. Parking available
along Russett Road.

August 18, Wednesday

Volunteer Sewar dship Workday

L akewood NatureAr ea, 6:00-

8:00pm

Help remove invasive shrubs during
NAP'sfirst ever volunteer stewardship
workday at Lakewood Nature Areal
Meet at 6:00 pm at the park entrance on
Sunnywood Drive.

SEPTEMBER

September 8, Wednesday

Volunteer Sewar dship Workday
Miller NatureArea, 5:30-7:30pm
Join NAP in improving trails at Miller
Nature Areal Meet at 5:30 pm at the

park entrance on Arborview Boulevard.

NATURE ACTIVITIES

NAP, in conjunction with Gallup Park,
will be leading several nature activities
this spring. On-site registration is
available on a first come, first served
basis, or mail inaregistrationform (from
the Parks and Recreation Dept. Spring/
Summer brochure) at least one week in
advance to pre-register. For more
information call 662-9319 (Gallup Park)
or 668-7411 (Argo Park).

Wetlandsby Canoe--Gallup Park
Paddle by canoe and discover the
wetland areas of the Huron River.
Guided tour with refreshments upon
completion.

$7.50/person ($12.00/couple)

June 6, Sunday, 10:00 am-12:00 pm

July 3, Saturday, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
August 1, Sunday, 10:00 am-12:00 pm

Early Bird Walk--Gallup Park Meeting
Room

Join this bird identification walk in
Furstenberg Park. Bring your binoculars!
Refreshmentswill be provided. Meet at
the Gallup Park Meeting Room. $2.00/
person

June 6, Sunday, 7:30-9:30am

SPECIAL VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

NAP is looking for volunteers to help
saff our digplay at Huron River Day, Jly
11. Work alongside NAPstaff providing
information to the public and selling our
native landscaping brochures. Thisisa
great opportunity to talk with others
about the great work you are doing with
NAP! Pleasecall theNAP office at 996-
3266 to volunteer!

It'snot too lateto getinvolvedin NAP's
breedingbird and butterfly surveys Call
the NAP officefor moreinformation.

WEe'relooking for one or morevolunteers
to help maintain thenative plant exhibit
garden at Furstenberg Nature Area. Call
the NAP office to volunteer!

JointhePurpleL oosestrife Patrol! See
page 8 for details.
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Hot Timein the City: 1999 Spring Burn Season Report

s by Dave Borneman
y Aprilisthecrudest month.” | think T.S. Eliot said that. Perhaps hewastalking about our spring 1999

prescribed burn season. After March gave usatremendous stretch of dry weather to help get theburn
season started, it looked asif thisspring would be arecord-setter for us. But April showersmade up
for the March drought, and the burn season ended up being just very good, rather thanincredible. (1
think | heard that we had 22 dayswithout rainin March, but this April was one of the wettest on
record!)

Fortunately, wewereready for the start of the March dry spell. Weran 35 people—the most ever—

i through our half-day burntraining on March 11. Weofficially started the burn season on March 19

with abig burn double-header: The Furstenberg Sedge Meadow and the Dolph Bog. Veteran volunteers

~ suchasSteve Bean, Barbara Powell, and Jan Wolter showed the new NAP staff how tolay downa

good firelinewith drip torches. What the new staff may havelacked in drip torch finesse, however,
they easily made upfor in leaf blower and brush blade expertise, blazing burn bresksasfast asl could

. flag them. That wasn't an easy task, considering that 5 of the 12 burn unitswedid in March had never

* been burned by NAP before and, thus, required extraeffort to create good burn breaksthrough the

many dense buckthorn thickets.

Staff and volunteers al so became very proficient with the use of backpack sprayers, pulaskis, and
other tool sused to extinguish smoldering logsand trees. Unfortunately, the dry weather that madethe

~ forestlesf litter so suitablefor burni ng also madethedown logsjust asflammable. Thus, Marchwas

“mop-up” month. It wasnot unusual for theburnitself to take 1 hour and thefollowing mop-up totake
another 3-4 hourshbeforeal thesmoldering logswere put out. That’'sone of thechallengesof burning
inan urban environment whereleaving logsto burn themsel ves out isfrowned upon.

Thefind Satigticslook something likethis: We burned about 100 acresin 19 burn unitswhich ranged

» insizefrom .l acreto over 12 acres. Two-thirds of that acreage was woodland (which we were

fortunateto get toin March before many of thewildflowerswereup). Thistota acreageisonly about
half of what we didin 1997, and there are good reasonsfor that. Since 1997 we have established a
rotation of burning wherewelet an arearest for several years between burns. Thus, some of our

5 largest burn unitswere skipped thisyear. We have a so reduced the size of many of our burn unitsto

leave unburned “refugia’ for butterfliesand other invertebrates.

4 s Allinall ,itwasavery good burn season for us. Wewereableto get fireinto somenicewoodlandsthat

really needed it to control garlic mustard and non-native shrubs. These burnstake alot of timeand
effort, and we areindebted to the 20 volunteerswho worked at one or more of the burnsthis season.

. Truly, wecouldn't havedoneit without them. Soif you seethese vol unteerswandering around sporting

handsome”“BURN CREW” t-shirts, givethem your respect; they’ ve had abusy spring caring for your
natural areas!

Aquatic | nvertebrates (continued from page 4)

Thereare many moreinvertebratesinhabiting each and every niche of Black Pond, and there
areplenty of booksavailable at bookstoresand librariesthat can provide further information
about identification and natural history. Regardlessof whether or not you areabletoidentify
everything you seeinthe pond, an afternoon of exploring isan enjoyableway to catich aglimpse
of theinvertebrates playing ahand in the management and preservation of Black Pond Woods.
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Park Focus:. Cedar

Bend Nature Area

(excerpts from Along the Huron
and an upcoming brochure by
Brian Glass)

Cedar Bendisone of the oldest parksin
AnnArbor. It wasdesigned intheearly
1900s by landscape architect O.C.
Simonds, who a so designed the Nichols
Arboretum. Simondswasapioneer inthe
art of designing landscapestolook naturd,
and Cedar Bend wasashowcasefor his
talents. Inareport tothe Ann Arbor Parks
Commission in 1905, O.C. Simonds

Cedar Bend Nature Area is the high, forested slope seen across the Huron

wrote of Cedar Bend, “...one gets River from Fuller Park. Itisbounded by the bendin the Huron River for which
beautiful views of the city and valley of itisnamed, residential areas, and the University of Michigan’sNorth Campus.
the Huron. The river banks and portions Parking for this 19.5 acre natural areais available at pull-offs along Cedar
of the hillside are covered with Bend Driveand on Island Drive. Because of the steepness of thesite, trailsin
attractive native trees and shrubs. Every the park are minimal, although there are several unimproved paths along the
city should try to secure for posterity an slope and several trails along the river bank used for fishing. Thesetrailsare
attractive native woodland. It is not so very eroded and slippery; please use caution if you choose to walk them. The

easiest way to enjoy theinterior of the park isto walk along the shoulder of
the gravel, one-way road which windsitsway downhill through the center of
the park from Cedar Bend Drive (off of Broadway) to Island Drive.

important to develop the park by
introducing carefully kept lawns and
flower beds, but it is important to retain
the native growth.”

Theentirewooded portion of the park isdry forest, although not as open asit oncewas, asindicated by severa large,
spreading trees now being crowded by younger competitors. Unfortunately, like many of our natural areas, Cedar
Bend'snativefloraa so facescompetition from invasive, non-native plants such as honeysuckle (Lonicera), common
buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), and garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata). Inall, 194 species of plants have been
recorded in Cedar Bend, including the state threatened upland boneset (Eupatorium sessilifolium). Of these, 143
Speciesarendtive.

In summer you may seethelargeyelow urn-likeflowersof smooth falsefoxglove (Aureolariaflava) strung aongits
robust leafy stalk. Thisplant growsin association with oak trees, on whichit issaid to be semi-parasitic. Along thes opes
arethewell-named hillside blueberry (Vaccinium pallidum), asmall shrub with berriestoo small and sparsetoinspire
jam-making.

The main east-west trail offersan excellent cross section of the park, transecting the dry forest dominated by oak
(Quercus) and hickory (Carya). Asthetrail crossesaravineinthe center of thepark, thetemperaturedropsdightly. This
areasupportsadightly richer array of plants cascading down the d opea ong thewater course. Hereyou can find skunk-
cabbage (Symplocar pusfoetidus), Jack-in-the-pul pit (Arisaema triphyllum), and alternate-leaf dogwood (Cornus
alternifolia), the one dogwood shrub which does not have twigs arranged on opposite sides of the branch.

Wildlifeaboundsinthe park, aswell. Cedar Bend isused both by resident birds, such aswoodpeckers, and by tropical
migrants, including several speciesof wood warblers. Nesting Cooper’sHawksare one of thepark’shighlights. The
most conspi cuous mammalsarefox squirrelsand chipmunks. However, deer can occasionaly be seen.

If you havean opportunity to visit Cedar Bend thissummer, takeit! Thepark’srich natural and human history truly make
itoneof AnnArbor’ streasures.
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The Purple Plague
by Courtney Babb

It's an amazing summer day. Billowy cumulus clouds whisper across the azure sky. The Huron laps,
laps, laps against the side of the canoe, it's gentle current drawing you through some of Ann Arbor’s i
most spectacular natural areas. Then suddenly, without warning, its guile beauty strikes! It's purple i
loosestrife, the wetland menace, the purple plague.

Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) is a perennial, wetland plant native to Eurasia. It was brought to
New England in the early 1800s and is suspected to have been brought intentionally asan ornamental or
accidentally in the ballast of ships. It was considered a medicinal plant and was welcomed as a
source of nectar and pollen for beekeepers (though the honey quality is poor). Nicknamed the -
“purple plague” because of its rampant spread and purple flowers, a single healthy, mature plant can
produce 2.7 million seeds per year. Mature plants can also propagate vegetatively by root and stem
segments.

“What's wrong with that?” you may wonder. Absolutely nothing when purple loosestrifeisinit's —.#fs+
native habitat. But it's ahuge problem when the plant isin North America, aregion absent of the === * [
insectsand diseasesthat control purpleloosestrifein Eurasia. Without itsnatural population controls, ™
purple loosestrife takes over, out-competing our native wetland plants, including some endangered orchid
species. Additionally, purple loosestrife is apoor food source for animals, and its stiff, dense stems provide
poor habitat for waterfowl. Itsstems can also collect silt and debris, changing shallow aquatic habitats (essential for frogs,
toads, and salamanders) into terrestrial habitats.

What can you do about it? Join NAP's Purple L oosestrife Patrol this summer! We're looking for volunteers to control
purpleloosestrife by hand pulling and snapping off itsflowering heads. Volunteerswill adopt natural areas to monitor astheir
scheduleallows. Training will be provided. Pleasecall the NAP officeat (734) 996-3266 to sign up or for more information.
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