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Coordinator’sCorner:
Our Changing Ecological Perspective

by Dave Bor neman

It used to be enough to just put afence around the woods. That would keep the
devel opers out and provide a nice delineation between the urban world and the
natural world. But our philosophy about how to forever preserve piecesof naturein
city parkshaschanged sincethat first Earth Day 30 yearsago.

Back then, theonly real threat, it seemed, wasthat someonewould “ pave paradise
and put up aparking lot.” So, oncethe paperswere signed and theland officially
becameacity park, wecould just congratul ate oursel ves on our far-sightednessand
moveontothenext “ SavetheWoods’ campaign. While such grassrootseffortsto
set asdethenicest remaining fragmentsof nature ARE extremely important, they are
not, unfortunately, enoughto ensurethat the small piece of paradisewe vejust saved
will ever beenjoyed by our children.

Theproblemistwofold: first, and most obvioudly, thet little postage stamp woodl ot
wasoncejust asmall part of amuch larger complex of forest, prairie, and wetland
which stretched, well, from sea-to-shining-sea, or nearly so. In 1701, when the
explorer AntoinedelaMothe Cadillacfirst stepped from hisboat on Lake Erieinto
what |ater became Detroit, al of Michigan wasthenjust onebig “nature preserve’
completewith resident caretakers (or perhapswe
should say “ natura resourcemanagers’) intheform
of thetribal culturesliving herethen. Theré'sbeena
severe problem of “fragmentation” of the natural
environment sincethen, aswe vewel knownfor a
longtime.

The second part of the problem, and the one that
many of usarejust now starting to cometo grips
with, isthat these piecesof nature are not merely
final, complete works by the Creator which were
set down hereintheir finished form like apretty
painting hanging onyour wall. Thesearedynamic,
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Park Focus. Sugarbush
by Jen Maigret

just asthenight’sfrost beginsto mdtinthewarmsun. Many of thetrees
aretgpped and have meta bucketshanging ontheir trunksto collect sap
asitdrips. Inthedistance, doudsof sugary seamrisefromthelabor of
boiling sapinto syrupinasmal wooden shack. Theseareimagesthat
may cometo mindwhen spesking of “sugarbush.” Andadthoughsome
of theneighborsof Sugarbush Park spesk of atimewhen theseimages
prevailed, today’s Sugarbush offersadifferent experience.

Sugarbush Park wasacquired by the Department of Parksand Recreation
in1968. Atthetime, theonly housesinthat areawerethoseon Bromley
Court andtheUS-23 and M-14 sectionsof AnnArbor’shighway ring
werenot yet condructed. Therewereplansafoot for thecongtruction of
several housing developments thereby creating a future need for a
neighborhood park. Sincethen, Sugarbush Park hasevolved into a
diversepark with play areas, aball diamond and anatural area.

Thenatural areaof Sugarbush Park extends north from Bluett Road
between Georgetown Boulevard and Yellowstone Drive. Thisareais
primarily abesch-maplewood and withasomewhat unusua assemblage
of plantsinduding severd that arefoundinno other parkinAnnArbor. If
you enter from oneof thetwo Bluett entrancesand follow thetrail north,
youwill comeacrossasmal Pawpaw (Asminatriloba) groveonthe
east Sdeof thepath. The Pawpaw isanunderstory treethat growstoa
height of 10-20feet. Thefruit of thistreeisthelargest fruit nativeto
NorthAmericaandisreminiscent of ashort, fat banana. Itisconsdered
desrableby some, dthoughitisoften eaten by wildlifebeforeitisripe
enoughto bepdatableto humantastes. A second unusud treefoundin
the woods of Sugarbush is the Four-angled or Blue Ash (Fraxinus
quadrangulata), so named for conspicuoudy four-sided corky ridges
running aongitstwigsand amudilaginoussubstanceof theinner bark thet
turnsbluewhen exposed.

Aswith many of theother natura areasof AnnArbor, Sugarbush Park
aso hasinvasiveshrubswithinitswoods. N.A.P. hashostedinvasive
remova workdaysa Sugarbushinthepast, but most recently hasfocused
itsretoration effortsontrail work. Sugarbushisgresatly appreciated and
visited, especidly by itsneighbors. Over time, severd informd paths
became established and trailsbegan to widen from foot traffic. The
wideningtrailsthreatened toimpact thewil dflowersa ongsdetrail edges
thereforeit becameapriority toingal trail linersto maintainacongtant
trail width throughout the park. Trail linersaresmply logsarranged
aongsdetrail edgesand secured with wooden stakes. Sowander this
woodland, and with someluck you may beableto sampleapawpaw
fruit.

Her petofaunal Report
by David Mifsud

Theannua Frogand Toad Survey was off to
arocky but productivefield season thisyear.
Dueto theextremefluctuationsin thewesther
this spring, frog and toad activity has been
gporadic. Assuch, surveying hasbeendifficult
at times. Many specieshave had extended or
delayed breeding seasonsdueto the lack of
spring rain and cold/hot spring weather.
Fortunately, with the recent rainsin May,
amphibian-breeding stesareonceagainfilled
withwater.

We have already had four field trips this
season. While out we have seen and/or heard
many amphibians and reptiles including:
ChorusFrogs, Spring Peepers, Wood Frogs,
American Toads, Gray Tree Frogs, Green
Frogs, Spotted Salamanders, Spotted Newts,
Snapping Turtles, Painted Turtles, and Garter
Snakes. Weare planning onhaving morefield
trips this summer so check with NAP for
details.

With the early warm weather we have been
experiencing, wecan aso expect to seealarge
variety of herps throughout the rest of the
season. Onething to keep an eyeout for will
betheearly nesting of turtlesthisyear. Besure
to watch for them as they cross the roads
looking for nesting grounds. You can help
themto safeground by lifting them off theroad
and depositing them to the side they were
originaly directed towards. Just be careful of
the snapping turtles!
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Welcome Home
by Dea Armstrong

Asof May 5, Ann Arbor Parks can proudly boast of nesting
Eastern Bluebirds. Although birdhouseswere put up last year
to encourage nesting, the boxesonly attracted Tree Swallows,
House Wrens, Black-capped Chickadeesand, unfortunately,
House Sparrows. Thisyear the old boxeswere cleaned, and
new boxeswere added. At Gallup and Furstenberg Parks,
nest boxeswere paired-up and placed within 10 feet of each
other. Thismethod isrecommended by Bluebird nest box
enthusiastsbecause of the nesting habitsof Bluebirdsand their
nest box competitors- Tree Swallows. Bluebirdsareterritorial
and don’'t liketo nest adjacent to eachother, nor do Tree Swal-
lows. However, by placing boxesclosetogether thetwo spe-
ciesseemto tolerate each other and can occupy the samearea.

In March, Bluebirdswere checking out the selection of boxes
at Furstenberg and Gallup Parks. But the quiet natural areasof
Furstenberg, Brown and Kuebler Langford Parksarewhere
the Bluebirdshave chosentotake up residence. Bluebirdsseem
to prefer openfieldsor old field areas and these parksprovide
thebirdswith theright habitat.

AccordingtoKielb et a. in Birds of Washtenaw County, loss
of nesting sitesasaresult of habitat |ossand competition from
European Starlings, along with the effectsof DDT, led to the
population’shistoric low inthe 1960s. Nationwide, humanin-
tervention by many organizationsand individual s has hel ped
thisbird make an amazing recovery, though habitat lossstill
keeps numbers low today. The Ann Arbor Parks Breeding
Bird Survey had norecordsof nest-
ing Eastern Bluebirdsin parks.

until thisyear! o

Observe and enjoy these
birdsfrom adistancein
our natura areasand
welcome
back the
Eastern &
Bluehird! )

NAP-penings

TheMichigan Chaptersof theWild Onesand Nichols
Arboretumwill host theNational Wild OnesAnnual
Meeting on Natural L andscaping August 12, 2000
right hereinAnnArbor. Theprogramwill includetaks
from Craig Tufts, Chief Naturalist for the National
Wildlife Federation; Janet Macunovich, Detroit Free
Press® Growing Concern” columnist and Director of
theMichigan School of Gardening; Joan Nassauer, UM
L andscape Architecture Professor; and Bob Grese,
Nichols Arboretum Director and UM Landscape
Architecture Professor (and one of the founding
membersof theAnnArbor chapter of theWild Ones).
Sessionswill discuss natural landscaping topicssuch
asdttracting backyard wildlife, and introducing native
plantstoyour traditiona garden. Regigtrationwill begin
August 1. Pleaserefer totheWild OnesWeb site (http:/
Iwww.for-wild.org) or call 248-601-2553 for more
informetion.

Huron River Day will celebrate 20 years Along the
Huron, Sunday July 9. A summer traditionin Ann
Arbor, theday isfull of activitiesand entertainment for
al ages. Activitiesincluderunning and walking races,
a charity canoe race, a drum circle, magic and
storytelling. Theday will also host information and
activitiesfromlocal environmental groups, abutterfly
walk and natural history walk, and a kids Enviro-
Challenge. For acompletelisting of events, check the
newspaper or the Parks and Recreation Department
website for more information http://www.ci.ann-
arbor.mi.ug/framed/parks/index.html

TheHuron River Water shed Sewar dship Networ k
hasbeen working over thelast coupleof yearsto offer
activitiesand eventsto encourageusall totakearole
in natural area stewardship. An upcoming event of
interest is a workshop on “How to Develop a
Management Plan” scheduled for June 24 from 10:00
AM t04:00 PM. Our own DaveBornemanwill lead
theworkshop. Theworkshop will discussdeveloping
a proactive plan to manage, restore and protect a
special natural area. Thereisa$5.00 charge, payable
at thedoor. Pre-regidtrationisnecessary- call Catriona
at NAP 996-3266 or email cmortell@ci.ann-
arbor.mi.ustoregister. Lunchwill beprovided.

more NAP-penings continued on page 8
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Volunteer Focus: Quiet Fire
by CatrionaMortell

A Quiet Fireisanoddtitlefor an
articleabout avolunteer, but | do
believeit’san accurate descrip-
tionof Barbara Powell.

Barbarainitialy joined NAP's
burn crew in 1996 during our first
training. Shehasreturned each
year since then, and has been a
va uablemember of theburn crew
each season. Sheinitialy came
tothetraining because of her in-
terestinprairiesand prairieburns.
She may not have expected to
catch the NAPfirebug but she now isone of our most seasoned
veterans. Barbara sfriendly demeanor and quiet intensity are
seeninall of therolesshe' splayed on theburn crew, from public
relationstoignition.

Barbaraisoneof NAP sexceptiona volunteers, but weare not
theonly organization that hasbenefitted from her talentsand in-
terests. Through teaching and service projects, shevolunteers
her time in a number of places. Barbaravolunteersat UM
Matthaei Botanica GardensasaDocent and at Ann Arbor Pub-
lic Schoolsasan Environmental Education Field Trip Leader.
Additionally, sheisan active SierraClub member and aleader
for theHuron Valey Group’sinner City Outingsprogramfor city
youths. Both sheand her husband Ral ph |ead service projects
for the North Country Trail Association and participatein ser-
vice projectswith theAmerican Hiking Society.

Barbaraenjoysteaching and seesareal need for disseminating
information about the natural world, especialy to young people.
Thisisoneof the reasons she gives so much of her timeto
educational programs. Sheviewsher participationin service
projectsasboth alearning experience and achanceto meet in-
teresting people. Between theseteaching and service projects,
sheisquiteapostiveforceintheenvironmental field. Thewon-
derful thing about Barbaraisthetime and effort she putsinto
volunteer activities, they are smply apart of who sheisand how
she (and Ralph) approach things.

So back tothat title, likeaprescribed ecologica burn (fire) Bar-
baraquietly and effectively actsto protect, restore and cham-
piontheenvironment.

Volunteer News and Notes

You really must check out the garden at Furstenberg
Park. Aunita Erskinehasbeenworkingdiligently
with other volunteersat making thisnative plant garden
area showpiece. Aunitaasolendsher energiesto
the native plant garden in the Project Grow
Demondtration Garden at the Ledlie Science Center.
Shehasdonealot of research onthe plantsin these
gardens and enjoys sharing her knowledge with
volunteers. JoinAunita sgroup at the Furstenberg
Native Plant Demonstration Garden workdayson
June1l, uly 15and August 19.

We have had wonder ful help theselast few months
with our workdays, burns, inventories and special
projects. Brown Park hasreceived specid attention
inthelast month; Studentsfrom the NEW School
put inover 75 hoursremoving non-nativeinvasives
from the park. The Park also received specia
attention from Mark Charles, who organized a
neighborhood workday at the park to remove
invasives. The Professional Volunteer Corps
continues to wow us with it’s energy both at
Sugarbush and at Black Pond Woods workdays.
Argo Park hasanew steward, Gillian Harris. Gillian
has been involved with NAP in the past and is
currently conducting the breeding bird survey for
Argo. Assteward she' |l takeon many moreactivities!
Photo monitors have been busy documenting
restoration work in the parks. The inventory
volunteer sarea soworking hardtoidentify various
fauna in the parks. Workdays have been very
productive this spring. We appreciate all thetime
volunteerscontribute. Itisagreat thing whenweget
a call from someone interested in volunteering.
Summer eveningworkdaysareawaysaniceway to
unwind after along day in the office! We hopeyou
joinussoon!

NAPisinterested intracking thelocation and extent
that Pur pleL oosestrifeis spreading throughout our
parks. Help usmonitor thispurple plague. Call the
NAP officeto signup for the purple patrol! While
on patrol you' [l map and notify NAP of locations
plusyou' Il cut off theflowering (seed) head. Aspart
of our purplepatral efforts, wewill aso be sponsoring
aspecia loosedtrifeidentification project for children
during Huron River Day, July 9, 2000.
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Summer 2000 Volunteer Stewardship Calendar

JUNE

June 14 Wednesday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Furstenberg Park
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Joinus inan effort to remove the
dreaded spotted knapweed from the
prairie. We will be hand pulling, and
because of possible skin irritations
caused by this plant, we strongly
recommend long pants,long sleeves,
socks and closed toe shoes.

Location: Landfill ’ é
Time: 7:30 AM

Join Dea Armstrong, NAP Ornithologist
at this birding hotspot to learn how
rewarding birding can be. Meet at the
small parking lot at the Platt Road
entrance.

Z
45
o2
hE

June 17 Saturday
Breeding Bird Survey Walk

When joining our stewardship
workdays - Please come
~4 dressed for work outdoors!
2 For your safety, long pants
AN and closed toe shoes are

\»“ required.

Would you like to receive a
reminder of our events?

A few days before an event NAP
can e-mail you a reminder of
what, where and whenl!

Please send an e-mail to Cationa
at cmortell@ci.ann-arbor.mi.us
to get on the e-mail
notification list.

JULY

July 5 Wednesday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday \k
Location: Arborhills Nature Area
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 PM

This natural area is a small Beech-Maple
woodland, with a small wetland area. Join

us to remove any invasives we find. Meet
at the park entrance on Green Rd.

July 9 Sunday

Huron River Day

Location: Gallup Park

Time: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Join the riverside celebration! Events
include canoe and foot races in the
morning, entertainment, activities and
environmental information in the
afternoon. A great day of events for the
whole family! Join the Butterfly Walk led
by Chris Rickards from 10:00 AM - 12:00
PM

July 15 Saturday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday /a‘? %

Location: Furstenberg Native Plant &

Demonstration Garden.

Time: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Continue to learn about gardening with
native plants. Bring your own garden fools
if you have them. Meet at the garden just
east of the entrance drive of f Fuller Rd.

July 26 Wednesday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday =
Location: Maryfield-Wildwood Park

Time: 6:00 - 8:00 PM

We'll remove invasives from this west-side
hidden treasure. Meet at the park backstop
onLinwood near Brierwood St.

AUGUST

August 2 Wednesday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday ™~
Location: Fritz Park >
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Join in removing invasives from this small
west side woodland. Meet at the shelter.

Street parking is available onRussett, and
Northwood Streets.

August 5 Saturday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday \k
Location: Furstenberg Park o
Time: 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Join us once again to remove invasive non-
native plants. This park is of f Fuller Rd
across from the Huron HighSchool
entrance. Meet near the restrooms.
Location: Brown Park \&
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Join us in removing non-native invasive
plants from this south side park. Meet at the
Packard Rd entrance.

August 16 Wednesday
Volunteer Stewardship Workday

August 19 Saturday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday

Location: Furstenberg Native Plant

Demonstration Garden.

Time: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Keep on learning about gardening with

native plants. Bring your own garden tools

if you have them. Meet at the garden just

east of the entrance drive off Fuller Rd.
\i

Location: Hollywood Park

Time: 10:00AM - 1:00 PM

We will remove invasives from this small

westside woodland. Meet at the park on
Sequoia Parkway.

i {\V

September

September 16 Saturday
Volunteer Stewardship Workday

Notice the

lovely
drawings on pages 3, 5
and 5? They were
donated to NAPby local
artist Susan Falcone. _
Susan also volunteers ~
on the Breeding Bird survey.
Thank you Susan!

NAP NEWS

Summer 2000



Continued from page 1....0Our Changing Ecological Perspective

evolving, living ecosysemswhichareinther current tete
only because of past circumstances. So, abottomland,
floodplain forestistheway itis partly becauseit has
gonethrough thousands of years of seasonal flooding.
Stop that flooding, or ater itsfrequency or degree, and
you alter that floodplain ecosystem. Likewise, prairies,
oak savannas, oak forests, and many other fire-adapted
ecosystemsin southeastern Michigan looked theway they
didin 1701 partly becausethey had just gonethrough
thousandsof yearsof frequent, perhapsannual, burning
by Native Americans, for whom firewas animportant
cultural tradition. Take away thosefires, and thefuture
character of those ecosystemswill changedramatically
fromwhat it washistoricaly. Thisisespecidly true con-
sidering that there’' sanew group of playersinthegame
now that weren't there historically - exatic, invasve spe-
cies.

Exotic speciesare, by definition, specieswhichwerenot
herein Michigan historically - say, prior to widespread
European settlement inthe 18th and 19th centuries. These
are specieswhich have spent thousands of yearsevolv-
ing somewhere elseintheworld, perhaps Asiaor Eu-
rope. Intheir native environment, their numbersare kept
incheck by various pests, diseases, and other competi-
tors. But bring them over hereto Michigan, and freethem
of those natural population controls, and their numbers
can skyrocket, often to the detriment of our own native
species. Thisiscertainly not true of all exotic species,
many of which cannot handle our cold winters. But those
which do thrive here and out-compete our native spe-
ciesarecaled“invasive species.”

Wait aminute, how can an “exotic” species out-com-
petea“ native’ species, which evolved herein Michigan
and should, therefore, be best adapted to the conditions
here?Ah, that’ sthe problem! The current environmental
conditionsare not the same asthey’ ve been for the past
ten thousand years. Remember the fragmentation, and
thefact that the historic ecosystemswere crested through
historic processeslikeflooding and fire?Well, snce Eu-
ropeans arrived, those fires are no longer sweeping
through our oak woodlandsand our prairies. Inthisradi-
cdly new environment, onewithout fire, our native plant
specieshave amuch harder time competing with those
exotic plant species. Remember, because the exotics

aren’'tlivingintheir “home” environment, they don’t haveto
worry about insects, diseases, and other pestswhich plague
thenatives. They’ refreeto” multiply, and subduethe Earth.”

What'swrong with that?\Well, nothing - unlessyou find enjoy-
ment inarich carpet of diverse spring wildflowers, or youlike
butterfliesof many different colors, shapes, and sizes, or you
prefer aground-cover which absorbsrainwater rather than
letting it wash away bare soil. Native ecosystemsarediverse,
stable, and ecologically very functiona. There'sa“ balance of
nature’ therewhichyou don’t findinadensebuckthornthicket,
or amonoculture of purpleloosestrife. With plant diversity
comesinsect and bird diversity. With them comes other wild-
lifediveraty. With diversity comesstability, and sustainability.

So, one of the big changesto hit Ann Arbor in the past 30
yearswastheredizationthat if weredly want to preserve part
of nature for our kids, we need to do more than just put a
fence around it. We need to manageit, not because we hu-
mans know how to improve on Mother Nature, but ssimply
because we arethe onesresponsiblefor disrupting thingsin
thefirst place. It'stoo lateto just say, “L et Nature takeits
course’ becausewe havedready so dramatically changed that
course ever sincewe began settling thiscontinent. Likeit or
not, we' releftintherole of Steward for our natural aregs.

o XA T
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Spring 2000 Prescribed Burn Report:
Thinking Small

by Dave Borneman

Well, the smoke has cleared following another NAP burn
season, soit’ stimeto sit back and reflect on what happened.
Thiswasarecord burnseasonfor usinsevera areas. Butfirst,
let’ sdothenumbers: Thisspring, betweenMarch 7thand April
28th, weburned on 16 different days, in21 different parks. We
burned about 150 acres, inabout 30 burnunits,” whichgives
usanaverageburnunitsizeof 5acres. Our first burn, inBrown
Park, wasthelargest at nearly 20 acres.

A*“burnunit,” by theway, isadiscreteareaboundedonall sides
by some type of burn break - such astheriver, therailroad
tracks, a trail, a mowed lawn - anything that is free of
combustible material and thus will stop the spread of fire.
Typically, weentirely ignite, andthenallow toburncompletely,
one“burnunit” beforegoingontothenext. Butwherethereare
severd trailshisecting oneblock of habitat, wesometimesburn
themall asone”burnunit,” sotheactual number of “burnunits’
iIssomewhat arbitrary. But, aslong aswecount themthesame
way fromyear to year, wecan still make somecomparisons.

Inthespring of 1997, weburned 205 acres- themost ever -in
20different“burnunits’ for an average of about 10 acresper
unit. Thisisdoubletheaveragesizeof our “burnunits’ thispast
spring. So, why are we now doing smaller burns? Well, it
certainly isn't becauseit’ smoreconvenient! It would bemuch
easier to burna30 acreblock al at oncethanto just burn 10
acresthisyear but havetoreturnnext year todoanother 10acres
and athirdyear todothefina 10acres. No, thereasonwe're
makingthingsmoredifficult for oursalvesisprimarily becauseof
our concern about butterfliesand other insects.

Y ou see, although firedoesgreat thingsto butterfly habitat, it
doesterriblethingstoindividua butterfly eggslaidtheprevious
fall withinthat habitat. Thesameistrueof many other insects.
Likethefire-adapted oaks, grasses, and other native plantsof
our historical landscape, thesecreatureshaveall evolved with
fire. Infact, thelossof fireasanatural processhasledtotheloss
of much suitablehabitat for thesecreatures.

) continued on page 8
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Native Plant Focus
By MichelleMichney

Wandering near wetlands or moist woodland edges
thissummer, you are sureto spot someplantswith a
uniquebotanica higtory. You arelikely to seethewhite
flowers of common boneset (Eupatorium
perfoliatum), andthestriking, tall, flat, pinkish-purple
flower heads of Sweet Joe-pyeweed (Eupatorium
purpureum) and Spotted Joe-pye weed (E.
maculatum). All three bloom from July to September.
Also noticeable because of itsheight, Joe-pyeweed
canreach six feetinheight, with common boneset close
behind at fivefest.

There seem to be at least two different legends
surrounding the name*“ Joe-pye,” and whereit came
from. Themost common ledgend isthat Joe Pyewas
a Native American man who wished to become a
healer. Oneday, hewas presented with ayoung boy
withaboneinjury. Theherb heneeded for acurewas
boneset, but when hewent into themarshto collect it,
he mistook Joe-pye Weed for it, and it didn’t work.
Thegodsbecamevery angry, and turned Joe Pyeinto
theplant he had collected. Theother story isthat Joe
Pye was a healer who used Joe-pye weed to cure
typhoid and many other diseases.

It iseasy to mistake Joe-pyeweed for boneset when
they arenot inbloom. They grow to dmost thesame
heights, and thedry flower headshaveasimilar shape.
The difference becomes apparent when you take a
closer look at theleaves. Theleavesof the Joe-pye
weed have distinct petioles, and there may be any-
wherefrom threeto seven leaves growing fromthe
same point onthe main stem. Boneset has opposite
leaves, with no petioles, and thetwo |eaves cometo-
gether at themain steminaway that givetheimpres-
sionthey areoneledf.

Thisunion of theleavesaround thestemiswhat goves
boneset its name. To early herbalists, the way the
leavesgrew fromthestemindicated it would beuseful
in setting bones. So the leaves were used to wrap
broken bones. It wasa so used medicindly for tresting
influenza, rheumatism, andfevers.

NAP NEWS
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continued from page 7...

Thinking Small
' ‘ ‘

‘i ‘l‘:ib I‘"‘ii‘”i"‘: \ : ' | “"

But now we'releft in adelicate situation because, although all the
butterfly habitat would benefit fromaburn, it’ sprobably best tonot burn
al of itat thesametime. It slikepaintingthefloor of your house: Either
youpaint haf of it at atimeandliveintheother haf whileit' sdrying, or
youpaintdl of itandthenmoveout for afew days. Theonly difference
withthebutterfliesand other insectsisthat they can’ t moveout for afew
days, especialy if they’rein the egg stage. So, we havetorely on
populationssurviving inthe unburned areasto repopul ateany areas
whichmay havelostinsectsduringtheburn.

Thiscreatesalot of logistical headachesfor theburn crew, andal ot of
extrawork. In 1997, for example, weburned on 18 days, but only two
of thosewere” multipleburn” days, whereweburnedtwodifferent Sites.
Thispast spring, weonly burned 16 days, and two of thosewere2-burn
days, andfour of themwere 3-burndays! Todothat, thecrew hasto
work really hardto prepthevarioussites, dotheburn, andfinishitup
quickly sowecan pack upthesignsand movetoadifferent sitetodo
another smd| burn.

Thisisoneof thereasonsthat NAPsurveysbutterfliesevery year - to
monitor thepopul ationsof theselovely insects. Thissurvey hashelped
ustoreaizetheneedto shrink thesizeof our burnunits, andto shrink
itevenmoreinthefuture. Inthepast few years, we' vejust tried to not
burnall of thepark at onetime. Inthefuture, we'll focusmoreon not
burningall of theprimebutterfly habitat at onetime.

For example, the Slivery Checkerspot butterfly isabundantinnocity
park other thanMarshall. Butit does’t occur throughout thepark, only
inarelatively small sectionwhichisoldfieldrather thanforest. This
summer, wewill map the exact location of thisbutterfly’ soldfield
habitat, and dividethat into severa burnunits, only oneof whichwill be
burnedinany givenyear. Thiswill helpmaintainthelong-termhedlth of
thispopulation by ensuring that therewill waysbe someunburned
butterfly eggsto replaceany that may havebelostintheburn.

Tomaintainthispace, werely heavily onvolunteers. Thisspring, they
really camethrough for us. Thirty different people, the most ever,
showed uptohel pwithat least oneburnthisspring, and many of them
cameback for more. Truly, wecould not havedonetheseburnswithout
theseindividuds. Thank youfor thoseefforts, wered |y gppreciatethem.
Andmoreimportantly, thebutterflies, moths, grasshoppers, ants, | eaf-
hoppers, beetl es, and other insectsappreciatethemtoo.
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Another new staff member hasjoined ussince
the last newsletter. Jen Lewisis our latest
conservation worker. She'sapart time student
at Eastern studying biology. She may look
familar to some Veterans Park users; she has
taught skating therefor few years. Alsothis
summer wewe haveastudent from UM School
of Natura Resourcesand Environment interning
withNAPR. Aspart of her internshipK atherine
O’ Brien will beworking with the conservation
crew and isassisting with outreach projects.

Inan effort to managethe City’sever growing
Canada Goose population, NAPisworking
with the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources to pilot a new goose tracking
program. In May, the MDNR placed radio
telemeters(collars) ontwo femaegeesefrom
Gdlup, withtheintent of tracking their migration
viasatellite. Someday if we can prevent the
geesefrom successtully nesting here, they may
be induced to make a ‘molt migration’ to
Hudson Bay for thesummer. Thisnew tracking
programwill also bepilotedinahandful of other
select sitesthroughout the state. Stay tuned for
theresultsof thisstudy.

The City of Ann Arbor Parksand Recreation
Department will receivea medallion award
from the American Society of Landscape
Architectsfor thelandscape designsof Gallup,
Cedar Bend and Furstenberg Parks. Itispart
of ASLA’'s 100 year celebration to recognize
ggnificant landscapes. Parksand Recregtionwill
team with Nichols Arboretum to host the
presentation of the awardsin conjunction with
Arb Fest, Saturday, June 10. The designersof
Gallup and Furstenberg will speak and Bob
Grese, Nichols Arboretum Director and UM
L andscape Architecture Professor will talk
about design and history of Cedar Bend and
Island Parks as well as the Arboretum. The
event will take placeat 3:00 PM at the Reader
Center inthe Arboretum.
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Butterfly Sightings
by CatrionaMortell

Warm southerly windsand regular rains
have brought about an explosion of but-
terfly activity recently with many early
sightings—some as early as 3 weeks.
Examplesof early migrant sghtingsin-
clude the Monarch, and an unusual
sghting of asummer migrant, the Buckeye. Butterfly identification
can bechalenging, but with binoculars, anidentification book, and
practiceweall can get to know thesewondrous creatures.

Butterfliesare part of theanimal kingdomintheinsect order L epi-
doptera, which also include moths. Thelayperson may confuse
butterfliesand mothsbecause of their smilarities, and becausemoths
aremorenumerous. However onedigtinct differenceisthat butter-
fliesfly during theday and mothsat night. Butterfliesrest their wings
vertically over their back while moths have afew positions—tent
like over the back, extended at sides, or wrapped around them.
Almost al butterflieshaveclub likeendingsto their antennaewhile
mothsdo not. Butterfliesaredividedintotwo * superfamilies.” True
butterflies, the Papilionoidea, have narrow bodies, long antennae
and brightly colored wings. Skippers(Hesperioidea) makeup the
second family. They are more compact and hairy, with short trian-
gular wingsand muted col oration of tawny orange, brown, black or

gray.

Besidesfiguring out what plantsand habitatsarelikely to host spe-
cificbutterflies, getting to know col oration and wing shapewill help
inidentifying variousbutterfly species. Coloration of butterfly wings
isduetomillionsof shingle-likeoverlapping scales. Solid colorsare
from pigmented scales, whileiridescent huesarefrom faceted scaes
that refract light. Onceyou begintolearnthewing color patterns,
you' Il notice some of the defenses butterflieshave evolved. For
example, false eyespot markings are found near wing edgesor a
conspicuoustail will helpto distract predatorsaway from morevul-
nerablebody parts. Since predators|earn which speciesaretoxic
by their color, somebutterflieshave evol ved tomimicthecoloration
of thetoxic butterfliesin order to fool predators. Some species
have under wing colorsthat resemble bark, but their topwingsare
coloredvividly which, when quickly displayed, can haveadtartling
effect.

Thereisdtill timetojointhe butterfly survey team. We conduct the
survey through September. Please contact the NAPofficeif you'd
liketojoin ChrisRickardsand theinventory volunteers.

A Haven for Grassland Birds
by Dea Armstrong

Grassland species of birds such as Grasshopper
Sparrows, Bobolinks, Savannah Sparrows, and
Eastern and Western Meadowlarks havedeclined
tolessthan 50% of their populationlevelsof 30
years ago. The decline can be attributed to a
general loss of grasdand habitat aswell asmore
frequent and, consequently, earlier mowing of these
areasfor agricultural or cosmetic reasons.

All of thesebird speciescan befound breedingin
thegrassy areasof the City landfill on Platt Road.
Inmid-May David Bornemanand | sat downwith
landfill staff, Danny Cozart, Anne Sibole, Nancy
Stoneand Peter Hoke. Wetaked about the needs
of breeding grasd and birdsthat have beguntouse
the capped |andfill areasasbreeding grounds (four
to six weeksof breeding and brood -raisingtime
inafield that won't be cut just as nestlings are
beginningto hatch). And aswetalked, thegrass
management staff and the education staff at the
landfill listened. Thenitwasour turntolistenas
Danny Cozart told us about how often he needed
to mow the grass on and around the capped
landfillsin order to maintain vigorousroot growth
and keep erosionto aminimum.

Theoutcomeof sharingall of our informationwas
that welearned that certain areas of the capped
landfills must be mowed frequently per MDEQ
regulations. However, with very minor
adjusmentsinthemowing scheduleof asubstantia
area of the capped landfills, Grasshopper
Sparrows, Bobolinksand other grasdand species
of birdsshould haveenoughtimetofledgeat least
onebrood. And sothisyear, thelandfill staff will
adjust their mowing schedulewhileweat NAP
follow thelife cycle of the grassland speciesas
they raisetheir offspring. Weareexcited
to be a part of this wonderful
“alternative” mowing plan and
congratulate the landfill staff on
their willingnesstolook at
the situation with a
“bird’s-eye
view!”

NAP NEWS 9

Summer 2000



Become a native plant sleuth.
Find out more about these plants on page 7 in the
Native Plant Focus.

If you stop to enjoy the
wetland flowers this
summer, be sure to look
for Joe-pye weed and
common boneset. You
may also spot some
Yellow and Black Tiger
Swallowtail butterflies, as
they are especially fond of
the Joe-pye nectar.

Photo’s from “ eNature.com” the Common Boneset Spotted Joe-pye weed

E%'ggﬂiﬁgumn Society Online (Eupatorium perfoliatum) (Eupatorium macul atum)
Natural Area Preservation BULK RATE
City of Ann Arbor us PPOAS”;AGE
Dept. of Parks and Recreation ANN ARBOR. M
1831 Traver Rd. PERMIT NO. 178

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105

Return Service Requested



