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The mission of the Natural Area Preservation Divisionisto
protect and restore Ann Arbor’s natural areas and foster
an environmental ethic among its citizens.

Natural Area Preservation is funded by the Ann Arbor
Department of Parks and Recreation’s voter-approved
Park Maintenance and Repair Millage.

Park Focus: Black Pond Woods
by Jennifer Maigret

Black Pond Woodsisnamed for asmall, vernal pond whosebasinwascarved by
recedingglaciers. Tanninsand humicacidsfrom|ef litter causethewater color tobe
dark brown, thusgiving risetothename*“Black Pond.” Thewater inthepondis
collectedentirely fromrainfall that drainsintothebasinsincetherearenoincoming
springsor stream. Thepondis, therefore, atitsheight inthespringand dry during
summer months, effectively excludingfishfromitsinhospitableconditions. Thelack
of fish, however, hascreated favorableconditionsfor ahost of frogsand salamanders
whoseeggswoul d otherwise be susceptibleto depredation.

Springisthebest timeof year tovisit Black Pondto catch aglimpseof theseresident
amphibians. Onthefirst warm, rainy evening of spring, spotted salamandersforgo
their winter refugeunder theforest’ sleef litter and migratetothepond. Inafew days
time, hundredsof sdlamandersperformeaborate
mating ritual sunder thecover of night, lay eggs
and disappear intotheduff onceagain. Springis
also agood time to hear the songs of several
gpeciesof frogsfoundat thepond. Whenyouvist
Black Pondto experiencethisspring passage, be
suretostay onthetrail sandfloating boardwalk to
avoidtramplingitsddicateshoreline.

I Ne spottea salamanaer.

Thewoodssurrounding, athough namedfor thePond, arenoteworthy aswell. Black
Pond Woodshasthreedistinctivehabitat typeswithinitsboundaries. Thewoods
surrounding thepondand comprising most of thenorthernand western areasof Black
Pond Woods are mature oak-hickory forest. A largeareaadjacenttothelLedlie
Science Center boundary and into the central region of Black Pond Woods had
historically beenfdlow fieldsandiscurrently growinginwith shrubsand herbaceous
savannaplants. Thereisalsoawet meadow |ocatedinthenortheast corner of Black
PondWoods. Eachof thethreehabitat typeshostsadifferent diversity of nativeplants
and anima swhich contributeto maketheoverall biodiversity of Black Pond\Woods
relativeyhigh.

Park Focusis continued on page 6
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Coordinator’s Corner:

Re-thinking our mission =

Careful readerswill noticeachangeonthefront pageof this
newsdl etter. Wenow haveanew mission statement! Theold
oneread, “toprotect, restore, and championthenatura areas
of Ann Arbor.” The new one says, “to protect and restore
Ann Arbor’s natural areas and foster an environmental
ethicamong itscitizens.” Why the change?

| started thinking about it afew yearsagowhenanoldfriend
challenged meonthereal benefit that NAPwascontributing.
Tosummarizehisthoughts, hequoted aletter Aldo L eopold
had writtentofellow-conservationist Doug Wade:

Thingsthat are done wholly by government arereally not
done, because any decent |and useisworthwhile, not only
for its effect on land, but for its effect on the owner. If the
owner isan impersonal government, nobody is benefitted
except the government employee.

Wow! That really hitme! Andithelped merealizethat evenif
NAP had lots of money to hire lots of staff to do all the
ecol ogical restoration work that needsto bedoneinall the
parks, that would still not beenough. Sure, the parkswouldbe
ecologically healthier, and thestaff who did thework would
experience acloser kinship with the earth, but what about
Y OU, thepublic?Oh, many of you reading thiswouldnodwith
approval at the work we had accomplished, but wewould
haverobbedyou of themuch moresatisfying experiencetodo
someof your own personal restoration.

No, our real missoninNAPismuchmorethanjust restoring
theland. Itistoempower, encourage, train, and coordinateour
citizenssothey too can participateinthisrestoration. Andinso
doing, they canbegintodevel op, or continuetodevelop, their
own connectiontotheland, their ownenvironmental ethic.

That’s why we offer so many volunteer opportunities:
workdays; burn training; surveysof birds, butterflies, and
frogs,; and the chanceto step up and be avolunteer steward
for oneof theparksyoulovethemost. So, if you' restill looking
for agood resol utionfor thenew millennium, weinviteyouto
get involved with NAP. Come to some of our volunteer
opportunitiesand hel p usaccomplish our mission- wetruly
can’tdoitwithout youl!

-Dave Borneman, Natural Area Preservation Coordinator

NAP-penings

Staff Updates - Last fall, Chris Cookingham,
MichelleMichney, and JanaV anderhaar joined the
Conservation Crew. Chris went to Northern
MichiganUniversity and studied Ecology. Hehasa
deep interest in environmental issues and enjoys
outdoor activitiessuch asbackpacking, canoeing,
andclimbing. Janahasadegreein pre-veterinarian
studieswithafocusonZoology a AuburnUniversity
inAlabama. Wildlifeecology, landscapearchitecture,
andartareamong her hobbies. Michdlefinished her
degreein SculpturefromMaryland FineArtsSchooal.
After graduation shevolunteered with Americorps
and learned what working outdoorswasall about.
CraigMichae shasfilledthenewly created position
of Clerk 11, whichissplitbetweenNAPandtheLedie
ScienceCenter. A graduateof U of M SNRE, Craig
worked as an environmental educator and at an
environmenta non-profit organizationbeforereturning
toAnnArbor. Finally, another new staff memberis
also an old staff member - Catriona (Triona)
M or tell hasreturned to the Outreach Coordinator
position. After working elsewherefor almost two
years, shedetermined her timeand energy are best
spent back at NAP. Trionalooksforwardto getting
re-acquainted or acquainted withall thevolunteers!

Huron Parkway Planting - The medians along
Huron Parkway arewell underway to becoming an
eye-catching prairieof nativeforbsandgrasses. This
past fall you might have seen the crew from the
Michigan Wil dflower Farmworking ontheproject.
After herbicidingtheexistingturfgrass, they useda
no-till drill to sow thenativegrassseed whilethey
hand broadcast theforb seed. Anadditional planting
will takeplacethisspring. Besuretokeepalookout
forthecolorful andrestorativeface-lift thatwill unfold
thisspringaongtheParkway.

Earth Day - Eventsareplannedfor
April 15th and 16th this year.
Check the calendar on page5for a
completelisting. TheLedieScience
Center will host afamily friendly, hands-on Earth
Day festival on Sunday from1to5PM.

Thanks-toal thosewhoworked so hardto support

the Parks Acquisition Millage. It passed in

November withapproval from 65 % of thevoters!
continued on page 4
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Fall Burn Season Update

by Kee Condict

A Roaring Success! November wasarecord setting month
for NAP. Lack of rainfall provided ideal conditionsfor
conducting prescribed burnsin someof our natural areas.
What weinitially expectedtobeashort burntraining season
for someof our new staff, turned into agreat opportunity to
extend our restoration efforts. Even sub-freezing
temperatures, aninquiry by thelocal fire department and
shorter day light didn’t keepusfromburning. All saidand
done, we burned about 55 acresin 6 different parks - a
record for NAP sfall burn season. That bringsour 1999
total to about 155 acres; an impressive accomplishment
congderingwe conducted predominantly woodland burns.

Wediscoveredthat withadry fal season, theoak woodlands
provided great fuel, asdidtheprairieremnantsand savanna
areas. Therewasa solessmop-upthaninthespring, which
isappreciated by anyonewho hascarried oneof our back
pack sprayers before. Just ask some of our veteran
volunteersincluding Barb Powell, Steve Bean, Rick Foster,
ChrisWeaver and Jan Wolter who hel ped uswith our fall
burnsandwho haveproventhemselvesproficientintheart
of prescribed burns. Without their help, andthehel p of our
other volunteers and staff, we wouldn’t have had such a
successful burnseason. Thank-youdll.

As many of you know, NAP also conducts prescribed
ecological burnsintheCity’ snatural areasMarchthrough
May. Fireservesasavaluablerestorationtool, helpingto
suppressinvasivenon-nativevegetation whilestimulating
fire-adapted, native speciestogrow. Sodream of thespring
thaw and the dancing orangeflamesand | ook throughthe
V olunteer Newsand Notessectiontofind out how you can
participateinour prescribed burn program.

River Cleanup
by CatrionaMortell

Theglisten of foil andthesparkleof glassenticeexcited
criesasteamsof volunteerspadd etheir way downstream
onthespringHuron River cleanup. Hoppinginand out of
canoes, they travel searchingfor trash. Tires, rusted pieces
of metal, bottles, cans, plasticand thoseunidentifiablebits
that litter theshordinemakeupthebulk of what iscollected
by river cleanup volunteers.

DaveFand ow wanted hisrespect for theriver to rub-off
onother folks, so sevenyearsago hestarted aproject that
woulddojust that. Thedriving forcebehindtheannual
spring cleanup, Dave organizes teams of volunteers,
reserves canoes and arranges for the dumpsters at the
drop-off locations. Although thetrash pickupitself isan
ecological milestone, it most importantly serves to
introduce peopletotheideaof stewardship. Asascientist
(withthe Great LakesEnvironmental Research Lab), a
canoei st and fisherman, Davewantsto get peopleexcited
about theriver hoping they’ll takeit astep further and
continuethestewardship ethic.

Thisyear’ scleanupwill takeplace Saturday April 15th. It
isagreat chanceto becomeinvolvedin stewardshipand
community service. Pleasecontact DaveFandow a 741-
23530rviaE-mail at: fand ow@glerl.nosa.govtosign-up
your team. Starting timesfor theevent will bestaggered
between 9:30and 11:00AM, and groupswill beassigned
sectionsof theriver. About 150 volunteersareexpected
to participate, using about 90 canoesfromthe Parksand
Recreation Department canoelivery. Sign-upearly as
spaceislimited. Bepreparedtogetinand out of theboat
at theshoreline- wear rubber boots, and haveyour own
sturdy work gloves. Whileyour boat will serve asthe
temporary dumpster, trash bagsand abucket for glasswill
bevaluabletoolstobring aong.

Editors note: Dave Fanslow and the Huron
River Cleanup Volunteers received a 1999

Trash Community Service Award through the
collected from Michigan Recreation and Park
one section of Association. Congratulations
theHuron! to Dave and those who have
volunteered with this project!
NAP NEWS 3 Spring 2000



NAP-penings contnued from page 2

Spring is just the season to start
hiking or paddling through our
riverside parks. Do you have a
copy of Along the Huron yet?
Thisnaurd

history =& =gsrowm
guide *
providesdetails " ‘a
of the city natural areas
foundaongtheHuronfromBarton
pondto east of the Dixborodam. It
also provides information on the
floraand faunathat can be found
within these areas. Written by
current and former NAPstaff who
have worked to preserve and
restoretheseareas, and utilizingthe
information collected by our
volunteersintheNatural Features
Inventory, it is a local treasure.
Copies can be obtained from the
NAPofficefor only $15, or at many
local bookstores.

NAP hasgotteninonthe*ground
floor’ of two recent advances for
ecological restorationinMichigan.
TheMichiganinvasvePant Council
isanew collaborationtoaddressthe
growing threat that invasive plant
species pose to our natural areas.
Thiscollaborationinvolvesstate,
federal, local and privateagencies
and isoneof only afew of itskind
intheU.S. Thesecond group that
NAP will beinvolved withisthe
Southern Michigan Prescribed
Fire Council, an inter-agency,
effort to bring together various
publicand privatepartiesthat utilize
prescribed fire in restoration
efforts. NAPwill participateasthe
Municipal Gov. Representativeto
theSteering Committee. Thegoal is
toincreasecommunication between
parties, increase public awareness,
establish professional standards,
and generally advance the use of
prescribed firewhereappropriate.

Volunteer News and Notes

TheVolunteer Stewar dship Networ k
isinfull swingagainthisseasonwitha
calendar full of events. TheNetworkis a
resource for volunteers and seeks to
foster coordinated and widespread
preservation, restorationand monitoring
activities. The Network promotes
education and can provide expertiseto
individual sor groupsworkingto protect
local natural areas. Please contact
Catrionaif you' dliketolearnmore.

Thanks- A hugethank-you goesoutto
all of our 1999 volunteers! Our
appreciation potluck dinner held in
December wasenjoyed by everyonein
attendance — especialy those who
stepped up to our “invasives removal
training” piriatas! Weredizenot everyone
wasabletojoinusat thisevent, but your
contributionstotheworkingsof NAPare
alwaysappreciated.

Thanks- A specia thank-you goesto
Stan and Robin Mendenhall for their
continued and generous support. Their
$100 contribution will help fund
restoration activitesin Cedar Bend.

Volunteers Needed!

Jointhe GarlicMustard Watch. We
need volunteers to patrol woodlands
throughout April, May and June.
Volunteers will report where Garlic
Mustard isgrowing and will hand pull
smdll patches. NAPwill providetraining.
With your help, we can keep Garlic
Mustard fromtakingover our woodlands.

BecomeaPhoto Monitor Volunteer.
Volunteerswill helpmonitor restoration
projectsby taking photographsfrom set
points. Duringthefirst few visitstoyour
natura area, you' |l beaccompaniedby a
member of the NAP staff. After that
you'll work on your own. NAP will
providethefilm, youjust shootitandturn
itin!

Pencil NAP In

If theadage* out-of-site-out-of-mind” is
truefor you, it often resultsin missed
opportunities. Through NAPthereare
many opportunitiesto learn about and
contributeto the stewardship of natural
areas. Wehopethat whileyou read and
enjoy thisnewdetter, youwill d soglance
over thevolunteer calendar. But unless
youtaketimeto‘pencil in’ the
eventsyou' dliketoparticipate
in, the newdletter and its
calendar will be” out-of-site- |
out-of-mind” andyou’ Il miss
opportunities. Why not pencil
inaworkday or two, thenwhenit comes
timetoreally scheduleyourself for that
day, you'll haveareminder and can say
“1I"d really rather cut buckthorn.”
Beat the” Oops| missedit!” blues.

BurnCrewTraining

Itwill soonbethat timeof theyear again
to put on those yellow, Nomex suits!
Attend our Burn Trainingandlearn how
you, as a volunteer, can join our burn
crew. Volunteerswill work ongsideour
staff helpingtoignite, monitor weather
and smoke, mop up and conduct general
PR. Burnsaretypicaly carriedout during
weekday afternoons, althoughoccas ond
weekend burns have been known to
happenif theweather isjustright! 1f you
wouldliketobeamember of NAP sburn
crew this season, you must attend the
trainingonMarch 10from 12-5:00 p.m.
Call the NAP office by March 7 to
register for the training or for more
information. Please note that most
burns take place Monday through
Friday from approximately 11:00 am
to 6:00 pm. andweask that volunteers
be available (on-call) at least one day
during the week.

NAP NEWS
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Spring 2000 Volunteer Stewardship Calendar

MARCH
March 7 Tuesday
Frog and Toad Survey Kick-off

Location: Leslie Science Center ..

Time: 7:30 - 9:00PM ié,_ N

Learn more about Ann Arbor's
amphibians while contributing to our
inventory efforts. The meeting will
cover general information about the
survey. Training sessions and route
sign-up will also take place.

March 9 Thursday

Public Meeting M—
Prescribed Burn Program nr
Location: Leslie Science Center 2

Time: 7:30 - 9:00PM

This meeting will provide information on
and an opportunity for discussion about
the Prescribed Ecological Burn Program
conducted by Natural Area
Preservation.

March 10 Friday {
Prescribed Burn Crew Training
Location: Leslie Science Center
Time: 12:00 - 5:00PM

This is the required fraining session
for all new volunteers interested in
assisting with NAP's prescribed burns
this season. Pre-registration by March
7 is required. Call the NAP office at
996-3266. Enrollment is limited.

March 18 Saturday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Dolph Park

Time:10:00AM - 1:00PM -
Help clear and maintain the trails at
this unique natural area. Meet at the
parking lot of f Wagner Road.

March 25 Saturday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Cranbrook Park

Time: 10:00AM - 1:00PM .
Don't go to the mall, take a walk
outside and help with trail maintenance
instead. Meet in the Church of Christ
parking lot at 2530 S Main. (The park
is located between South Main and Ann
Arbor Saline Road, north of Eisenhower
Parkway.)

When joining our stewardship

workdays - Please come
\& dressed for work outdoors!

For your safety long pants

and closed toe shoes are
required.

APRIL
April 1 Saturday \&
Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Gallup Wet Prairie
Time: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
There will be no fooling today when we
remove non-native invasive plants from this

unique natural feature. Meet at Mitchell
Field parking lot, near the Gallup bike path.

April 11 Tuesday Butterfly Survey
Kick-off P
Location: Leslie Science Center &%ﬁ’
Time: 7:30 - 9:00PM

Sunny days, strolling through the parks and
looking for butterflies ... a nice way to
spend your time. Help us to conduct this
annual field survey. This meeting will
provide general information about the

survey, park assignments and training
walks.

April 15 Saturday \
Volunteer Stewardship Workday \b
Location: Black Pond Woods
Time:10:00AM - 1:00PM

Help with trail maintenance in this
beautiful wooded natural area. Meet in the
Leslie Science Center parking lot of f
Traver Rd, by the Project Grow garden.

April 15 Saturday
Huron River Cleanup
Get a team together, pull on your r‘ubber‘
boots, grab your gloves and paddle
downstream. Join this community wide
effort to clean up trash along the Huron.
See the article on page 3 for more
information. Contact Dave Fanslow at
fanslow@glerl.noaa.gov or 741-2353
Location: Leslie Science Center '%
Time: 7:30 - 9:00PM

Do you enjoy bird watching? Join the field
survey team to track nesting birds in our
parks. This meeting will provide
information about the survey and training
walks. Park assignments will be determined.
April 29 Saturday o %ﬂ
Volunteer Stewardship Workday / 1
Location: Furstenberg Native Plant
Demonstration Garden

Time: 10:00AM - 2:00PM

Join this project led by NAP volunteer,
Anita Erskin, and learn about gardening
with native plants. Come prepared to do
general garden maintenance. Meet in

Furstenberg Park of f Fuller Rd, by the
circle drive.

April 18 Tuesday
Breeding Bird Survey Kick-off

MAY

May 6 Saturday

2nd Annual Garlic Mustard
Weed Out Day

Locations: Argo, Cedar Bend,
Bird Hills, Marshall Parks
Time: 10:00AM - 1:00PM
It's the second annual weed
out! Join the effort to
control the garlic mustard
invasion by pulling the plants g
before they set seed. So grab
your gloves, we have the trash bags!
Garlic mustard is easy to pull, so young
and old will also enjoy the day. Meet us
at one of the following locations:

Argo Park: Meet at the parking lot
just north of Argo Canoe Livery off
Longshore Drive.

Cedar Bend: Meet hear the perennial
garden on Cedar Bend Drive.

Bird Hills: Meet at the park entrance on
Bird Road (just west of Huron River
Drive) Additionial parking is available at
the Barton Dam parking lot.

Marshall: Meet at the Marshall parking
lot of f Dixboro Road north of Plymouth
Road.

May 13 Saturday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Furstenberg Native Plant,
Demonstration Garden o {\V
Time: 9:00AM - 1:00PM al
Help in the garden, learn about using
natives in the landscape and chat with
some great volunteers. This workday
will be led by NAP volunteer, Anita
Erskin. Meet in Furstenberg Park of f
Fuller Rd, by the circle drive.

May 20 Saturday \&
Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Bird Hills Park
Time:10:00AM - 1:00PM

Join the effort to remove invasive
plants from this captivating natural
area. Meet at the Bird Road entrance

west of Huron River Drive. Additional
parking is available in the Barton Dam

parking lot. JUNE

June 3 Saturday \
Volunteer Stewardship Workday \»
Location: Sugarbush Park

Time: 10:00AM - 1:00PM

Join the neighbors and help us to
maintain the trails in the park. Meet at
the park entrance of f Bluett Drive.

NAP NEWS
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Park Focus... continued from page 1

Aswithother urbannatura aress, thediversity within Black Pond
Woodsisunder thecontinuouspressureof encroaching, invasive
plants. Prescribed burns, manual removal, and spot treatments
with herbicide are all management toolsthat the Natural Area
Preservation staff usewithinthisnatural areato control thespread
of common invaderslike buckthorn, honeysuckleand oriental
bittersweet. Trail work has been another focus of NAP's
management efforts. Themainlooptrail wascompletedin 1996,
duringwhichtimesectionsof theoriginal trail werere-routedto
lessentheimpact thetrail washavingon steepdopes. Thefollowing
year, thefloating boardwalk waslaid over Black Pondto allow
visitorstoget acloselook without compacting thefragilehumus
aongitsedges.

These restoration activities are continuously being recorded,
alowingfutureconsideration of past changes. Birds, butterflies,
frogs, toadsand plantsareinventoried each year and providea
detailed check-list of many of theorganismsfoundin Black Pond
Woods. A new Black Pond freshwater invertebrateinventory
began last spring asapart of theLeslie Science Center’ s* Pond
Program.” Photographs are also used as an assessment tool.
Specific siteswithin Black Pond Woodswerechosenin 1996 as
representative” snap-shots’ of therestoration and management
work being done. By returning to the same sites and taking
photographsover time, each picture becomesapieceof avisual

history of thechangesoccurringwithinthewoodsor alongthetrails.

Finally, whilewalking along thetrail, you might noticea*” deer
exclosure” demondtration. Last summer, an Eaglescout candidate
erected a fence around an eight-by-eight foot area. This
“exclosure’ will protect thewildflowerswithinitsboundariesfrom
deer browseand over timewill illustratewhat impacts(if any) that
thedeer in Black Pond Woods have on vegetation.

Althoughtherearealot of activitiesgoing onwithin Black Pond
Woods, visitorscanexpect tofind quiet solitudeaswell. Themain
trail-head can befoundby followingthepath
alongside Project Grow’s demonstration
gardens beyond the apple orchard. Trail
mapsareavail ablefromabrochuredi spenser
ontheoutsidewall of themain houseof the
LedieScienceCenter. Thelargeloopcanbe
walkedin30 minutes, but besuretoset aside
enough time to pause and investigate the
many pointsof interest youaresuretofindas
you discover theuniquequalitiesof Black
Pond Woods.

Look for Trillium in
Black Pond Woods

Frog and Toad Survey 1999
By Jennifer Maigret

L ast spring, thefrog and toad survey completed a
successful fifth season. Sincewater sourceslimit
whereAnnArbor’ sresident amphibian populations
can breed, NAP sfrog and toad survey efforts
have aimed to survey asmany of these specialized
habitats as possible, both on and off of park land.

Thesurvey isconducted by listening for frog and
toad calls, which canbegin asearly asmid-March
when patches of snow andicearestill visble. The
first frogsheard inthese cool condictionsare
chorusfrogs, wood frogsand spring peepers. In
all fiveyears, spring peeperswerethe most com-
mon species— found at 46 of 148 sites. Chorus
frogswere consistently heard at 40 Steswhile
wood frogswere heard consistently at 9 sites.

TowardsApril, leopard frogs and American toads
begintosing. Although leopard frogswereonce
themost abundant frogin the state, populations
inexplicably declinedinthe1970's. NAP ssurvey
hasrecorded theselocally rareresidentsat 2 sites
consstently over fiveyears. Thehigh-pitchedtrill
of the Americantoads, by contrast, has been heard
consistently at 20 Sites.

Astemperaturesrise, gray treefrogs, greenfrogs
and bullfrogsbecomeactive. Thisyear, asin
previousyears, gray treefrogswere heard at 15
sites. Greenfrogsare most commonly found at
permanent water sources and have been recorded
consstently at 23 such sites. Likethegreenfrog,
bullfrogs prefer permanent water bodies, but are
theleast common specieson thesurvey, found at
only asinglesite, thewestern most part of Barton.

AsAnn Arbor grows, and land uses change, the
frog and toad survey continuesto beavaluable
record of resident amphibian populations. Thanks
to the 21 volunteerswho contributed over 75
hourstothe 1999 survey! Wehopeyou'll jointhe
2000 survey to help usin our continued efforts,
whiletuning your earsto the songsof spring.
Please see page 5 for information on the Frog
and Toad Survey kickoff session.

Best of luck to Eric Crawford who led the survey this past
year and has since moved onto other projects.
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Breeding Bird Survey 1999
by DeaArmstrong

During the 1999 season, twenty-three vol unteershel ped
survey morethanthirty-three of AnnArbor’sparksand
properties. Volunteersput in 200 plushourssurveying
and recording dataand managed to help locate severa
first time* possiblebreeders’ in our parksand natural
areas. American Woodcockswerelocatedin Barton
and Foxfire, anesting Orchard Oriolein Gallup, sev-
eral singing Grasshopper Sparrowsat thelandfill, and
aWhite-eyed Vireo was seen at Bandemer. Over 80
speciesindl werefound during our survey period (June
and July) and most of these arelikely to be using our
Ann Arbor parksand natural areasasbreeding sites.

Thisyear we a so set out bird housesin severd parks.
Whilewe hoped to attract Bluebirds, any native spe-
ciesnesting in the birdhouseswere considered a“ suc-
cess.” Thesehouses, whichwereconstructed by Ann
Arbor Boy Scoutsfrom Pack 123 provided homesfor
Bluebirds, Tree Swallows, House Wrens and Black-
capped Chickadees as well as the non-native (and
frankly, not-so-wel come) House Sparrow.

We now have 5 years of bird data on 43 parks and
properties -an impressive dataset! BBSvolunteers
areterrific! Their work makesit seemasif wehavean
entirestaff of ornithologists. If you' dliketo helpthis
year, join uson Tuesday, April 18th, 2000 when we
start asixth year of datacollectionwith the Breeding
Bird Survey Kickoff meeting, seepage5for morein-
formation. Seeyouthere!

Thefirst Robins of Spring?

Butterfly Survey 1999
by DaveBorneman

Afterfiveyears, our butterfly surveyis
redly startingtomature. Webeganin
1995, tryingto cover asmany Sitesas
physically possiblesowecould start
building some knowledge about which sites were best for
butterfliesand which specieslivedthere. But withevery year,
our effortsarerefined and refocused to give us better, more
meaningful data

Bronze copper — an
Ann Arbor resident.

Our core of 11 dedicated volunteers, most of them veteran
butterfly watchers, contributed 206 hours to help identify
12,690individua butterfliesof 65 speciesin 10 of our richest
local naturd areasduring 255 stevists. Of these 65 species, 56
areconsidered resident breeders, and 9 aremigrants.

Four new species were added to our inventory this year:
PipevineSwallowtail (amigrantin Barton), Gray Hairstreak
(another migrantinGallup), Mustard White (apossibleresident
inFoster), and Roadsi de Skipper (another possibleresidentin
Marshall). The*winning” park thisyear wasBarton, with 52
speciesfound, including 3recorded nowhereelseinthecity:
PipevineSwallowtall, Little Sulphur, and Hackberry Emperor.
Themost abundant specieswasthe European Cabbage White
(surprised?- no, itisnot nativeto Michigan) with 3468 recorded
individuals. The most abundant natives were the Clouded
Sulphur (1656 records) and Pearl Crescent (1004 records).
Thevery localized resident Silvery Checkerspot wasagain
foundonly inMarshall Park, whereit wasextremely abundant
(314 individuals). Thisis, we hope, at least partially dueto
NAP's prescribed burns which have helped restore large
populationsof their larval food (sunflower) tothepark.

A big THANK Y OU to John Ballou, Laura Beery, David
Cappaert, Valerie Scho Carey, Roger Kuhlman, Jerome
Paulissen, Neil and Lindsay Richards, Nancy Shiffler, John
Swales, and Roger Wykesfor hel ping out withthesurvey this
year. If youwouldliketolearn moreabout butterfliesby helping
out withthe2000 survey, giveusacall or attend our butterfly
survey kick-off on April 11th, seepage5for moreinformation..

ChrisRickardshashung up hisnet asNAP Lepidopterist to
spend timetraveling around the globe. My thanksto Chris,
and especially to the volunteers who made the survey
happen this year.
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NAP Volunteers are involved...

..in
butterfly,
bird, frog

and toad
inventories!

...in Garlic Mustard
Weed Out Day!

...in VOLUNTEER STEWARDSHTIP!

paisanbay adInjeS uinvy

8/T "'ON LINY3d SOT8V IIN 1004y uuy
1IN 9094V NNV Py Joned] TEGT
aivd uollealday pue syied jo 1daq
39VLISOd SN 1004y uuy jJo A1)

31vd M1Ng uolleniasald ealdy |elnleN



