
Ideas for Around Your Home

It really doesn’t matter where you live or whether you have a little 
or a lot of  time and money to invest in your yard; there are many 
things you can do to conserve water and improve water quality.  
Conserving water saves money, protects watersheds, and helps keep 
groundwater tables high.  The ideas found on this and the following 
page highlight some of  the ways that you can contribute to clean 
water and a healthy environment.

An Old Idea Reconsidered
Do you remember the rain barrel from years ago? Consider its 
simple purpose: to collect rainfall from a roof  and store it to water 
flowers and garden plants when the weather turns dry.

Gardeners of  past years knew from experience what chemistry 
teaches us today: rainwater can be better for plants than water 
pumped from the ground or from a municipal source since it is 
not chlorinated, fluoridated or loaded with dissolved salts.  Also, 
rainwater is mildly acidic, which helps plants absorb important 
minerals from the soil.

The rain barrel you choose should be equipped 
with a drain spigot compatible with garden hose 
threading so that rainwater may be directed to drip 
irrigation systems.  An overflow outlet for the bar-
rel is necessary to provide bypass runoff  during 
major rainstorms.  It is important to note that your 
rain barrel must be designed with a removable, 
child resistant cover and mosquito screening on 
water entry holes.  Remember that water from rain 
barrels is not potable.

The rain barrel can be attractively included in 
landscaping plans for patio and deck designs.  

Other Water Saving Tips
Lawns generally need an inch of  water per 
week.  A rain gauge (or tuna fish can) can help 
keep track. 

Water lawns during the early morning hours 
when temperatures and wind speed are the 
lowest.  

Drip irrigation and soaker hoses are excellent 
water-efficient irrigation methods.

If  you have an automated sprinkler system, 
install a rain sensor that shuts it off  after a .25 
inch rain.




