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SEPTEMBER 2022 | ISSUE NO. 4 

  

 

WELCOME 
 

Welcome from the City of Ann Arbor’s Office of Sustainability and 

Innovations (OSI)! We hope that this newsletter provides a glimpse into 

the work we do towards achieving the equitable, healthy, safe, and 

carbon neutral community envisioned in the A2ZERO Plan. If you are 

interested in learning more about A2ZERO and our work, more detail can 

be found on our website: www.a2gov.org/sustainability. And as always, 

thank you for your interest in sustainability activities here in Ann Arbor! 

 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

Equity and justice are at the center of A2ZERO and staff in OSI are 

continuing to ground our work in these critical principles. In that light, 

we’d like to take a moment to honor the geographic and historic space 

we share. We acknowledge that the land the City of Ann Arbor occupies 

is the ancestral, traditional, and contemporary lands of the Anishinaabe 

and Wyandot peoples. We further acknowledge that our city stands, like 

almost all property in the United States, on lands obtained, generally in 

unconscionable ways, from indigenous peoples. The taking of this land 

was formalized by the Treaty of Detroit in 1807. Knowing where we live, 

work, study, and recreate does not change the past, but a thorough 

understanding of the ongoing consequences of this past can empower 

us in our work to create a future that supports human flourishing and 

justice for all individuals. 
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AMBASSADOR 
SPOTLIGHT 

 
 

This month, OSI is spotlighting A2ZERO Ambassador 

Mike Berkowitz! Mike grew up experiencing fossil 

fuel pollution first-hand, having asthma and 

spending a lot of time in Southwest Detroit 

(Michigan's most polluted area), where his parents 

were community social workers. Understandably so, 

his life mission is to decarbonize Michigan's economy 

and protect the environment. Although he joins this 

effort as a private citizen, his day job is with the 

Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal Campaign, where he works 

to retire Michigan’s coal plants, replace them with 

clean energy, and ensure equitable transitions for 

workers and communities. 

This past year, Mike has been helping with outreach 

and virtual energy audits for the Bryant 

neighborhood project, which evaluates homes in 

Ann Arbor's most energy-burdened neighborhood 

and helps them become more efficient, electrified, 

and solar-powered. He's enjoyed hands-on work, 

hauling electronics to the recycling center during the 

neighborhood cleanup, tabling at the Mayor's Green 

Fair, and running the resiliency station at a 

neighborhood appreciation event with the Fire 

Department. He's also spent a lot of time with our 

audit team exploring electric appliances, insulation, 

light bulbs, and all things related to energy efficiency. 

Mike is proud to volunteer with OSI, the Community 

Action Network, and Elevate on this equitable 

project and hopes to step into leading virtual energy 

audits for residents this fall. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Resident Race to Zero Energy Challenge 

Runs through December 31st  

The Resident Race to Zero Energy Challenge is a home 

energy efficiency competition in partnership with Green 

Home Institute. Participants work to improve their 

home's efficiency by reducing their gas, electric, and 

water usage. Participants will be entered into prize 

drawings for completing certain home improvements, 

and prizes will be awarded after the challenge for the 

highest levels of reduction in energy and water use! 

Learn more at www.a2gov.org/energychallenge. 

A2ZERO Plant-Based Challenge 

Runs September 11th through 17th  

Do you want to learn more about plant-based eating 

and the health and sustainability benefits of eating a 

plant-forward diet? Join the A2ZERO Plant-Based 

Challenge by pledging to reduce your consumption of 

animal-based food products for the week! You’ll get 

daily emails with tips, tricks, and recipes; you'll be able 

to join us for an in-person kick-off event, a plant-based 

pizza party, and a series of virtual webinars and cooking 

demonstrations; you can sign up for a reusable grocery 

bag full of plant-based foods to use in your own kitchen; 

and, if you successfully complete a "bean-go" card, 

you'll be entered into a drawing for local and delicious 

prizes! Register at www.a2gov.org/plantchallenge. 

Fall 2022 FreeTree Giveaway 

Sunday, Oct. 2nd | 1:00-5:00pm | LSNC 

The 10,000 Trees Initiative’s next FreeTree Giveaway 

event will be held at the Leslie Science & Nature Center 

(1831 Traver Rd.). We will be giving away seedlings for 

residents of Washtenaw County. Species available will 

include eastern white pine, eastern red cedar, and black 

hills spruce (a variety of white spruce). To learn more 

and register for a time slot to pick up some trees, visit 

https://bit.ly/Fall22FreeTree. Thank you to the 

Washtenaw County Conservation District for partnering 

with OSI to purchase trees for this event. Check out the 

WCCD’s upcoming Fall Tree and Native Plant Sale 

(https://store.washtenawcd.org/collections/2022-fall-

tree-native-plant-sale-1) for another great way to get 

trees this fall!  

http://www.a2gov.org/energychallenge
http://www.a2gov.org/plantchallenge
https://bit.ly/Fall22FreeTree
https://store.washtenawcd.org/collections/2022-fall-tree-native-plant-sale-1
https://store.washtenawcd.org/collections/2022-fall-tree-native-plant-sale-1
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  PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 
 
 

 

Have you seen yard signs like the one above? They’re 

showcasing the solar power installed in our 

community through the Solarize program! This now 

2.5-year old program has resulted in over 3.4 

megawatts of solar installed in our region and has 

saved participants over $1.5 million in upfront costs. 

New Solarize group-buys are forming for the fall – 

and we invite you to join one to learn more about 

solar and the program, no commitment required. Or, 

host a Solarize group and help us bring solar to more 

folks in the community! 

To learn more about solar power and the Solarize 

program, please visit www.a2gov.org/solar or 

contact Julie Roth at JRoth@a2gov.org. 
 

  
 

Pictured above:  Installers stand in front of a 

Solarize participant’s house after completing 

a solar installation. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Second Annual Mayor’s Autumnal Green Fair 

Friday, Oct. 7th | 6:00-9:00pm | Main St. & Library Lane 

Visit the Autumnal Green Fair to explore a multitude of 

exhibits showcasing local green businesses and non-

profits, along with A2ZERO collaborators. Stop by to 

learn what you can do to help us achieve our carbon 

neutrality goals and forge a cleaner, greener future for 

you and our planet! Check out some energy saving 

appliances; ask questions of solar installers; learn about 

green commuting; engage with local green businesses 

and non-profits; or just enjoy some live entertainment - 

there's something for everyone at Green Fair! Learn 

more at www.a2gov.org/greenfair. 

Ann Arbor Local Food Festival 

Thursday, Oct. 13th | 5:00-10:00pm | Farmer’s Market 

The Office of Sustainability and Innovations is excited to 

announce the Ann Arbor Local Food Festival, an event 

to celebrate and enjoy the abundance of this year’s 

harvest from local farms. Attendees will be able to 

purchase prepared food from a variety of vendors, grab 

a drink, and enjoy live music - all while connecting with 

others in the community. Kids are welcome, as there 

will be activities for all ages! There will also be 

opportunities to talk to farmers and others doing work 

in the local food space and learn how you can get 

involved in our local food system. Learn more at 

www.a2gov.org/localfoodfest. 

Ann Arbor Solar Stories 

1st Thursday of the Month | 7:00pm | Zoom  

This one-hour virtual event is hosted by the GLREA on 

the first Thursday of each month. Hear from Ann 

Arborites who have gone solar and have a chance to ask 

them all your questions! Register for "Thursday Night 

Renewable Energy Events" at www.2glrea.org/events 

to receive meeting links. This month, we heard from 

Steve Sherman, who has installed solar on his small 

hobby farm just north of Ann Arbor.  And in November, 

we will hear from folks at Ann Arbor Public Schools 

about their robust on-site solar initiatives. 

 

For information on all of our upcoming events, visit 

www.a2gov.org/sustainability/events.  

 

http://www.a2gov.org/solar
mailto:JRoth@a2gov.org
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Newsletter-Events/Pages/Green-Fair.aspx
http://www.a2gov.org/localfoodfest
https://www.2glrea.org/events
http://www.a2gov.org/sustainability/events
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 

As you may know, President Biden recently signed the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022. This new law makes historic 

investments in climate action. For instance, the IRA increases the federal tax incentive for solar to 30%, including 

installations completed in 2022. In addition, stand-alone batteries now qualify for a 30% tax credit (previously, these 

had to be paired with solar to qualify). And a slew of new incentives are going to be available in 2023 for heat pumps, 

energy efficiency improvements, and much more. If you are interested in learning about the IRA, we will be posting 

updates as we learn more on our IRA webpage: www.a2gov.org/a2ira. Currently, this page contains a high-level 

overview of the IRA of 2022 and a calculator from Rewiring America that provides estimates of applicable tax 

incentives. And check the website regularly - we expect details to come shortly about a webinar we’ll be conducting 

in October to share more about the IRA and what it means for Ann Arborites and A2ZERO!  

 

Seeking New A2ZERO Ambassadors 

Applications are open for a new cohort of A2ZERO Ambassadors! 15-20 selected community members will go through 

a 12-week training program to explore multiple aspects of what it takes to truly become a sustainable and carbon 

neutral community. Ambassadors will leave the training with the knowledge, tools, and resources needed to discuss 

climate change and the specific actions they and their neighbors can begin implementing to advance carbon 

neutrality. Applications are currently being accepted – apply at https://forms.office.com/g/3qTaQbUX7D.  

 

New Video Series: Stories of Circularity 

A new series, called Making the Old New: Stories of Circularity, showcasing what the Circular Economy looks like in 

action, is coming to CTN. The Circular Economy is all around us in Ann Arbor and beyond. Whether through reuse, 

repair, sharing, lending, swapping, refurbishing, and/or composting, many businesses and organizations are actively 

giving valuable materials–clothes, furniture, electronics, food–a new life, instead of tossing them in the trash. Some 

have also been engaged in sourcing material, growing, and making goods locally, as well as selling in bulk or offering 

refill services to reduce the use of single use packaging and plastics. 

The series’ kickoff promo (https://youtu.be/JpNa9CwvxEc) explains the Circular Economy, how it plays an important 

role in our everyday lives, and how you can participate. Among the inspiring stories that will be featured in this series 

are business and organizations who draw on family traditions that remind us that the “Circular Economy” is a way of 

talking about things that many communities have always done. Their experience teaches us how to bring those 

practices back to life on a larger community scale! Episodes of the Stories of Circularity series premiere this fall on 

CTN Channel 16 and the CTN website. Stay tuned for more information on the series at www.a2gov.org/ctn, or email 

ctn@a2gov.org. For more information on the Circular Economy, visit www.a2gov.org/circulareconomy or email 

Hannah Loftis at HLoftis@a2gov.org.  

 

CONNECT WITH THE OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY AND INNOVATIONS 

EMAIL US (SUSTAINABILITY@A2GOV.ORG) | VISIT US ON THE WEB (A2GOV.ORG/SUSTAINABILITY) 

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST | CHECK OUT OUR YOUTUBE PLAYLIST 

  

https://www.a2gov.org/a2ira
https://forms.office.com/g/3qTaQbUX7D
https://youtu.be/JpNa9CwvxEc
http://www.a2gov.org/ctn
mailto:ctn@a2gov.org
http://www.a2gov.org/circulareconomy
mailto:HLoftis@a2gov.org
mailto:sustainability@a2gov.org
http://www.a2gov.org/sustainability
https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIANNA/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIANNA_146
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw6eY79a9rp8SUIhKeJXX85L1gwhKLN7v


 

5 

 

  
CIRCULAR ECONOMY CORNER 

   
 

     
 

What is the Circular Economy? 

It’s moving back to a culture of reclaiming products and materials that have value (material, emotional, cultural, 

financial, etc.), rather than sending them to the landfill, the incinerator, or other communities and countries to be 

processed. Many cultures, most notably indigenous cultures world-wide, prize conservation and creative reuse of 

material resources. Maybe your grandparents practiced circularity – and chances are that you’re already involved as 

well; take a look at our checklist here to see! Questions? Reach out to us at CircularEconomy@a2gov.org. 
 

Key Highlights 

The City has been hard at work to make Ann Arbor’s Circular Economy part of your life and make it more resilient and 

equitable. Here are key highlights from our efforts since 2021: 

• In partnership with Live Zero Waste, launched the Ann Arbor Reduce, Reuse, Return (A2R3) zero waste takeout 

program, which offers returnable containers for takeout orders at Zingerman’s Next Door Café, Ginger Deli, 

Cinnaholic Bakery, and El Harissa Market Café. Learn more at www.livezerowaste.org/a2r3. 

• In partnership with Live Zero Waste, launched a Resident Race to Zero Waste Challenge, a week-long zero 

waste challenge that occurs three times per year. 926 households have participated in a Zero Waste Challenge 

to date. Learn more at www.livezerowaste.org/a2. 

• Created a video (watch it at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpNa9CwvxEc) explaining what the Circular 

Economy is and its implications in Ann Arbor. 

• Created a Circular Economy map including more than 60 circular businesses and organizations in Ann Arbor – 

you can help us build it out by suggesting other circular entities in Ann Arbor.  

• Started year-round residential compost pick-ups. 

• Launched a new circular economy website at www.a2gov.org/circulareconomy.  
 

Coming Soon! 

Our “Making the Old New: Stories of Circularity'' video series, through which we plan to show you what the Circular 

Economy looks like in action, is in the works! Through reuse, repair, sharing, lending, swapping, refurbishing, and/or 

composting, many businesses and organizations are actively giving valuable materials – clothes, furniture, electronics, 

food, etc. – a new life, instead of tossing them in the trash. Keep an eye out on CTN for Episode #1 - “Moving away 

from single-use packaging: El Harissa, a local Ann Arbor restaurant on the cutting edge of a zero waste take-out 

system.” 

Stay tuned for intermittent updates, engagement opportunities, workshop announcements, and more. We look 

forward to making Ann Arbor more resilient, sustainable, and equitable with you and your community! 

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/Documents/ce%20CHECKLIST.pdf
mailto:CircularEconomy@a2gov.org
http://www.livezerowaste.org/a2r3
http://www.livezerowaste.org/a2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpNa9CwvxEc
(https:/a2-mi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=28c00ac36a5c4bda9830c107cdf8c81d)
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/trash-recycling/Pages/Compost.aspx
http://www.a2gov.org/circulareconomy
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OSI PROGRAM UPDATES 
 

10,000 Trees Initiative  
In almost two years of existence, the 10,000 Trees Initiative has distributed nearly 2,500 trees! The Fall 2022 FreeTree 

Giveaway is scheduled for Sunday, October 2nd. More details can be found in the “Upcoming Events” section on page 

2. In addition, we are currently developing a series of educational workshops and neighborhood tree walks to help 

community members engage with trees and our urban canopy. Visit www.a2gov.org/10ktrees to keep up-to-date on 

all things 10K Trees and sign up for our mailing list. For more information or with any questions, please contact Sean 

Reynolds at SReynolds@a2gov.org.  

 

A2ZERO Ambassadors 

We are currently accepting applications for our fourth cohort of A2ZERO Ambassadors! If you are interested, please 

apply at https://forms.office.com/g/3qTaQbUX7D. Meanwhile, our first three cohorts continue to work on their 

community projects and have been invaluable in our community engagement efforts. For more information or with 

any questions about the Ambassadors program, please contact Galen Hardy at GHardy@a2gov.org. 

 

Aging in Place Efficiently  

Through the Aging in Place Efficiently pilot program, 17 older, income-qualified adults received energy efficiency 

improvements and home safety installations to support their intention to age-in-place. We are thankful for their 

participation and feedback, as they truly helped shape the program for the benefit of future participants. Service 

providers, contractors, and program partners worked diligently to ensure high quality work and customer 

satisfaction. Their dedication contributed to a successful pilot program. In addition to increased home safety and 

comfort, reductions in carbon emissions and energy burdens were achieved. Over the lifetime of the installations, 

carbon reductions total 113 metric tons and utility cost savings total $45,800. Successes and lessons learned were 

shared at a county-wide Forum in July 2022.  

As of August 8, 2022, the Aging in Place Efficiently pilot program is officially closed. OSI staff are actively seeking 

additional funding to support this important work. For more information or with any questions on the AIP program, 

please contact Jennifer Wolf at JWolf@a2gov.org. 

 

Air Quality Monitoring  

The City has installed three solar-powered AQMesh air quality monitors - one at the Kerrytown Farmer’s Market, one 

at the Bryant Community Center, and the third at the intersection of Main & Washington; we are working to install 

a fourth air quality monitor at Allen Elementary School, with further locations in the works. These monitors measure 

pollutants such as particulate matter (PM), carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, ozone, and nitrous oxides. All data 

collected by the monitoring network will soon be made publicly available at www.a2gov.org/airquality. For more 

information on our air quality monitoring efforts, please contact Sean Reynolds at SReynolds@a2gov.org.   

 

Ann Arbor Reduce, Reuse, Return (A2R3)  

US-made, USDA-approved, microwave-, freezer-, and dishwasher-safe reusable containers are available for select 

takeout orders at Zingerman’s Next Door Café, Ginger Deli, Cinnaholic Bakery, and El Harissa Market Café. Containers 

http://www.a2gov.org/10ktrees
mailto:SReynolds@a2gov.org
https://forms.office.com/g/3qTaQbUX7D
mailto:GHardy@a2gov.org
mailto:JWolf@a2gov.org
http://www.a2gov.org/airquality
mailto:SReynolds@a2gov.org
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can be returned to participating businesses to be cleaned and used for future takeout orders, reducing single-use 

container waste and supporting Ann Arbor’s circular economy. Additional businesses will be added to the program 

continually. Simply visit www.livezerowaste.org/a2r3 to register and to check out a container each time you visit a 

participating business! For more information or with any questions on the A2R3 program, please contact Sean 

Reynolds at SReynolds@a2gov.org.  

 

Building Codes 

We are continuing to advocate for the State Bureau of Construction Codes to adopt the 2021 IECC with Zero Code 

Appendix. OSI has submitted written and in-person testimony given the importance of this code update to our carbon 

neutrality goals. For more information, please contact Zach Waas Smith at ZWaassmith@a2gov.org.    

 

Circular Economy 

Check out our new Circular Economy webpage at www.a2gov.org/circulareconomy. On this page, you can learn more 

about the Circular Economy and check out resources such as the Circular Economy GIS map, a tool for residents to 

engage with circular entities in Ann Arbor. Here you can also find a link to sign up for our Circular Economy mailing 

list. The Public Works Department is currently working on a circular economy strategy and is beginning stakeholder 

engagement. If you are interested in being a part of any stakeholder engagement events or have any comments or 

questions about our Circular Economy work, please email Hannah Loftis at HLoftis@a2gov.org.  

 

City Fleet Electrification  

OSI has procured two electric refuse trucks for the City Fleet, partially funded with over $600,000 in Federal and 

State grants. So far, we have exceeded 15% electrification of the City’s light fleet and continue to work towards near 

complete fleet electrification! For more information on the electrification of our City fleet, please contact Simi Barr 

at SBarr@a2gov.org.  

 

Commercial & Multifamily Energy & Water Benchmarking  

Buildings over 100,000 square feet were required to submit a benchmarking report by August 1, 2022. Building 

owners can visit www.a2gov.org/benchmarking or email benchmarking@a2gov.org for instructions on how to 

benchmark your buildings with the ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager, or questions related to accessing energy and 

water data or how to submit benchmarking reports. Support is available to help benchmark buildings - the Ann Arbor 

2030 District offers free benchmarking services to member buildings. There is no cost for Property Owner/Manager 

membership, or to benchmark building(s). Please contact the 2030 District at A2benchmarking@2030districts.org to 

learn more. For more information or with questions on our benchmarking program, please contact Thea Yagerlener 

at TYagerlener@a2gov.org.    

 

Community Climate Action Millage 

On November 8th, Ann Arbor voters will have the chance to vote on a proposed 20-year, 1-mill millage to support 

local climate action. To help ensure voters are aware of what the millage would support, OSI has created a website 

that includes fact sheets, the ballot language as it will appear on the ballot, videos, and the proposed budget for the 

first two years of the millage, should it pass. Visit www.a2gov.org/2022CommunityClimateActionMillage.  

http://www.livezerowaste.org/a2r3
mailto:SReynolds@a2gov.org
mailto:ZWaassmith@a2gov.org
http://www.a2gov.org/circulareconomy
mailto:HLoftis@a2gov.org
mailto:SBarr@a2gov.org
http://www.a2gov.org/benchmarking
mailto:benchmarking@a2gov.org
mailto:A2benchmarking@2030districts.org
mailto:TYagerlener@a2gov.org
http://www.a2gov.org/2022CommunityClimateActionMillage
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DTE Rate Case Intervention 

OSI is a formal intervenor on DTE’s rate case U-20836, arguing against the proposed changes to rates, a new tariff 

for solar users, and proposing changes to battery pilots (along with other updates). The City’s testimony is public and 

can be found on the Michigan Public Service Commission website. For more information on the rate case and OSI’s 

testimonial in the case, please contact Fang Wu at FWu@a2gov.org.  

 

DTE Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) 

OSI staff attended DTE’s IRP technical workshops and provided comments relating to coal plant retirement, 

renewable energy capacity expansion, energy efficiency, and electrification. Staff also attended the Michigan Public 

Services Commission’s technical workshops on the Michigan IRP Parameters (Case No. U-22119) and submitted 

comments relating to these topics. For questions or more information, please reach out to Missy Stults at 

MStults@a2gov.org or Fang Wu at FWu@a2gov.org.  

 

Electrification of Vehicles and Electric Vehicle Readiness 

Four DC fast chargers were installed at City Hall this winter, and OSI has partnered with the Downtown Development 

Authority to deploy 40 dual-port networked charging stations across DDA parking garages. We are also assisting 

multi-unit dwellings interested in EV charging by connecting them with incentives, contractors, and other resources. 

If you live in an apartment or condo and are interested in EV charging at your community, or have any questions 

about our EV programs, please reach out to Simi Barr at SBarr@a2gov.org.  

 

Electrifying City Buildings 

OSI staff have compiled the hourly electricity load profiles and load shapes of each City-owned building and have 

projected energy demand both before and after building electrification and energy upgrades. The 2030 District has 

been contracted to perform energy audits on six pilot City-owned buildings to help identify saving opportunities. We 

have also started to draft a building decarbonization plan, develop customized plans for each building, collect 

building information, and develop an inventory of City buildings to document building data and major appliance 

information. For more information, please contact Simi Barr at SBarr@a2gov.org.  

 

Energy Concierge  

With help from the Energy Concierge Service subcommittee of the Energy Commission, OSI has evaluated the pros 

and cons of multiple energy concierge service business models, interviewed vendors that provide energy concierge 

platform development and energy advisory services, and developed a draft work plan. OSI is currently working with 

the City’s IT office to develop an energy concierge service website, based on lessons learned. The energy concierge 

service will provide consolidated and organized educational information on energy efficiency improvement, 

electrification, and renewable energy options. We are also working with A2ZERO Ambassadors to provide workshops 

where homeowners can share experiences on home energy upgrades. For more information on the energy concierge 

program, please contact Fang Wu at FWu@a2gov.org. 

In addition, OSI has contracted community partners EcoWorks and Elevate Energy to co-develop the design of a one-

on-one Energy Advisor service with the City, including a pilot of the service with 10-20 buildings. This service would 

be free to residents and would assist individuals with evaluating their homes, creating roadmaps to electrification 

and efficiency, and connecting with contractors. For more information, contact Julie Roth at JRoth@a2gov.org.  

mailto:FWu@a2gov.org
mailto:MStults@a2gov.org
mailto:FWu@a2gov.org
mailto:SBarr@a2gov.org
mailto:SBarr@a2gov.org
mailto:FWu@a2gov.org
mailto:JRoth@a2gov.org
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Energy Options Analysis 

On September 6th, Ann Arbor City Council will consider a contract to support a detailed analysis into how the city can 

achieve our A2ZERO goal of powering the community with 100% renewable energy. The energy options analysis will 

include a phase one assessment of traditional municipalization, a rate analysis for the proposed SEU, and a look at 

many other pathways the City may want to pursue to meet our goals. To learn more about what is included in this 

contract, what is not, and what our next steps are, check out this 15-minute video.  

 

Green Rental Housing  

The first public comment period on our Green Rental Housing (GRH) draft policy was successful. Staff are evaluating 

the responses and working to incorporate the feedback into the policy where appropriate. Community engagement 

with stakeholders will continue through program implementation, and staff are at the ready to receive feedback 

outside of the comment periods. The draft policy put together by the task force has been forwarded to the City’s 

legal department for review and comment. Simultaneously, staff have continued to engage and solicit feedback from 

landlords, architects, and engineers on the proposed prescriptive checklist. Once any necessary revisions have been 

made, the checklist will go to the task force once more before proceeding to council (this is expected in Fall 2022).  

Staff are hard at work to compile a comprehensive GRH Resource Hub for landlords and tenants to accompany the 

policy. The GRH Resource Hub will include information about the policy, an FAQ, connections to City and third-party 

financial assistance, and tips for sustainable living. If you have ideas for what the GRH Resource Hub could include, 

or have any questions about the GRH program, please contact Zach Waas Smith at ZWaassmith@a2gov.org or Joe 

Lange at JLange@a2gov.org.   

 

Home Electrification and Heat Pumps  

The Electrification Contractor Badging program, created in partnership with Michigan Saves, assists residents in 

finding qualified professionals (e.g., HVAC technicians, plumbers, energy auditors, electricians, and solar contractors) 

who can assist them with home electrification efforts. Contractors are completing the training now, and badged 

contractors can be found on the Michigan Saves locator tool (https://michigansaves.org/find-a-contractor/) by 

searching “Electrification.” The Electrification webpage has been updated with additional information and resources 

at www.a2gov.org/electrify. Additionally, the IBEW/NECA, our local Electrical Workers Union, is partnering with 

A2ZERO on electrification readiness and is launching a campaign called “The Future is Electric.” As part of this 

campaign, they are releasing informational videos to help residents know what might be involved with upgrading 

homes for electrification of appliances and vehicles. Finally, OSI put on a Home Electrification Expo on July 15th at the 

Farmer’s Market. There were approximately 30 vendors and local businesses talking to an estimated 450 attendees 

about heat pumps, energy audits, induction stoves, electric lawn services, and more. Given the success of the event 

and positive feedback from both attendees and vendors, we anticipate making this an annual event. For more 

information on electrification, please contact Julie Roth at JRoth@a2gov.org.   

 

Home Energy Rating Disclosure  

City staff have developed a pathway to Home Energy Rating Disclosure implementation based on best practices from 

RMI. A communications strategy that lists target audiences, key messaging, and the best tactics to engage each 

audience is in development. A draft website is also in the works, with pages dedicated to homeowners, home buyers, 

realtors, and energy professionals. In addition, materials including mailers, fact sheets, and fliers are being prepared 

for distribution. Please contact Zach Waas Smith at ZWaasSmith@a2gov.org with any questions. 

https://a2gov.zoom.us/rec/share/Jz6SL2EXDyAjCXe_C95U-N_tUht87U0-f97o28NbrvvFq2GNZOozIXdwat25xLLa.88ov8JzoRj419tAe?startTime=1662059549000
mailto:ZWaassmith@a2gov.org
mailto:JLange@a2gov.org
https://michigansaves.org/find-a-contractor/
http://www.a2gov.org/electrify
https://www.ibewneca252.org/a2zero
https://www.ibewneca252.org/a2zero-video-series
mailto:JRoth@a2gov.org
mailto:ZWaasSmith@a2gov.org
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Municipal Energy Use  

The City is working with two firms to design over 4MW of solar energy systems for various municipal sites - including 

City Hall, the Water and Wastewater Treatment Plants, the airport, and various Parks sites. Funding for this project 

is coming, in part, from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). Additionally, the City is conducting energy audits of 

various municipal sites, to understand energy consumption and make improvements where needed. For more 

information or with any questions regarding our municipal energy usage, please contact Simi Barr at 

SBarr@a2gov.org.  

 

Neighborhood-Scale Climate Action – Bryant 

The City continues to collaborate with the Community Action Network, the residents of the Bryant neighborhood, 

Elevate, and other collaborators to make Bryant the first fully decarbonized existing neighborhood in America. OSI is 

delighted to share that the project team recently won a Solar Moonshot grant to support two households with 

deploying solar, as well as a continuation grant from the McKnight Foundation to continue and deepen our 

engagement work in Bryant. In addition, energy audits of neighborhood residences are now underway. The City and 

partners also continually look for other funding sources to support this project. To learn more about the work in 

Bryant or to get involved, please contact Missy Stults at MStults@a2gov.org. 

 

Net Zero Energy Affordable Housing 

Working in collaboration with the Ann Arbor Housing Commission, OSI continues to advance energy waste reduction, 

electrification, and solar energy deployments at affordable housing sites. This includes a $3 million earmark received 

from Congresswoman Dingell to support the transition of 3-4 existing affordable housing sites to as close to net zero 

energy as possible. The team is currently working on the RFPs for solar installations and electrification support at 

these sites. To learn more, please contact Missy Stults at mstults@a2gov.org.  

 

Proposed Municipal Sustainable Energy Utility (SEU) 

Public comment on the City’s proposed Sustainable Energy Utility has been completed, with over 1800 responses to 

the survey! City staff completed analysis of the results and presented them to City Council in August 2022. At the 

request of City Council, an RFP was issued for firms to bid on assisting the city with an Energy Options Analysis to 

research all the options the City has for achieving 100% renewable energy for Ann Arbor. This analysis would include 

the SEU, a feasibility study for a traditional municipal utility, and potential stacking of other viable options. The results 

of the RFP search and recommendations from staff will be presented to City Council on September 6th. To learn more 

and provide feedback, please see www.a2gov.org/a2seu or check out this video. With any questions about the SEU, 

please contact sustainability@a2gov.org. 

 

Renewable Energy Education  

OSI is working in collaboration with the GLREA and the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum to put renewable energy 

signage on buildings that are powered by renewable energy. In addition, we have installed an interactive solar 

sculpture at the Ann Arbor Farmer’s Market and developed educational signage for solar carports and the Farmer’s 

Market sculpture. OSI has also collaborated with the Ann Arbor District Library to host a renewable energy scavenger 

hunt through the Summer Games program, to showcase downtown sites that are powered by renewable energy. For 

more information, please contact Fang Wu at FWu@a2gov.org.  

mailto:SBarr@a2gov.org
mailto:MStults@a2gov.org
mailto:mstults@a2gov.org
http://www.a2gov.org/a2seu
https://a2gov.zoom.us/rec/play/x-Yd9m399TFbxUhBpQaQvEDxe_WzsacAjSc6XnSptDovnLgOcSw526hHgu0I5kzixVBBAvIbbZFQHDxQ.1juxujLA0iyKsblh?startTime=1662059549000
mailto:sustainability@a2gov.org
mailto:FWu@a2gov.org
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Resident Race to Zero Energy 

The Resident Race to Zero Energy Challenge is ongoing through December 31st! This challenge will include monthly 

webinars on how to increase the performance of your home. There will be prize drawings for participants who 

perform easy home improvements like swapping out lightbulbs for LEDs or caulking windows, as well as prizes for 

those who reduce their energy or water usage the most! Prizes will include a bike from Common Cycle, a $500 gift 

card, and more! For more information, please contact Hannah Loftis at HLoftis@2gov.org.    

 

Resident Race to Zero Waste 

The second Resident Race to Zero Waste challenge was held June 5th - 11th. To date, 926 Ann Arbor residents have 

participated in the Zero Waste Challenges, and we’ve had over 35 collaborating businesses! We are currently 

planning a Zero Waste Challenge for University of Michigan students, to be held in the fall. If you are interested in 

sponsoring the UM Student Challenge or hosting an in-person event as a part of the challenge, please email Samuel 

McMullen at Samuel@livezerowaste.org. To learn more about the Resident Race to Zero Waste challenge, please 

visit www.livezerowaste.org/a2 or contact Hannah Loftis at HLoftis@2gov.org. 

 

Solarize  

New Solarize groups are forming for the fall – join a group to receive discounts on solar, or simply to learn more – no 

commitment required. You can also help to host a new group and bring solar to more people! The 2.5-year old 

program has hit the milestone of 3.4 MW of new solar in our region. This represents well over 450 installations, over 

$1.5 million saved in upfront costs, and well over $15 million saved in energy costs over the 25-year warrantied life-

span of solar panels. The program is also introducing a whole segment of the population to the topics of 

electrification and energy efficiency and is deepening our residents’ connection to their energy usage and 

production. The Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association (GLREA) is now assisting folks outside of Washtenaw 

County in implementation of Solarize groups utilizing the Ann Arbor Solarize Toolkit. Additionally, a commercial 

Solarize program is currently in the design phase. For more information on the Solarize program, please contact Julie 

Roth at JRoth@a2gov.org.  

 

Sustainable Food  

Recommendations on a sustainable food purchasing policy – applying to all City purchases of food items – were sent 

to City Council on February 1st. On March 21st, City Council passed a resolution based on these recommendations. 

The resolution can be found here. City staff and local food experts are meeting routinely to develop a framework for 

defining sustainable food in Ann Arbor. This framework will be used in developing the preferred food and vendor 

lists called for in the resolution. In addition, OSI will be holding a Local Food Festival on October 13th at the Ann Arbor 

Farmer’s Market! To learn more about this event, please visit www.a2gov.org/localfoodfest. For more information 

on sustainable food programs, please contact Sean Reynolds at SReynolds@a2gov.org.  

 

Sustaining Ann Arbor Together (SA2T)  

The Sustaining Ann Arbor Together grant is an opportunity to fund publicly focused sustainability-related activities. 

For more information or to apply for our SA2T grant program, please contact Galen Hardy at GHardy@a2gov.org. 

mailto:HLoftis@2gov.org
mailto:Samuel@livezerowaste.org
http://www.livezerowaste.org/a2
mailto:HLoftis@2gov.org
mailto:JRoth@a2gov.org
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:257826ba-82e0-3372-a95e-322e6b716e68#pageNum=1
http://www.a2gov.org/localfoodfest
mailto:SReynolds@a2gov.org
mailto:GHardy@a2gov.org

