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THE CHARGING STATION 
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF A2ZERO AND THE ANN 

ARBOR OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY AND INNOVATIONS 

 

WELCOME 
 

Happy Holidays from the City of Ann Arbor’s Office of Sustainability and 

Innovations (OSI)! We hope that this newsletter provides some helpful tips 

for having a wonderful and sustainable holiday season, from gift giving to 

holiday feasts. If you are interested in learning more about the A2ZERO 

plan and our work in OSI, more details can be found on our website: 

www.a2gov.org/sustainability. And as always, thank you for your interest 

in sustainability activities here in Ann Arbor! 

 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

Equity and justice are at the center of A2ZERO and staff in OSI are 

continuing to ground our work in these critical principles. In that light, 

we’d like to take a moment to honor the geographic and historic space we 

share. We acknowledge that the land the City of Ann Arbor occupies is the 

ancestral, traditional, and contemporary lands of the Anishinaabe and 

Wyandot peoples. We further acknowledge that our city stands, like 

almost all property in the United States, on lands obtained, generally in 

unconscionable ways, from indigenous peoples. The taking of this land 

was formalized by the Treaty of Detroit in 1807. Knowing where we live, 

work, study, and recreate does not change the past, but a thorough 

understanding of the ongoing consequences of this past can empower us 

in our work to create a future that supports human flourishing and justice 

for all individuals. 
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SUSTAINABLE GIFT-GIVING 
 

The season of giving is well underway - with that in mind, OSI wants to encourage everyone to give sustainably this holiday 

season! Below are some resources on sustainable gift purchasing and packaging, to help guide you in making your holidays 

a part of the circular economy. You can learn more about the circular economy at www.a2gov.org/circulareconomy.  

  
GIFT IDEAS 

 
 

Instead of buying new items as gifts, consider one 

of the following gift ideas: 

Gift Cards to Local Businesses. Gift cards are a 

great way to mitigate waste and support local 

businesses. Need inspiration for a local business to 

support by purchasing gift cards? Check out our 

circular economy map at www.a2gov.org/a2ce for 

ideas!  

Experiences. Gifting experiences over physical 

gifts is a fun way to promote sustainability, since 

the recipient will get to make memories and enjoy 

lived experiences without cluttering their home. 

Concert tickets, art lessons, or cooking class are all 

great experiences to gift! For example, check out 

upcoming shows at the Michigan Theater, get 

tickets to the Hands-On Museum, or gift an art 

class at the Ann Arbor Art Center or a cooking class 

at Zingerman’s.  

Create a Gift from Thrifted Goods. Sewing a scarf 

from thrifted yarn, framing art in a thrifted picture 

frame, filling a thrifted mug with local chocolates, 

or propagating a plant in a thrifted pot are all great 

low waste gift ideas. Not feeling crafty? Many 

places sell gifts made from thrifted materials, such 

as these items made in Detroit from materials 

reclaimed from the auto industry. 

 

 

GIFT IDEAS 
 
 

WHERE TO SHOP 
 
 

One of the best ways to shop sustainably is to visit a local thrift 

store! Shopping secondhand reduces the demand for new goods 

and diverts waste from landfills. Plus, thrift stores are a great 

way to find unique and affordable gifts! Check out our Circular 

Economy map for a list of local thrift stores. 

Another great way to shop sustainably is to shop online on resell 

websites. These sites make it easier than ever to find exactly 

what you want to buy for a fraction of the price! Mercari, Ebay, 

Depop, Poshmark, OfferUp, and Facebook Marketplace are all 

sites for finding used gifts. Buying from one of these sites helps 

to prevent unwanted items from ending up in a landfill. Still 

looking? Check out this directory of Michigan-made gifts. 
 

GIFT PACKAGING 
 

Every year, Americans use approximately 4.6 million pounds of 

wrapping paper - and the majority of that paper isn’t recyclable 

or compostable, so it ends up in a landfill. The only wrapping 

paper that can be recycled is paper that is made of 100% paper, 

kraft paper, or lightly inked paper. Fortunately, there are plenty 

of great gift-wrapping alternatives! Wrapping gifts in old 

newspapers or magazines, paper grocery bags, reusable totes, 

scarfs, or thrifted fabric are all great ways to help keep wrapping 

paper out of our landfills. And, instead of buying new gift bags 

or boxes, you can save cardboard boxes from other things and 

place your gifts in those. If you think the recipient would be okay 

with an unwrapped gift, that’s a great option as well! 

 

http://www.a2gov.org/circulareconomy
http://www.a2gov.org/a2ce
https://michigantheatre.org/showtimes/
https://discoverscienceandnature.org/aahom
https://www.annarborartcenter.org/education/upcoming-classes/
https://www.bakewithzing.com/
https://pingreedetroit.com/
http://www.a2gov.org/a2ce
http://www.a2gov.org/a2ce
https://www.mercari.com/
https://www.ebay.com/
https://www.depop.com/
https://poshmark.com/
https://offerup.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace
https://www.michiganlocalgiftguide.com/gifts
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SUSTAINABLE FOODS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
 

Food may be one of the first things to come to mind when you think about the holidays – because it’s great at bringing us 

together and is at the center of many of our holiday traditions. Did you know that changing your food consumption habits can 

be one of the easiest and most effective ways to make an individual impact on carbon emissions? This is because the changes 

you make to the food you eat can be small, are easily scalable, and have an impact at many different levels. Read on for some 

ways that you can make your food consumption more sustainable during this holiday season - and beyond! And remember, 

making your food consumption more sustainable is all about progress, not perfection! There’s no one “right way” to eat 

sustainably – but even small changes to your eating habits can, over time, make a big difference! 

 

    

Choose Local. Locally produced foods have lower carbon emissions associated with packaging and transportation than do 

foods produced further away. Plus, buying local food is a great way to support the local economy! You can find locally sourced 

foods at your local farmer’s market (check out Ann Arbor’s market every Saturday year-round, plus Wednesdays from May-

December; www.a2gov.org/market), at local stores such as Argus Farm Stop (www.argusfarmstop.com), or by buying directly 

from a local farmer at a farm stand or through a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) share. 

Choose Seasonal. Fruits and vegetables that are in-season locally can be produced without the extra energy inputs needed 

to grow out-of-season produce in greenhouses or in far-away places where they’re still in-season. And cooking with seasonal 

ingredients is a great way to add some variety to what you eat! Want to know what’s in-season in Michigan at any given time 

of year? Check out this handy produce seasonality guide put together by Cultivate Michigan. 

Choose Plant-Based. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (UN FAO) reports that 14.5% of our 

planet’s total anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions come from the animal agriculture sector, about two times the 

emissions associated with plant-based agriculture. This means that reducing your consumption of animal-based food 

products (meat and dairy) and replacing those products with plant-based foods is a great way to lower your carbon footprint. 

For more information - and recipe inspiration - check out VegMichigan’s website at www.vegmichigan.org.  

Reduce Your Food Waste. You can save food scraps to create stocks and broths, compost your food waste instead of throwing 

it in the trash, and plan portion sizes to make sure you don’t cook more than you can eat. Plus, think about your food’s 

packaging and try to opt for foods that come in recyclable or reusable containers. Getting takeout? Consider one of the 

restaurants in our Ann Arbor Reduce, Reuse, Return (A2R3) program (www.livezerowaste.org/a2r3), and get your meal in a 

returnable container instead of single-use styrofoam or plastic. 

Cooking Demonstration and Recipe Booklet. Join OSI, Washtenaw Optimal Wellness, and chefs Jeff Tritten and Vicki Brett-

Gach on December 9th for a cooking demonstration featuring plant-based holiday meal options with local and seasonal 

ingredients. Register at https://bit.ly/SustainableFoodHolidays - the first 25 registrants will receive a free copy of the Friendly 

Vegan Cookbook, courtesy of VegMichigan! Plus, you can help us put together an A2ZERO Holiday Recipes Booklet by 

submitting your own plant-forward and seasonally-focused recipes at https://forms.office.com/g/0ZtGnk8XSf.  

http://www.a2gov.org/market
http://www.argusfarmstop.com/
http://www.cultivatemichigan.org/sites/default/files/documents/MMRW-Seasonality.pdf
http://www.vegmichigan.org/
http://www.livezerowaste.org/a2r3
https://bit.ly/SustainableFoodHolidays
https://forms.office.com/g/0ZtGnk8XSf

