
Revised zoning and parking amendments 
available for review

The Planning Commission tabled the A2D2 code amendments in May 2008 
to consider public comments.  Since then, the A2D2 steering committee 
and the Planning Commission have met several times with staff to revise the 
proposal. 
 
The revised amendments are now available for review at www.a2gov.org/
a2d2.  The Planning Commission has scheduled a public hearing and action 
on the amendments for Thursday, Sept. 4 at 7 p.m. in Council Chamber (2nd 
floor, City Hall).  At that meeting, the Commission will consider making a 
recommendation on the amendments to City Council. (See box below for 
input opportunities).

Changes to the May 2008 draft amendments include: 

• The zoning for the north side of East Huron between Division and State has 
been changed from D2 (Interface) to D1 (Core).  

• Properties on North Division/East Ann and North Fifth Avenue that are cur-
rently zoned office and located in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District are 
proposed to remain as O zoning.  For the remainder of the block containing 
City Hall, the properties are proposed to be zoned D1.

• Street frontage designations for several blocks have been changed to bet-
ter reflect the current front setback pattern along the block.  
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Ann Arbor Discovering Downtown 
(A2D2) was initiated by City Coun-
cil to implement the Recommend-
ed Vision and Policy Framework for 
Downtown, better known as the 
“Calthorpe Report.”

High priority projects:
* Create special overlay zoning
for the downtown that identifies
areas of similar character 

* Incorporate a set of essential
design guidelines
 
* Streamline the development
proposal process
 
* Work with the Historic District
Commission to clarify criteria
for development
 
* Pursue a comprehensive parking 
strategy for the downtown

www.a2gov.org/a2d2

Opportunities for review, 
comment on A2D2 amendments

Web site:  Maps and the full text of proposed code changes, along 
with an address look-up function, are available on the A2D2 web-
site at www.a2gov.org/a2d2.

Individual Conferences:  Individuals may schedule an appoint-
ment with City staff (from Aug. 25 through Sept. 4) to review the 
proposed zoning changes.  Please call 734.994.2802 or e-mail 
A2D2Feedback@a2gov.org.

Public Hearing:  A public hearing with be held by the Ann Arbor 
City Planning Commission on Thursday, Sept. 4 at 7 p.m. in the 
Council Chamber, second floor, Guy C. Larcom, Jr. Municipal Build-
ing (City Hall).  

www.a2gov.org/a2d2
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• A graduated side/rear setback requirement for D1 properties abutting resi-
dential zoning districts has been added.  Instead of a ground-to-sky require-
ment, the revision will require setbacks that relate to the height of individual 
stories in a building.

• The requirement for active uses at street level has been revised to apply to a 
smaller group of retail streets.

• The massing standards for several character overlay districts have been re-
vised in allow larger tower diagonals.

• The requirement for design review has been separated from this draft (see 
related article).
Once Planning Commission has made a recommendation on the code chang-
es, they will be forwarded to City Council for a public hearing and action. 

Continued from previous page

Planning Commission to consider 
adoption of Downtown Plan amendments 

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the revised Down-
town Plan at its meeting of Aug. 5. The Commission tabled the plan so 
it can be considered at the same time as the A2D2 code amendments, 
which are scheduled for action on Sept. 4, 2008 (see related article).  

The draft Downtown Plan amendments are available for review at 
www.a2gov.org/a2d2.  Once adopted, the revised Downtown Plan 
will be considered a subplan of the city master plan.

Design guidelines to 
undergo additional 
review 

The A2D2 Steering Committee is work-
ing with staff to clarify the proposed 
design guidelines and design review 
process.  Changes being considered 
include developing a core group of 
design standards required for site 
plan approval; the remaining guide-
lines would be advisory.  

Another change under consider-
ation is giving Planning Commission 
authority to make the final determi-
nation of design compliance, based 
on recommendations from a panel of 
design professionals.  

Work on these changes will continue 
while the A2D2 zoning and parking 
changes move forward, with the goal 
of having them follow closely behind 
their approval.  Final adoption of the 
historic district design guidelines will 
be scheduled when the downtown 
design process and changes move 
forward.

Future Lane Use Map - Draft Downtown Plan


