








Downtown Development Report Comments 
January 30-February 3 
 
I generally support the report’s recommendations. I am, however, rather disheartened that 
the Calthorpe analysts, in spite of all the research they did, didn’t learn how to spell 
“Zingerman’s” correctly (see top right corner of p. 54). 
 
I’d like to add that the city should promote high-density, mixed-use developments 
throughout the city, not just in the downtown. I’m very disappointed about the new 
“Chalmers Place” strip mall being constructed on Washtenaw; such purely car-oriented, 
low-density, single-use developments just don’t make any sense, and the city should try 
to discourage them wherever possible, even in places where they’re currently dominant. 
 
I also think it’s very important that new buildings downtown be architecturally 
interesting. The Ashley Mews high-rise and the Corner House Lofts, for example, are 
fairly passable, but not particularly stimulating. While we don’t want a return to the 
monstrosities of the ‘70s and ‘80s, we should encourage innovative designs. “Green” 
buildings, with such features as rooftop gardens and living roofs, should also be 
encouraged. Unfortunately I don’t know how the natural cautiousness of developers 
might be overcome. 
 
I feel that destroying, or moving, historic buildings should be an absolute last resort. We 
have few enough of them already. Integration of historic buildings into new ones, as was 
done with the Schlenker Hardware building, should be encouraged. 
 
More public art would be great. Regarding Huron Street, I don’t think that bulb-outs 
are a good solution, as these are detrimental to bicyclists, forcing them to swerve into 
traffic. I do think that a median, preferably with trees and pedestrian crossings, would be 
an excellent idea. I wish that the Lower Town area had been included in the report. I have 
high hopes for the new development there and think it has the potential to become a new 
shopping/dining destination if the remaining lots there are also filled with multistory, 
mixed-use buildings. The University’s plans for several new parking structures in this 
area threaten this vision. If the University is at all amenable to working with 
the city or considering neighbors’ concerns, one possible solution might be parking lots 
fronted by retail/offices, as is planned for the parking lots that are part of the Lower 
Town development. 
 
Also, the “Huron River Greenway” the report refers to doesn’t exist at present. There’s 
simply no continuous network of paths along the river. In particular, there’s no good way 
to reach Argo/Bandemer Park from the Island Park/Fuller Park/Broadway area. The city 
ought to consider ways to connect these parks and create a true greenway, and look into 
acquiring more riverfront property in this area, particularly the DTE Energy property. 
 
I’m a senior at Huron High School, and don’t expect to be living in Ann Arbor come 
September of this year, but I’ve enjoyed the sixteen or so years I’ve spent here, and hope 
that when I come back to visit years from now, I’ll find the city healthier than ever. 



 
Joel Batterman 
 
 

January 2, 2006  
 

To my Fellow Arts Leaders, Lovers of the Arts and City Planners:  
 

As an Ann Arbor artist, artistic director of a local grassroots not-for-profit performing 
arts organization and concerned citizen for wise management of growth in our city center, 
I welcome the Calthorpe Plan for a vital downtown. But I believe that the report should 
explicitly mention the importance of nurturing the arts community at the core of its 
vision. Too often marginalized or taken for granted as self-sufficient and a ready-made 
fixture of the Ann Arbor scene, the city’s arts organizations struggle to build audiences 
and donor bases and maintain or secure administrative, rehearsal and performance spaces. 
Ann Arbor must maintain its cultural hub—apart from and in tandem with the 
university’s cultural amenities—if it is to continue to cite quality of life as its main 
attraction for young professionals, families and a new breed of residents to its downtown 
areas. In turn, this audience will support both instructional and performance or exhibition 
activities within a walking or short bussing radius of the city center.  
 

I believe that the other components mentioned in this plan such as increasing the number 
of residents living downtown, revising zoning to allow for mixed uses, and making other 
improvements that will increase the pedestrian experience downtown are going to benefit 
the arts community as well. More people living downtown means more people likely to 
purchase tickets to the Performance Network, to frequent the Ann Arbor Art Center or 
Wild Swan Theater, or to take a lunchtime or evening class at Dance Gallery; 
improvements to the pedestrian experience should include public art installations 
downtown as well as parks and access to a greenway for a stroll; a wealthier DDA (made 
possible through more development downtown), will hopefully mean more money that 
can be invested quality of life investments downtown; and tax incentives, percentages of 
new development or allowances for arts organizations to afford their present spaces or 
occupy portions of new retail/residential/parking developments ensure inclusion of 
working artists in the exciting mix of downtowners.  
 

It has been exciting for me to sit in on the Allen Creek Greenway Task Force's meetings. 
As much as I can envision a greenway snaking northwards through town to the very 
doorstep of my dance studio at W. Summit and Wildt, I also find it impossible to imagine 
a “theme park” town caught in amber and in denial of the inevitable growth our 
extraordinary city will attract as Michigan finds its economic foothold again. I believe 
that the arts might act as the perfect middle ground between those who see the Greenway 
as exclusively park and open space and those who seek the best usage for lively 
community spaces--even if it means development and/or renovation of existing structures 
at 415 Washington and 721 N. Main. Those sites would make ideal, user-friendly 



locations for performance and exhibit space, work studios and administrative offices for 
arts organizations. We should be leaders in wise development and in the integration of 
arts, culture, landscape, architecture, real estate development and support of local 
economies. Scale is all. Richness of life and opportunities for in-depth personal 
experiences must abound. We CAN have it all in wisely measured proportions, keeping 
greed and self-interest at bay.  
 

As Susan Pollay of the DDA has reminded me, this Plan may present an unrecognized 
opportunity for arts and culture in Ann Arbor. It is key that the arts community steps 
forward and makes the connection for City Council and the larger community of the 
importance of smart downtown growth to the success of the arts community.  In 
expressing support for this project, it allows the arts community to also suggest 
improvements and additions to the plan that would take into account the unique needs of 
its grassroots arts organizations and individual artists as we move forward with this 
project.  
 

Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
Peter Sparling Artistic Director, Dance Gallery Foundation, Professor of Dance, 
University of Michigan  
 


































































































































































