CITY OF
ANN ARBOR
2020 NON-MOTORIZED
PROGRESS REPORT

CITY OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN
Transportation Unit, Engineering
301 East Huron Street
P.O. Box 8647, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107
Phone: (734) 794-6430 Fax: (734) 994-1744
Web: www.a2gov.org
Page | 1

Table of Contents
Executive Summary ................................................................................................................................ 3
State of the System in 2020 ................................................................................................................... 4
Table 1. Progress towards Non-Motorized Transportation Plan Goals ................................................ 4
Table 2. New Non-Motorized Facilities ............................................................................................... 4
Figure 1. 2020 Bicycle Facilities, City of Ann Arbor.............................................................................. 5
2020 Sidewalk Improvements ................................................................................................................ 6
Figure 2. Sidewalk Gaps 2020 ............................................................................................................ 6
Figure 3. Midblock Crosswalks 2020 ................................................................................................... 7
Figure 4. Sidewalk Improvement Areas 2017-2021 ............................................................................. 8
2020 Non-Motorized Transportation Initiatives ..................................................................................... 9
Table 3. 2020 Non-Motorized Transportation Initiatives .................................................................... 9
Transportation Plan Update .............................................................................................................. 9
Ann Arbor Partnership with Spin ....................................................................................................... 9
Places for Bikes ................................................................................................................................ 10
Outreach & Involvement ...................................................................................................................... 10
Healthy Streets Program ................................................................................................................. 10
Alternative Transportation Committee ........................................................................................... 11
2021 Planned Non-Motorized Projects................................................................................................. 11
Table 4. Proposed 2021 Non-Motorized Projects .............................................................................. 11

Page | 2

Executive Summary
The City of Ann Arbor continues to make progress on its commitment to providing a high quality nonmotorized transportation facility network. These decisions have been guided by the city’s NonMotorized Transportation Plan. Since the plan’s initial publication in 2007 and update in 2013, the city
has invested heavily in expanding and improving its non-motorized transportation network. Beyond
the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan, Ann Arbor has since incorporated Vision Zero. This effort sets
a goal of eliminating serious injuries and fatalities from crashes on Ann Arbor streets. As the city has
committed to these goals, it has also been nearing the completion of a new Comprehensive
Transportation Plan. This new Comprehensive Plan will incorporate Vision Zero goals as well as a
commitment to enhancing the city’s non-motorized facility network.
During 2020, the City of Ann Arbor has made significant improvements to its non-motorized
transportation facilities. These improvements included adding new protected, buffered, and advisory
bike lanes; restoring shared-use paths; completing large projects focused on pedestrians, such as the
Allen Creek Berm Project; and implementing traffic calming measures. 2020 was a challenging year as
the COVID-19 pandemic ravaged Michigan. Ann Arbor saw a reduction in commuters, student
residents, and pedestrian activity. In response to the pandemic, the city implemented a new Healthy
Streets Program that provided additional space for social distancing for those who walk or bike.
Several new bicycle facilities were also added to the city’s network this year. A cycle track was
completed along First Street from William Street to Miller Avenue. This is the second cycle track that
has been completed in the downtown area, following the completion of the William Street Bikeway in
2019. Advisory bike lanes on Granger Avenue and East Summit Street were another new addition to
the network in 2020. These allow for bike lanes on streets that may not be large enough to
accommodate traditional or protected bike lanes. As Ann Arbor moves forward, new and innovative
types of bicycle infrastructure will aid the City in reaching its goals.
For 2021, the city plans to build more bike lanes, restore existing facilities, connect existing bicycle
facilities, and upgrade infrastructure to make existing parks and trails more accessible. In addition, the
city will continue its efforts to eliminate sidewalk gaps in the pedestrian network.
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State of the System in 2020
Ann Arbor’s non-motorized facility network expanded in 2020 and progressed towards the NonMotorized Transportation Goals (see Table 1). In 2020, the city added 2.3 miles to the bike network.
These additions included buffered bike lanes as well as advisory bike lanes, which were a new type of
lane added to the system in 2020. In addition to the new facilities, a number of facilities within the
network were restored.
Table 1. Progress towards Non-Motorized Transportation Plan Goals

Table 2. New Non-Motorized Facilities
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Figure 1. 2020 Bicycle Facilities, City of Ann Arbor

*Note: The Bike Lane depicted on Carpenter east of US-23 is not controlled by the City of Ann Arbor
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2020 Sidewalk Improvements
The Ann Arbor Non-Motorized Transportation Plan includes an inventory of sidewalk gaps. Sidewalk
gaps are defined as a section of Right-of-Way on a segment of road where sidewalks or other
pedestrian facilities are not present. These phenomena create holes in the non-motorized
transportation facility network. They can discourage walking and create dangerous scenarios for
pedestrians as they move into the street or walk along the shoulder of a Right-of-Way. Eliminating
sidewalk gaps will drastically help move Ann Arbor towards its Vision Zero commitment.
The Non-Motorized Transportation Plan identifies sidewalk gaps when both sides of a street lack
pedestrian facilities. The following series of maps shows sidewalk gaps that currently exist in Ann
Arbor. The maps reflect sidewalk improvements defined in the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan. It
is important to note that this is not an accurate representation of all sidewalk improvements
completed in Ann Arbor at this time.
Figure 2. Sidewalk Gaps 2020
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Figure 3. Midblock Crosswalks 2020

Page | 7

Figure 4. Sidewalk Improvement Areas 2017-2021
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2020 Non-Motorized Transportation Initiatives
The City of Ann Arbor has continued to support programs that add to and improve the non-motorized
facility network. Table 3 contains a list and descriptions of these programs.
Table 3. 2020 Non-Motorized Transportation Initiatives

Transportation Plan Update
The City of Ann Arbor has continued work with Sam Schwartz Consulting, LLC., to update its
Comprehensive Transportation Plan. The city has made Vision Zero a key focus of the update, aiming to
reduce transportation related fatalities and serious injury crashes to zero. Vision Zero has been
adopted by more than 40 communities across the country. The city has made further progress
throughout 2020, culminating in the release of a draft plan in January 2021. The key goals and values
laid out in the draft include safety, mobility, accessibility for all, healthy people and sustainable places,
and regional connectivity. As 2021 progresses, the city will take further steps to achieve approval of a
final draft of the plan.
Ann Arbor Partnership with Spin
Ann Arbor has partnered with Spin to manage a network of dockless scooters throughout the city.
During 2020, a total of 111,442 trips were taken using the Spin scooters, down 12,000 trips from 2019.
This reduction can be attributed to the COVID pandemic which resulted in, scooters not being available
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within the city for a portion of March, April, and May of 2020. The limited availability, in tandem with
the reduced number of University of Michigan students living on campus in the Fall 2020, provides an
explanation for the decrease in trips taken. Accounting for this, the level of scooter usage when they
were present within the city had significantly increased from 2019.

Places for Bikes
Ann Arbor submitted data for the ‘Places for Bikes’ City Rating Program in 2020. This program gathers
data from cities across the United States and provides a rating based on ridership, safety, network,
reach, and acceleration. This program focuses specifically on bicycle infrastructure and therefore aligns
with the Bicycle Friendly Community program. Ann Arbor received a rating of 3.1 out of 5 in 2020. This
represents a rating increase of 0.1 since 2019. The safety rating remained the same over the years, at a
rating of 3.5 out of 5. The acceleration rating dropped slightly to 1.5 out of 5. This indicates an increase
in the ridership, network, and reach categories.1 Ann Arbor ranked 13th out of the 500+ cities rated.
This improvement over the years confirms that the City’s commitment to expanding and improving the
bicycle facility network has a positive impact.2

Outreach & Involvement
Ann Arbor’s yearly Commuter Challenge event which drew 2,200 participants in 2019 and 40,000
participants since its inception in 2005, had to be forgone in 2020 due to the impact of the COVID
pandemic.
Although the COVID pandemic caused in-person engagement efforts to be suspended, like the
Commuter Challenge, public outreach efforts grew stronger as the city embraced new technologies
and methods. The city will continue to use and expand these new tools for public engagement as the
community returns to normal activities.

Healthy Streets Program
Sparked by the COVID pandemic, the city adopted a Healthy Streets Program. The Healthy Streets
provided additional space for social distancing for those who walk or bike. To determine the streets best
suited for the program, the city incorporated citizen input. The city conducted an online community
survey to elicit suggestions for possible Healthy Street locations as well as feedback for staff suggested
streets. this public input, along with traffic data and staff expertise, was used to determine which
streets would be appropriate for the Healthy Streets Program. In addition to this program, the city
installed barriers and signage creating bike boulevards along West Washington Street and Elmwood
Avenue.
1
2

Places for Bikes. (2020). City of Ann Arbor https://cityratings.peopleforbikes.org/city/ann-arbor/
Places for Bikes. (2020). City of Ann Arbor https://cityratings.peopleforbikes.org/all-cities-ratings/
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Alternative Transportation Committee
The Alternative Transportation Committee is a multi-agency committee composed of members from
the following organizations: the City of Ann Arbor, the University of Michigan, the Ann Arbor
Downtown Development Authority (DDA), the Get Downtown Program, the Downtown Area Citizen
Advisory Council (CAC), the Washtenaw Bicycling and Walking Coalition (WBWC), the Washtenaw Area
Transportation Study (WATS), and the Ann Arbor Area Transportation Authority (AAATA/TheRide).
Topics discussed in 2020 that involve non-motorized transportation included Ann Arbor’s
Comprehensive Transportation Plan, the Healthy Streets Program, Vision Zero, and the Allen Creek
Berm project.

2021 Planned Non-Motorized Projects
In 2020, the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) completed the First Street bikeway project. The
project stretches five blocks from William Street to Miller Avenue and is the second two-way cycle
track completed in the downtown. The majority of the bikeway is protected from traffic by a
landscaped median. In addition to the cycle track, the DDA intends on installing advisory bike lanes
extending south of William Street. In addition to the First Street cycle track, the DDA installed
temporary two-way cycle tracks along Miller Avenue, Division Street, South Main Street, State Street,
Packard from State to Hill, and Packard from Platt to Eisenhower. These installations were put in place
to allow for increased social distancing among pedestrians and non-motorized users while reinforcing
the city’s commitment to increasing accessibility to non-motorized transit. Table 4 details the nonmotorized projects planned for 2021. 3
Table 4. Proposed 2021 Non-Motorized Projects

3

City of Ann Arbor Active Transit Data https://www.a2gov.org/departments/systems-planning/programs/Documents/ActiveTransDataSummary20202025.pdf
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