
 Scio Church Road Improvement Project   

Project Notification Public Meeting 

Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2020 

Time: 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Location: Auditorium at Lawton Elementary School, 2250 S. Seventh Street, Ann Arbor 

Staff Attendees:  Jane Allen, Project Manager 
   Cynthia Redinger, Transportation Engineer 
   Andrea Wright, Project Management Analyst 
   Troy Baughman, Systems Planning Engineer 
 
City Council Members Present:  Jack Eaton, Ward 4 
    Elizabeth Nelson, Ward 4 
      
Summary 

Note: The following is not a direct transcript of the meeting discussion. This summary has been 
developed from notes taken during the meeting and emails from residents; questions are paraphrased. 
Questions from residents are numbered and answers/responses from Staff are marked with an ‘A.’ 
Where clarifications or responses have been added after the meeting, these are denoted as “post-
meeting notes.”  Comments from residents are also captured at the end of this document. 

 

Questions and Answers: 

1. How were the crosswalks decisions/locations made? 

A. The Non-Motorized Plan and City staff made some suggestions, but we are gathering 
feedback from the neighborhood about where they would like to cross.  All forms of input 
will be used to determine the final location of the crosswalks. 

 
2. Will lighting be added at the proposed crosswalks? 

A. The City installs positive contrast lighting to all crosswalks on major roads, including Scio 
Church.  Crosswalk lighting will be included in the project. 
Post Meeting Note: for an explanation of positive contrast lighting, please visit 
https://www.matec-
conferences.org/articles/matecconf/pdf/2019/11/matecconf_krynica2018_05015.pdf 
 

3. Is there a way to make the road safer? (with features) 

A. Lane widths will be reduced to ten feet wide, this has been demonstrated to have a slowing 
effect on vehicles.  Bike lane and sidewalk installation will make the corridor safer for all 
users. 
 
Post Meeting Note:  While there is evidence that on-street parking has a slowing effect on 
vehicles, this is only true if the on-street parking is utilized.  For two weeks prior to the 
meeting, on-street parking along Scio Church Road was observed by staff at various times of 

https://www.matec-conferences.org/articles/matecconf/pdf/2019/11/matecconf_krynica2018_05015.pdf
https://www.matec-conferences.org/articles/matecconf/pdf/2019/11/matecconf_krynica2018_05015.pdf
https://www.matec-conferences.org/articles/matecconf/pdf/2019/11/matecconf_krynica2018_05015.pdf
https://www.matec-conferences.org/articles/matecconf/pdf/2019/11/matecconf_krynica2018_05015.pdf
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the day. A maximum of three parked cars were observed; the most frequent observation 
was two or fewer parked cars. 
 

4. Will construction be done in stages? How will it be staggered? 

A. There will be two stages of construction; the north half and then the south half.  One lane of 
eastbound traffic will be allowed throughout the project duration.  Westbound traffic will be 
detoured. 
 

5. If the Churchill Basin goes through will they ruin the road? 

A. If the Churchill Basin Project goes forward coordination between the two projects will take 
place; provisions for repairs can be made as needed.  Scio Church Road improvements will be 
designed to withstand construction traffic.  
 

6. A pedestrian island will be problematic if installed east of Churchill on Scio Church. Turning left 
would be a problem making the pedestrian island unsafe. 
 
A. Pedestrian refuge islands create a safer environment for pedestrians.  The location of the 

crosswalks and the potential installation of pedestrian islands will consider the turning 
movements of vehicles.  Left turns could still be made, but a designated left turn lane would 
not exist.  This would be similar to the situation for left-turners west of Covington Drive 
where no left turn lane currently exists. 
 

7. 10+ years ago, Scio Church was resurfaced, and it did not last. How long will it be expected to 
last? 
 
A. Post Meeting Note: The resurfacing of Scio Church has a design life of twenty years.  With 

proper maintenance, it is expected to last longer than that. The treatment that was last 
performed on this segment of Scio Church Road (approximately 18-20 years ago) was a 
maintenance treatment (or “surface treatment” or “preventative maintenance”), and not a 
full resurfacing. This type of treatment was not expected to last as long as the treatment 
which is being proposed now, which is the full replacement of the asphalt pavement.  
 

8. Will Scio Church (S. Seventh to S. Maple) receive the same treatment as the recently 
constructed section of Scio Church (Main Street to S. Seventh)? 
 
A. Post Meeting Note: Yes.  

 
9. Why can’t Scio Church be completely repaved down to the subbase? 

A. Post Meeting Note:  Scio Church will be completely repaved (full-depth) down to the 
aggregate base.   
 

10. What was done to the road (resurfacing?) on the Scio Church (Main Street to S. Seventh) project 
constructed in 2017-2018? 
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A. Very similar to what we are proposing to do on this stretch of Scio Church Road, that 
previous section had some watermain work, new sidewalks, new stormwater infiltration in 
the median next to the service drive, and it was resurfaced.  
 
Post Meeting Note: The previous section had a full-depth pavement replacement and that is 
what the City will be doing for this project. 

 
11. What is the maintenance plan for the road? 

A. Our Pavement Asset Management Plan indicates that when a road reaches a rating of seven 
(that takes about 5 years), crack filling should take place.  At a rating of five (another 7 
years), a Cape Seal should be done.  At a rating of three (another 5 years), a mill & fill around 
3” should take place; and at a rating of two (another 3-8 years), a full depth pavement 
replacement should take place, which is where we are now.   
 
Post meeting note: Additional information about using Pavement Asset Management for 
Street Construction Selection is available: 
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/engineering/Pages/Street-Selection.aspx. 

 
 

12. How budget dependent are the plans? 

A. The improvements discussed tonight (including sidewalk, bike lanes, crosswalks, stormwater 
management, and watermain transfers) are included in the project budget.  This project is 
funded by the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), the City of Ann Arbor Street, 
Bridge, and Sidewalk Millage, Stormwater System, and the Water System. Funding for the 
project will not be officially in place until the adoption of the budget by City Council.  
 

13. Will pedestrian access be maintained throughout the project? 

A. Yes, however there might be pedestrian detours if we are working on sidewalk or ramps. 
 

14. Resurfacing + Restoration. Will you be repairing the detour roads? 

A. No.  The official detour route will utilize major streets, which are designed to accommodate 
the traffic.  Some community members may choose to find their own way through local 
streets, but those volumes will not substantially impact the condition of those local streets. 
 

15. How can the quality of previous roads from a contractor be taken into consideration during the 
bid process? 
 
A. The City does not always have to take the low bid contractor.  Past performance is 

considered. 
Post Meeting Note:  This project will be bid through the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT).  They choose the lowest bidding contractor, but they also only allow 
prequalified contractors to bid on their projects. The City also has various mechanisms in 
place to assure the quality of the work, including continuous on-site inspection by City staff, 
and firms working for the City to perform testing on the materials installed by the contractor 
to assure they meet the City’s requirements.  
 

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/engineering/Pages/Street-Selection.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/engineering/Pages/Street-Selection.aspx
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16. How can anticipated cut-through traffic be monitored on Greenview during this project? 

A. Features to deter cut-through traffic could be installed   for neighborhood streets, such as 
Greenview. For example, barricades and signs could be used to limit access from side streets 
entering Scio Church. Staff will explore opportunities for these features as the project plans 
are developed.  

 
17. Will the project ensure that there is professional grading? (e.g., at sidewalk ramps and 

driveways) 
 
A. The contractor will be required to follow the grading plan and staking information. The City’s 

full-time inspector assigned to the project will verify their work before acceptance. 
 

18. What roads had a mill and fill treatment in Ann Arbor ten years ago? 

A. Post meeting Note:  It is important to consider comparing similar roads and similar 
treatments when comparing the duration of any particular pavement treatment.  Roads that 
had a full-depth resurface (all the pavement was replaced) in 2010 include: 

• Bird, East of Newport 
• Georgetown Blvd, Plymouth to Bluett 
• Newport, South of Bird to Warrington 
• Warrington, Newport to Lincolnshire 
• W Davis Street, Wilder to S Main 
• S First St, Koch to Mosley 
• Hill St, S Main to Railroad Crossing 
• Wildwood Ave, Dexter to Lincolnshire 

 

Comments and survey question clarification: 

1. Turning at Churchill is safer than other areas. 

2. Survey question 2: What part of this project are you most interested in?  When “G. Other” was 

selected (4.2%) staff asked for further explanation and learned the following features were of 

interest: 

a. Lighting and speed reduction 

b. Loss of parking 

3. Survey question 3: Do you support the proposed parking removal along Scio Church Road to 
accommodate bike lane installation on both sides of the street (matching the lane design east of 
Greenview)? Those opposed to on-street parking removal for bike lane installation, answering 
“B. No” (25%) stated the following explanations for their opposition: 
 

a. Do not want to lose on-street parking 

b. There is a sidewalk on the south side, behind the guardrail, that bicyclists can use 

A. The sidewalk is intended for pedestrians.  It is not wide enough to function as a shared use 
path.  The safest place for cyclists to travel is in an on-street bike lane. 
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