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a. City resident who lives in a neighborhood adjacent to S. Main Street 
 

b. City resident who lives outside the area adjacent to S. Main Street 
 

c. not a City resident 



 
 

 
 



Responses 

This reconfiguration is wonderful. Please keep it, ideally with permanent year-round protective 
elements for the bike lanes, and something to prevent vehicles from parking in them.  

I use this street as a pedestrian, driver and cyclist. The changes have been an improvement for all 
three nodes however the biggest improvement has been as a driver. Other drivers are less aggressive 
as there is no opportunity to pass, and nobody tries to weave around cars making left & right turns 
thanks to the turn lanes. It is so much less stressful driving this stretch now! 

The barriers set up to keep cars out of the bike lane are insufficient for bicycle safety. Winter removal 
makes things even worse. These should be permanent bollards designed to withstand a vehicle 
impact. 
 
There are two simple ways to handle the street sweeping and snow maintenance issues: 
1. Buy some smaller maintenance equipment that's appropriately sized for bike lanes. This will serve 
the city well in the future as we build more bike lanes, especially if the city makes the A2Zero friendly 
decision to buy electric bike lane sweepers as Denver has done. 
2. Convert the bike lanes to a two-way protected bikeway a la William Street (presuming there's 
sufficient space). This also allows bikes to pass each other when there's no opposing bike traffic and 
lets the city continue to use the existing maintenance equipment. 

The new configuration is so much better for drivers with the dedicated turn lane. It is much easier and 
safer to make turns, both onto Main Street from side streets, and from Main Street onto side streets. 
Traffic flows smoothly at a much more reasonable speed. 

Make this pilot permanent, please.  

Thank you for reconfiguring South Main- the Healthy Streets program is VERY important, I am glad the 
City is promoting these changes. I hope it remains permanent.  

It's such a great improvement, and S. Main no longer feels like a racetrack.  A godd model to follow 
for some other streets in town? 

I live on S Main St, and I really like the new configuration of one travel lane, one turn lane and bike 
lanes. I feel safer riding my bike on S Main, turning left in a car from and onto SMain is easier, and car 
speeds are a little slower which makes crossing S Main a bit better. As a resident, it’s also a little 
quieter. Finally, I think there is less car traffic post covid, and more bike/pedestrian use, and the new 
arrangement seems to support that. I’m very much opposed to going back to two lanes each 
direction.  

I Strongly support the current configuration: with bike lanes.  

Please added further protection for the bike lanes  

Previously when I needed to bike down Main Street I rode on the sidewalk or partly in the road and 
felt rather terrified - I would generally avoid this area. With improvements like this, it becomes much 
more accessible. 
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I live and work on Main Street and this project has been so great to increase the number of bicyclists 
and non-motorized users (we saw SO many families this summer), has made the sidewalks safer (both 
because bikes and scooters and faster transit can use the bike lanes, but also because cars are a bit 
slower and farther from the pedestrians), and made it easier to feel safer crossing Main.  There is so 
much non-motorized traffic with the bus stops, athletic events, job centers, businesses, and parks on 
either sides of the street that having safer crossings is so important. We have several neighbors who 
are either in wheelchairs, use walkers, use canes, or have small children and it used to be terrifying 
watching them try to cross Main. It would be good if cars could actually regularly stop for pedestrians 
at the crosswalks, but at least there are fewer higher-speed lanes to cross now. And although there is 
some increased time for cars during certain times of the day, the times vary on Google maps by only 
about five minutes maximum from no traffic to middle of rush hour. We also didn't notice any 
additional time in clearing of cars during football games. We haven't had any problems turning onto 
Main from our side street after the first week or so of implementation and the center turn lane has 
made turning onto the side streets so much safer. We used to see a lot of rear-end crashes prior to 
the change. I would be so upset if this change was reversed.   

Please make this pilot configuration permanent! 

Refuge islands and RRFB's or pedestrian activated signals are critical to improving safety at these 
uncontrolled crosswalks. Drivers are only required to stop for a pedestrian on the driver's half of the 
street or approaching so closely as to be in danger. Ignoring this reality is irresponsible. Do it right the 
first time. Stop relying on wishful thinking. Reality is that many drivers are from out of the area and 
are aggressive and distracted. Take this into consideration before constructing another unsafe 
crosswalk, and PLEASE immediately upgrade existing deficient crosswalks. 

It seems like from the data, this reconfiguration was a boon for reducing speeds in this area and 
increasing safety. I think this was a great step towards meeting our vision zero goals and we should 
find ways to do similar projects. 

Please make the pilot changes permanent 

Please implement this road configuration on a permanent basis.  Having seen the increased safety for 
pedestrians and bicyclists, me and my family (with young children) would be willing to use bicycles for 
transportation using this route rather than only a car. 

It was a big improvement. Please keep this street configuration. 

I am very much in support of making the pilot project the permanent configuration of S. Main. As 
someone that walks my dog in the neighborhood and drives S Main frequently, I feel safer both as a 
pedestrian and a driver with the new configuration. 

There's still a lot of speeding through there. 

I fully support this reconfiguration being made permanent. 
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It's a no-brainer; my experience post-reconfiguration has felt much safer and more pleasant both 
driving my car and riding my bike. The center turn lane makes a huge positive difference for safety 
and predictability when driving through this corridor, both in not having to "dodge" other cars making 
left turns, and in making such turns myself. 
 
Meanwhile, while I did bike on S. Main once or twice before the reconfiguration, it was scary and I 
ultimately decided I should avoid that stretch at almost any cost - which tended to mean a very 
lengthy detour. Now, it's a pleasant and direct connection between Downtown A2 and e.g. the 
shared-use path that continues south past Pioneer. However, the city does need to take some steps 
to prevent cars from parking in the bike lane next to the big new apartment buildings (615 and 618 S. 
Main). 
 
The crosswalks still need to be improved, however. In addition to RRFBs, the city should strongly 
consider adding refuge islands at intersections like Main/Hill and Main/Davis, where it might be 
feasible to install them on at least one side of the intersection without interfering with vehicle left 
turns. 

It is a huge relief having a bike lane on S. Main - both as a bicyclist and as a driver. 

Please keep this configuration!  

I have used this section of Main Street many times since the original Healthy Streets configuration in 
2020. I am generally in favor of the reduction in car lanes and hope that the city will continue to apply 
road diets and narrower lanes to slow the speed of traffic in locations all around town.  
 
I have a few suggestions for how to improve this corridor, as I feel the current configuration does not 
do enough to protect non-motorized road users. 
 
1. The bike lanes need to be protected by a physical barrier rather than the removable yellow "vertical 
elements." With the current setup, it is far too easy for cars to drive or even park in the bike lane. For 
example, I often see cars move into the bike lane at NB Main St at Hill if they want to turn right onto 
Hill but there is a NB car blocking them. Additionally, I regularly see delivery and personal vehicles 
parked in the bike lanes in front of 7/11, The Yard, and 618 S Main. To make these bike lanes truly 
safe, users need to be physically separated from cars. The protected lane should run at least from 
William St to Pauline Blvd, if not further.  
 
2. Signal timing along S Main needs to be improved during rush hour, as cars often get badly backed 
up during that time. The green light for NB or SB traffic at Pauline Blvd and Hill St should be longer.  
 
3. Something needs to be done to address the issue of crossing Main St. With only one lane in each 
direction, there are often no gaps for pedestrians,cyclists, or other vehicles to cross the street at non-
signalized intersections (for example, David, Hoover, Mosley, Keech). I hope that by fixing the timing 
of the traffic signals this could be fixed.  

The bike lane is absolutely necessary on this dangerous stretch of road from Stadium to Packard. 
Please make this permanent. 

Please continue the dedicated bike lanes. They are an absolute necessity. Barriers between car and 
bike lanes should be increased as well. 

I feel safer riding my bike in protected bike lanes. I would ride my bike all the time if this were 
permanent. 
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It caused a lot more traffic, with increased speeds, to use the side streets which I find to be much 
more dangerous, especially for the little kids in the neighborhoods. 

Travel options are not changed for me, but I think it’s important that they are increased for others.  

I appreciate the slower traffic but will need protected/buffered bike lanes to feel secure as a cycling 
option. I did not feel inconvenienced as a driver. It still sucks trying to cross the intersection of 
stadium and main. 

HAWK signals or flashing crosswalks with pedestrian islands would be wonderful, along with adding a 
physical buffer for the bike lane (similar to those on Division and William). Thanks for your efforts. 

I run on Main St. virtually every day during the morning rush hour.  When I do see a bicycle, which is 
rare, it is on the sidewalk! Not sure why this stretch of Main St. needs to be narrowed to vehicle 
traffic.  Bikes just don't use this stretch all that often and they don't use the bike lanes as designed. 

I realize that reducing car traffic is the goal in Ann Arbor but this cannot come at the expense of 
downtown businesses.  These businesses need cars to be able to access the downtown business 
district without people being caught in traffic jams to get downtown because Main Street is only 1 
lane. 

My review is mixed. There is no ideal answer when there isn't enough road surface to accommodate 
all needs. The Main St. traffic back-ups at certain times seem dangerous to me. There isn't enough 
alternative transportation for many people who cannot walk or ride a bike. There isn't enough bike 
use at this time in this area to justify it. Maybe there will be some day but I haven't seen other earlier 
improved dedicated bikeways have that outcome yet. I do like the First and Ashley reconfigurations. 
Everything works better there than on Main St., although I wish bike riders would obey the stop signs 
more and yield to pedestrians better. 

The "Healthy Streets" S. Main I've used in various aspects of travel really only helps me as a cyclist ... 
and that, not very much. Drivers are so quick to abandon a backed-up S. Main (from the Stadium area, 
especially at rush hour on weekdays) means that a lot of fast-moving ancillary traffic are now whizzing 
up side streets to get to Pauline. I've been a driver and have had people pass on the left in the left-
turn lane, 2-3 blocks, to get to a left turn on Hoover. And traffic just backs up, especially at 5-6pm. 

I am generally not in favor of the "Healthy Streets" program. I feel that too much access has been 
diverted from vehicular traffic. 

The multiple cross walks and reduced lanes of traffic make it easier as a bike to cross the street. There 
is still issues with cars occupying the bike lanes along main street - requiring bikers to veer into vehicle 
traffic and increases danger.  

There are very few east-west routes in the whole area between Stadium and Huron.  As a driver, I 
typically would take Stadium, Liberty or Huron but as a biker, Hoover/Main/Pauline is the best option.  
The tough part of it is the need to turn left off Hoover on a steep hill from a dead stop at the Main St 
stop sign.  It's still tough crossing across two lanes but HUGELY safer than when it was 4 lanes.  Thank 
you! 
 
In thinking about future directions for Main Street, please keep in mind that Main is both a north-
south route and an east-west route (the short segment connecting Pauline and Hoover).  I'd like to 
see it safe enough that an 8 year old could bike to Allmendinger Park from the east side.  The recent 
changes don't rise to that level but it's a step forward! 

It is definitely better for biking than it was before. There are areas next to the two large residential 
buildings that are used for drop off and delivery. This blocks bike lanes and makes bikes have to 
compete with traffic. Dedicated drop off or loading zones need to be added for the bike lanes to be 
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safe. It’s still an area that is moderately dangerous for a bike. Better than before but can be better. 
The bollards were very helpful, more of those please. 

I own a home on the portion of Main Street that has been reconfigured. I have three small children 
(all under 5). I appreciate the city’s attempts to make downtown more pedestrian and bike friend. 
Because of my kids, I worry about high traffic volume on Main Street. I also fully support the A2Zero 
and carbon neutral initiatives. However, as a resident I can say that I don’t ride my bike on Main 
Street. When I bike, I take side streets. The bike lanes have increased the traffic congestion and make 
me feel less safe on Main. As for my kids, this is just my opinion, but drivers seem more distracted and 
frustrated at the traffic. They are in more of a rush and it seems to me pay less attention to 
pedestrians and are more focused on just trying to get through it. I think the intentions here were 
good, but the reality has not matched them.  

More roads across Ann Arbor need traffic calming measures. Anything that forces people to drive 
more slowly is a good thing. Please do something about Broadway Street next. 

The installation of bike lanes is a self serving accomplishment for certain people however the majority 
of residents consider them a colossal waste of limited taxpayer funds for little use. Six months of the 
year they sit unused and wasteful. The other six months? Barely utilized when so many other projects 
are unfunded. This program has not aided in carbon neutrality but increased Ann Arbor carbon 
footprint due to traffic backups. 

I believe this was a terrible idea.  We live on the west side of the UM Stadium (west of Main St.) and 
frequently go east on Potter Ave. to turn north on S. Main toward downtown.  There are several times 
a day when the traffic is so congested between Pauline/Keech and Stadium Blvd. where it is very 
difficult to turn left toward downtown.  It is also more difficult to turn south (toward Pioneer H.S.), 
but that's not nearly as big of an issue.  I can also say that I have seen very little use from bikes in this 
area to justify the increased traffic congestion.   

Really hate the reconfiguration.  Much slower travel times.  Seldom see bicyclists using the dedicated 
bike lanes. 

It appears that the city's main objective it to make it as frustrating as possible for people to use cars, 
which almost everyone does regularly, even though the city doesn't like it. We are OBVIOUSLY going 
to continue to drive, since this is not a city like chicago or new york where there are good non-car 
transportation alternatives. We have a city policy that simply ignores the actual truth about our city, 
yet we continue to do anything we can to make it harder (yes, slower) to drive and get where we are 
going. It doesn't mean we don't go there,; it just means it takes longer, takes more gas, causes more 
pollution, and leaves us more frustrated with the world while we are getting there and when we get 
there.  

I appreciate the dedicated left turn lane on Main to Pauline. I live on 7th which may have had slightly 
increased traffic at certain times, but it has not been problematic. 

In my opinion the bike lanes should become permanent, with a constructed concrete barrier or curb 
between the bike lane and the main road 

so much more comfortable for biking now!! 
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I appreciate having a buffer between cars and the sidewalk because I walk along Main Street and I feel 
safer. I do not think it helps with crossing S. Main because cars are still driving two ways, plus a lot of 
cars using turn lanes. Drivers also have more to keep track of and cannot be relied upon to see a 
pedestrian waiting on the sidewalk. I have seen and been in backups of cars heading south on S. Main. 
People in the cars are frustrated and often resort to taking shortcuts through neighborhoods. I know 
this because I live on Hoover and 5th Street, and see many a car blow through the stop sign facing my 
house, causing many near misses and other dangerous conditions for pedestrians trying to walk on 
what is NOT supposed to be a thoroughfare, but becomes one when streets designed for outflow are 
no longer used for commuters. I don't know what the solution is, but I dislike the current 
configuration, despite an increased feeling of safety walking along S. Main. The other consequences 
that result, particulary disincentivizing drivers to follow the planned flow and leading to drivers 
branching out for their commutes, outweigh a feeling of safety on S. Main.  

I don't see how adding bicycle lanes here that connect Packard to Stadium improves my 
transportation options. Are you expecting me to ride a bike to the grocery store once a week between 
October and April? I have been riding a bike for 47 years. I have 6 bikes now. They are best ridden for 
exercise outside of towns and cities during the late Spring to mid Fall months. That's the nature of the 
weather here. Adding crosswalk lights and improving driver skills and knowledge are great. Adding 
bike lanes doesn't make sense here in Ann Arbor.  

Such a great improvement! 

It is crazy to me that bikes have the same number of lanes that cars do. As much as you want it not to 
be true AA requires a car. Making a main road thru town o e lane is just not logical. The traffic backs 
up for blocks.  

This even feels better when driving. Thanks! 

I"m tired of this city reallocating road space for bicycles that basically don't exist on the roads 
throughout cold months of winter. It's an absolute waste of space, in my opinion.  

This change is much needed and VASTLY safer. I also drive on it during one of the most congested 
times of day and the increase in drive travel time is negligible. Strongly support making it permanent. 
 
I'd be OK with reconfiguring it to have a 2-way protected bike lane as well. 

The vehicle congestion is way too high for a primary route into downtown Ann Arbor. if the healthy 
street started at Hill instead of Stadium, that would be an improvement since many vehicle turn onto 
and off of Hill.  

As someone that works on the 100 block of main street my observation has been these changes have 
created intense traffic congestion that has not only created a more dangerous driving atmosphere, 
but has made it more dangerous for bikers and pedestrians. It also appears to have pushed traffic into 
the surrounding residential neighborhoods making those streets more congested and therefore less 
safe. Additionally the traffic congestion has the potential to deter people from coming to support 
downtown businesses. 
 
I am believe the city should continue to support bike and pedestrian into the downtown area. I hope 
the city continues to look into additional options such as a dedicated path that is similar to south of 
the stadium on main street. This would allow all types of traffic to enter and exit the downtown area.            
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I live in the Dicken neighborhood and bought a house in 2020. One of the key factors for buying inside 
city limits was the ability to ride a bicycle safely to the UM Central Campus area. I was originally 
planning to limit my travel by bicycle to neighborhood streets for my bicycle commute, but the lanes 
(especially with lane separators) convinced me to switch to South Main Street as a viable option. I am 
a middle age commuter and I am not comfortable riding (or allowing my child) to ride on a busy road 
without some level of separation. This change has been fantastic, and it is worth the reduced lanes 
when I travel on this road outside of business and school hours.  

I live on Koch, and cross or go along this stretch of south main every day. I LOVE the reconfiguration. It 
is so much more pleasant to drive on— especially turning left, which I usually do to get home. It is less 
stressful— previously, people turning off main made it so you were stopping and going, switching 
lanes, avoiding others switching lanes. It is just so much easier to manage this drive now. I also walk 
across it very frequently, as I work at UM and walk to work.  It just feels so much safer to do so, since 
you can see all the cars and they are moving more slowly. I strongly encourage the city to keep the 
two lane configuration.  

I would feel more likely to use protected bike lanes than ones adjacent to motor vehicles and think 
that it is a good safety feature.  

The people who changed this to a single lane deserve to be stuck behind a bus (either in a car or in 
another bus) for an hour each day. 

As an almost 60-year old person who bikes to work daily throughout the year, the Main Street project 
has been FANTASTIC!  I also run along Main Street and no longer feel the speeding traffic on my 
shoulder and feel much safer.  I would advocate for this to be implemented on S 5th AVENUE-b/t 
William and Packard.  That one block stretch is INSANE--speeding and lane switching.  PLEASE at least 
advocate for enforcement on that block!     

As a driver, I avoid using S. Main during any busy times because of back ups.  To increase safety but 
deal with increased traffic flow during times of high-peak activities (e.g. UM basketball games), I am in 
favor of more signalization of the cross streets along S. Main, but with coordinated lights. 

As I bike more than I drive the added lane is very much appreciated. 

This is a terrible design.  Its a major street for non-ann arbor commuters and causes traffic backups.  
Additionally, driving from my out of city job, there have been several near misses from cars that don't 
realize the right lane into the city at stadium is a right turn only and cut across to continue straight.  I 
have not seen an increase in pedestrians or walkers.  I was fine biking on the street / sidewalk.  There 
are multiple other more bike friendly routes to get to downtown.  This should be reversed. 

I love this pilot please keep it. Please listen to people who don't drive cars. We need to feel safe too.  

I don’t think this was a very good project. Cars still drive the same speed. 

It's no protected bike lane, but it certainly makes car-free living more possible in Ann Arbor. Would 
love to see this new configuration become permanent. Potentially a protected bike lane solution 
could be made in the future 

This was a very bad idea.  Traffic at peak times was so congested!  People I know, and myself, were 
avoiding the area during those time. You cannot mess with employment traffic flow like you have 
been doing.  The same comments/experience apply to Maple Road and Jackson Road where this 
misguided idea has been implemented. 

It certainly has made it more difficult and slower to get to area cross streets like Keech, Jefferson 
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2 travel lanes with a center turn lane and 2 bike lanes separate from sidewalks should be everywhere; 
much, much better for cyclists and pedestrians and pleasurable for drivers. I travel S. Ma iij n at least 
once a week and sometimes more. Currently, people drive fast and weave back and forth between 
lanes, especially if a car ahead decides to turn left. Cyclists and pedestrians don't have a chance. As 
more dense housing continues th o be built along this corridor, a road design like this becomes 
increasingly critical.  

I bike around town frequently but don't feel safe on bike lanes that are shared with the road (or only 
separated by painted on lines or plastic dividers), so while I love the idea of increasing the number of 
bike paths, I didn't use this because it's not suitable for riders of all ages and I frequently bike with 
young children. 

Squeezing drivers and making it hard for people coming into and out of the city.  How many bikers are 
using these accommodations?  I'd like to see data. 

I find drivers are much more distracted now that S. Main Street is more congested. As a pedestrian, I 
feel much less safe. There are less gaps in traffic now.  
I also want to say that the slower stop and go driving is considerably decreasing gas mileage for cars 
and increasing electricity needed for EV cars. It is an anti sustainable energy wasting program initiated 
by the city.  
Also, in all my time on S. Main St. I have rarely seen a bicyclist using the bike lanes.  To inconvenience 
the many thousands of car drivers for a few dozen bicyclists makes no sense in any way. I only drive 
maybe 3,000 miles a year and mainly walk to where I need to go, but I still find the reconfiguration of 
S. Main St. is a mistake and too harmful to our environment. 

Encourages backup at rush hour. Downsides outweigh benefits 

The back-ups in traffic are very lengthy for hours in the morning and in the afternoon. I find I avoid 
driving that way, which is the most direct route to my neighborhood, to get away from the frustration 
of sitting in non-moving traffic.  I end up driving further, particularly in the afternoon, than I would 
otherwise. 
 
My commute is too far for me to walk. 

I liked the configuration and am in favor of changing more streets in a similar fashion. 

Flex posts and paint do not provide adequate separation and safety. If we want to provide 
infrastructure to allow and invite people of all ages and risk tolerances to utilize it, we need actual 
non-motorized infrastructure.  

Four lane traffic is needed to get in/out of Ann Arbor on Main Street.  There is not enough biking 
traffic, NOR WILL THERE EVER BE, enough biking traffic to justify dedicated lanes like the ones newly 
added to S. Main Street.  This is very dangerous and between ROAD RAGE and numerous FENDER 
BENDERS which I've seen, this was a HUGE MISTAKE.   

it's a nice improvement. as a biker i appreciate that the cars aren't swerving back and forth to get to 
the "go straight" lane at each light 

100% in favor of the new street configuration as it improves safety and does not impede traffic in an 
appreciable way 

As a driver, I appreciated the dedicated turning lane. As a biker, I appreciated the new bike lanes.  

I support buffered and protected bike lanes in many locations but this one is unwise. There are large 
adjacent sidewalks, the lanes are very under utilized, and the car traffic arrangement is needlessly 
frustrating.  

It's better, but you can't stop with that.  I saw a report that said you still have 1/3 of motorists 
speeding in one direction, even after these changes.  You should be aiming for zero speeding, not 
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'fewer people doing ten over'.  With speeding like that, wouldn't the state make us raise the speed 
limit? 

Before the pilot I'd avoid South Main either while driving or cycling. While cycling this definitely feels 
more safe, especially during the winter 

Love it! 

Unsure what “across” means. Prior to this pilot,, I would avoid biking in this area of town.  

The changes definitely make it easier and safer feeling to use the cross walks without traffic lights 
between Hill and Pauline. It also is a lot more comfortable for biking - I never use bike lanes on the 4/5 
lane roads like Plymouth or Stadium north of Pauline as it just doesn't feel safe.    

The traffic backups and the amount of exhaust makes it unsafe for the few who supposedly use these 
lanes. What do we have sidewalks for? Ann Arbor has become a nightmare to travel to. The cement 
obstructions that catches you by surprise trying to turn corners are awful. I have lived here all my life 
and for example; what the heck happened to Division? Do you planners hate us? 

I am in favor of projects that improve safety for vulnerable users (pedestrian, bicycle, disabled), and 
decrease vehicle speeds. This project is an example of what can be done with minimal expense to re-
configure roads to serve ALL users. 

I loved the pilot. Would love to see protected bike facilities, additional pedestrian crossings, and 
sidewalk furniture and lighting to make the pedestrian experience safer and more comfortable.  

The addition of bike lanes increases safety because the cars must go slower.  I've enjoyed being able 
to use Main St without getting honked at for biking in a lane.  This has been a huge improvement. 

Good work was done here 

Another project to make driving in AA more and more difficult and unpleasant with very limited 
benefits / use for bikes 

At first, it seemed there was quite a backup on southbound Main St. (We live just off Main St, on 
Pauline Blvd, so this area is an integral part of our life.) I didn't mind the backup / slow down though 
because even with the lights, trying to cross as a pedestrian - especially with children and a dog - 
seemed like you were playing frogger. It still does at times but having a few seconds of a "crossing" 
light before the main light turns green does help. The area feels somewhat safer now with new lane 
structure. And it's not so tragic that people cannot always turn left on red from southbound Main 
onto westbound Pauline. Slowing down a bit hasn't seem to crash the economy. In the height of the 
pandemic, it was nice to be able to use the street to socially distance if necessary when walking the 
dog. And as a driver, I really like the turn lane on southbound Main St. to turn onto westbound 
Pauline. Feels less likely that I'm going to get plowed by a inattentive driver. Now, if we can get drivers 
going eastbound on Pauline to slowdown more, we'd really be getting somewhere.  

I expected slower traffic, but it was actually ok this way. It makes my left turns onto Pauline Blvd. 
much less worrisome, and for biking it has been amazingly better. I don't normally bike on Main Street 
but the crossing from Pauline, across Main, to Hoover, has been transformational. I am able to cross 
Main, and even bike for a few blocks now to my next turn. I compare it to the "Wildlife Corridor" 
overpasses implemented in some states and provinces. 

Please put yellow crosswalk signs at unmarked crosswalks (i.e., Mosley, Hoover), both in-road signs 
and signs alongside street. 

S Main is still a scary bike ride (and I don't like the hill by the stadium).  I prefer other ways to get 
across town (north/south) if on my bike, such as cutting over to 7th which feels safer to me also.  The 
new configuration seems to have a bit of a negative impact on delays at the Stadium/Main 
intersection.  Overall I would prefer the prior configuration. 
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As someone who has to turn left from S Main (heading north) into the adjacent neighborhoods, the 
dedicated turn lane and single lane of traffic is much easier to manage, I spend less time in traffic 
compared to trying to turn left onto Keech or Potter previously.  

I am only beginning to bike around the city but am excited to do so more and more. I would like to see 
more "diets" and safe bike paths through out city. Thank you for doing this poll 

there is an inherent conflict between slowing and lowering auto traffic while at the same time 
building more and more high-rise residences, the objectives are in conflict 

Reducing the number of lanes northbound creates a huge back up at the Stadium - Main intersection.  
You have to get into the leftmost lane almost immediately after Scio church rd. For those who do not, 
it creates a very dangerous situation needing to merge into gridlocked traffic 

I strongly support a road diet and making main street more pedestrian, electric bike, scooter focused. 
Allowing seating in the streets during spring, summer and fall.  

This is pretty stupid. Your city transportation office should be charged with gross incompetence and 
summarily dismissed.  

This was an excellent pilot. I often have to drive through the pilot area, sometimes at peak travel 
times, and I was amazed at how little travel times were impacted by the addition of the bike lanes and 
reduction to single lane for cars. More of this please, it's a win for everybody. Don't let angry people 
scare you off from doing the right thing! 

Please return the configuration to what it was previously. Traffic jams at many hours of the day keep 
me away from downtown. 

Do your research at 4-5pm or during a sports event.  I could not even turn onto main last night, as 
there were cars packed in left turn lane and people cutting out of that to straight lane.   

My suggestion would be to not start the project until past the stadium. The current project backs up 
traffic at the northbound stadium light. 

Please make this a permanent change! As a resident who lives in a neighborhood adjacent to S. Main 
and commutes to work on foot along S. Main, this seems to have increased safety for all modes of 
transportation. Using the center lane to turn onto my street has been great. Walking along and 
crossing S. Main also feels a lot safer. 

Return to the prior configuration.  

As a driver AND a biker AND an e-scooter rider who generally approves of bike lanes like the 
wonderful William St lane. But I am also a parent of a Pio student who has to navigate the rush-hour 
mess every morning. The road diet has made the area surrounding Pioneer more difficult and 
dangerous because the back-up of traffic caused by the decrease to one lane now extends well 
beyond the Buschs shopping plaza and makes 7th and Scio Church more congested as well. And this is 
during the pandemic when traffic has been much lower than it was pre-2020. Further, it also makes 
my life as a biker/e-scooter rider/pedestrian more dangerous as there are backed up lines of drivers 
waiting to turn out and they often have too much traffic to pay attention to that they forget to notice 
the person trying to walk past them. Seriously, I appreciate some of the road changes for bikers, but 
not this. It makes my life as a driver and pedestrian more miserable and it does NOT make my life as a 
biker any better. Same with the divided lane and cars parked in the middle of the street experiment 
on South Division south of Packard.  

This might work but doing it while there is construction on the building betwen Packard and William 
makes this area feel completely unsafe.  Have been avoiding. 
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Traffic always backs up causing MORE emmisions.  Further people cut through neighborhoods at high 
rates of speed to avoid the back up on main street.  Seems like a complete failure.   

The S. Main street diet multiplies traffic at many times during the day for those who live in the area 
and does little to promote the use of Main St. for non-driving transportation or adherence of drivers 
to respect crosswalk use.  

This pilot program has caused massive congestion at rush hours and during the beginning and ending 
of school at Pioneer. In my personal experience it has substantially increased commute times, both 
for cars and busses. It also has caused issues during football games as the original 4 lane option 
allowed for a much faster exit of cars from the stadium area. During non rush hour times traffic flows 
well however in my daily usage of Main Street I have not once seen bikers use the lanes. It also seems 
unnecessary as the side walk next to the stadium is far wider than a normal sidewalk with more than 
enough space for pedestrians and bikers.  

This is a awful plan. It increases traffic wait times therefore increasing idle pollution. Only a few bikers 
use it and not pedestrians. 

This has caused terrible back ups going into downtown during rush hour particularly by the stadium as 
things narrow.  Contrary to the idea that people slow down, people tend to speed to try and beat 
lights that are poorly timed which is less safe for pedestrians. I also question how used the bike lanes 
are since I drive this route regularly but see the bike lanes rarely used, especially in the colder month 
which is more than half the year.  Not a great choice with the number of people who need to get 
downtown everyday.  I have chosen to avoid going downtown whenever I have the option so I don't 
have to deal with this. 

The road diet is phenomenal.  In addition to being much safer and convenient for bikers, traffic flowed 
much better with the left turn lane.  Make it permanent! 

This is an absolute horrible change to main st and restricts traffic even more than it already has 
especially during football games.  Main st should go back to 2 lanes north and south bound in both 
directions ASAP!  

Narrow lane. Backup on Main Street to Scio Church. 

Although just outside the radius, turning one lane into a turn only lane prior to W. Stadium was a 
terrible idea. At least let people know ahead of time that it's a turn only lane. I have been hit by 
people trying to merge on several occasions. It is a danger and should be reconsidered or at least 
street signs need to be made earlier in a viewable location warning of the upcoming turn lane. 

1.  Road and school congestion at drop off and pick up at Pioneer High School has increased 
tremendously as a result of these changes.  Folks are running red lights on a daily basis (notably the 
left turn lane onto S Main from Stadium).  I worry about this congestion around the school increasing 
as more UM and downtown employees return to the workplace in person. 
2. The added lane elements last summer collected road debris / trash and created confusion for Main 
St homeowners--no one seed to know where to place their trash cans.  Cans were placed in bike lanes 
and other times abutted the roadway.  Main St is still an artery to getting in and out of downtown.  
Locals appreciate the need to drive around without clutter and road hazards.       

Increased congestion, increased rush hour frustration. Makes going downtown for dinner or other 
services far less desirable. Bike traffic should be on other streets. Note: I road bike roughly 1,400 miles 
in Ann Arbor last year.  

The only change I've seen during this pilot is more traffic. To date, I have never seen any bikers using 
the new lanes, and I'm on this road almost every day. Please change it back -- more traffic means 
more pollution. 
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It slowed vehicle traffic down which is good 

Spend more money on fixing the roads (for the benefit of all) rather than on road diets (for the 
benefit of very few). 

It is extremely confusing to try and navigate this new configuration and all it does is increase traffic 
congestion, making cars wait 3-4 lights to get through area when traffic is exiting UM events.  This 
configuration pushes traffic backups onto all area streets and makes it riskier for pedestrians as 
drivers become extremely frustrated and do not want to wait for pedestrians when the traffic finally 
clears to allow cars to turn or proceed through stop signs. 

I see huge traffic backups and little to no pedestrian or bike traffic. I find myself driving through 
neighborhoods to avoid traffic backups on Main St. I see no benefit to these changes. 

This has made my commute much longer and much more difficult. 

It decreases safety, especially for pedestrians. Cyclists rarely yield, but never to peds. Turning from 
side streets — on bike or by car — is now much more treacherous and occasionally the barriers even 
obscure views when turning on or off of Main. Plus the striping and barriers are hideous! The center 
left turn lane is a plus though. 

I plan on resuming my biking this Spring, and while biking along Main Street was not considered to be 
an option previously, the pilot flow has made this possible. Additionally, while I occasionally drive 
along that corridor, I have not experienced any adverse impact due to the lane reconfiguration - 
ideally, we would expand this pilot to other corridors as well! 

I avoid S. MAIN as much as possible, which is difficult living so close to it. If anything, I drive a longer 
distance just to avoid it. The traffic congestion is my main reason to avoid it. 

Please keep the road diet! Maybe re-name it a "road buffet," as it provides more transportation 
options, not less! Keep up the good work! 

It is EXTREMELY painful to access downtown from South Main, which as someone living due South of 
town is the main way for my access. It has reduced my coming to downtown to shop and eat at 
restaurants from two to three times a week, to once every other month. The downtown businesses 
that I patronize have been directly affected by the encumbrances foisted upon drivers. I doubt that 
the bike riders are spending very much money downtown. I'm all for bike lanes, just not at the cost of 
driving lanes. When I do venture downtown, I never see activity in the bike lanes. I would now rather 
drive to Toledo for lunch and shopping than to downtown Ann Arbor. 

Please stop road dieting our city. You can’t honestly believe we will all just start biking!  Have you 
thought about peoples quality of life stuck in traffic or what about when our town doubles in size for 
sporting events, art fair and summer fest.  I have lived in this town for 18 years and traffic has gotten 
so bad and by the way I am not seeing our community turn into Amsterdam and bike everywhere.  
We actually have places to be a certain times of the day and have to drive.  Please don’t hinder that. 
Our government is making it difficult to live here.  I pay a lot of taxes and most roads are riddled with 
potholes. Please work on fixing our roads.   

This pilot program has made traffic much worse. Since initiating this pilot program, in a car it takes 
quadruple the time now to get to/from downtown going to or coming from S. Main St. during rush 
hour in the a.m. and p.m. Also, I haven't seen many bikes using the bike lanes along this corridor 
during this study. The congestion is especially bad from Pauline Blvd. to Stadium Blvd. I personally 
have had to take the side streets to get around this traffic. Please bring back the extra driving lanes! 

Road diets are NOT the answer.  
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I live on w keech all you did was increase speeders on the side streets off Main Street people fly down 
keech to beat the light on Pauleen they run the stop sign on Edgewood they turn right on Edgewood 
and then they turn left on pauleen some child is going to get hurt city should put temporary speed 
bumps down these side streets to slow down traffic or have police presence during morning hours 
and afternoon hours thank you concerned tax payer  

Prior to the pilot, traffic frequently moved in an unsafe manner at speeds well above the limit. After 
the pilot was implemented, the traffic backups encouraged me to avoid Main St. during peak times. 

Traffic during rush hour is horrendous going N/S on Main Street at Stadium intersection.  Road 
markings are not apparent enough and there is still a lot of traffic trying to change lanes at the light 
when driver realizes the right lane is turn only now. 

I commute by bicycle. I typically choose to ride on 7th rather than Main, but this project makes me 
feel much safer riding on Main. Previously I avoided bicycling on Main between Stadium and Packard.  

Rarely see bikers. 
‘The most notable tradeoff is an increased travel time for vehicles’”. —> a detriment to deterring 
climate change! 

Love it! Would like to see something similar surrounding pioneer on both stadium & main 

The reconfiguration literally creates a bike lane. Why ask questions like “Does it increase travel 
options?”  
 
In fact why ask any of these questions? We have adopted a policy to stop speeding and increase 
safety. Does this accomplish that? Yes? Ok good—do more.  
 
I’m very angry about this. Please never put safety up for a vote again.  

Please do away with tinkering with main roads when basic repair with needs to be done on potholes, 
broken roads, etc. 

The road diet is great. Main street is much less noisy this way. I hope this is made permanent and 
similar plans are extended on other arterial streets in A2. I see people biking on it all the time! 

Keep healthy streets. Allows more space for walkers and bikes, cars are slower  

I’m in favor of barriers for the bike lanes! I see cars and trucks parking in them all the time.  

Road diets increase congestion and response times of emergency vehicles.  also there is nowhere for 
delivery vehicles to park.  

Add to much vehicle congestion taking it down to just 1 lane north and south.   

Please stop choking off main vehicle travel corridors. 

Traffic is frequently backed up to Madison during rush hour.  I no longer use Main Street as a route to 
or from work.  Nor do I use it in general.  I use alternative roads 

It sucks and makes for a hell of a time going from north of town to south of town. Bike lanes work 
close to the university. But it makes for terrible traffic flow, specially in high traffic times.  

Please consider the pilot a success, and extend it to Washtenaw Ave between Huron and Stadium 
next.  Our streets are too tender for 2x2 traffic.  Curbs are subject to potholes, lanes are too narrow to 
pass, and worry about ped and bike traffic makes the 2x2 pre-pilot arrangement just too dangerous in 
town.  Road diets make driving safer! 

I have biked and driven S. Main approximately weekly since the initiative began.  I am totally in favor 
of keeping the initiative! 
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Main Street is a terrible place to have only one lane of traffic in both directions. The amount of time it 
takes to get from down town to 94 south of town is ridiculous, specially during rush hour or during 
university events.  

I drive this road everyday (I live on a stree adjacent to Ann Arbor-Saline and work at UM) I'm fine with 
the road diet since it increases alternative options to driving. However, I would also like to see other 
options increased in availability, including additional bus routes and maybe bus-only lanes. I would 
really like to take the bus, especially in the winter, but that would require me to take 2 busses with an 
additional 20 minute walk, leading to about an hour commute for a distance of about 6 miles. Bikes 
are not feasible for everyone, and it would be great if the city expanded transportation options rather 
than focusing on a small proportion of the population. 

Reducing roadway size in an effort to curb miles driven within the city does not do anything other 
than cause congestion, frustration, and actually increases my safety risk in the morning commute 
from enraged drivers.  It is below freezing 5 months per year....who uses this when there is snow on 
the ground?!  Flawed premise... 

Please make this permanent. The more we can do to increase options for biking/walking, while 
limiting driving (fewer lanes, parking spaces, etc.), the better!! 

In favor of permanent bike lanes.   

This pilot seems totally counter-productive. Now, traffic is backed up significantly as it heads south to 
Stadium Blvd. Dozens of idling cars heading this direction don't reduce vehicle emissions, drivers find 
themselves sitting through several lights just to get through the intersection and neighbors have to 
put up with the daily traffic jams and noise it produces. Worse than that, however, is the fact that 
drivers are now cutting through the adjacent neighborhood just to avoid the traffic jams, thus 
reducing pedestrian safety along S. Main near the Allmendinger Park neighborhood. In short, this plan 
is very, very poor and shortsighted. Return S. Main to what is was prior to the changes! 

I enjoy having more walking room on the sidewalks in this area. I think this will be especially helpful 
when football starts again, as I walk these streets when going toward the stadium. I also think 
sidewalks give more of a neighborhood atmosphere, and honestly, make it feel less junky. However, I 
can't say I feel "safer." For me, the walking areas are more utilized than bike lanes (I bike more in 
lower town and near the hospital, for work purposes), but I appreciate the efforts thus far. 

Consider whether traffic data during this period is indicative of expected future traffic as pandemic 
restrictions lift, football games come back, and traffic volumes should increase. 

All it does is slow down traffic traveling on S. Main.  Not an improvement.  

I much prefer the new configuration with a dedicated center turn lane. It reduces back-ups and 
congestion while waiting for cars to turn left and is safer. 

While I feel safety is better on and across Main Street what is the solution for the increased traffic and 
speeding on neighboring streets such as Hoover? We could really use police enforcing speeding on 
Hoover. Especially during rush hour when cars are trying to bypass the increased congestion on Main 
Street.  

It’s awful to take lanes away from vehicles when no one uses the bike lanes 

Traffic backs up on South Main causing drivers to get impatient and look for alternative routes 
pushing traffic onto side streets that are not designed for the level of traffic.  

We need better protected bicycle lanes along this route.  Buffered bicycle lanes are not sufficient.  I 
currently use them on Packard and it can be very worrying to have a 18wheeler pass within 2 feet at 
40+MPH.  At least integrate the bicycle paths into the sidewalk area and provide a curb that separates 
the bike lane from the fast moving traffic. 
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Condensing the traffic has caused confusion and more aggressive driving that makes me feel less safe 
as a bike and as a driver. I now purposely avoid S Main for all transit methods because it feels 
significantly less safe than before. Please reconsider this plan and revert to the old configuration. 

I've been working from home in Canton so I haven't been able to use the reconfigured street. 
However I fully intend to move to Ann Arbor and do not own a car or intend to own a car. So I 
absolutely love seeing traffic calming measures and changes that increase walkability, biking, public 
transit.  
 
I want to see dedicated bus lanes for proper BRT, more protected bike lanes with proper "Dutch" style 
intersections, and areas like the downtown main street closed to through traffic, i.e. S Main St 
between E Huron St and E William St. That street should absolutely not have through traffic. 

I no longer drive and use South Main St as a car/bus passenger. 

Your department should be eliminated. That step would save A2 taxpayers a lot of money 
and a lot of grief. I have lived in A2 since 1965. I have loved living here until recently. I am now old and 
slow. I no longer go to downtown restaurants because parking is impossible. I live near Granger in 
LoBuPa. The street diet on Granger is confusing and does little to slow drivers.  

At rush  hour, there are big backups and it takes much longer to traverse this section of main street 

I appreciate trying to make transportation safer but I personally feel there was no safety benefit (from 
both walking and driving) and I experienced much longer car transportation times due to the lane 
closures.  

to much traffic 

Traffic goes so slowly there now and backs up so easily that the road is unusable. Other cars engage in 
risky behaviors to pull out in front of me because they're desperate to get in front of traffic. Instead I 
now have to take other roads, like Packard, which are very overused and literally falling apart from 
disrepair. My wife works on Main street, we share one car, and we can't afford to live in Ann Arbor. 
There are no real bus options in Pittsfield Township where we live so driving is our only choice and I 
have to drive downtown twice per day and it's miserable. The only real good option for cutting 
emissions is expanding public transport to the commuter communities that are full of employees that 
keep Ann Arbor running but who aren't paid enough to live in Ann Arbor city limits and therefore 
can't use the bus system (which doesn't run often or late enough to help us anyway in most 
locations). Expand Publix transport outside Ann Arbor, increase hours of busses, and invest in a light 
rail system to the commuter communities if you want to do anything real about emissions and reduce 
the need for driving individual cars. 

I am an avid recreation/commuter cyclist, and was previously unwilling to ride on S Main, opting 
instead to ride on the sidewalks for safety.  All safety concerns have been alleviated on this stretch of 
S Main with the recent changes. 

I think the turn lane is good, but didn’t like losing the lanes for traffic. That area has become a lot 
more congested. It still doesn’t feel like an area I would want to bike in. Unless the network for bike 
lanes is larger, these one off areas just feel like nuisance. From a walking perspective I don’t see any 
difference at all.   

Traffic is worse. More emissions for a green city by vehicles sitting and idling.  

The single lane in each direction makes traffic more dense thus making it very difficult to turn onto 
Main, especially left hand turns. These turns onto Main have become unsafe. 
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From my post-reconfiguration driving, I believe the revised cross section improves safety for both 
vehicles and bicycles.  While I have not used the bike lanes, I think they should be kept.  I biked a lot 
when I was younger and lived in A2. I avoided biking on this part of Main St as vehicles were keeping 
both lanes full (in each direction). 

Congests s main st approaching from the south (traveling northbound) at Ann Arbor saline and s main 
by only having one lane. It is very backed up at rush hour. There is literally no one traveling on foot or 
by bike most of the year as it is winter and then you just have backed up traffic. It’s nice to have the 
right turn lane when UM has something going on at stadium and main though.  It is fine downtown 
going southbound except at the diet at packard when there’s cars parked on the side and then all of a 
sudden road diet. I don’t know if it’s because I keep forgetting it but I always end up in the wrong lane  

Traffic on Main has been slowed immensely as a result of the lane reduction. At peak times it can be 
nearly impossible to leave or reach my neighborhood. (Unfortunately, many drivers are unaware that 
you can turn INTO a left-turn lane from a side street as well.) I support having a bike lane on S Main, 
and have used it myself, but there are effective alternatives for the relatively lower volume of bicycle 
traffic. Bikes can utilize secondary streets without danger to residents but as high volume auto traffic 
starts using neighborhoods to avoid sluggish traffic, safety concerns escalate quickly. I’ve witnessed 
an increase in cars speeding through my neighborhood to avoid Main Street but never worried that a 
bike would injure my child or pet. I feel my safety on Main may have increased marginally but it’s not 
worth the greater concern I have every day in front of my home.  

I would feel much more comfortable biking along Main Street if this were made permananent 

I hate these road diet projects.  This one has basically made it so that I don't want to go into AA 
because of the headache that the traffic congestion causes.  If you're trying to decrease traffic, you've 
succeeded with me.  I avoid that area whenever I can  and am taking wh business and money outside 
if AA. 

I avoid this area during peak am & pm traffic due to increased congestion  
Have noticed increase in speeding cut through neighborhood traffic during peak times 
My wife said that she has seen an incident of an ambulance stuck in peak time traffic 
Fire trucks could have a difficult time too 

I understand the goal but what it really did was add traffic jams and road rage. People didn't drive 
their car less and the bike lane was rarely used.  

There is plenty of traffic that turns left at various streets along this stretch. The turn lane alleviates 
cars getting stuck behind someone turning left at any given time. The flow is much smoother and 
safer for cyclists. Good idea, please keep! 

Bike lane needs to be more protected  

Please don't make this permanent. 

This is the worst idea I've seen doe to a major road. Travel time has increased. Many people don't 
realize that the right lane going north is turn right only. They force their way into the through lane. 
Horrible idea, even worse practice.  

The changes to the streets has increased traffic and congestion and made it more unsafe and 
frustrating for people regardless of their method of transportation  

It just seems to be extra lanes for delivery drivers to park in.  It definitely seems to jam up traffic if 
anyone is driving slow.  Also the lane ending @ Stadium seems to confuse people. 
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Please, Ann Arbor, I know you feel sanctimonious, doing all this for cyclists, but take a step back. 
Count the number of cars vs bicycles, even on bike-heavy roads. Removing car lanes is causing all 
kinds of aggression. I can't get down Maple to 14 without someone violently cutting me off when 
their lane ends. Most of the cyclists I know won't use the bike lanes because of how dense and angry 
the traffic is. 

Go back to the way it was 

I'm a UMich alum (2010 LSA) and a bike commuter in Washington, D.C. As a visitor to AA frequently 
since graduation, I have watched with great joy the protected and paint bike lanes pop up around the 
city. I can't afford a car, and Ann Arbor is the only place in Michigan I would be comfortable moving 
back to and feeling safe using my bike and public transit as my primary transportation tools. This 4-to-
3 conversion is a data-driven, proven approach to make conditions safer for all users of an arterial 
road such as this. As someone concerned primarily with the safety, equity, and environmental affects 
of transportation, this is a best-practices method to meet Ann Arbor's long-term goals on these 
objectives. I imagine many current AA residents will complain about vehicle delay, but I urge you to 
consider safety for walkers and bikers as a higher priority. There is something extremely powerful to 
the imagery of protected bike lanes running next to the Big House. Thank you for doing all this work 
making my second hometown safer. 

Not a fan of the Road Diet. Hoping you take it down. 

Your plan says you are looking after the safety of everyone who uses the roadways - this only works if 
you make sure that only are drivers held accountable but also bicyclists (like those who pedal down 
the middle of the street instead of using the appropriate bike lane) and pedestrians who cross where 
ever they wish.  

This is a self-evident blunder and should be reversed immediately. It creates traffic jams and makes 
turns at the Main/Stadium intersection more difficult. From direct personal observation from 
frequent trips here at different times of day and night, use of the bike lanes here is nearly non-
existent. 

It takes longer for me to travel on main street which means my carbon foot print is increasing.  
Increased emissions are bad for the environment 

This pilot project is absolutely TERRIBLE! It has created awful traffic congestion and does not 
encourage buses or bikers anymore than before. The carbon emission due to idling cars is the worst it 
has ever been. Change it back to 2 lanes in both directions or continue to be the worst city council in 
the state  

Main Street should remain primarily for cars as it was before, and other parallel roads (e.g., Ashley, 
1st) should be built for bikes. Main is the major north-south road to get to I-94, and it should remain 
so. Other roads should be used to primarily serve bikes 

This is awful. The congestion with traffic has reeked havoc  

Mixed feelings on the project.  Would be different if the bike lanes were used a lot, but they're not. 

Reducing the number of lanes for cars has only made it worse.  More backed up traffic, more upset 
drivers. Bike lanes are nice for summer, but who rides a bike in Michigan in winter??? 

I would return the road to the former configuration between pauline and stadium. Traffic gets far too 
backed up, but the turning lane is nice for turns on to hoover, davis, and also hill where you never 
knew if you would be stuck behind someone as it wasnt a dedicated turning lane.  
 
2 south bound lanes, a single north bound lane, and a turning lane with large  or protected bike lane 
on one side of the road would be ideal but probably too much to ask. Thankis! 
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This is up there with one of the most ignorant ideas the city has come up with. Who came up with the 
idea to delay & inconvenience the thousands who travel by motor vehicle so a handful can have more 
convenience. Plus, I thought this city had the idea to reduce emotions? The same amount of cars will 
continue to travel the road(s) & now engines will idle longer in the area due to slow traffic. WAKE UP!  

I do not usually drive at peak times, but so far, I haven't noticed a problem with this new 
configuration, and I feel it makes cycling much safer. 

It's a main road for vehicles, so in general it's not a great area to reduce vehicle traffic there.  There 
are far more cars/trucks that use it versus bike riders, so I think vehicle traffic should be the priority. 

Was better before the change, it makes no difference at all to walking and hinders vehicle traffic flow 
in the area 

N/A 

This just adds standing traffic coming into and out of town.  There are times I wait through 2-3 lights 
just to get across Stadium at that corner.  I might have seen 2-3 bicyclists along that stretch since you 
put in the idiotic bike lanes.  I think you should concentrate on repairing the roads before you start 
changing the flow.  It's dangerous to drive and ride your bike on these roads.  Take a look at Hill and 
State.  I'm surprised someone hasn't lost controlled after bottoming out and hit a pedestrian.  Just 
change Main street back to the way it was.  You have more people driving into work than riding their 
bikes.  I'm not going to ride my bike in from Chelsea, Milan or even Saline.  

Seemed to increase my commute time and the length of the traffic at Stadium and Main. 

The first year of the pilot when construction barrels were used to mark the dedicated bike lane, the 
road was less safe then ever.   The second year of the pilot, the design was much safer as it it was 
much less confusing  

Programs like what you've done to S. Main (along with Fifth / Division, First / Ashley, Williams) not to 
mention other 'calming' efforts) discourage me from driving to / through Ann Arbor. I find myself 
looking for goods / services outside the city limits where possible, and do not consider going 
downtown for 'browsing' shopping or dining. 

The biggest issue to me is that many drivers are now using neighborhood streets as alternative 
through-ways to avoid the Main/Stadium light.  When traffic backs up, drivers will take side streets 
and travel at unsafe speeds. 
 
Overall, the Main Street area in question had sidewalks as well as access to neighborhood areas that 
were well protected from rush hour traffic.  While Main Street is now safer, the surrounding streets 
seem to be less so (for drivers, pedestrians and residents). 

Please stop with the bike lanes 

I get to sit in a line of cars 3 times as long as before this change was made. Often times people trying 
to rush the light and end up blocking the intersection for an entire light rotation since traffic backs all 
the way up to the lights. It also results in a huge queue waiting at the stadium to make it across 
stadium. I've seen maybe one or two bikes use the bike lane since returning back to work almost a 
year ago. If Ann Arbor continues to put in bike lanes all over the city that are under utilized and cause 
people to wait in longer lines, waste gas, time and cars blocking intersections I'll be relocating and 
finding a job elsewhere. There is no reason why it should take me 45 minutes to get home when I live 
5 miles away. Most people here are still working from home. I can't wait for everyone to be back in 
the office the wait times will be even worse. 

I loved having safe bike lanes on s main st!  I hope these changes can become permanent. 
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As the street funnels down to one lane each direction, and then widens on the other side of Stadium, 
this has lead to a lot of rush-hour/school-time traffic, the result of which has caused vehicles to use 
the neighborhood side streets rather than the main thoroughfares.  

The only thing this pilot provided was backed up traffic and longer idling times at lights.  Like other 
"road diets", this one failed miserably. 

I read "across" in these questions as "how do I cross this street". My main places to cross are at S. 
Main and Stadium and the intersection where S Main becomes Ann Arbor Saline Road. I feel safer in 
these street crossings because traffic is slower than it was before the reconfiguration. 

I understand that you want to increase the biking option in Ann Arbor, but twice I have had cyclist 
spend more time in my lane than the bike lane. I have also been almost been rear ended as a cyclist 
decided to turn in front of me with no signal.  

You took an extremely busy street that already had a severe traffic issues and arguably made it 
unequivocally demonstrably worse. When two lanes were available, if a car had to turn off, a second 
available lane was there... now that option is non existent. One can forget about trying to enter on to 
main street as traffic now backed up several miles! 

I really don't like the direction this process is heading. I feel with the reduction in viable north/south 
routes through the city I am forced to use neighborhood alternatives like 7th that are not designed to 
carry the same traffic load. 

Stop the road diets 

Painted bike lanes are ignored constantly by residents, delivery vans, and other service vehicles, 
making those lanes *less* safe to be in (since you have to cut around the constant intrusions into 
traffic.) Unless bike lanes are curb-ed off, you see every form of bad road behavior, from passing in 
them, to parking in them, to traffic turning in them. They look pretty, but don’t increase safety, 
accessibility, or change traffic flow. 

Creates extreme congestion during peak driving ours. Turning left into my neighborhood requires me 
to drive an entire mile away before congestion leaving town stops impeding traffic 

Too much to watch for as bike come from everywhere. For the most part, they don’t follow the rules 
of the road. 

I appreciated the bike lane. 

I do not feel safe biking in this area without a permanent physical barrier from the traffic lanes 

Can we please do this to all 4-lane roads in A2?  Especially N Main, W Huron 
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The addition of the bike lane primarily adds to safety for pedestrians by creating more space between 
fast-moving cars and the sidewalk. It used to be scary to walk on parts of South Main because cars 
would be so close. As a pedestrian, reducing the street to one lane each way has made trying to cross 
mid-block at the non-signaled crosswalks MUCH easier, if still not really safe. Again, car speed is the 
issue.  
 
I used the bike lane once and will never do it again as configured. The cars are moving too quickly and 
it doesn't feel safe as-is. Cars were getting too close to me and they were too eager to "make lights". 
It needs to be protected to actually be feasible on that stretch of road.  
 
The middle turn lane works well and it's nice to not have to make lefts across two lanes of traffic. I 
frequently need to turn left onto Davis from Main or left onto Hoover from Main and it's so much 
easier now. Conversely, it can be hard to pull out onto Main Street from such streets during busy 
times because it's backed up, which leads me to the following... 
 
I'd be remiss if I didn't acknowledge the bottlenecks this configuration can cause at busier times, and 
how the frustration from drivers at such times leads to them tearing down side streets at unsafe 
speeds. It's an unintended but real consequence, and I see it daily. I also got caught in one bottleneck 
the other day after a basketball game and sat on Main Street for nearly 15 (!!!) minutes because so 
few cars could get through a light cycle. Let's just say words were uttered, even though I fully support 
the idea of this reconfiguration. 
 
A real effort needs to be made to try to mitigate these bottlenecks, or this effort will be seen as 
antagonistic. Perhaps playing with light timing can accomplish this. We are not going to change the 
fact that thousands of commuters drive in and out of the city daily any time soon. 

I think the pilot configuration is terrible. I get that it has reduced speeding, but that is because traffic 
now moves exceptionally slow, especially at rush hour. I live in the neighborhood near the 
intersection of Snyder and Main St (one block from the Main/Stadium intersection), and I often have 
to go several streets away in order to be able to turn onto or from Main St. because the traffic gets so 
backed up at the intersection of Main and Stadium. It often takes multiple lights in order to get 
through the intersection, especially southbound. On the northbound side, people are not used to and 
are not expecting the second lane to disappear so suddenly so close to the intersection at Stadium 
(and with traffic backed up so far, sometimes by the time they see the sign, traffic is so far backed up 
they can't get over even if they want to), and I have personally been involved in multiple situations 
where those people end up trying to merge into the straight lane from the right turn lane in the 
middle of the intersection, which is quite dangerous. I see few, if any, bikes in the bike lanes, and with 
snow and ice on the roads for much of the winter, they would be unusable anyway. This is one of the 
busiest intersections in Ann Arbor, and I think placing so much emphasis on the bikes and pedestrians 
that hardly use this part of Main St. in favor of slowing traffic way down is a misplacement of priorities 
in this particular area. 

This pilot seems like a negative towards our goals of Vision Zero transportation.  No reduction in 
vehicles, more idle time, quicker acceleration to make the lights, etc.  There is also a definite quality of 
life reduction.  I challenge you to try and turn left onto S. Main from stadium during the morning 
school hours.  The traffic backs up onto the stadium bridge.  This NEVER happened previously.    

So much more traffic congestion 
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Bike lanes are welcome in every direction in this town, and connecting the bikelanes to each other, 
and to the places people live, work, shop, and play should be a high priority.  Thanks for the 
opportunity to provide input. 

It's much better as a driver and as a cyclist - the bike lanes are good but should be upgraded to 
protected lanes. The addition of a turn lane also prevents long backups and dangerous merges as a 
driver. This is a good project and should be kept around. 

Makes things less safe due to extreme confusion on narrowing lanes and traffic back ups 

What a colossal mistake this was!  You take the busiest street of the year (x100 on football saturdays) 
and WHAM, down to half the lanes to drive on.   You should have built a pedestrian/bike overpass... 
shaking my head... 

This change has caused a major increase in traffic backing all the way up to the intersection at 
Stadium Blvd. Many drivers are caught by surprise at the right turn only lane heading north on South 
Main which caused further congestion at the Main/Stadium intersection.  

It's a waste of money.  I rarely see anyone in the bike lanes.  It discourages my going downtown to 
shop and to restaurants.  Enough of this stupidity.  Stop wasting money and return the streets to their 
original configurations.  And, don't convert any more streets. 

It is *so* much nicer to drive on South Main now. I'm really glad the engineers / tracked the changes 
to traffic flow so the decision could at least be informed by data.  

I bike down South Main street all the time, and I really like the changes. I also drive there and, aside 
from an initial period of intense traffic, it is all fine.  

Fewer lanes to cross at crosswalk. No more jockeying for position. Mid-light left turns no longer 
backing traffic up. Please keep this permanent.   

I am generally in favor of road diets, but this one does not work well in general because of the type of 
traffic that flows through it - many out of towners coming in for work, UM and social events. I did not 
feel safer as a pedestrian nor more aware as a driver.   

this should remain 4 lanes for cars 

I like the road diets. I think the traffic flow is more efficient. I like the right turn only lane NB main at 
stadium.  I ride my bike when I can, but main st is out of my way into town ( I come in from Packard), 
else thumbs up. 

Barely see any bikes on S. Main when traveling. Not worth clogging up the road for a couple bikes. 
Back to two lanes ASAP.  

The delays in movement of automobile traffic makes me and my wife not want to drive downtown.  
Maybe that is your goal, but have you checked with the shops and restaurants that operate 
downtown? 

I've seen a lot more problems with northbound traffic having to cut into the center-left lane to avoid 
the right turn only at Stadium, which has potential for accidents. Traffic used to be able to proceed 
straight through. 

I'd love to see pilons or cones or barriers/curbs placed between where the cars are and the bikes and 
a bit more signage leading up to the dedicated lanes. 

Let's go back to 2 lanes 

love the new configuration, please put up bollards too! 

I would much prefer dedicated transit lanes to bike lanes as those actually increase mobility, 
accessibility, and decrease segregation. 

Bad idea on a major car route north and south in that part of town.  
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This seems like a survey that's more an attempt to build a shield against criticism than actually get 
useful data. I am intentionally expressing no opinion as to whether or not this is a change that should 
be kept. Please either actually ASK that question of people and commit in advance to following the 
results or don't do silly self selecting public surveys at all. It would be better in future to be up front 
that this is the design we're doing, we expect X% more walking and bicycling, Y% more congestion and 
Z% less whatever. Decide the metrics in advance, commit publicly  that we feel those trade offs are 
worth it to meet goals A, B, & C and we'll measure at the end of the project to see if our predictions 
match reality. 

There is a perfectly good sidewalk already next to and separated from the road that walkers and 
bikers should use. Roads are first and foremost for cars. It is an unfortunate truth, no matter how 
much some wish it wasn't. Reducing the amount of space for the cars by half is not a good solution for 
Ann Arbor's arterial roads.   

This is the worst.  I've almost been killed several times on my bike because of these stupid changes 

The slowing of the traffic on South Main Street is pushing traffic into adjacent residential streets. And 
increased the amount and speed of traffic on South 7th. 

Much MUCH safer and easier to cross S. Main now as a pedestrian, as a cyclist, and as a driver. The 
wait times while driving have not dramatically changed since before the change, so I wholeheartedly 
encourage making this permanent. Safety trumps a couple seconds saved while driving every time.  

Road diets have made Ann Arbor less safe for pedestrians and drivers. Who voted for the so-called 
Healthy Streets Initiative? It should be called the We Hate Cars initiative.  This costly project is not 
carbon neutral and may be more detrimental to the environment as drivers now know Ann Arbor is 
hostile to driving so do not drive through the city but take longer routes around the city thereby 
burning more gasoline. And what about disabled people who rely on automobiles to get downtown. I 
guess Ann Arbor only wants young, able-bodied bicyclists to enjoy downtown. Has anyone tracked the 
number of cyclists who actually use the bike lanes? It would be interesting to break down the cost of 
building these lanes per cyclist. I'm guessing the number would shock most taxpayers. 

The more bike lanes/pedestrian areas and fewer car lanes downtown the better! 

The constant traffic backups make it much harder to safely cross Main St on foot, while obviously also 
making it frustrating to drive along for those of us who have no reasonable other choice. It's 
sometimes so backed up that it makes more sense to cut across through neighborhoods to State 
Street, which is less safe for everyone involved. Road diets are great everywhere except a couple main 
arteries in and out of town. Main Street and Huron should remain in their historical configurations - 
free flowing traffic is safer than constant gridlock. If you're going to keep the diets, PLEASE redo the 
timing of the stoplights to alleviate backups. The light at Stadium gives far too much priority to 
Stadium - same at Hill and at Pauline. 

I feel it's more dangerous than ever with pedestrians and bicyclists now less aware of vehicle traffic.  I 
have to have my head on a swivel at all times.  I have no interest in using public transportation we 
currently have in place. This traffic configuration has caused me to go to other cities for dinner, 
shopping, etc.  

I do not support the reconfiguration. Please do not make it permanent. Traffic congestion has got a 
lot worse. 
 
These questions feel biased towards gathering positive feedback to support the change. Please ask 
people directly whether they support the changes. 

Traffic jams are frequent and forces frustrated drivers to divert onto side streets driving way to fast! 
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I think it is great! I love roads where car speed is lower, keeping drivers, walkers, and bikers safer. 
More of this please, Ann Arbor! 

Make it permanent.  

It has led to increased congestion, which increase carbon emissions. It isn't debatable 

When people return to the office, the congestion going to and from work will be awful - particularly 
during snow storms.  Please revert back to original configuration  

The change has vastly increased the traffic on S 7th Street. 

On principle I am for biking but to choke a main artery in and out of town makes little sense--there 
are just too many people who work here and live at quite a distance who must come in and out and 
the way retail and services such as medical offices are structured, people who live in the center need 
to use this road. Right now there are times of day when it is all clogged up, making movement difficult 
and creating polution as cars idle. 

I live near W Davis and S Seventh and to get to Beth Israel synagogue religious school on Sundays, I 
bike onto Main St. at Davis, turn right, go one block, then use the turn lane to go left onto Hoover and 
continue my journey to synagogue.  Then reverse that coming home.  Going from Davis to Hoover on 
a bike was almost impossible before the changes. 
There are many reasons why I've been happy with this conversion but I wanted to share this specific 
example of how it keeps me safe and healthy every week!  For what it's worth I also drive on Main St. 
and it's made that safer and less stressful, too. 

Inconvenient for drivers, more convenient for the few bike riders, no change for walkers.   

Driver here. I think the configuration is smart, I used to live on w hoover tried to avoid left turns onto 
and from main. I think safety for drivers and non drivers could be increased with a smart left turn 
signal onto Pauline.  

This is a great change! Please keep it! 

Biking and crossing S Main St since the pilot’s implementation has felt VASTLY safer. Please make it 
permanent and perform more road diets throughout the city! 

You guys need to figure out a better way to alert oncoming traffic of the new lane closure at the 
Stadium Boulevard intersection.  It is not clear - early enough - at all. 

This road change is something I would like to be made permanent. I’d also like to see permanent 
barriers installed to protect the bike lanes from cars entering to. This is something I’ve seen at 
stadium and main as cars enter the bike lane prematurely to use the second lane. I’ve also seen cars 
parking along Main Street in front of the new apartment complexes at Madison  

Haven't noticed any negative impact at all while driving, and the road feels significantly safer on a 
bike. Way way better than before! 

This makes getting downtown a bigger nightmare than it had been, and makes me less likely to bring 
my money to local merchants.  

The road used to be very dangerous to cross. Especially closer to the stadium. It is much more 
manageable now and traffic does not seem to be effected. 

I’m an infrequent driver along this stretch but the changes certainly did not slow me down and the 
lower speed/increased safety was obvious.  

Cutting any roads in Ann Arbor down to less than two lanes in each direction is lunacy.  It takes 
forever to travel this route as well as the Huron/Jackson Road area during peak travel times.   

This increases driving time too much.  
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Since this change we have had a noticeable uptick in speeding traffic along west davis and w hoover 
Ave (I live on w hoover) due to traffic backups along main cutting through to Pauline and 7th. This 
area becomes gridlock even worse than usual for major u of m sporting events. The bike lanes are 
nice but this is THE main north/south corridor. It needs to support the traffic needs of a 100,000 
person city plus commuters from the rapidly populating south side of town. Until this city increases 
density or increases bus services. Limiting car traffic only decreases the accessibility of downtown Ann 
arbor. 

There’s no sidewalk on one side and people constantly walking. People don’t get over in time and 
hold up traffic. The light at S. Main and Stadium is RIDICULOUS. 

It backs cars up significantly (those heading south). Cars turning from side streets are unable to turn 
left onto Main Street (ex at Hoover) because of the backup going South that never clears, which can 
create a safety issue.  

Enough with the road “diets”. Stop making it more difficult to navigate this city. We are a midwestern 
city-embrace the reality that most people DRIVE to go where they need to go and they should not be 
endlessly punished for this with increased frustration due to traffic congestion in a city whose size 
really is not big enough to warrant traffic congestion.  

I hardly see anyone biking in ann arbor and all this does in increase traffic which is dangerous.  This 
was an awful idea. 

Has made traffic worse, hate the change  

It is even less desirable to transit this area in an automobile than before the modifications, especially 
during rush hours.  Vehicles turning left now can easily cause delays of several light changes. 

As a cyclist I am very grateful for this bike lane - it gets me to work every single morning. Currently the 
nature of the Hoover/Main Crosswalk makes crossing the street still somewhat of a hassle. 
Additionally, many cars use the bike lane as a parking space for extended time (10 minutes+) in front 
of "The Yard" and the "618 Main" building. 

Would be better to use money to resurface city streets and deal with potholes rather than narrowing 
streets like S. Main and adding bike lanes which often go unused. 

I’m all for bikes but this is a waste of money imo. It creates tradfic jams and I have yet to see a bike 
using the lanes, though I have seen bikes using the sidewalk. I feel this forces cars to use alternate 
routes to get in/out of town during rush hours (like 1st St) which raises safety issues since these are 
residential streets. 

I've lived in this town my whole life since 1956 and biked from one side to the other long before all of 
these bike lanes. I am truly tired of all of the changes regarding lane reductions. It is simply a joke. 

The traffic backup along S. Main is now atrocious. Because it cuts down to one lane, the traffic will 
back up at least a mile from that point during rush hours and high traffic events. I feel this is highly 
counter-productive. While this is community that has many pedestrians, this is one of the busiest 
areas for commuters entering and leaving town. 

As Ann Arbor-Saline Road to South Main Street is a major artery for commuting traffic and the 
Valhalla development will add the potential for another 400+ vehicles at rush hour drive times, the 
net reduction of two lanes portends back ups all the way from I-94 to Williams Street daily. I don't 
oppose "calming" streets, but unless you combine the lane reductions with some HOV or EV-only 
requirements,  I foresee more problems than benefits. 

More bikes less cars. Great initiative! 
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This project has caused long back ups along S. Main St and I, like many others will use the subdivisions 
west of Main St to get through when it is busy or I will use roads east of Main as well as university 
property to avoid S. Main St. Main St was the worst during football games as well. You all want lower 
carbon emissions but I turn want me to sit in traffic and idle for longer periods. I also more cars using 
the center turn lane as a passing lane. I’ve seen at least one crash near S. Main and Potter and have 
seen other near misses. This road is too busy for this lane reduction. Thank you for your time.  

I hate this. Way way way way way more traffic now and it gets SO clogged up during rush hours. 

I will NOT use my bike on the road as configured, too many people trying to use bike lanes in cars for 
right turns or to drop off/ pick up people. Don't want to use it in a vehicle - congestion is NUTS with 
people half in the bike lane and 1/2 in the driving lane.  
 
Horrible decision on the pilot instead of getting the best of both, we got the worst of both. Avoiding S. 
Main and moved business meetings elsewhere, using delivery options to avoid using the street.  
 
You could have done a lot better with the design. But I guess that you did not want either cars or 
bicycles to be on Main.  

I like it 

Love it! Ann Arbor is finally trying to make things better for the people who live in Ann Arbor instead 
of only listening the folks who commute in.  

Need to open car lanes. Too much traffic in ann arbor now. The new curbed bike lanes are complete 
nightmare for snow removal! Also A2 is home to google. Why the traffic lights are not controlled by AI 
is beyond me. Get rid all lights put round abouts. 

it made it more congested and lower to get across town to medical facilities to make appointments on 
time 

More bike lanes and fewer car lanes are good choices. To prevent frustration of drivers, the real 
solution to too many cars on the road is more housing options closer to downtown. 

Making Main Street one lane from Stadium to downtown is and was a very bad idea. There are too 
many cars and too much traffic to have that stretch one lane each way. I suggest you change it back to 
two lanes  

The traffic backup is really bad. I don’t see very many bikes. Also, it seems those driving cars have 
become more rude.  
I’ve gotten more used to it over time but it does seem like two lanes are needed to avoid the traffic 
jams.  

Keep it up. I love the bike lanes added last fall to the Packard corridor by my house. 

Huge traffic jams created in the middle of the day, total misuse of road space. If you want bike lanes 
expand the roadway via eminent domain. 

Traffic diet on main Street has been a huge dissatisfier and should be removed ASAP with main 
returned to 4 lanes. This traffic diet change has created more traffic on side streets where folks drive 
fast and I've seen cars almost have head on collisions as they drive both ways in the middle turn lane 
when it's backed up. Being realistic the amount of bikers on main between hill and stadium is so 
minimal I'm not sure why this was ever considered. Why are we punishing drivers for a very small 
few? Lastly, I actively now avoid main street for travel and have on multiple o occassions decided not 
to shop or spend money downtown because I dont want to deal with hassle of traffic on main. This 
can't be what ann arbor city council wants... we need people coming downtown and shopping to keep 
our city thriving. 
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Please remove the road diet on main and return us to 4 lane traffic. 

This is a highly traveled road and a foolish concept for traffic flow and congestion. It needs to return 
to what it was and all resources should be directed to fixing the roads in Ann Arbor which are among 
the worst of any city with such high property taxes.  

Please return to 4 lanes. 

Causes severe back up from traffic.  

The road diet has severely backed up traffic and the light at stadium and main takes way too long to 
get through with so few cars moving through.  Surely all the exhaust from cars sitting in traffic is not 
good for the city or nearby residents.  Come up with a better way to protect pedestrians crossing the 
road if needed but out the car lanes back to decrease the cars just sitting and idling.   

I think this was a waste of funds. The roads in town are embarrassing and all need to be replaced. For 
a city of this size with the travel appeal we have, it is a disservice to have such a terrible road system 
that can’t last one winter.  

It feels like there is more constant traffic congestion on working days which makes bike and 
pedestrian access on Main Street just more contentious with impatient drivers. During rush hour I see 
drivers routinely use the bike lanes to squeeze in right turns onto side streets. Things felt more 
comfortable and law abiding with the original four lane road. 

This is a great idea, but we need to widen the side walks to allow 2 lanes for cars, 1 bike lane. And the 
side walks.. the bike lane Is a great idea but is making traffic horrible around town 
 
 Give us back the second lane and push the side walks back a bit 
.thabks 

Poorly reconfigured. The one-lance in each direction becomes a nightmare of commuting to my 
company office on Main st. Traffic jam during rush hours and emit more carbon while waiting/idling.  

Please put the road back to two lanes in each direction. 

Please stop spending money playing with bike lanes and paint and signage.  The housing and retail 
affordability crisis is more important that continued gentrification.  We need a complete city, not a 
playground for the rich  

The majority of people using this stretch drive. On any given day there were zero to no people riding 
bikes, walking, or any other type of transport other than walking between the new apartments and 
downtown. Living North of this area, all it did was create congestion and inaccessibility. I went out of 
my way to avoid downtown Ann Arbor. That increased traffic on 7th and stadium itself as drivers 
looked for alternate routes. This city will never be a non-driving town.  

The one lane driving has increased drive time and increased the amount of idling vehicles and carbon 
footprint.  
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This pilot has caused unneeded congestion and back ups during high traffic times. It also creates extra 
hassle for those commuting into the city for work which is unavoidable. I strongly believe it is also 
increasing traffic through our more residential dominant areas, bringing with it all the dangers of 
increased traffic in neighborhoods as drivers seek to avoid main st. 

Slows traffic horribly. What used to take forever, now takes twice as long.  

This project decreased my sense of safety overall especially the elimination of the four auto lanes. 
Turning left or right is confusing due to the bicycle lanes/bollards. It does slow traffic with more 
congestion at peak use times. Still difficult to walk across Main street.  

I would ride my bike in this area when the weather is nicer! 

I can appreciate the city's goals, however, many people do need to access the downtown area by 
vehicle. Increased traffic backups in addition to costly parking fees have made frequenting downtown 
businesses less desirable. 

Reducing lanes on a major road has increased traffic and added to pollution by idling cars. Crossing 
your sorry excuse for bicycle lanes is dangerous.  

Open up the streets!! The traffic at rush hour is terrible!! Also I never see bikes, at least not enough to 
justify spending this kind of money.  

It definitely decreases my experience doing anything other than biking - so I guess that's good if you 
want drivers to hate life and switch to biking.  

I felt much safer biking with the pilot measures in place. I took many more trips on my bike with the 
dedicated lanes. I did not notice any significant impacts to my own travel via car with one less lane 
available.  

Traffic is more congested around town with very little people using the bike lanes.  

The lower speeds on Main Street have made me feel much safer both driving and walking.  

I love this bike option. It’s also easier to move from the bike lane to a left turn at Pauline when I only 
need to cross one lane of traffic.  

I frequently travel S Main several times a day. I have seen maybe a dozen bikes if that since the 
project started. The oversized bike lanes add to confusion for crossing pedestrians and the traffic back 
up is horrible. I agree with being a bike friendly city but the majority of people still drive and major 
routes need to remain vehicle focused. 

Not a fan of it what so ever. Ann Arbor has become the absolute worst city to visit, drive through & 
around & I’ve never seen a biker use anything except the road no matter what change has been 
made.  

Please keep making protected bike lanes! I use them all the time, and I see so many other people 
using them too. Adding bike lanes to the downtown area makes it easier to access that part of town. I 
currently live by the newly constructed protected lanes on William and S Division and think they are a 
great addition. 

One lane each way cause traffic to back up on Main street 

Need signage on main across from pioneer to alert drivers BEFORE they get to pioneer that the right 
lane becomes right turn only. The traffic backups because it’s not labeled far enough in advance are 
disappointing.  

I have a lot of experience on Jackson, Stadium and Main Street in the areas reduced from two lanes 
each direction to one and this shift makes pedestrian crossing and vehicles entering/crossing traffic 
difficult due to the lost gaps in traffic. It used to be that traffic was in surges with dead space 
between, but now with it being single file it is nearly continuous. 
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I don't bike, but am very happy with the street changes because they make it easier to safely drive 
alongside cyclists. Would love to see more protected bike lanes throughout the city! 

Increasing cycling lanes is great, but not on 1 of maybe 3 main roads in town at one of its busiest 
intersections. Main road is a major road, it’s heavily used! Reducing it to 1 lane each way is absolutely 
asinine and unsafe. For the love of safety, this intersection already sucked because only 3 cars can get 
through the turn light at a time. Then you have to wait 5 minutes for another 3 cars to get through. I 
barely saw cyclists use this intersection at any hour of the day. I did see a ton of vehicle congestion 
that caused honking and general frustration though. I purposefully drove through neighborhoods to 
avoid this intersection, and I bet no one wanted increased residential traffic. Seriously, just put it back 
to two lanes please. 

I think it would be a lot safer to improve pedestrian crossing themselves. The road reconfiguration 
makes it harder as there is no break in vehicle traffic and drivers are often confused at the 
intersection of main and stadium. 

I have yet to see a single bicyclist on main street. Just food for thought.  

As an office manager on Main St, I can say this project increased traffic and makes travel to and from 
town almost impossible.   

Put back to four lanes.  Have only seen two bikers use the bike lanes since it started and have seen 
traffic of cars back up significantly. 

The crosswalks at Hoover are still dangerous. Drivers routinely blow through them even when I’m 
busy crossing the street. It’s very hard to cross there as a pedestrian, and even worse as a cyclist. 
Please add some form of light to this intersection.  

Please be sure to not allow left turns & cause major gridlock.   Cars not moving really cause a lot of 
greenhouse gasses to be released.   

Turn S. Main back to what it was. Although, I occasionally bike in the area, there is no reason to make 
traffic worse for the small few of us that bike in the area. Plus, there is no valid “climate neutral” 
argue meant to have these cars idling in traffic any longer than necessary.  

Great change. Please keep it 

Left turns (both south and north bound) are much much easier and safer. I avoid S Main from 4-6pm 
and use side streets because it’s too backed up. 

It’s made main a scary mess at times  

This was absolutely the right decision. S Main Street is calmer and safer for walkers, motorists, and 
cyclists.  

Taking away the extra lanes has really burdened the traffic flow. Not everyone has the luxury of riding 
a bike to work/school. Some need to drive due to childcare, groceries, etc. Having only one lane really 
clogs up traffic and makes it harder to get around and into my neighborhood. Waiting a long period of 
time for traffic to flow also eats up fuel.  

Please revert to prior road structure. I understand the thinking but the bike lanes aren’t used much, 
cause confusion and shrink driving space for those who need it. 
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Atrocious!! As a small business owner in town its down right embarrassing trying to explain vendors 
and delivery companies about why the city chose to do this.   I understand accommodating for 
peds/bicycles. But, not at the expense of business owners and citizens trying to commute.  A2 is a 
business hub, not a sleepy bedroom community.  
Being that the city is approving all of these high rise apartments/condos and increasing the population 
how could ever justify this poor poor decision.   
I travel this route multiple times per day and can count on one hand the amount of bicycles/peds 
using this failure of system daily.  Especially in an environment where bicycles can only be used 4-6 
months out of the year.    
Put the four vehicle lanes back into use and throw some of that money to fix some of the potholes in 
this city. Your infrastructure is a complete joke.  The 300 block of Main Street is “the core” of 
downtown and pavement is in the condition of a third world country.    

I will not be going down town anymore. I used to love to come into the city for hanging out and 
dinning but it is far to difficult to navigate down there. I hope the business are happy with the loss of 
revenue from this terrible idea! 

This pilot has been an unequivocal success. It has reduced instances of speeding and provided greater 
saftey to all people using this stretch of Main St, regardless of transportation method. Furthermore, 
experiences elsewhere in the city have shown that this configuration can work. The stretch of Jackson 
rd between the Huron split and Maple has a higher number of travelers per day and operates with no 
problem with only one lane of travel in either direction. I wholeheartedly support making this 
configuration permanent, and would suggest wider bike lanes to allow for passing, installing a curb 
barrier to protect the bike lane, installing island bus stops so busses don’t pull into the bike lane to 
stop, and expanding the road configuration beyond Stadium to provide better road conditions to the 
neighborhoods to the south of Stadium. I would also like to see the right turn lanes eliminated in 
order to allow for protected bike lanes through the intersection; failure to do so puts the children of 
Ann Arbor at risk as they bike to Pioneer High School.  

Stop changing capacity load for automobiles on the streets during the pandemic.  Though some has 
returned to normal, not all has. Wait for normalcy, then consider changes.  It is easy to do this when 
volume is down, but when traffic returns to normal, these changes will become problems instead.  
Spend the money fixing the electric vehicle charging stations and encouraging their use instead! 

Ann Arbor is too expensive to live in, I have to commute to my job downtown and this project has 
made rush hour traffic a nightmare.  

I would have loved to use the bike lanes on my commute, but I just wouldn't feel safe there unless 
they had concrete dividers from traffic. 

I’m a cyclist, runner and walker. I appreciate the bike lanes, protected and painted. As for walking and 
running there are too many cross walks drivers are expected to watch. Look at main and Hoover. 
There are 3 to 4 cross walks. Is it too much to expect peds to use just one? 

The South Main road diet is a nightmare.  I and other drivers have started avoiding this stretch of 
Main Street, using neighborhood roads instead.  Traveling this route is much faster off Main than via 
Main Street now.  I doubt that the program has convinced anyone not to drive.  Rather, the amount of 
traffic is the same, it is just dispersed along roads that used to be quieter.   

I've bicycled this section of Main St. a few times with the new configuration and it makes a 
tremendous difference for safety.  
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I use main street to drive down to stores such as REI, Target, etc. I am an avid cyclist who would 
absolutely choose to run those errands if there were dedicated bike lanes running from downtown all 
the way past I-94. 
I'm the meantime this change had made it easier for me to exit side streets running perpendicular to 
Main St so as to cross only two lanes to head southbound. 
This change makes for an all around better feel with that stretch off road. 

There has not been normal traffic conditions due to many of the changes made to account for the 
COVID pandemic. This should be reviewed once there is more normal daily traffic conditions instead 
of those with most people still working remotely.  

The reconfiguration of S. Main Street has been a bad experience in many aspects. I have driven from 
my home in Pittsfield Township to downtown AA nearly every day for 13 years. Removing the 2 lanes 
of traffic each way has added significant congestion most hours of the day, particularly during 
morning and evening rush hours at the Stadium Blvd/Main Street intersection and other intersections 
between downtown and Stadium. I struggle to remember a single time that I've seen a cyclist using 
either the bike lane in either direction. 

1) It is very difficult to make a left hand turn onto Main Street.  The single line of traffic cars goes on 
FOREVER.   
 
2) The amount of cars that use this main entrance to and from the city by residents and non-residents 
alike is too much for 1 single lane in each direction.  I would like to see 7th street become the major 
protected bike lane for N and S cycle traffic.  
 
3) I saw bikers use the sidewalk even with the protected bike lane vertical buffers.  Main Street is a 
MAIN street and there are many other street options for "sharing the road." 

I think people are angry along this area due to increased congestion and either avoid this area or run 
lights, crowd intersections to get across. People walking walk between congested cars to cross so it 
just increases the agitation for everyone  

Makes it absolutely horrendous for a commuter. Bikers don't respect rules of the road. Traffic flow 
worse than ever.  

I agree that the goals of the project have mostly been accomplished.  I do have an exception, which 
may be short lived.  I've have seen where NB right lane drivers neglect to see the lane turns right and 
continue across the Stadium intersection, causing danger.  I'm surprised more fender benders have 
not occurred there but I imagine horn noise has increased.   Have flex lanes been discussed?  I 
recognized the cost of signage or gates, but something that may address volume issues and safety on 
non ingress/egress hours.  Also, with fewer workers still in downtown buildings, there may be a 
delayed impact as folks start to return to office work.   I did notice the right turn from NB Main to EB 
Hill was safer.  

The change negatively impacts travel times while providing bike lanes that go unused. I would like to 
see data on the actual utilization of the bike lanes during none summer months.  

This is a horrible idea and needs to end 

Really dumb. Stop making it harder to drive in Ann Arbor. Creating congestion by reducing the 
number of lanes on the major streets is not progress. Increased traffic does not make the roads safer. 

bike lanes are dangerous, roads are fine. 

I find it is confusing to drivers and the few pedestrians I see. I have literally never seen a single bike 
rider in the new bike lanes.  
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Love the change, please keep it! 

Greatly needed to protect bicyclists. Keep it permanent.  

It’s awful…I have not noticed one bike being used while driving. Very inconvenient 
The road where this is needed is where Washtenaw forks off of Stadium to South University, 

There’s still a long way to go with crossing main at a crosswalk that is not signaled. They might even 
be bad ideas. Add a signal or lose the crosswalk. Someone is going to get hurt  

Happily support and would like to see more. 

I hate how much traffic backs up at any given time of the day at Main and Stadium. I just avoid the 
entire area now and won't go to the shops between stadium and William street. 

So much safer to walk across S. Main now. 

this was a solution in search of a problem 

Road need to be repaved to increse safety     

stop these traffic cops.  they have done more stupid shit with our streets in the last 3-4 years than i 
have seen in my lifetime. it is now harder to get around. it is slower and more inconvenient.  rarely do 
i see bikes.Thess fools should be thrown out of office. 

The additional bike lanes are not utilized to the extent possible and there are far more cars than bikes.  
Who wants to ride their bike through slush and snow in the winter?   

There are not enough bicyclists to warrant their own bike lanes. No matter what time of the day I 
travel on those roads, I hardly seen any bicyclists using the lanes. But I do see people walking on the 
sidewalks. Why not widen and improve the sidewalks instead? 

I like the new layout, less lanes is easier to navigate.  

I think it was inconsiderate to do the pilot project at all. The residents (especially those living close to 
Main Street) were not given a chance to oppose it. Additionally, it was sprung on the workforce traffic 
(who definitely had no say in the matter) increasing their commutes without notice.  I felt the level of 
my safety did not change with the pilot project. Lastly, I walk this particular strip of Main Street twice 
a day during peak hours and maybe twice since the project has started have I seen the bike lanes 
being used for their intended purpose. 

This was a stupid idea obviously concocted by someone who does NOT live in the city. Ann Arbor has 
grown so much and so quickly, rush hour was a mess with two lanes in each direction. With only one, 
it is a joke. 

Traffic heading south on Main St (towards Stadium) is often backed up past Davis Ave making it 
difficult to turn onto Main St in either direction. This was rarely a problem prior to the 
reconfiguration. Not sure if any alterations can be made to the current configuration to help address 
this problem 

None 

There is a spot where the cross streets are not in line, but each have a designated crosswalk. I've 
found that bit to be chaotic even if only sightly busy - cars creep out from either cross street 
unpredictably. 

I like the road diet. In a car, it feels much safer to make turns and to be able safely avoid cars slowing 
down yo make turns and to have visibility. As a bicyclist, this gives somewhere for us to safely ride.  

This section of road now seems safer to drive. Traffic does appear to be a little slower but totally 
acceptable. Looking forward to biking it this summer. 

This is one of the most assanine and stupid projects A2 has done.  
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Limiting a more stream line traffic flow increases likelihood of accidents/injury. I'm more inclined to 
avoid area. 

As a homeowner in an adjacent street we are now faced with speeding cars traveling through the old 
west side. I have called the Ann Arbor police and they have sent out officers to ticket. While this 
configuration may have improved the safety on Main Street, the safety for residents in the adjacent 
areas in compromised given the traffic violations of those attempting to avoid Main Street. I would 
have much preferred having bike routes in the adjacent streets than on Main. 

This project proved that the city is actively seeking to prohibit people from working in Ann Arbor and 
they have no regard for the people who support local businesses and the university. This project 
creates a  road rage situation two times a day, every day, making it dangerous for all . 

The area is in general much more congested, causing what seems to be increased time to get through 
the area.   

There is a significant, lack of use by bicyclists to justify this continued configuration  

Has made the area feel infinitely more unsafe. I actively avoid it now, causing me to use more gas. 

Please keep the bike lines!  

Please keep the bike lanes! 

Seemed to cause longer traffic backups, particularly when traveling north and having only one lane to 
go straight on Main. Have not seen much usage in the bike lanes to warrant the additional traffic. 

This will be terrible for people who commute to and from work, the hospital, school, to football 
games. This will be an absolute nightmare.  

Safety issues with cars trying to go in bike lanes. 

The addition of bike lanes only reduces safety for both cars, bikers, and pedestrians. 

Not a resident anymore but the lane looks great! Climate change is real, so let's do something about 
it. Stop coddling car drivers. 

i commute almost exclusively by bicycle, bus, foot, and scooter.  i personally like what's happened 
with the streets in ann arbor. 

Reduction of car lanes has only made congestion worse especially with people looking for spots to 
pick up take out. Bikers do not follow lights and stop signs like cars creating confusion of right of way 
and I've seen close calls with cars pulling out in front of bikers or pulling into the bike lane when 
confused.  

This has been excellent. We need to convert every 4-lane road in the city to this configuration 
(Packard, Plymouth, Washtenaw, Huron Parkway, Stadium, Maple, etc). However we need protected 
bike lanes. While biking feels safer on South Main, it still doesn’t feel safe enough.  

I don't understand the project, it causes more traffic and there are no bikes. Please please bring back 
the second lane on each side, thank you! 

Please change it back. 

Smaller lanes causes more traffic and congestion. This causes more irritated drivers, who will opt to 
drive fast through neighborhoods to avoid the traffic on the narrow streets. Stop punishing people for 
having cars! We don't live in a climate to have bicycles a year round option, so stop making it the TOP 
priority. Fix the roads so cars can drive safely.  

Since traffic is backed up more due to the changes, this causes more idling and carbon emissions.  
Also, pedestrians are more likely to run between idling cars to cross the street.  Also, cars speed in 
nearby neighborhood streets because they want to avoid the backed-up traffic on S. Main.  All in all, 
this is a bad idea.   
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This pilot has created traffic grid lock in front of pioneer high school and has led to many vehicles 
quickly changing lanes and near accidents. It has also caused significant backups all the way to i94 
during the morning drive into Ann Arbor and many aggressive drivers. It makes me feel less safe 
driving into town in the morning because of the congestion. Peolle also seem to be much more 
aggressive when driving between stadium and Packard and more willing to cut off bikes and 
pedestrians who are either in the bike lane or going across main street. I feel like the traffic pattern 
needs to return to the pre pilot pattern. 

I don't think the change is worth the increased traffic/travel time. It is not feasible for all city residents 
to take the bus or walk, i.e. it's important for car travel to still be possible across Ann Arbor.  
 
Also, since it was changed to one lane, I have seen one cyclist using the bike lane. I've seen cyclists on 
the sidewalk, though, even after the change to one lane. I also have seen cars driving in the bike lane, 
especially approaching the intersection with Stadium. 

This made driving on Main Street so much safer. I drive on it often and I love the changes. People 
used to zig and zag to get around people stopping to make left hand turns and it was always nerve-
wracking. I could see my self biking in that area now, and I never would have considered it before the 
changes. 

Q #5: This makes no sense.  Do you mean as I am crossing S. Main?  My options are still the same: I 
can walk, bike, bus or drive. 
Q # 7: Again, do you mean as I cross S. Main?  No, I do not feel any safer now than before. 

Thank god for this, pleeeease make it permanent. I can actually cross the street instead of having cars 
willfully blow by me well above the speed limit. Four lanes of traffic so close to downtown was 
incredibly dangerous and limiting for me as a pedestrian. Protected bike lanes would be great too, 
currently they are frequently commandeered by cars who use them as temporary parking outside of 
"the "Yard" apartments. 

Since going north/south on main was reduced to one lane, there has been a big increase in backed up 
traffic. There are drivers that try to merge at the last second, from the dedicated right turn lane going 
north on main, either they didn't see the sign or just try to avoid waiting in the backed up line at a red 
light, which can be unsafe and frustrating. 

I am responding with a comment only.  I do not mind the changes EXCEPT:  the southbound left turn 
lane should begin further to the north, say nearly at Keech.  Often since the change in configuration I 
have had to wait through more than one light cycle simply because I could not legally move into the 
empty turn lane, but had to wait in the slow moving, south bound left lane, reaching the turn lane 
after the light had changed.   

Not the right area for this program. Too busy an intersection and I rarely see folks using the bike lane. 
Thank you!  

This change was poorly considered. Reducing lanes and increasing traffic congestion is not the answer 
to decrease auto traffic, all it does is anger the people who either live in, work in, or spend money in 
your city. I am a frequent bike rider, and I will NEVER ride my bike on Main St. It is not safe, regardless 
of how you complicate traffic patterns to try to accommodate non-automobile transportation. I will 
continue ride on sidewalks when I’m on or near Main St…despite of—and because of—your road 
changes. Even worse than your poorly designed changes on Main St are your changes to the 
neighborhood streets immediately west of Main St. Whenever you make things more complicated for 
drivers, you automatically make things more dangerous for bikers and pedestrians. Stop trying to 
artificially manage/reduce auto traffic. Why don’t you just close the M-14 exit to Main St so no cars 
can get into your city?? (Please understand that is sarcasm, not a “suggestion” to the ridiculous 



Responses 

extremists who are making decisions in our city!). I own a business in downtown AA and am 
dependent on customers driving to my business in order to make a living. Please stop making it 
difficult for me to survive in the city!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Bike lanes used as parking spots. Terrible car backups in the morning after Pioneer high school drop 
off. 

Downtown traffic is a mess, so we're spending less time downtown. Given a choice, my wife and I now 
choose out-of-downtown restaurants and stores with convenient access and free parking.  

This makes more traffic congestion 

Down to one lane will only increase the present traffic problems that occur when the employees from 
the U of M get off work.   

Please revert the changes made during this pilot. I drive this route several times a day. I VERY RARELY 
see anyone using the bike lanes. All this has done has been adding to commute times and slowed 
traffic. It needs to remain 4 total car traffic lanes.  

bikers don’t use the lanes appropriately and they are mostly reckless. i live on south main and it’s 
extremely frustrating. this should be addressed with the new added lanes 

I don't see many people using the dedicated bike lane 

Please keep the changes and add more! 

There are now always traffic jams… it’s hell 

Making the city's roads bicycle-only one lane at a time has been a terrible policy for a variety of 
reasons. One that is often overlooked is that it is turning Ann Arbor into a less accessible place for 
people with physical disabilities. 

It is easier to cross the street. Ths bike lanes give a space to pullover and get out of flow of traffic. 
Gives bikes a space to be safe out of traffic. 

It’s “Main Street” downtown streets are and should be primarily for CARS!!! it’s a disaster and now 
the roads are shit! How much did/is this costing tax payers. And as far as pedestrians and bikers it’s 
DANGEROUS! I have witnessed many near misses not too mention drunks in rd everywhere because 
of the entitlement that the city of Ann Arbor has given bikers pedestrians and drunk students. 
Ridiculous  

At busy times traffic is a nightmare and can take forever to get through. Everytime I drive on main 
there usually aren't even bikers using the bike lanes 

New pattern reduces peak volume and increases  associated costs in commuter time and fuel use. 
Road less usable for safe package delivery. Change it back..  

Just ban all poor people and our cars already, you elitist dumb assholes. Biking/walking isn't even 
viable in winter, so why are you crippling the only effective transportation method for the majority of 
your laborers to benefit the few wealthy residents that already walk on the broken backs of 
commuter wageslaves.  
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While the bike lanes appear to be beneficial, reducing traffic to only 1 lane in each direction has 
resulted in even more congestion in an already busy area. Going down that stretch of S. Main during 
or close to rush hour is something I have strongly avoided since the reconfiguration; there is simply 
too much traffic and that route adds significant time to any trip. Running this pilot during the fall and 
winter months when bikes lanes are not typically used as often as during the summer months has 
made the traffic situation even more frustrating. Another idea to accommodate bike lanes in that area 
may be to expand the sidewalk to create a dedicated bike riding area.  

Road diets are not a good idea. Delivery trucks cannot park to make their deliveries. What would be a 
10 minute drive home from work can turn into a 25 minute drive just idling in the traffic jams. This 
causes an extra 15 minutes of exhaust to be spewed into the environment. Lesson- just because 
something works perfectly in your ideas does not mean it works perfectly in REAL LIFE.  

highly in favor or more pedestrian and bikr traffic and less autos. 

What are your goals? To put the "hurt" in to discourage car use? Pilot configuration appears to be this 
goal. 

This is stupid return it to normal  

I feel less comfortable biking on this street than before. The traffic back ups create lots of fumes while 
biking. The safest option is using the side streets (like Ashley) and crossing at the lights.  
 
I lived in Minneapolis for years (a town with avid winter bikers), and all bike lanes were one off from 
main streets. This was a much more comfortable riding experience and also made the roads safer for 
bikers and drivers. 
 
We are homeowners at 562 south Ashley (about 1 block from project) and feel this project has 
actually made us less likely to bike on Main Street. Please consider changing it back! 

As a commuter into work every day, this increases my commute by 30 minutes (total an hour) in the 
afternoon because main St backs up at Stadium.  Losing the extra lanes has been awful for commuters  

Please keep this configuration-it is better for all road users.  

This has caused traffic backups and causes drivers to become frustrated. This includes drivers taking 
side streets as short cuts due to the backups. If there is ever an emergency with a evacuation this road 
diet will prove fatal. 

The traffic back-ups this created has been awful.  I get trying to improve biking options, but this has 
been a nightmare. 

Reducing the lanes north and south in main street causes unnecessary delays in committing time.  It 
also increases the traffic through other residential streets as drivers try and find a way around this 
traffic  

It makes it feel much safer to push a stroller across the street! I love it and really hope you keep it the 
way it currently is. I don’t currently bike much but have budgeted for a new bike this summer because 
the city is feeling so much more bike friendly. Keep it up, you are changing people’s transportation 
decisions for the better!  

It causes traffic backup and is dangerous to both motorists and the handful of bikers who use the 
lanes. It makes getting out of the neighborhood difficult and dangerous.  

I've only driven because I didn't have a bike until two weeks ago. Ann Arbor increasing bike 
infrastructure was a big part in me feeling that biking is becoming a tenable option on the roads. 
Many drivers may complain about the change because of loss aversion, but they will get over it. More 
progressive mobility infrastructure is still need throughout the city (e.g., Stadium, Liberty, etc.). 
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One lane each way has caused traffic. Consequently, cars start using the bike lane as a turning lane or 
they try to use it to pass cars.I’ve also seen drivers become more aggressive (many cut others off right 
before the light at w stadium and s main).  I take S Main Street to and from work each day for the past 
three years. I can’t speak about how bikers view this change, but I have not seen many bikers use this 
bike lane. I think it would be safer for them to use the entire lane (as a right lane) or even the 
sidewalk as opposed to this pilot.  

I think it was a great change and fully support continuing it. 

Please stop doing surveys when the safety implications of a change are absolutely undeniable. Also, 
please make the bike lane along South Main a *protected* bike lane. 

I look forward to further expansion of bicycle infrastructure and road structures that reduce speeds in 
the city. 

If you're re-configuring this stretch, do it right. Create a protected bike-lane like on William St. I will 
never use these unprotected bike lanes with the amount of distracted drivers on the road. A strip of 
paint is not enough. I've also seen delivery vehicles use the bike lanes to park. As a resident of the 
west side, I love what's been done on William and Ashley. I would love to be able to continue on 
Ashley to William and on to Main St in a protected bike lane to access the Stadium, Pioneer HS, 
Woodland Plaza, etc. Otherwise, the reduced number of lanes with a center turn lane works just fine 
in this corridor in the times I've driven it.  

Reduced car traffic is an improvement throughout the city. It’s has been increasingly more difficult to 
cross S. Main st and the traffic does not stop at ped crossways. So the changes you have made are 
better for pedestrians and bikers. 

I live on West Hoover.  The new configuration is extremely dangerous to the local community.  I walk 
down Main Street often and it is very backed up now compared to the old configuration.  To find a 
quicker route the cars are coming off of Main Street and driving at very high speeds (in excess of 50 
miles per hour), avoiding traffic sign and putting the local community at risk.  This did not happen 
before the reconfiguration.  I have a 4 year old and I now fear for her safety in the neighborhood with 
the increased and dangerous traffic.  The neighborhood has many families and your children whose 
safety is at risk.  Please return Main Street to its old configuration and restore safety to the 
neighborhood.  Please install the safe bike lane in the neighborhood on Ashley or Williams where it 
would be more appropriate.  Main Street’s new configuration has dramatically change the 
neighborhood’s safety.  Please fix it! 

I have noted increased automobile traffic on Stadium at the S. Main signal at commuting hours to 
avoid this stretch of road. Reconfiguring a major artery into/out of our city during the pandemic is ill-
advised. The experiment should be ended and a new strategy investigated. 

These road diets are antl-safety. You get a lot of people who are either in a hurry or tired after work 
or just mad because they have to sit and wait it increases road rage and increases pollution from 
sitting in traffic. Or the best one they start cutting thru neighborhoods. Please stop messing up the 
traffic patterns and put back the one way streets. Totally unrelated but how on earth can you set up 
low income housing and make the minimum you can make is more than minimum wage that tells me 
you are all rich schmuck who want people to do the dirty work but go away live somewhere else. So 
Poor People Aren't Allowed In ANN ARBOR. 

Definitely nice for biking, but orders of magnitude worse for driving on a day to day basis… traffic is 
backed up there for miles now when it used to not be. Plus the current bike lane is marginally safer 
than just sharing the previous lane with cars… for this to truly be safer there needs to be a slight 
curb/separation between bike and car lanes. Also not sure how these changes would make going 
across main any safer… 
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Bike lanes are not bike lanes unless they are protected, so make these real. Also, it is incredibly 
surprising to me that Ann Arbor does not have a pedestrian only business district downtown. A few 
blocks of Main and State would be much better served with no cars at all. 

Not a fan of this new "project" at all.  I work downtown, a mile from my house.  I will not take Main 
Street to get home.  The line of cars is backed up all the way to Hill, sometimes Madison.  I take side 
roads home, like many others.  And frankly, too many people are taking side roads and driving too fast 
on them.  I've seen people slam on their brakes because they're not paying attention to the backed up 
traffic.  People have done u-turns in the middle of the road to go back and find a side street.  And yet, 
when I walk along Main or when I cross Main, I never see anyone biking along Main.  Ever.  Please put 
it back to the way it was and spend the money on fixing the roads (our neighborhood roads have been 
awful for the 10+ years I've lived here).  

Remove this, it was a terrible idea and it needs to go back to how it was before. 

Absolutely idiocy. There is 1 bike for every 1,000 cars. Frustrated drivers idling for HOURS, making 
dangerous u-turns, driving through peaceful neighborhoods, slamming on brakes. This is THE main 
artery in/out of town for thousands of residents and commuters. Totally insane. Period. Zero 
justification.  

The amount of idling on south main street due to traffic back-ups is a problem.  Those cars just sit 
there and spill their exhaust into the surrounding neighborhoods.  The idling also increases the 
amount of time that cars are running, thus increasing the pollution from these cars. 

I strongly favor returning to 2  vehicle travel lanes in each direction  

I really hope the city keeps the configuration how it is now with the bike lanes! Much friendlier to 
pedestrians! 

AA is in winter 6+ months of the year where no one can ride a bike. It’s pointless to create long lines 
of traffic for virtually zero bikes half the year. This also creates more emissions because cars spend 
more time stopping and going which is worse for the environment. Bring back the two lanes. Bikes 
can also ride parallel to Main Street on one of the many side streets. Thanks for bringing back the 4 
lanes.  

This project causes a more dense traffic flow.  Thus there are fewer breaks to allow a safe crossing at 
an intersection where there is no traffic signal.  

I like the configuration on Main Street itself, but it leads to a bottleneck of cars around Stadium Blvd. 

I live within a block of this section of S Main, and I need to use it on a daily basis. The new 
configuration has made it safer to cross S Main as a pedestrian, safer to turn left onto my street while 
driving a car, and much safer to bike along S Main. The bike lanes have made it much easier to bike 
downtown along S Main - it used to be a terrifying experience. 

So much safer as a pedestrian and cyclist! It has made a world of difference for my family which 
includes a dog and newborn. I don’t think it’s compromised my driving experience at all. In addition 
the protected left turn lane from main to Pauline is great and helps traffic move more smoothly.  

As a commuter into the main street area this has significantly worsened traffic during morning and 
evening commute times.  It is also more dangerous for bikers who do not follow the traffic patterns 
when crossing streets.  It is also a deterrent to my family going downtown to eat at restaurants and 
use downtown businesses because the streets are a mess.  

Turning left onto S Main from Hoover has always been a challenge. With only one vehicle traffic lane, 
the spacing between cars heading south on Main is tight and the line of traffic is longer. Requires 
more patience or generosity of drivers to make this work smoothly.  

A bike lane has long been needed along S.Main. Bike lanes improve the safety of everyone. Thank 
You! 



Responses 

Consider lengthening the two-lane queueing space as Main approaches the intersection with Stadium.  
I think this would alleviate the length of the southbound queue during the PM peak, and improve the 
throughput at the Main/Stadium intersection, while maintaining the pedestrian/bike/safety 
improvements. 

I have only seen the new bike lanes used for police to pull over vehicles or park, both of which block 
the entire bike lanes. It seems the lanes are not being used by bikers and have increased the traffic, 
especially around Pioneer HS making it more dangerous for pedestrians and bikes in that area. The 
congestion around this area will be even worse when the new housing opens on Main St next to the 
golf course. NO foresight used in the implemented plan.  

Traffic is very bad during peak commute times, often blocking the intersection at Pauline and Main, 
preventing Pauline st traffic from crossing the intersection either to turn left or proceed straight into 
the U-M lot. Vehicles still fail to yield at the crosswalks at Main and Hoover 

This pilot project is great and I hope it stays! Traffic is not any slower with the new configuration, and 
I feel much safer. I am much more likely to ride my bike through this area once the weather gets 
warmer.  

I feel that this was a very poor decision to add roadways that people do not understand and have had 
no training in into a highly traveled city. From the stuff that has happened up by state street all the 
way to changing the one ways on the west side of downtown to 2 ways! I have seen so many people 
almost get hit weather in cars on bikes or walking since this has happened! I also do not feel 
comfortable driving in the city a grew up in and learned how to drive in anymore. I think the city 
needs to reevaluate how the roads are working because it doesn't feel safe. 

Traffic flows well and is somewhat slower which is definitely a good thing. I don't experience any 
substantial back ups to traffic. 

you ask about safety, but i’ve felt less safe taking this route. too many people commute in and out of 
this town everyday for you to be slowing down traffic on the most busy roads.  

I preferred the old configuration. There are areas where this should occur (Washtenaw Ave north of 
Stadium). There have been significant traffic backups since the changes. The area around the stadium 
will always be busy and snarling traffic will only create spillover traffic on game days. A loud minority 
of bicycle advocates is trampling on families with young children, disabled and the elderly who rely on 
vehicle based transportation in this corridor  

Chaos. Walkers and bikers still need to be very car wary as not all drivers are used to or understand 
the pedestrian cross walks. It would be better for bikes and walkers to share the sidewalk. 

the by cycles lane need to be removed and have more car access one lane main street is causing 
extreme traffic the cycles lane is causing so much problem bad idea uber and taxi drivers are so upset 

If you are going to keep this nonsense (the intersection by the stadium is brutal at rush hour, Pioneer 
let out, basketball etc) please for the love of god, put a right lane only sign farther back that is visible. 
The little one does nothing as traffic is backed up before you get to the intersection.  

Anything that slows cars down makes everyone safer: cars, bikes, peds, etc. so I think this has been a 
big positive for that area, which was previously very unsafe and crowded. 

I think reducing the area to one lane instead of two has increased congestion from traffic; the signs 
are helpful, but I try to avoid this area as sometimes it takes a long time traveling, and sometimes 
people drive a little vicariously.  The addition of the bike lanes was great, and, I think improves safety 
for the bikers.  Ultimately, I believe keeping two lanes, with their respective driving instructions, and 
the addition of the bike lane would be most effective given the amount of traffic and activity present. 
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I've seen a lot of delivery vehicles park there or people park there with their hazards on, blocking use 
of the bike lane. It's pretty frustrating. In addition, crossing S Main St is always hazardous because 
drivers don't usually slow down when the crossing area is just white paint.  

Not a useful survey.  Problem is traffic back ups between 4-6 pm.  Adjusting the light at Stadium to 
make it longer for Southbound and Northbound would help with the problem.  I've started cutting 
through side streets to avoid the area. 

I drive this almost daily heading north from Scio Church and cutting over to Ashley or First at Mosley 
St. 
There is a choke point with north bound at Stadium where right lane is turn only onto Stadium. I do 
think it would be good to consider if the right lane could be straight and right turn. Then allow traffic 
to merge to the one lane along side the football stadium. There is not much bike traffic here and bikes 
coming west on stadium that make the right turn are already sharing that turn lane/negotiating with 
cars.  

question 6 and 7 are identical, you could do better.  NO I donot favor this configuration, very few 
bicycles use these lanes, never seen a pedestrian in them at all.  Traffic backs up,  both directions, 
especially with construction downtown and the narrowing of main street there.  Back up makes 
several lights to either turn on to Pauline or Hill going East or West.  Bikes still riding on sidewalks 
instead of in bike lanes.  Realistically we have how many days year round that people are biking???   I 
now avoid taking main street to downtown and use neighborhood side streets instead. Is that your 
intent because if so it worked. And what exactly is a "healthy" street, I work in the medical field and 
have never seen one.  Open main street back up.  It is not inviting to guests coming into the city either 
and leads to grid lock.  Why is it every street you take on to repair as well looses a vehicle lane? Just 
wondering, can't wait to see the disaster on State street happen.... 

Please keep this road diet in place!! 

It is nearly impossible to see the lane  lines in the dark when the road is wet. The jockeying between 
lanes has created a dangerous situation and will lead to accidents.  

I am one of the many pedestrians hit by a vehicle on Hoover, though I was uninjured. One of the 
reasons I moved out of Ann Arbor is because of the traffic congestion, and I like the new set up! Keep 
it and I may move back! 

I feel so much safer biking on this section of Main St now; before I wouldn't have dared to attempt it. 
This is awesome and I hope the city keeps this configuration here and converts other busy roads (e.g. 
Huron) to a similar configuration!  

This project has made it so that I cannot leave my neighborhood via Main St.  I have to go 1/2 mile out 
of my way to go South through the neighborhoods instead of using a main road.  NO BUENO! 
This is an ill conceived idea that is unpopular with my neighbors.  But no one really cares what we 
think.  Been here all my life, and some of the recent changes don't sit well with many.  Thank you. 

All it has accomplished is slowing down the traffic flow for an almost non-existent biking need.  The 
vehicle traffic is extremely high, the bikes are few and far between. 

Since implementation of this bike lane, I have maybe seen 2 people actually using it. I have seen 
multiple bikers still using the sidewalks!! These bike lanes have slowed and backed up traffic 
immensely along south main street almost doubling my commute time.  

I'm concerned this will make bus commutes difficult for passengers and bus drivers. Pleas take public 
transit into consideration when re-designing streets.  
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It is amazing to have a safe way to ride my bike downtown from the Lansdowne neighborhood with a 
direct route, using S. Main, rather than having to use seventh Street. This saves a lot of time when I 
am in a hurry to get to a meeting or some activity downtown. I am delighted that this was made 
available and thought I would never see it happen. 

The traffic backup on S Main is incredible and creates dangerous situations as cars turn onto side 
roads that become blocked with the backed up traffic 

has prolonged travel time and prompts short-tempered behavior by drivers 
The traffic on side streets, including narrow neighborhood streets has noticably increased. 

I would love to see more A2 roads converted in this fashion. We walked S Main before and after the 
reconfiguration and crossing with our dog and grandchild is SO much safer now. And when the 
weather is warm, we are no longer afraid to bicycle there, which we do often to buy groceries. 
Thanks! Oh BTW, we are 60-something Boomers and love the attention to future transportation 
needs. My one gripe is that I can find no mention of motorized 2-wheel transportation in the A2 
Vision Zero plan, ie motorscooters, e-bikes and motorcycles. 

This project has slowed traffic on S. Main but has not impeded the flow of traffic.  

This just backs people up and makes them crankier which in my opinion makes it less safe because 
people are driving upset. 

Personally I think it backs up traffic more. It only helps where it used to get choked down at 
Washington. But I dislike the new road configuration on 1st street more. 

We live outside the city, but have family in more than one place in this general area; the traffic safety 
is getting 
much worse inside Ann Arbor, and we avoid driving and shopping when we can.  Sure looks like 
amateurs are at work. 

I feel like this is just unnecessary you didn’t make any real changes for drivers you accommodated 
nothing but bikers you made the street smaller and narrow It ust made no sense. 

Buffered bike lanes are fantastic!  We feel so much safer, and we definitely ride our bikes in those 
areas more often when the lanes are there.  If Ann Arbor is going to be serious about carbon 
neutrality and about leading the way as a progressive, safe family destination, protected bike lanes 
are essential.  We feel like we're in Holland as we use those lanes in Ann Arbor; a bike-centered 
culture is admirable. Thank you!  

I hate the reduction in lanes. I never see people using the bike lane and all it does is increase my 
commute.  

I would like to see major improvements in public transportation before the city puts any more streets 
on road diets. There are no good options if you do not live or work downtown. I would be happy to 
take the bus to work rather than drive, but traveling from the west side of town to the south takes 
50+ minutes by bus vs the 15 or so it takes me to drive. Some sort of loop circling the city outside of 
the downtown area would be very useful.  
Many road/traffic pattern changes seem to be made to increase the use of bicycles. That's great, but 
please remember that many of us are physically unable to ride or cannot (ie need to transport 
children to various locations). While I've enjoyed the downtown street closures for weekend dining, it 
forces people to cut through neighborhoods to reach their destination during the week. This can be 
very dangerous. 

I'm usually driving during rush hour and I feel the change has caused so much back up on this street. I 
live far enough away from my office that I can't bike so I mostly drive to downtown because I have no 
other options to get to work. 
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With only one lane coming northbound on Main St at the Stadium intersection, traffic gets extremely 
backed up given that only one lane continues straight at that point. Similarly, continuing both 
directions on S Main St, it gets very congested only having one car lane going in each direction. While I 
have been driving, I have not personally seen enough bikes using these lanes to make this a 
permanent change. Also, I have witnessed cars using the bike lane as a parking outside of the 
apartment buildings. While only parked for a short period of time, bikes must veer into the car lane, 
which defeats the whole purpose of the bike lane and is extremely dangerous for all involved.  

In my driver role,  I feel I can be so much safer to bikers with the bike lanes with barriers. It's a 
massive improvement! And the traffic isn't any worse.  

Having a middle lane to turn left onto W Hoover Ave and E Hoover Ave is a mess and accident waiting 
to happen.  

Much easier/safer to make a turn across traffic into my street, using the center turn lane. Also 
easier/safer to turn onto Main Street from my side street (W. Davis). I have not biked recently, but 
think I would also feel much safer biking with the new configuration.  

It makes the commute into and out of the city a nightmare for those who work downtown 

Please do not make this permanent. This has not been a good change.  

Northbound Main backs up at Stadium and this was with lighter pandemic traffic.  Southbound traffic 
is a wall making the new left turn lane useless particularly at Pauline.  If you you are going to have left 
turn lanes, you need arrows or it is just wasted space in the middle of road with one car every light 
cycle turning left in a mad scramble. 

Traffic is horrible 

There are safer protected bike lanes on State St. and first. The cars veer into the bike lane and turn 
lane which is dangerous. There hasn’t been any notable time saving when driving. The signage at S. 
Main and Stadium is too close to the intersection. Cars realize too late that it is right turn only (when 
going north) then the go in the bike lane and try to merge.  

I would hope that in the future this road gets a protected bike road that is sidewalk-level instead of 
street-level similar to those in the Netherlands 

This has added significant stress and delays to my morning and evening commute, and it is evident 
that other drivers feel the same. Alternative transportation methods are not possible for me to utilize, 
and drivers get increasingly aggressive and dangerous because they are also stressed due to the traffic 
backups the new configuration has caused.  

I previously avoided S. Main on bike (though few other options exist!), and now I feel much safer, 
though I would feel safe enough to have my kids on bike if there were permanent protected bike 
lanes.  As a driver, I feel like it's much easier to see pedestrians at the crosswalks and stop without 
worry of getting rear-ended/having someone go around and kill the pedestrian.  I think more could be 
done at crosswalks (bump-outs?) to make it safer, but this is a fantastic start. 

Road diet causes more traffic/congestion on side roads. Need more clear signage for the road diet 
going northbound towards stadium, people still don’t realize that it’s a right turn only lane. I still see 
people drive across the intersection as if there’s still two northbound lanes to this day, causing beer 
collisions. 

Very stupid decision that creates more traffic congestion causing a less safe condition for all involved. 
Pedestrians, bike riders, and vehicles. Making it harder to get downtown will only create a condition 
that hampers the financial health of businesses downtown. The change in Main St. and other streets 
around the city has mad sure I always chose somewhere other than downtown to eat or shop. I 
worked in the city up until my retirement a few months ago and love the city but the total lack of any 
common sense in the planning for the changes downtown has made it so I never want to visit the city. 
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As a retired police officer for the city I can say I know about traffic safety and the changes downtown 
makes the people traveling in the city less safe.  

I live at the corner of Madison and Main and while the project is great in concept, I’ve seen a 
significant increase in traffic. The lights are easily backed up due to only one lane. Especially during 
rush hour or there is an event (football, basketball) - the road is a mess.  

Quit adding all these bike lanes it’s ridiculous. Bikers can use the damn sidewalk  

Stupidest idea. No one uses the bike lanes, it has increased traffic and caused more congestion.  

Incredibly congested traffic most times around normal business flows and even minor sporting 
events.  

There is to much traffic for main st to be 3 lanes. It’s a main corridor through out great city. 

At least the city doesn’t allow parking on this street like they do in South Division. The civil engineer 
who planned that should be embarrassed.  
Having bike lanes is a great idea overall if they are being used. Another issue with promoting bike 
usage and investing in special lanes is enforcing rules for cyclists just as is done with vehicles. It is a 
rare occasion to see cyclists follow the rules but a daily occurrence to see one run a stop sign, move 
from sidewalk to bike lane then on to the road all without consequences!   

Too much car congestion since one lane only. Too much traffic backup. 

I think your program will cause more emissions form cars stoped in traffic. It takes me longer to drive 
home.  

Please make the streets wider for cars 

It’s awful 

Road diets are an awful fad that congests the area, slow commutes, and are only favored by affluent 
retired people who don't have to drive to work. 

It now feels possible to cross this road at Hoover or Mosley, whereas before it was terrifying. Driving 
home is way easier now too as I can easily turn left onto Hoover or Davis without obstructive traffic 
and only worrying about turning against one lane of oncoming traffic. This reconfiguration has been 
an absolute improvement in my life living just off of West Hoover. Please make this change 
permanent. 

A flex lane similar to what was used in Dearborn would be a better option. Two lanes into town in the 
morning and two outbound for the evening rush hour. Bicycle traffic would use the remaining lane. 

It’s a terrible change. Main Street is a thoroughfare between two major freeways, you don’t need to 
bike between those freeways. I have been an active pedestrian in this city much longer than I have a 
driver, and I can confidently say that *none* of the road safety changes made in the last several years 
(yes the protected bike lane and traffic changes on ashley and first too) have made me feel any more 
or less safe on foot. What they have done is provide quite a bit of frustration every time I have to 
drive anywhere they’ve been enacted, which happens frequently as I now commute out of the city via 
14. 80,000 people commute into the city to work in downtown every single day and making the roads 
less navigable for them is not the way to go about things, in my opinion.  

This is the most ridiculous thing I have ever seen!  
How can you take roads that are paid for mostly by MOTOR VEHICLE registration and GAS TAXES, and 
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give it to bicycles?? Not to mention the fact that Ann Arbor is now a congestion NIGHTMARE along N 
Maple Rd, S Main St, Division St, And William St!!! 

Removing an entire car lane downtown is not logical. It increases traffic jams and often makes me 
avoid downtown (or any street with a designated bike lane all together). Granted traffic is not what it 
used to be pre-COVID, but I can’t imagine that is good for the businesses on these streets. 

I love the change to this portion of S Main Street and hope to see more changes like it in Ann Arbor. 
It’s a great example of how engineering is preferred to enforcement for speed reduction. Would LOVE 
to see this change on Washtenaw between E stadium and S University. 

Love the change - suggest you KEEP it as is right now.  

I am grateful for this opportunity to give feedback.  I live between Allmendinger Park and Main St. on 
Potter Ave - in the neighborhood 2 blocks west of this section of Main Street.  As a former mixed use 
transport and health/environment consultant for the UK government valuing cycle and pedestrian 
improvements, I am usually very excited about these sorts of projects.  I would also like to add that 
my husband and I have walked to work downtown and on campus for more than 8 years, crossing this 
section of Main street.  So we would welcome improvements for pedestrians and cyclists.  But this 
one seems to miss the mark.   
 
1.  Drivers cut through our neighborhood at a high rate of speed.  During the afternoon "rush hour" 
drivers in the long queues on Main Street headed south toward Stadium cut through Potter, Keech, 
Berkley, etc. and speed over to 7th St., or turn a corner at Allmendinger to cut over to W. Stadium.   It 
is much shorter than waiting through several cycles of the light.  It has made out neighborhood 
significantly LESS SAFE for pedestrians and cyclists.  I worry about having my kids on the sidewalks and 
their bikes at this time.  And this neighborhood should be the natural place for pedestrians to use 
instead of the busier Main Street.  It's a natural solution for safer cycling and walking, wi 
 
2. Drivers use all of the turn lane to get to the left turn light at Main onto Stadium.  Understandable, 
because that left turn arrow come on at the beginning of that light (rather than the end!) meaning left 
turners basically have to wait an entire further iteration of the light to turn (and it's long).  With the 
green arrow at the start of the cycle, the incentive is great to hop into the center lane from Pauline or 
Keech on (when the traffic is at a standstill waiting for the light) and use that turn lane all the way to 
the light at Main.  It means the turn lane for people turning left into the neighborhood is unsafe with 
the slight gradient and not being able to see all the way from the other direction, and cars speeding 
through that turn lane not expecting anyone to be there turning left onto Potter, Keech, Berkely, etc.  
Getting into that turn lane always feels like Russian roulette! 
 
3.  The cycle lanes are not an improvement over the current wide sidewalks.  I have not once seen 
anyone use these cycle lanes.  Cyclists continue to use the sidewalks on either side.  This may not be 
what you're looking for, but it's true.  There is a very wide paved sidewalk alongside the stadium on 
this stretch, and a standard  sidewalk on the other side.  Cyclists are there, if at all.  Generally I see 
many more cyclists and pedestrians cutting through our neighborhood, as they understandably 
perceive it to be quieter and safer. 
 
4.  I noted that the language for this project noted improvement in crossings of Main St. for 
pedestrians.  Having crossed in this section daily for years, I don't understand this.  You can cross with 
a pedestrian signal at Pauline and Main or at Stadium and Main.  That seems plenty! 
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Although I am a pedestrian and cyclist with my children and I generally want to see pedestrian and 
cycle improvements for us and for the betterment of Ann Arbor as walkable and cycleable 
community, this project has perplexed me and I feel it misses the mark badly.  In this stretch of road, 
bicyclists and walkers naturally use the neighborhood adjacent as it's safer.  Except this project is 
making our neighborhood more dangerous with traffic trying to avoid these backups and cutting 
through the neighborhoods, with no real improvements for cyclists on the main road.   
 
Let's keep the neighborhoods great for pedestrians and cyclists - that's the natural solution for 
pedestrians and cyclists, and keep this stretch of road more efficient for cars.  The current set up just 
makes unnecessarily long queues for drivers and creates negative outcomes for nearly everyone 
involved, with seemingly no improvement for cyclists as intended.  

Would like to see permanent curbs to divide the bike lane from vehicle traffic. In a car, I think the 
elimination of the directional lanes and addition of the turn lane actually makes traffic more 
predictable and flow more smoothly.  

traffic is worse now due to the one lane  

I wish more of Huron was three lane, would make left turns onto 7th easier. 

I rarely see cyclists using these lanes but I do see cars backed up for many car lengths and cars driving 
in the bike lane and abruptly needing to cut someone off to get over because they didn’t realize the 
driving lane ended.  
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It’s clear none of you travel on this road regularly. The amount of increased traffic actually would 
increase the amount of emissions from cars. You have a longer line of cars without the option to turn 
right at red lights like Pauline. More cars idle at red lights means longer wait times for drivers and cars 
are on longer. If any of you would actually drive this street regularly you’d know that traffic increased. 
But for what? The 3 people who bike November to March? We are a city of 100,000 people. You built 
two huge new apartment buildings right along that street and now you’re narrowing down. “But 
they’ll bike and use public transportation!” No. No they will not. The busses are still empty and as 
previously stated, IT IS TOO COLD TO BIKE 1/3 OF THE YEAR.  
 
This has built nothing but contempt for you people. I will never do anything for you or the community. 
I will go out of my way to make sure none of you benefit from my labor. You do not deserve it. Shame 
on you. Any rational human being can literally just sit in front of the Big House and see that this plan is 
a failure. Shame on all of you for even conceptualizing this.  
 
I live on a now much busier intersection because people avoid your intentionally congested MAIN 
street in favor of previously small side streets. If you have to take out the signs for cross walks 
because of snow plows, people aren’t walking or biking. I’m now a literal anarchist partially because 
of this. There is no rational human being that can see the changes you’ve made and say it’s for the 
better. The only people who will say it’s better are the 15 people who bike all year round. Good for 
them. But most people aren’t able to bike to their jobs even in perfect weather.  

The congestion coming into and going out of Ann Arbor by the stadium are awful. It has added time to 
my drive. The traffic begins to back up southbound well before Pauline and the lights do not seem to 
be timed correctly.  

This project makes traffic very difficult and has not provided more safety for me.  I prefer it the way it 
was before  

Traffic is significantly slower  

This makes the traffic horrible in downtown.  

 I have personally spoken to several people who say they have begun using their bike to commute as a 
direct result of the newer cycling infrastructure such as this S. Main project. IT'S WORKING! I 
appreciate all efforts to slow traffic within the city on all streets. It's really the number one most 
effective way to prevent traffic deaths. 

Roads are for cars. I avoid going to AA anymore because this initiative is causing road congestion.  It’s 
hard to turn left because there is a longer single lane of traffic to move the same number of cars.  
Lanes are too narrow. It’s a stupid idea. 4 months of the year the bike lanes are barely used but cars 
use the road 24/7.  Pure stupidity.  

I feel like this project contributes to traffic congestion, without providing safety improvement to 
bicyclists. Bicyclists riding in the road are able to safely share the road with cars, without having a 
dedicated lane. The amount of bicycle commuters is not high enough to justify creating a dedicated 
lane. The parts of town I feel would benefit from this the most our areas were students have to travel 
between university buildings using bicycles. 

I have avoided coming downtown since all the traffic diversion.  It’s harder to drive downtown, much 
harder to park, the pedestrians and bikes don’t abide by traffic signals.  I advise friends and family to 
avoid downtown and go to restaurants outside of town where driving and parking are possible and 
safe.  I eat out 5-7 times per week and have not used a downtown restaurant since the new bike lanes 
have tunneled traffic as they are. 

Do not like it. 
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Makes traffic much worse with only one lane. Hardly see the bike lanes being used 

Traffic is chronically backed up heading north on S Main south of Stadium as instead of 2 northbound 
Lanes it is now one and Main is a major artery into the city for commuters living south of the city or 
coming from 94. Traffic is slower and more congested especially in rush hours and personally I have 
seen only 2 bicycles using the Lanes since the program was implemented 

Dumbest thing city did. The amount of bikers and walkers is far less than cars. Going into downtown 
and leaving is a nightmare.  

Traffic is worse than ever before, and I never see any bikers using the bike lanes. People don't know 
the right lanes end, so people get cut off, and back up the whole road. It's awful.  

The bike lanes are primarily used by construction workers, mail delivery services and Uber drivers. 
They are constantly occupied with vehicles flashing hazard lights forcing cyclists into traffic flow or 
onto sidewalks anyhow. Virtually never see anyone riding in the bike lanes other than motorists who 
don’t belong there.  

Please keep the new configuration! 

So tired of the social engineers forcing constant traffic backups with their naive planning as we sit 
idling in our cars next to mostly empty bike lanes for the entire time we (i.e., the ones paying the light 
bill at City Hall) remain political prisoners in our automobiles pursuant to the forced dreams of social 
engineers in our midst. AA hypocrisy is always against Spec Int groups except when the Spec Int 
groups are local and loud (e.g., the bike lobby, etc). 

I feel this change has made the corner of Main and Stadium dangerous. 

To whom it may concern,  
   I am not a resident of Ann Arbor, but I have owned and operated a business here for over 35 years. I 
have witnessed changes, to be sure. The changes, whether good or bad , has been especially drastic 
for the last 3 or 4 years(pre-pandemic). The majority of people who I have come in contact with 
understands the new crosswalk “system”, and the bike lanes, but all have strong negative feelings 
toward all of the changes. Semi-drivers, rush hour traffic partícipants, etc. have complained about all 
of this more often than in the past. Why a predominately commercial business- college campus City 
wants to reduce or stop out-of-towners from wanting to come here and experience all that this great 
city has to offer, sans the usual parking tickets(or no parking at all), now has to meander through and 
alongside these stop-don’t-stop crosswalks and bikes lanes which MAYBE has a few bikers on 
them(some days, no bikers at all). You in essence, are killing the want or desire to want to come here 
and experience Ann Arbor and UM. Or, is this what you want?   
 
How about this: 
       Put mini- STOP signs for the pedestrians. Not the cars. Pedestrians should stop first, look both 
ways, then walk in the vehicles lanes before preceding. 
       WHERE ARE THE BIKERS?  Even when class is in session at UM. Where are they? Love to see the 
statistical data, and polling that requires 2 lane bike routing. Or any biking whatsoever.In the last 
couple of years, there has not been an increase in bike traffic.  
                   Regards 
       

the new infrastructure provides endless on street parking for the army of Ubers and Amazons. ugh! 

Put it back way it was before. Never had a problem crossing on foot before. Now traffic is often 
backed up farther so I have to wait longer to cross on foot. Plus it’s increasing green house emissions 
from all the car needlessly sitting. Very dumb move and everyone who I know complains about it.  
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Traffic gets incredibly backed up on S. Main going toward downtown with only one lane crossing over 
Stadium. Same on S. Main heading south. Coming home from work downtown I have to sit through 
several lights on S. Main because of there only being one lane leading up to cross over Stadium.   
 
When I ride my bike and scooter I have never felt comfortable or safe riding in the road, no matter 
what kind of lane designation there is. I have and will always ride on the sidewalk. Further, I will 
always encourage my child to do the same.  

This lane change is extremely frustrating. It creates more traffic backups and causes even more delays 
in getting around the city. The vast majority of people in this city drive, not bike. Roads should be 
designed primarily for drivers. 

Bikes don’t always obey traffic rules of cars, making pedestrian safety worse. Additionally, the 
increased car traffic makes drivers more frustrated. Overall, this effort has made driving around Ann 
Arbor less convenient, so I am less likely to spend time downtown.  

Causes Too much traffic backup.  

Unnecessary constriction of this part of Main Street, completely against it. 

Stadium S Main intersection is terrible. 
Roundabout would be better . 
South Main going north tends to stack at light as 2 lanes split to straight and right turn. 
Right turn lane should be longer and sliced off before intersection like Ann Arbor Saline northbound 
to Eisenhower. 
East bound Stadium light is way too long 
Left turns should go after green light. 

More congestion south main after downtown at Madison to Pioneer HS. 

These road diets are not practical in a city that has winter for most of the year and many families. 
Most people will choose to drive because of the need to transport children. I was a frequent bus user, 
but will not ride the bus again due to the pandemic. I never want to be in a small enclosed space 
crowded with people again. Also, football traffic, this is a terrible plan.  

Road diets are not the answer. The city needs to spend some time and $ figuring out how to move 
CARS better, and more efficiently thru town, and that will benefit the majority of transportation users 
and everyone else. Why when stopped at a light, it turns green, and then the next light turns red??  

I don't feel the bike lines meet the needs of the majority of the city residents. I think there could be 
better ways to reach lower emissions goals; cars stuck idling in the reduced lanes is not one of them.  

This reconfiguration really created a heavy traffic 

I never take S Main on my way home from work. Downtown A2. Too congested. In the morning its a 
drag race in front of Pioneer High School for everyone trying to cut in front of you before they hit the 
stadium.  

We live in Michigan not California, having a bike lane on both sides of the street when they 
realistically can’t be used for 6 months out of the year is insane. Plus with that new apartment 
building being built on South Main across from Busch’s, the traffic in the area will only increase and 
clog Main.  
 
A survey should have been done before the money was spent, not after.  

Cars get crazy backed up now  

Thanks for making our city more livable! 
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The traffic jams were already bad before this, now they are often horrendous. Bring back 2 lane traffic 
each way! 

If we had a trolley or dedicated bus lane that ran the length of Main St, that’d be worthwhile. 
Reducing lanes of traffic causes more congestion, increases travel time, and results in more emissions 
from cars idling at a standstill. Current bus options won’t help, since you’d still be sitting on a bus for 
the same amount of time as you’d be in your own car. Having a dedicated bus lane would make public 
transit the faster option and more people might opt for it - possibly resulting in fewer cars on the 
road.  

S. Main needs 2 lanes in each direction to accommodate traffic during rush hour, and especially when 
events are being held at Crisler and the football stadium.  The backups are ridiculous.  Please, undo 
and fix this mess. 

There are never any bikes in the bike lanes. The only thing accomplished is more traffic back ups for 
car traffic. Project was a total failure. 

I LOVE the new configuration and implore you to make it permanent.  According to the data gathered 
before and after the pilot configuration went into effect, the new configuration has resulted in 
significantly increasing safety and reducing speeding on the road.  As a cyclist who rides on S. Main St 
within this area, I really appreciate knowing that I "belong" there, that there is a space designated for 
me. With a single lane of cars in each direction, it is much easier to cross S. Main, both as a pedestrian 
and as a cyclist. This configuration is aligned with our A2ZERO goals of drastically reducing vehicle 
miles travelled as well as our Vision Zero commitment.   
 
We really need to move beyond the old car-focused mentality of optimizing speeds for drivers at the 
expense of everyone else.  The streets belong to EVERYONE (not just cars) and should be made SAFE 
and COMFORTABLE for ALL users and ALL modes of transportation. 

I never felt safe or unsafe around this area. 

While I support the A2Zero initiative and our Healthy Streets program, Main Street is not the place to 
implement any of these efforts. I live adjacent to S. Main and use the area in question multiple times 
daily. The efforts do not limit/reduce traffic, they just slow it down. The frequent traffic backup in 
both directions are actually contributing to HIGHER emissions because cars are sitting in traffic, 
starting and stopping, which causes more pollution rather than less - again, the number of cars is not 
going down, they just sit in traffic. Cyclists (including myself) are still riding on the sidewalk because 
Main Street is just too busy and dangerous to be cycled on. Further, delivery and personal vehicles 
frequently block the bike lane for loading/unloading, requiring cyclists to either stop or pull into the 
street, which is even more dangerous. Making a turn onto Pauline Blvd when traveling north on Main 
Street has become virtually impossible during a green light, and further causing unsafe situations for 
drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. The aforementioned crosswalks on Hoover and Davis are a problem 
in themselves. There is no need for 2 separate crosswalks within this proximity from each other and 
only contribute to dangerous traffic situations. 
On a separate note, Pauline Blvd has turned into a racetrack. While large, it is a residential street with 
many small children and a speed limit of 30mph. Hardly anyone stops on the crosswalks near 
Allmendinger Park. More regular daytime traffic enforcement by AAPD would be much appreciated. 

Support S. Main street reconfiguration and the addition bike lanes with buffer. Suggest a 2-way 
buffered bike lane on the west side with 2 lanes for car traffic headed south (out of the downtown 
core) and one lane headed north (toward downtown core). This configuration would facilitate bike 
safety better than the single lane on each side of the street and allow for better traffic flow (avoid 
back-ups of afternoon traffic leaving town).  
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Change has definitely increased my commute time by at least 10 min even during non-rush hour 
times.  

I believe this change in lanes was meant to provide safety for bike riders. Unfortunately I never see a 
person riding a bike and it just makes for very congested traffic. It's very annoying. 

The diet significantly worsens traffic on a route through town without other good alternative routes. I 
think it is awful and should be removed. 

This should be evaluated by traffic engineer and should not be designed by committee. Traffic 
engineer should have freedom to benchmark and coordinate with neighboring communities for 
seamless and predictable regional solutions to problems 

Just takes so much longer to drive in this city now, which wouldn’t necessarily be a problem if the 
other transportation methods were actually viable 

It is a pain during rush hour. Drivers using the left turn lane do not enter it correctly many times and 
block the moving lane. Signs heading north, south of Stadium need to have more direction for drivers 
announcing narrowing down to a single lane. Put up signage. 

Increased traffic has not outweighed the increase in safety  

The road diet makes traffic absolutely gridlocked around 5PM. The bike lanes may be more useful in 
summer, but are not used 50% of the year. I’m not in favor of the road diet.  

The fewer and slower cars the better.  

Too much car traffic for this.  

You choked one of the Main North/South arteries in the city for bicycles. When we live in a State that 
has 5 months of average temps below 50 degrees. Just ridiculous.  

Love the change! So much more friendly to pedestrians and bikers looking to bike around town. 

Not helpful to me. I’m only driving in this area due to where I live (Northside). 

Terrible design  

I dislike this project greatly. Please go back to 4-lane roads.  

Driving became very slow.  

This was absolutely terrible and has created so much traffic in both directions. I have seen 2 to 3 
people on bikes actually using the lanes since it was developed.  

Please revert back to the previous configuration 

If you are going to keep the road, please please repave it. When you tore up the old paint it has left 
terrible potholes.  

Please go back to 4 lanes (2 each direction). Back to 2 lanes painted on streets like granger. Go back to 
normal on Division (no cars parked in the middle)! PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE 

The Ann Arbor bike lanes are used so infrequently that it is maddening. Please return the roads to the 
cars.  

Keep it! 

Increased traffic delays and frankly unsafe for bikers to even be going through main at the stadium 
intersection. I travel this route for work and have seen maybe 1-2 bikers total since it’s 
implementation both who caused  traffic to unsafely shift due to the abrupt loss of bike lane in front 
the school. Rarely used and increased danger for all motorists  

consistently see bikers using sidewalks anyway now that bike lanes have been created. traffic is worse  
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Biking is so much easier along this stretch of road and crossing the street is so much safer. Traveling 
by car takes longer but feels safer because cars aren't driving as fast or changing lanes. I used to feel 
like I was going to get rear ended when I was making a left hand turn in my car. The new left hand 
turn lane helps me feel safer turning left.  

I will avoid this street most of time now. Where, I realize that safety is paramount. I've not seen many 
bicyclists on this road. Even during off peak traffic the road will back quite a bit  

This is a nightmare for pedestrians and for drivers. This portion of S.Main is extremely dangerous 
because of the long line of traffic backups, drivers trying to turn south on Main from E. Hoover and 
Keech, and the density of traffic making it impossible for pedestrians to cross safely. 

I am now reducing any reason to visit,or do business in this area. 

Stop turning beautiful wide streets into skinny ones outside of the central campus/business district.   

More standalone bike highways! 

I support the change to the traffic lane, but do not feel the bike lane is safe on a street with this speed 
limit. At 30mph, there should be some kind of vertical separation to the bike lane. I wouldn't feel safe 
with my kids in the bike lane as it currently exists, paint is not enough for a vision zero bike lane! I 
would support paying more to make this happen; we need to really invest in bike infrastructure to 
realize vision zero. Can't just work for able bodied adults who feel comfortable riding by cars. 

As a car driver, this reconfiguration made Main street feel much safer. Drivers do seem to be going 
somewhat slower and I love that there's not as much merging and changing lanes. 
 
As a bicyclist, the reconfiguration actually made me feel less safe, because cars and trucks were 
always parked in the bike lane so I had to bike in the newly narrowed road. I gave up after trying to 
bike the route a few times. Making it harder to park in the bike lanes (especially in the densely 
populated area around Madison) would make these bike lanes much more usable. 

The crosswalk at the top of the hill by the stadium is not helpful! Needs flashing lights or something, 
nobody stops 

Really bad for traffic.  Please don't do it again!!! 

I think the traffic is incredibly worse, especially during UM events and rush hours, and it has made it 
difficult for people to walk safely in cross-walks (I see cars blocking cross walks often).  At these times, 
traffic is backed up to old west side sometimes and backed up from Hill.  Cars are all over the place 
and so my family won't walk there except on side walks but will not cross Main.  Very frustrating. If 
you want to create a road diet then perhaps just divert traffic off of main street and make that a 
pedestrian walkway instead of a single lane long strip of cars.   

This pilot configuration has caused long (in time and distance) traffic backups at the Stadium/Main 
intersection and on Main Street. I have not witnessed an increase in bicycle traffic. I can't see that this 
adds anything but to increase fuel usage, commuting time, and auto emissions. I don't think these 
"road diets" are likely to make people abandon their use of cars any time soon, but just might 
encourage people to use other routes, or to choose to not live and/or work in Ann Arbor.  

It seems the biggest effect was to create increased car traffic jams at the corner of stadium and main. 
Bike lanes are only really safe if there are barriers.  Riding on the sidewalk is easier and safer along 
Main. 

Why are you allowing multiple responses to this survey? I could submit many responses if I wanted to 
waste my time. A "survey" like this is useless and a waste of money. What do you expect to learn from 
this exercise? For what possible purpose are you collecting information like income, gender-
identification, etc.? How can this information help design streets and sidewalks? 
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Bike lanes are too narrow to be safe.  Traffic is slower, but during outbound rush hour it is clogged 
and cars are sitting idling creating even more exhaust.  More traffic is now being seen on side streets 
especially 5th and 7th Streets. 
 
Crossing the street as a pedestrian has not improved, but I believe we need LESS crosswalks and 
funnel walkers to safe crossings where there are street lights such as Pauline and Hill. 

I travel that route by car most days and rarely see bicycles. I think bicycle lanes on higher speed roads 
like Main pose excessive  risk to bike riders. When the road is busy, the bumper to bumper traffic 
results in longer travel times with more idling and exhaust pollution and risk of accidents.  Change it 
back.  

I think 2 bike lanes is overkill. One would certainly suffice. On the streets that are "2 way traffic" but 
are just one lane, I've felt quite unsafe driving. Nothing like seeing a car coming at you too fast and 
clearly not moving out of the way. Also, for the entire no-car plan, have we taken into account those 
with mobility issues? How will I get downtown to resturants and shops if my husband can't drop me 
off right in front? I can't walk very far and eventually I will be confined to a wheelchair permanently. 
(I'm 23 now) Those of us with mobility issues will face difficulties accessing downtown and feel 
excluded.  

I'm stuck in rush hour backups daily due to the changes.  Please revert back 

Project has made my neighborhood much less safe especially during rush hours. Cars speed up Davis 
and roll through stop signs. We have a lot of walkers, runners, bikers, kids and pets and it has become 
very dangerous at times.  

I think that the new configuration is much safer. 

This pilot project has greatly reduced amount of traffic noise outside my home on W. Hoover.  I 
believe the reduced noise is due to both less lanes and the fact that there is a lot less speeding now.  I 
also now feel safe crossing Main at Hoover.  Prior to this pilot I would always walk a block south in 
order to cross at the traffic signal. 

The best part of the change is the slowing of vehicle speeds and the addition of the dedicated bike 
lanes. The mid-block crossings are a little more harrowing, especially the double crosswalks at the 
offset Hoover intersection, because drivers are speeding up (both directions) to get through the 
Pauline signal. 

Fix the damn potholes. Shouldn’t that be part of a healthy road diet?? 🙄 

Please add better crosswalk highlighting at Hoover, drivers never stop 

The new design is a disaster.  It leads to traffic jams at times of the day when traffic should free 
flowing.   When traveling on S Main, I have yet to see a bicycle on one of the bike ways.    

This is a wonderful change! 

I drive this route somewhat often.  I find the traffic speed is a bit slower now, but that is an acceptable 
trade-off. 

As residents who live on Belmar Place, just one block west of the Big House, my family and I are 
uniquely impacted by the changes. Despite minor inconveniences and slowdowns for us when we 
choose to drive, we are very grateful to the city for making these changes. We all ride our bikes 
around town but never felt safe riding up and down Main until now. The city is taking very positive 
steps in creating buffered and protected bike lanes, both to increase cyclist safety and to encourage 
people to move towards alternative modes of transportation. Thank you! 
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Making Main St and other city street more friendly to bicyclists and pedestrians will only increase 
quality of life and make the downtown core inviting.  There are and will be periods of adjustment for 
residents and visitors alike, but Peter bike lanes and sidewalks are as important as car lanes.  There 
are other related issues at play, such as having dedicated mass transit lanes, road quality, and parking, 
and I'm hoping all of these considerations are being taken into account, but for the downtown core to 
thrive it has to be, above all, pedestrian and bike friendly.   

I welcome this thoughtful design, not only for its greater safety but also (especially) for its part in a 
lower-carbon transportation infrastructure.  

Without physical barriers (bollards, curbs, parked cars) to separate bike lanes, "normal" (i.e. non-
dedicated cyclists, older people, children) are not safe in bicycle lanes that share a lane or run 
adjacent to automobile and truck traffic. So the lane reductions have less value compared with the 
inconvenience to auto traffic unless the additional protections are also present. 

While I support our city's efforts to combat climate change while reducing our carbon footprint - I do 
not think that these new lanes are a solution. It seems that these new lanes only add to congestion. 
Cars sitting idle in traffic do not reduce our carbon footprint, but only add to it. Furthermore, the lane 
reorientation also seems difficult to navigate for many drivers. I am concerned for the safely of 
cyclists, pedestrians, and drivers, and therefore I ask the city to reevaluate this approach in favor of 
other carbon footprint reduction strategies.  

Despite the removal of traffic lanes, there has been no noticeable slow-down, even at normally busy 
times. I like the bike lanes because I bike, but this new configuration also works just fine for drivers. 

The proposed project dramatically reduces the resilience and flexibility  of one of our major 
transportation arteries  

Ann Arbor has traffic congestion issues, some that are quite serious.  While I support bike lanes, 
putting them on major arteries like Main St only adds to those problems.  Cars idling in traffic, 
especially for long periods, does not help the environment, and it lowers the quality of life for 
residents.   

The improvements in safety, supported by data, is argument enough to make this permanent! 

I try to avoid this area 

This was terrible for so many reasons; traffic, safety, convenience. But in general bicyclists continue to 
ride in the road, on the side walks and in the bike lanes, wherever the most expedient for them, 
regardless of motor vehicle traffic. These bike lanes just make it harder to make turns and get in and 
out of town in motor vehicles. Now parking and traffic are pushing employers out of town.  

Yes. More like this please.  

Traffic has increased exponentially because of one lane each way. Drivers are turning right from Main 
Street using the bike lanes. One lane of traffic in front of the stadium is absolutely crazy. The 
university and the activities drive most if not all of the tourism and business in Ann Arbor. Why would 
you want to limit the ability of drivers to get in and out of those areas.  

This was a horrible idea. Vehicles frequently are in bike lanes trying to get around traffic and makes it 
more unsafe for all involved. How are you going to account for the increased traffic the new 
apartments on Main and William will bring in next year? The pollution alone from all the idling 
vehicles is not healthy for this city.  

The lane realignment caused extra traffic backups on heavy traffic days (such as football gamedays) 
and generally didnt seem helpful as a driver passing through the corridor.  
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Theoretically this should help safety, but when the traffic is heavy, drivers become very frustrated.  
I've seen cars go into the turn lane between Pauline and Stadium and treat it like another lane 
because the wait is so long in the single traffic lane.  That's not safe. 

This project has made S. Main Street LESS safe. I live in a neighborhood along S. Main street and have 
witness an increase in accidents since the pilot project began. Most of the issues have been fender-
benders because going down to one lane of traffic is not well marked. The traffic backup on S. Main 
has gotten really bad and it drives traffic into my neighborhood. People come into the neighborhood 
to try and avoid sitting in the backup on Main street therefore making the neighborhood streets much 
busier and less safe for pedestrians and bikers. Please end this pilot program and make S. Main two 
lanes in each direction again. 

I was shocked that they went ahead with this despite what I know to be much negative comment. It is 
NOT safer; I have seen, and had, several near misses with vehicles headed in opposite directions in 
the same "turn" lane. Pedestrians should NOT be encouraged to use uncontrolled crosswalks. The 
whole project is wrong, which is what happens when ideology is allowed to trump good sense. 

As someone who has lived on both sides of this road and used this rode to commute both before and 
after the change, I am in love with the change. Main street is quiet and safe. Car traffic is never too 
bad unless you use it during rush hour. I feel safe to use the non signalized crossings now, a feeling I 
definitely never felt before. This change allowed me to bike to the grocery store, work, and friends 
houses. And I no longer feel uncomfortable walking along the street due to the noise. Please keep it. I 
love main street now. 

the reduction in car lanes has made crossing south main street so much less stressful. I no longer felt 
like I was going to get hit every time I crossed. Biking down it has also been very nice as opposed to 
using the tiny sidewalk where you have to get around pedestrians.  

There is more to this project that just increasing options of transportation. Your pilots and research 
was done when a pandemic was in place. Once that is over and people return to their lives, you have 
created a bottleneck to traffic to our downtown. There are plenty of other streets bikers can use and 
be safe (i.e. 7th). I feel the City has capitalized on folks not being downtown to further their plans for 
a zero carbon plan. While I'm supportive of that effort, I'd like the research to be done when you have 
a 'normal' time frame after this pandemic ends. On another note, I drive Main Street every day to 
work. I have RARELY seen any bikers on that route. What I do see are plenty of standing delivery 
vehicles and the like using the bike lane as a parking lot. I would highly recommend you to stop this 
initiative until adequate research can be done looking at what the reality will be in the near future. 
Thank you. 

Was not a huge fan of reducing vehicle traffic from 4 lanes to 2 on that section of Main Street at first. I 
am a runner and cyclist... and also drive this section every day for work. Reducing to 2 lanes does not 
have an influence on me using that for running or cycling and it negatively impacts my commute in a 
vehicle. There are way better streets for cyclist and runners to use than Main Street. 

Just please do this, and then close down all of Main Street downtown. Permanently. There is 
essentially zero reason these days for cars to need to drive down Main between William and Huron. 

The new post-pandemic set up has made Main St an option for me---I used to bike Stadium going 
west all the way down to 7th and then cut back on Liberty or Washington to get downtown, just to 
avoid the two-cars-both-directions traffic on main. This made it so nice! Please keep it!  

The only thing this pilot project has done is increase traffic, slowed down traffic, made it harder for 
traffic to turn onto S Main which all has increased the emissions. Along with the traffic lights making 
cars stop at each light this is a disaster! 
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Single lanes each direction is not enough for this main artery. I observed southbound traffic backed up 
from the intersection with Stadium all the way to Madison. After experiencing this twice, I avoided 
using the project area. 

I appreciate the bike lanes, but would like them protected with permanent bollards.  

This makes traffic so much worse and there arent that many bikers in ann arbor. It is a total waste of 
money to keep adding these stupid bike lanes.  

Please make the bike lanes on Main Street permanent. I biked along this path daily while it was 
piloted. 

As an anecdote, two weeks ago I was walking through the pedestrian crossing at Keech and almost 
run over by a driver traveling north on S Main. The driver made eye contact with me but continued 
flying down the road at 45+ MPH. If I hadn't jumped back into the southbound lane, I would've been 
hit.  
 
S Main is an important artery for accessing the city; but it is also a street with many businesses, 
residences, and pedestrian destinations that need to be safely accessed by all users.  

I find the new configuration confusing and less useful. It causes me to travel other ways, I feel it is not 
as safe because people are confused and frustrated by “being on a train”…..   no way to get off!  

Definitely liked the changes on S Main.  I bike and, though that stretch is not a normal road that I ride 
on, it has been noticeably safer with the addition of the buffered bike lanes.  The buffer is also 
welcome as it feels much more safe and secure while riding than without (along Packard for example).   

This change has crippled thru car traffic and caused hazardous walking conditions. Instead of making 
any type of transportation easier, it has actually created issues ie traffic back-ups and drivers choosing 
new routes thru neighborhoods where people do most of their walking. 

The project significantly increased auto traffic congestion. 
I doubt if bicycle use increased during this program. 
Has there been any significant study to determine bicycle use before and after the program began? 

This idea increased traffic and frustration 

👍 
This 4 to 3 lane conversion is amazing.  It’s so much better having a dedicated turn lane while driving 
(no cars weaving to pass) and my family and I have used the protected bike lanes numerous times so 
far (we NEVER biked down this stretch of S. Main Street prior to the conversion). Please keep this 
road configuration, and consider a road diet/traffic calming (adding protected bike lane, etc.) to the 
portion of Main Street south of this segment, from W. Stadium to Eisenhower.  Thank you.  

The bike lane is great, but I appreciate the left turn lane even more. No more getting stuck behind 
someone turning left and the danger of drivers trying to get around. I believe that the traffic just flows 
better and more safely. 

Very happy to have this new configuration, as a motorist, pedestrian, and bicyclist. 
 
Biggest problem with the current configuration is perpetually blocked bike lanes in front of the big 
apartment buildings, it would be good to rethink that spot especially as the middle lane is not needed 
there as a turn lane for the whole block. 

Don't change Main street.  4 vehicle lanes is correct. 

Please bring it back! 

I'm an avid walker-  anything that slows cars and reduces lanes make a street less of a hazard and a 
barrier  
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The added bike lane is an important first step to make it safer for people riding bicycles in our city and 
encouraging more people to cycle instead of motoring. The reduced number of vehicle lanes also 
makes it safer and discourages speeding compared to the previous configuration with more lanes. I 
would love to see protected bike lanes being added along Main St in the near future.   

Part of the reason I avoid this part of town is because of aggresive driving.  I fully support any changes 
we can make to slow car traffic down and give cyclists and pedestrians more options and safe 
opportunities to travel to their destinations.  Making these alternative forms of transportation safer 
and more accessible is crucial if we care about mitigating climate change literally at all.    

My husband and I can no longer ride bikes.  We live just far enough away from downtown that 
walking isn't an option either. I work downtown and my husband drives me to work and picks me up.  
We have found the congestion on S. Main Street too much of a hassle and time sucker to use since it 
was "downsized".  We just go through the neighborhood to get to were we need to go.  Don't 
understand this change.  

I drive into Ann Arbor along Main Street at least 5x per week for work. I do believe the reconfiguration 
has REDUCED hazardous lane switching from when it was 4 lanes across and people weaved in and 
out of lanes. Aside from the usual bottlenecks with sporting events, I have not experienced extreme 
slowness due to the single lane traffic southbound and northbound. I will say that I have NEVER seen 
a biker utilize the bike lanes on either side but, again, my travel on that stretch from Stadium & Main 
to Main & Hill St is primarily at 8 a.m. and after 5 p.m. weekdays.  I do believe it would be helpful if 
additional signage is added to the golf course side of Main St between Scio Church and Stadium to 
provide earlier notification that it is RIGHT TURN ONLY upon reaching the intersection. Obviously, 
local people know that and some choose to "game it" by using the right lane to go around slower 
drivers (or speed limit drivers!) and then squeeze into the left lane to ultimately cross Stadium and go 
north on Main St past the Stadium. It annoys me every day! 

Some physical protection would go along way to make those bike lanes and side walks feel safer and 
make the crossing feel smaller and more pleasant to walk.  The difference between buffered and 
protected bike lanes is massive for my feelings of personal safety and desire to be in a space outside 
of a car.  

South main used to not be bikable at all, had to use the sidewalk. Now it's easily bikeable and it's 
*much* easier to cross both on foot and on a bike, especially turning left off of Hill. I have not noticed 
any difference in going through there when driving, so I'd very much like to see it kept the way it is. 
Two lanes of traffic there is plenty and much easier and safer to navigate than four lanes when not in 
a car. 

The increase in traffic on Main St is terrible! Much worse than it was before. Due to increased traffic, 
it is less safe to drive on or cross Main St.  
Please, please, please change Main St back to the old model. I can’t think of ever seeing a bike using 
the new bike paths.  
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1. Main Street between Pauline and Stadium is often backed up - much more than it used to be with 
two lanes.  
2. It is hard to turn left onto Main from Hoover or other cross streets on the east side of Main. 
Similarly difficult to turn either way onto Main from Snyder or other cross streets on the west side. 
3. If the configuration remains, the opening of the right lane on southbound Main should be moved 
further back from Stadium. Right now, it is too close to Stadium and the right lane is largely unused. 
4. One unintended consequence of this change is the northbound traffic on Main Street south of 
Stadium. The right lane became 'right turn only', so traffic is backed up in the middle lane with cars 
often changing lanes from the right to the middle lane at the last second. On multiple occasions, I 
have seen cars in the right lane go straight and very nearly cause accidents, because you should be 
able to go straight out of that lane. 

Please keep the bike lanes!  Love it! 

I most recently drove through this road segment at around 9 pm at night, and I agree that at off-peak 
hours traffic flows smoothly. I appreciate the addition of a center turn lane. HOWEVER, during higher 
traffic periods (daily rush hour, other congestive times) MAJOR back ups occur from Stadium to Hill 
Street/Madison Street. This was already a busy area, but this "pilot" of going from two lanes per 
direction to one lane amplified back ups and increased travel time greatly. I also worry that because 
cars can no longer switch from the right lane to the left lane when passing bikes that there won't be a 
sufficient space buffer between the bicycle riders and car drivers. Any permanent solution for this 
area needs to address these concerns. 
 
Also, I did come across a vehicle waiting on the side of the road (blocking the bike lane and half of the 
vehicle lane) in front of one of the apartment buildings on S. Main - idling in such areas shouldn't be 
permitted/prevention should be enforced and/or solutions implemented (e.g. designated passenger 
pick up / package drop off area off the street and paid for by the apartment building). 

This was the worst idea you have ever had. It has completely screwed traffic in all directions and 
bikers can’t even use the bike lane for the majority of the year. Let’s focus on REPAIRING our roads, 
like Main Street, State Street, Huron, Scio Church, Packard. Take your pick. The majority of traffic that 
comes into downtown Ann Arbor are cars.  

While I support the addition of bike lanes and a road diet along this corridor (both of which make it 
much safer for vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians), I would like for the city to come up with a 
solution for the long backups on SB S Main during the evening rush hour. Traffic on S Main often 
backs up from Stadium all the way to Madison (or further) during this time, so perhaps something like 
allowing SB vehicles to travel in the center turn lane (and restricting NB vehicles from using it as a turn 
lane) during the evening commute may help alleviate this congestion. 

I love the turn lane in the middle that should stay either way.  I like options for transportation on this 
stretch of road.  I am a frequent walker along this stretch and having the bikes is a safe space on the 
road is excellent.  I love the reconfiguration.  

The project didn't increase transportation *options* for me since I used the two options I wanted 
before the project, but I feel much safer biking with a dedicated bike lane. 
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I live on Madison, and I cross Main St. several times a week to get donuts at Washtenaw Dairy. Since 
the reconfiguration, that walk across Main has felt so much safer, and considerably less stressful. 
Drivers are more attentive. No big trucks have slammed into poles since the change, to my 
knowledge. Please keep this change. We shouldn't have to fill out surveys every time for something 
like this that aligns with Vision Zero and A2Zero plans. I would love to ride my bike in this bike lane, 
but I wasn't ready in September (I'm still getting over some fears related to being hit by a driver who 
was turning right on red while I was crossing in the crosswalk downtown a year ago. I would like to 
see this pilot project expanded into a permanent protected bike lane. I have seen cyclists and electric 
scooter users using the bike lane, often with happy faces. My driving time along the stretch has not 
been significantly impacted. Thanks! 

I was born in Ann Arbor and have lived in Burns Park and now Landsdown.  I'm always going up and 
down Main St. I don't think I've ever seen someone wanting to cross S Main at Mosley, Davis, Hoover, 
or Keech; nor have I seen one bike rider in the new bike lane.  When I ride my bike downtown I take 
the back streets because it's safer.  Less cars pulling onto Main St unexpectedly.  NOW - The traffic 
exiting town after work is insane - stretching from Main to Stadium, inching along.  Please change it 
BACK. 

Prior to this reconfiguration, I dis not feel safe biking this portion of Main Street. Since then I have 
biked the corridor and felt both safe and relaxed. And, with the exception of the first few days 
following the reconfiguration when traffic was a bit chaotic, I have also felt better driving down the 
road. With the lane reduction, I can now better see and stop for pedestrians. Previously, I  would have 
felt unsafe (both for myself and the pedestrian) stopping at a crosswalk, but now it's easy and I don't 
have to worry the pedestrian will be hit by an unaware driver in an adjacent lane. Love the changes!  

Which one of you bright bulbs thought this was a good idea?  Cars go speeding through the 
neighborhood, decreasing the safety of residents at high traffic times. A freaking full size new car 
trailer the size of a full grown semi tractor trailer was driving on crumbling Berkley Avenue, regularly 
to avoid the mess you people created.  I don't know who decided this was going to make things safer 
on Main. You certainly blew it big time in the Allmendinger Park area. 

The increased travel time pushes more vehicles into the neighboring residential areas (that are just 
trying to zip thru as a main st alternative).  

I would now bike in bike lanes on S. Main, would have only ridden on sidewalk prior to reconfig. 

What data does the project have about traffic diverting into adjacent neighborhoods?  

A max 2.5 minute increase in rush hour traffic is well worth it 

THIS PROJECT OF REDUCING LANES IS THE MOST FRUSTRATING THING I'VE EXPERIENCED IN MY 45 
YEARS OF LIVING IN ANN ARBOR! I'm a UM graduate and homeowner who lives and works in Ann 
Arbor, and trying to get around Ann Arbor in my car is increasingly slow, difficult, and frustrating. 
Please return Main Street at Stadium to four lanes, and keep it that way. It's a major artery into 
downtown for many thousands of vehicles a day, and it's so much slower and less convenient every 
time I am heading south or north on Main Street at the Stadium intersection.  

 


