
Russell Street Improvements Project
Discussion Summary

Russell Street Improvements Project Public Meeting #2 
Date: Thursday, October 21st, 2021
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Maple Meadows Community Center (800 S. Maple Road)
Attendees: Public present: 2; refer to Appendix A for sign-in sheet. 

Council members present: 1
City staff present: 2; Makia Slaughter (AAHC), Tulio Decan (AAHC)
Wade Trim staff present: 2; Chris Wall, Carmelle Tremblay
Washtenaw County stall present: 1; Tara Cohen

Re: Russell Street Improvements Project

SUMMARY 
Note: The following is not a direct transcription of the meeting discussion. This summary 
has been prepared from notes taken during the meeting; comments are paraphrased. 
Where staff responses or clarification were provided at the meeting, they are marked with 
an ‘A’ and denoted in italics.

Audience Questions/Comments

1. From a resident of Maple Meadows who lives at the bottom of the slope, with back 
patio facing Russell Street:

Of the two sidewalk options presented (Option A with sidewalk at top of slope, 
within right-of-way; Option B with sidewalk at bottom of slope, close to 
resident back patios), placing the sidewalk furthest away from the back patios 
is the preference. It feels uncomfortable to have a public sidewalk so close to 
homes.

2. Will the community mailbox located on the south side of Russell Street be 
moved/replaced? The mail carriers access the mailbox from the back of the box (on 
the south side) and there is no pathway to clear the snow for them. The area is 
currently dirt/grass, and it is difficult to maintain in the winter.

A. The existing mailbox and concrete pad will need to be moved a bit further 
south, outside the influence of the new roadway. The design team will 
investigate installing a concrete pad large enough for mail carriers to access 
the back of the box where the mailbox is replaced. Resident that mailbox is 
located along their driveway offered to coordinate concrete pad with their 
driveway.



3. Is it possible to have a tree removed on my property during the construction? It 
appears to be dying and is difficult to keep trimmed.

A. Dependent on the location of the tree, it may need to be removed as part of 
grading/driveway replacement, in which case the work would fall under the 
contract of this project. If the tree does not need to be removed because of 
the proposed work, the resident will be responsible for removing the tree if 
desired.

4. If sidewalk option A (at the top of the slope) is selected, several trees will need to be 
removed. Can these trees be replaced with new trees?

A. City of Ann Arbor code requires 50% mitigation for any landmark trees 
removed. The project team does not believe that any landmark trees are 
proposed to be removed (as part of option A) but will confirm with the City 
Forrester. The project team will also coordinate with the City Forrester to 
determine the proper mitigation for tree replacement. While replacement trees 
are usually planted within the City right-of-way, the project team will 
determine the possibility of planting the trees on Ann Arbor Housing 
Commission property (Maple Meadows). 

5. If you plan to replace trees, please do not plant any pine trees. 

6. Is there any drainage benefit to either of the sidewalk options? It seems that in the 
winter, snow and ice may accumulate more on a sidewalk placed at the bottom of 
the slope, than at the top.

A. If the sidewalk is placed at the top of the slope, it can be designed to slope 
toward the road, allowing water to be collected by the road drainage system. 
If the sidewalk at the bottom of the slope is chosen, the design will need to 
include additional drainage provisions. 

7. Will any of the parking be assigned, or will it be first come-first served?
A. Given that the parking spaces are in a public right-of-way, they will be 

available for general public use and will not be assigned.

8. I am planning to repave the remaining portion of my driveway that is not affected by 
this construction. Would you suggest that I pave my driveway before construction or 
after construction?

A. The project team will provide an approximate limit of how much of your 
driveways will be replaced as part of the project. However, based on field 
conditions, this limit may not remain exact. During construction, the project 
team will have a representative on-site to help coordinate project construction 
with your future driveway installation.




