
 

 

Russell Street Improvements Project 

Discussion Summary 
 
Russell Street Improvements Project Public Meeting #1  
Date: Wednesday, July 14th, 2021 
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
Location: Maple Meadows Community Center (800 S. Maple Road) 
Attendees:  Public present: 7; refer to Appendix A for sign-in sheet.  

Council members present: 0 
City staff present: 6; Nick Hutchinson, Jennifer Hall, Arin Yu, Makia Slaughter, 
Timothy Olivier, Heather Seyfarth 
Wade Trim staff present: 2; Chris Wall, Carmelle Tremblay 

 
Re: Russell Street Improvements Project 
 
SUMMARY  
Note: The following is not a direct transcription of the meeting discussion. This summary 
has been prepared from notes taken during the meeting; comments are paraphrased. 
Where staff responses or clarification were provided at the meeting, they are marked with 
an ‘A’ and denoted in italics. The “Feedback Forms” section comes from the feedback forms 
filled out at the public meeting; comments are verbatim.  
 

Audience Questions/Comments 

 
1. Please add parking for Maple Meadows residents whose homes are closer to 

Russell Street. Residents often park on Russell Street for convenience and are 

ticketed because the road currently does not allow for parking. 

 

2. If parking is provided in the form of a parking lot on the west end of Russell Street, 

will the City provide lighting for that parking lot? I have a concern about the safety of 

that proposed lot if lights are not provided 

 

A. If a separate parking lot is provided, the City will evaluate the needs for 

properly lighting this lot. The City will coordinate with DTE for the installation 

of lighting as necessary. The AAHC will be responsible for maintaining the 

parking lot and will have to follow building codes for lighting and would also 

want sufficient lighting for safety reasons.  

 

3. What do the utility poles on the north side of Russell Street service? As a part of this 

project, can we bury these wires underground? 

 

A. These poles service both DTE electrical lines and AT&T aerial 

communications lines. Burying these lines would be the responsibility of the 



 

private utility companies that own them but would probably have to be an 

additional expense to the project 

 

4. How big will the parking lot be? It seems that on-street parking would allow for more 

parking spaces. 

 

A. The parking lot size and design has not been finalized at this time. The 

location of the parking will be dependent on balancing accessibility for Maple 

Meadows residents with impact to adjacent property owners on the south side 

of the road. 

 

5. If on-street parking is included, please make sure the road is wide enough to 

accommodate it. On Bens Street, residents still park on both sides of the road, which 

makes the road too narrow. 

 

A. If on-street parking is provided, it will be permitted on the north side of the 

road only. Signage will be placed appropriately to limit parking on the south 

side of the road. The road would be designed to be wide enough to allow for 

this. 

 

6. Will you be repairing the main storm lines? There are several drainage issues and 

the existing storm system does not appear to work. 

 

A. Stormwater structures and pipes on Russell street will be designed to 

accommodate the new road’s curb and gutter. The project will also include 

storm water management features on Russell street to help alleviate drainage 

issues from Russell street to the Maple Meadows property but the project 

does not include replacing any storm drains on the Maple Meadows property.  

 

7. What will be the construction impacts for residents on the south side of Russell 

Street? Will they have driveway access? 

 

A. The contractor will be required to maintain access to driveways throughout 

the project. There may be short periods when resident do not have access to 

their driveways while  they are being replaced. These impacts will be 

coordinated in advance with the property owners. 

 

8. The sidewalk from the road to Maple Meadows is very steep. Can this walk be 

replaced with steps instead? 

 

A. If this sidewalk is an Americans with Disabilities Act access (ADA) to Maple 

Meadows, the sidewalk cannot be replaced with steps because they are not 



 

accessible for wheelchairs. However the slope of such a path would also 

have be reduced so to make it ADA compliant, which would also make it safer 

to walk on in the winter. 

 

9. If an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) access is provided to the site elsewhere 

(ie. from S Maple Road), could the current ramps from Russell Street be replaced 

with steps? 

 

A. The shortest/most convenient route to the property must be compliant with 

ADA standards; or there must at least be an equally convenient option that is 

compliant. The project team will investigate the requirements further to 

determine the possibilities of adding stair access from Russell Street. 

 

10. Will you be placing an ADA accessible parking spot? This would take away from 

available standard parking for other residents. 

 

A. On-street parking in the public right-of-way will not require an ADA parking 

space, but one can be included by request. If a separate parking lot is 

constructed as part of this project, an accessible space will be required, per 

ADA standards. 

 

11. Please consider safety when designing landscaping in the area. Low, dense bushes 

are good places for people to hide. The safety of residents walking to and from their 

cars is very important. 

 

12. Will the lighting on the south side of the road be replaced? 

 

A. If the existing streetlight poles are within the influence of the proposed road, 

they will need to be relocated. If they are not impacted by the proposed 

construction, the poles will remain where they are. New lighting for the road is 

not part of the scope of this project. 

 

13. Will the community mailbox on the south side of Russell Street be replaced? The 

concrete base is currently heaved. 

 

A. The concrete pad for the mailboxes will likely be in the influence of the road 

construction and will need to be replaced. 

 

 

 
  



 

Feedback Forms 
July 14th, 2021 
Note: The following text has been prepared from feedback forms provided by attendees and 
other participants of the July 14th Public Meeting #1.  
 

Feedback Forms: 
Do you have any concerns about the project? 

1. No concerns. 

2. Compensation for people whose property is temporarily affected due to construction. 

Are there any specific issues you’d like us to consider? 

1. Spacing in the parking lot and lights should be a little brighter. 

2. Maximizing and organizing parking – my clients will complain about being ticketed on 

Russell St and the main lot filling up. 

Is there anything specific about your property that you’d like us to know? 

1. The spacing of parking should be spread out a little more. 

 

Do you have a preference/opinion on any of the below items? 

• Parking (on-street vs. lot) 

• Sidewalk placement 

• Vehicle access 

 

1. It would be nice to have parking on Russell with assigned parking. 

2. Both on street and lot parking. 

Would you like to meet with us individually to discuss any specific concerns? 

1. No. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


