
 

 

Fuller Court and Nixon/Traver Sidewalk Project 

Discussion Summary 
 
Fuller Court and Nixon/Traver Sidewalk Project Public Meeting #1  
Date: Wednesday, December 11th, 2019  
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  
Location: Huron High School (Media Center), 2727 Fuller Road 
Attendees:  Public present: 14; refer to Appendix A for sign-in sheet.  

Council members present: 3; Anne Bannister (Ward 1),  
Jane Lumm (Ward 2), Kathy Griswold (Ward 2) 
City staff present: 1; Nick Hutchinson 
Wade Trim staff present: 3; Chris Wall, Phoebe Glazko, Carmelle Tremblay 

 
Re: Fuller Court and Nixon/Traver Sidewalk Project 
 
SUMMARY  
Note: The following is not a direct transcription of the meeting discussion. This summary 
has been prepared from notes taken during the meeting; comments are paraphrased. 
Where staff responses or clarification were provided at the meeting, they are marked with 
an ‘A’ and denoted in italics. Where clarifications or responses have been added after the 
meeting, these are denoted as ‘Post-Meeting Note’. The “Feedback Forms” section comes 
from the feedback forms filled out at the public meeting; comments are verbatim. This 
summary is separated by project area and the questions correlated to the project area. 
 
Frequently referenced points from the December 11th meeting discussion are synthesized 
below into the following topic categories: Alignment and Design, Funding, Impacts and 
Other. Though some comments apply to more than one category, we have attempted to 
group them in their most logical fit. 
 

Alignment and Design 

 
1. Is there any plan to extend the sidewalk on Nixon to cross Traver? 

 

A. Yes, a crosswalk will be installed to connect these sections of sidewalk. 

 

2. I have a concern about how far the sidewalk is located from the road on Nixon, this 

may increase blind spots from some of the residential drives turning onto Nixon. 

 

A. The location of the sidewalk is based on the future Nixon roundabout project 

and is placed as close as possible to the City’s standard location within the 

right-of-way (6” inside R.O.W. line). Some trees and vegetation will need to 

be removed as part of this project, which will help sight distance from 

driveways. Existing driveway slopes will be reviewed in an attempt to help 

soften the slope. 



 

 

3. Why will the sidewalk be wider in some areas? (i.e. intersection of Nixon/Traver) 

 

A. The future roundabout project requires a wider sidewalk through the 

roundabouts as it will also function as a continuation of the bike lane in these 

areas. 

 

4. Is the existing crosswalk on Fuller Court remaining in place? It is frequently used but 

appears unsafe due to poor lighting. 

 

A. There are no plans to remove this crosswalk. The existing crosswalk will be 

evaluated against the City’s Crosswalk Design Guidelines and improvements 

will be made as needed. 

 

5. Will the sidewalk on Fuller Court be concrete or bituminous? DTE accesses their 

easement in this area using heavily loaded trucks. 

 

A. The sidewalk will be concrete, and the cross-section will be designed 

adequately to handle all applicable loads. 

 

6. Will the new crosswalk have lighting? 

 

A. The proper treatment of the crosswalk will be evaluated as part of the design, 

including lighting. 

 

7. Will you be working with the V.A. Hospital to determine their crosswalk location 

preference? 

 

A. The project team has reached out to the V.A. 

 

8. The grade on Fuller Court drops off quite quickly behind the pavement, and the 

sidewalk may be lower than the road if it is located too far from the pavement limits. 

 

A. The grade in this area will be evaluated and the sidewalk will be placed in the 

most feasible location. 

 

9. What is the reason for an 8-ft sidewalk directly behind the curb? 

 

A. When the sidewalk is directly behind the curb, it is increased from 5-ft to 8-ft 

to allow for: 

i. a buffer distance between pedestrians and vehicles in the road; 



 

ii. Remaining space for pedestrians when snow removal causes a pile-up 

on the side of the road. 

 

10. Has the design team considered any other materials that are more environmentally 

conscious and in-line with the City becoming carbon neutral? 

 

A. Concrete is the best material for sidewalk grading and maintenance, and for 

ensuring Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance. 

Funding 

 
1. Is the special assessment a one-time charge? 

 

A. This depends on the cost of the assessment and the payment plan. More 

detailed cost information will be provided to property owners once it is 

available. 

 

2. Will the University of Michigan be helping to fund the sidewalk project on Fuller 

Court? 

 

A. The project team has begun discussions with U of M regarding this project. 

Impacts 

 
1. Do we have the property we need for the sidewalk? (i.e. are all properties in the City) 

 

A. There is one Township parcel along the segment, however the sidewalk will 

be placed within the public right-of-way, and the City has adequate right-of-

way to do this. 

 

2. When will Council see a presentation with all impacts including tree removal, 

grading, special assessment details? 

 

A. Council will be notified when the project is ready for an administrative hearing 

on the special assessment, at which time the project will have further details 

on impacts to residents. City staff and consultant will work closely with 

residents to discuss property impacts. Council will also need to approve the 

remaining Special Assessment Resolutions. 

 

3. Who is responsible for snow removal on the new sidewalk? 

 

A. The adjacent property owners will be responsible for snow removal. 



 

Other 

 
1. Are you coordinating with the roundabout project? 

 

A. Yes, the intent is to only install the sidewalk once so that it will work with or 

without the roundabout project 

 

2. What will be the future width of the Nixon Corridor in this area? Will there be a 

median? 

 

A. 44.2-ft from back of curb to back of curb. Yes, there will be a median. 

 

3. Will there be another meeting on this project? 

 

A. There will be another public meeting scheduled once further project details 

have been worked out. Staff is also available to meet with property owners 

individually at their request. 

 

 

 
  



 

Feedback Forms, Email and Polling Activity Summary 
December 11th, 2019 
Note: The following text has been prepared from feedback forms provided by attendees and 
other participants of the December 11th Public Meeting #1. The feedback forms are divided 
by project area and are verbatim to what was written. Text in italics represents writing that 
was unclear.  
 

Feedback Forms: 
Is there any additional feedback that you would like to share related to the Fuller Court 

Sidewalk Project? 

1. Yes - a personal on-site visit is really a good next step @ Huron Towers with the 

management. 

2. The Fuller Ct. sidewalk crossing needs lighting to the VA parking lot from Huron 

Towers. It is used by U of M students & non-students. 300 students live in Huron 

Towers & 450 residents.  

The 8-foot-wide concrete walk is good but also needs 2 or 3 light posts – not high 

posts but lower lights like on Fuller Road on the University of Michigan site. 

3. In favor of project. Upgrade existing crosswalk near vehicle entrance to Huron 

Towers. Add proper lighting. 

4. Need for lighting at crosswalks. Thank you. 

Is there any additional feedback that you would like to share related to the Nixon/Traver 

Sidewalk Project? 

1. Sounds great. 

2. Connecting sidewalk gaps make a safer city for children, dog walkers, families and 

connects the neighborhood. Reduces car trips if there is a sidewalk. 

3. I am very much in favor of this project. Make sure to include pedestrian crossing of 

Traver Blvd to connect new sidewalk on Nixon Rd with existing sidewalk on west 

side of Nixon Road south of Traver Blvd. 

4. Do not design sidewalks for roundabout. Save big oaks and poplars. Thank you. 

5. Thank you for the informative meeting! 

Emails: 
 

1. I have the following concerns as do my neighbors: 

A. There are a number of trees and shrubs which provide some site and noise relief 
to the considerable traffic on Nixon.  We have lived here over 30 years and have 
seen the traffic volume grow.  Obviously we'd like to minimize the impact on 
these screenings. 

B. We have attended other meetings on the corridor project.  One thing we would 
really like to see is for us to retain the ability to turn left (north) onto Nixon Road 
from our driveway and to turn left into our driveway when headed north on 
Nixon.  If we are not accommodated, then it will necessitate us proceeding to the 
closest roundabout in the case of a north departure or every time we return home 



 

from the south.  The neighbors across the street probably have the same 
concerns as perhaps do those to the south. 

Polling Activity Summary: 
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