AUGUST 21, 2020

FEATURED PARKS
OF THE WEEK
WEEK 11 & 12

THE PONDS PARK

ADDRESS: 2680 EMERALD AVE, ANN ARBOR, MI 48104

The Ponds Park is a hidden gem! This seemingly
small neighborhood park is enjoyed by many
residents surrounding this area and beloved by
many. This park is complete with a playground
area, small garden beds and benches,and more.
Behind the playground you will find a trail that
leads you to, you guessed it, a pond!

Activity: Find the trail that leads to the pond,
then find the footbridge and walk around the
small island in the middle of the pond.

BRYANT COMMUNITY CENTER

ADDRESS: 3 W EDEN CT, ANN ARBOR, MI 48108
Bryant Community Center is home to Community
Action Network (CAN), which partners with
children, youth, and families from underresourced Washtenaw County neighborhoods to
create better futures for themselves, and
improve the communities in which they live. This
summer, CAN has operated its summer programs
virtually, but the food distribution and pantry
programs are still open at Bryant (Mon-Fri 10am4pm). Interested in helping? Email
volunteers@canannarbor.orgparks also contain
woodlands plus several lakes and open areas.
Activity: Check out
https://www.canwashtenaw.org/ways-to-give
and find a way you can help during this time!

MARYFIELD WILDWOOD

ADDRESS: 1705 LINWOOD AVE, ANN ARBOR, MI 48103
Maryfield Wildwood Park is a 4.55-acre
neighborhood park between Westwood, Linwood
and Maryfield. The park contains a nicely shaded
play area, half basketball court, picnic tables and
benches, posts for a volleyball court, and a
neighborhood backstop with open fields on the
western end. The park features a wooded ravine
with a wood chip trail running through the center
that connects to Wildwood Street.

Activity: Get your exercise in and walk through the
trail wood chip trail, explore what's around you!

CEDAR BEND NATURE AREA

ADDRESS: : 1529 ISLAND DR. ANN ARBOR, MI 48105
Cedar Bend Nature Area is a 19-acre park on the steep bank of the river where the waterway
makes a sharp bend back to the south. Parking is available in the main lot accessible from Island
Dr, and there is pull-off parking on Cedar Bend Dr. Facilities are available at nearby Island Park
and there are picnic spots along the river near the main parking area. Trails are unpaved, leading
up (or down) the steep slope, and also travel a ridge of the slope. The entire wooded portion of
the park is dry forest, although not as open as it once was, as indicated by several large,
spreading trees now being crowded by younger competitors. The open woods of this park contain
oaks and hickories. The main trail along the ridge crosses a ravine that supports a rich array of
plants including skunk cabbage, Jack-in-the-pulpit, and alternate leaf dogwood. The trails offer a
birds-eye view of the river and other areas of the city.

Unfortunately, like many of our natural

areas, Cedar Bend’s native flora also faces competition from invasive, non-native plants such as
honeysuckle (Lonicera), common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), and garlic mustard (Alliaria
petiolata). In all, 194 species of plants (143 native) have been

recorded in Cedar Bend.

Activity:Starting from Island Drive in Island Park, walk the outer loop trail (1.2 miles) and select
one plant species to identify. You may use an app like PlantSnapp or iNaturalist, or take a photo
and try to identify the species with the help of a dichotomous plant key.
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