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South State Street Detours Are Scheduled for November  
During Work on East Stadium Bridge Over South State Street 

 

Bridge work will take place Nov. 15 – 17, 2009 (weather permitting) 
 
ANN ARBOR, Mich., Oct. 20, 2009 — At its meeting of Oct. 19, 2009, the Ann Arbor City Council passed a 

resolution authorizing the removal of five beams from the south side of the East Stadium bridge over South State 

Street, as recommended following the Sept. 15, 2009, bridge inspection by Northwest Consultants Inc. (NCI).  

In his inspection letter, NCI Bridge Project Manager Jon Drummond states, “For a solution to these concerns 

I would recommend that the 5 southernmost beams be removed from the bridge. They no longer serve their function, 

they represent a safety concern for traffic on State Street, they require excessive attention from maintenance crews, 

and if left in place they could tempt someone who doesn’t know better to drive over them.” Drummond’s letter 

continues, “The advantages to this course of action are improved safety and a reduction in maintenance efforts.” 

Aligned with the NCI recommendation to conduct the work prior to the start of winter, the city plans to 

remove the beams Sunday, Nov. 15 – Tuesday, Nov. 17, 2009, weather permitting. It will be necessary to close 

South State Street to traffic while the beam removal work is performed. A detour will be in effect during this time, 

and the alternate route is noted on page two. In addition, the city provides this detour map on its Web site, 

www.a2gov.org/news, as well as on the East Stadium Bridges project site, www.a2gov.org/stadiumbridges.  

“Because it is the city’s top priority to ensure safety, the bridge structure continues to be closely monitored,” said 

city Senior Project Manager Michael Nearing, P.E. Additional details as well as updates as they become available 

are posted to the project page on the city’s Web site, www.a2gov.org/stadiumbridges. The public may also visit this 

page to subscribe for notifications via e-mail, by clicking on the red envelope on the right of the page. Questions can 

be directed to Nearing at 734.794.6410, extension 43635 / mnearing@a2gov.org.  
Ann Arbor has 114,000 residents, spans 27.7 square miles, and was named the No. 1 Healthiest Hometown in the U.S. by AARP The 
Magazine in 2008. Other notable recognitions include: No. 27 of the top 100 U.S. cities to live in by CNN/Money Magazine in 2008, as well 
as the fourth smartest city in the U.S. by Forbes Magazine. The city’s mission statement reads: The city of Ann Arbor is committed to 
providing excellent municipal services that enhance the quality of life for all through the intelligent use of resources while valuing an open 
environment that fosters, fair, sensitive and respectful treatment of all employees and the community we serve.  
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