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Safety Tips for a Safe Fall
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Each Year in Ann Arbor there are fires related to fireplaces.  Here are some tips to help you enjoy your fireplace in a safe manner:

· Make sure your chimney is cleaned each year by a reputable, licensed contractor.  They should also inspect the system as a whole and point out things that need to be repaired or could cause fire. 

· Keep fires small, burning only one or two logs at a time. 

· Wait at least 24 hours before removing ashes.  Put ashes in an empty metal can outside away from the house or garage.  Ann Arbor Fire Department responds to a number of fires each year caused by ashes that were handled improperly. 

Place a smoke detector on every floor and in each bedroom.  Make sure your smoke detectors works.  Remember to test smoke detectors once a month and change your batteries at least once a year.  A good habit is to change the batteries when you change your clocks to daylight savings time.
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Make an escape plan in case of a fire with two ways out of every room.  An escape plan ensures that everyone will know what to do before an emergency happens and decreases the chance that someone will panic.  For assistance with your family’s escape plan contact the Ann Arbor Fire Department.
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Make sure the Halloween costume your children wear are made out of a flame retardant material.  When children are trick or treating they are not mindful of the danger of candles to illuminate jack-o-lanterns.  While a flame retardant costume does not guarantee children’s safety, it will reduce the chances of an accident happening.  Make sure your children know to stop, drop and roll.  This knowledge can reduce their injuries and could possibly save their life. 
In these tough economic times, balancing budgets are difficult.  In this climate, it is important to understand that while city revenues are declining, the demand for fire services are rising with homeland security relying on the fire department.  The current daily personnel of 18, down from 24 employees, is the smallest in Ann Arbor Fire Department history, yet the demand for Fire Department services is at an all time high.  Larger, more dangerous fires which become out of control, exist because of fewer firefighters and slower response times due to having to rely on surrounding communities for mutual aid.  It is now most important to support your Fire Department services, EMS, Technical Rescue, Hazmat, and of course public education.

    Fire Fighter/Paramedic Daniel Armitage Station #6, first due to the Big House. 
