Ann Arbor Energy Commission – Meeting Minutes
July 14, 2009

Washtenaw County Administration Building

220 N. Main St. 5:30-7:30

Attendees: Wayne Appleyard, Robert Black- acting chair, John Hieftje, Charles Hookham, Josh Long, David Wright
Staff: Andrew Brix, Laura Palombi

Approval of Minutes: Minutes approved without comment 
Public Input
Nathan Ayers, board member of Transition Ann Arbor.  Announcing 7/21/09 event: Bill Wilson, from Midwest Permaculture, will give a lecture on permaculture.  Suggested donation of $20. Michigan League 6:30-9:30.  Creating sustainability through nature and introduction to permaculture.  

Energy Report
Andrew Brix.  EECBG application: minimal comments from DOE and process is moving ahead.  City will be applying to EPA Climate Communities grant.  New Solar America Cities Grant, working on program for community members to buy in to solar projects.  

Commissioner Wright asked for clarification on Solar grant.  Brix explained that program is like a community-based agriculture system.  Still working on determining most appropriate structure for Ann Arbor.  
Commissioner Wright asked for concept clarification on buy-in for solar.  Brix explained that it can be described as community supported energy- participants buy a share of solar electric system.  Still looking at financial and legal structures.  Wright mentioned community net metering projects as an option for the grant and offered to help provide information if necessary.

Commissioner Hookham asked for update on wind turbine.  Brix responded that process continues to move but no updates at this time.

Commissioner Black reviewed the Mayor's Green Fair noting high attendance and inquiries about the Energy Commission and sources of information for meeting the Energy Chalenge.  Also mentioned energy fair in Onekema.  
Commissioner Appleyard noted Onekema energy fair as well and community’s strong interest in renewables.

Commissioner Black noted international group, Climate Works, which is working on achieving a low-carbon economy.  Possible opportunities for collaborative efforts with communities like Ann Arbor.

Commissioner Verge (not present) is resigning from the board.  Commissioner Black acknowledged Verge's service and will present certificate of recognition.  Commissioner Black will also present certificates of recognition to UM Professor Kurt Brandle and Paul Gantz from DTE.  
Community Updates
· Community Conversations on Sustainability – Stephen Y. Nose. CEO & Founder of S|Y|N Associates LLC. 734-717-9028 synose@synassociates.com www.synassociates.com 
Mr. Nose is working on understanding community perspective on energy.  Worked with UM Faculty Melissa Peet to organize pre-pilot event for community members to reflect on questions on the environment and sustainability.  Found that food and energy were top sustainability issues identified.  Pilot will begin Sept. 09 and will focus on 3-5 neighborhoods.  Will report back to commission in October/November. 
· Community-Based Social Marketing to Reduce Energy at a Neighborhood Level – Lisa Dugdale.  Clean Energy Coalition.  888-818-0987 x 706 lisa@cec-mi.org www.cec.mi.org www.cbsm.org 
Ms. Dugdale described common strategies to increase energy conservation behavior and reasons why even those who say they support it don’t always take the actions they know will work.  Social marketing is more effective because it can change behavior.  Neighborhood-based programs can be effective because they educate, motivate, and mobilize.
Commissioner Black noted benefits of neighborhood approach to energy conservation and importance for energy education and outreach.
Commissioner Hookham offered informational resources to Mr. Nose.

Commissioner Wright asked Mr. Nose about data he hopes to gather.  Mr. Nose responded that he's going to collect qualitative data to understand what the community is interested in pursuing.  

Commissioner Wright noted connection to EECBG efforts and opportunities for collaboration with neighborhood/community interest groups.

Commissioner Black agreed that Energy Commission can be a clearing house for all the energy information and activities taking place in Ann Arbor and sees the connection points and opportunities to leverage resources.  Noted similarities to greenbelt program.  
Commissioner Long asked Mr. Nose about the use of video to collect information.  Mr. Nose agreed that this is one good way to collect stories.  Commissioner Long applauded the community based approach.  

· Huron River Plan: Argo Dam Recommendation

Commissioner Black would like Commission to render a formal opinion about the dams and potential for renewable energy.  

C. Hieftje: noted that council has been discussing issue and is getting additional information.  State of Michigan also wants a decision.  The larger vision is for the whole river and several dams.  Urged commission to take time making a decision.  Proposing keeping 2 paths depending on funding availability for dam removal. Need more clarity about accommodations for users of Argo pond before decision is made.  
Commissioner Black noted need to come back to discussion in September

Brix commented on Veterans Hospital- no new developments since last meeting. They were planning on contracting with Army Corp of Engineers for their own study about the dam
Commissioner Hookham noted possible absence of new technologies for dams from most recent report and wants better feedback/information for decision making.  Agreed that Commission should respond based on the energy perspective, not other uses.  Urged commission to look at additional inputs for evaluating long-term cost-benefit using sustainable return on investment modeling.
Commissioner Wright agreed that commission can provide additional information about energy use.  Reminded commission that a steering committee member from the commission is needed.  Asked what the other options are for investments and where the best return can be realized.
Commissioner  Black summarized and advised group to produce a scenario report that uses all resources available to evaluate choices and long-term goals/outcomes.  Urged additional collaborative efforts for evaluation.  Need utility-scale impact, possibly via partnership with VA Hospital or DTE.  Angela Violi in UM Mechanical Energy Department and perhaps someone in electrical engineering would be good resources for building a report.   
Commissioner Hieftje asked to put draft writing on September Commission agenda.  Also asked for further information on the VA hospital plans.

· Energy Futures Film Project Update

Commissioner Black hopes for first event to happen next year, possibly in conjunction with Miller’s Creek Waters film fest.  Asked for public volunteers.
· State Legislative Update

Brix noted the state-level focus on budget 
Commissioner Hieftje agreed that state budget deficit is priority problem, less focus on energy issues.  Noted progress made by Governor’s task force.  

Commissioner Black emphasized need for local level action

Ann Arbor Area – Energy Conservation and Environmental Sustainability Issues and Activities

· Commercial and Residential Audits.  

Commissioner Appleyard gave a reminder of DDA deadline for audits, DTE audit option.

Brix noted DTE's www.yourenergysavings.com

Commissioner Hieftje requested Brix to work with Susan P. at DDA on a resolution commending the DDA for their work. Present at September Commission meeting.
Commissioner Black requested presentation from Dave Konkle about DDA program and energy savings realized

· Building Codes/Guidelines/Recommendations

Brix is thinking about climate-sensitive building design guidelines and would like to implement some sort of system. Part of EPA grant application.
Hookham would like to see grant application language.

Ann Arbor Area – Renewable Energy Issues and Activities

· Solar America Cities Update
Brix noted that CEC continuing to put together guidelines and retail space.  Also working on mobile solar exhibit.  Envision 6-8 mobile displays with interactive activities for schools in the region.  Working on applying for new Solar America Cities grant that will help community level solar development.  New signs coming soon.  

· 5000 Solar Roofs Project Update

Brix noted that the Solar America Cities grant also addresses this.  

Commissioner Appleyard noted NPR story about 1BOG.org, a group buying program for home PV system to reduce cost by 30%.

· Solar Access Zoning

Commissioner Black: still looking for legal advisor for how to protect rights for solar access.  

Commissioner Hieftje suggested finding student from school of planning

Commissioner Black noted solar wedge law in San Francisco, CA that protects daylight access.  Also noted need for a Solar America City to have this kind of law

· Energy Challenge Update – Andrew Brix

Brix presented data about progress towards goal.  Municipal operations impact on city’s overall energy use is influential but relatively small.  Much progress has been made regarding the 14 original recommendations from the Energy Commission.  Still some opportunities/questions about how to obtain additional renewable energy.  EPA grant could help with further progress.  Municipal green energy use for 2008 includes a downturn town for landfill gas- a major producer of green energy.  10% shortage in natural gas due to cut of biogas facility.  Transportation shortfall due to overestimation of ethanol use and availability.  Community green energy use is about 1%, mostly in electric sector.  CO2 emission reductions achieved in electricity and waste, but increases in transportation and natural gas.  Overall increase of 2.7%, relatively good compared to other cities.  Municipal transport should become more efficient with adjustments to create zonal work order scheduling now that vehicles are driving from Wheeler.   Filling the gap to meet the energy challenge for municipal operations could be achieved via a renewable electricity energy certificate (REC) purchase- a contract for differences.  RFP went out at beginning of month, responses due Sept 15.  Brix described a number of community, electrical, municipal efficiency and renewable energy measures that can help City meet goals.  
Comissioner Hieftje requested Brix add note to report about 2008 landfill gas.  2010 starts east-west rail.  Other municipal programs will all help reduce energy and fuel use.  Would like to look at including AATA's transportation data in order to highlight fuel savings and to encourage more hybrids.  Likes idea of green energy purchase.  

Commissioner Black would like to present update to city council in September or October that includes proposal for renewable energy purchase.  

Commissioner Hookham noted that there will be 7 more winde turbines running by October.  Asked Brix to check meter data for natural gas reporting. 
Commissioner Hieftje would like 2009 number in report to council

Commissioner Wright would like further information about RECs at next commission meeting.  What economic incentives do we miss when REC is purchased rather than direct purchase of renewable energy.  Important to note that a REC is not an electricity purchase.  Could mean an economic loss for the city.  Also would like to see the numbers presented in more detail.  How were RPS assignments handled?  Could influence how many RECs are needed.  Would like to review electricity portion of Energy Challenge Update as well as a REC presentation at next Commission meeting.  Noted that purchasing RECs is not actually a purchase of energy.  Would also like to review numbers for electricity and know how RPS goals are addressed.  
AAEC Subcommittee Updates
· Energy Plan, Outreach Plan, Funding for Conservation for Renewables.  no updates 
Other Business and Public Input

· Com. Black: vacant seat on commission that should have direct tie to UM to replace Com. Virge.  Noted 3 candidates that will be interviewed.  2 community members have also expressed strong interest in vacant seats. 

· Lisa Dugdale announced energy outlet store in Ypsilanti.  Visit cec.mi.org for info

Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 7:33 pm
