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SUMMARY 

 
Executive Summary: 
 
2010 marks the sixth year in which Ann Arbor city staff gathered data on bike lanes and the fourth 
year of maintaining an up to date record of the condition of these lanes, and as a basis for 
maintenance recommendations.  Ann Arbor city code defines bike lanes as ña portion of a roadway that 
is established for the use of persons riding bicycles.òi  The plan describes the numerous benefits of 
incorporating bike lanes into the city transportation network, including increased bicycle use, traffic calming 
effects, environmental effects, and improved quality to all roadway users.ii   

In 2010, the cityôs bike system received some major upgrades and additions, largely thanks to a project 
funded by the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) totaling over $250,000.  There were two 
primary focus areas of the project:  bringing our existing system up to standard with signage and pavement 
markings, and adding approximately 10 miles of bike lane and sharrow segments to our system (see map 
on next page).  The project began in midsummer 2010, but due to material shortages the work was 
delayed, and much of the project had not yet commenced at the time of this inventory.  The project is 
expected to be completed in early 2011, and will be included in next yearôs inventory. 

At the time of the inventory, Ann Arbor had 26.2 center lane miles of bicycle lanes 39 different road 
segments.  To determine the level of quality of all on-road bike lanes, city staff evaluated the pavement 
condition, the presence of a stripe and its integrity, the presence of pavement markings and their integrity, 
and the presence of signage.  This evaluation has allowed city staff to rate the overall quality of the bike 
lane network, and continue comparing this yearôs inventory to inventories from previous years.  Additionally, 
2010 is the first year that city staff evaluated sharrows.  Currently there is only one sharrow segment in the 
city (Ann Arbor Saline from Main-Eisenhower), but  

Due to a data collection discrepancy in last yearôs inventory, it is difficult to accurately compare total system 
scores from this year with those from last year.  However, it generally seems as though there was little 
change in the total system score for pavement condition and signage, substantial improvements in 
pavement markings, and some decrease in road striping.  Notable improvements took place on Dexter, 
Ellsworth, Dhu Varren, Green, Pauline, and Scio Church, which previously had no lane markings and were 
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indistinguishable from paved shoulders.  With the addition of pavement markings, this is no longer an issue.  
While it may seem as though there was little change 2010, the completion of the ARRA project in 2011 will 
bring about significant improvements to the system. 

Appendix B includes a table with the 2010 bike lane scores according to mileage.  
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Table of 2010 On-Road Bicycle Lanes and Rankings 
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