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The JJR consultant team has completed investigations to assess existing conditions on airport 
property and its immediate vicinity for the following categories: noise analysis; land use; 
socioeconomics; air quality; historic resources; contaminated sites; Section 4(f) resources; and the 
physical and ecological environment.  Data from these investigations is used as a base to identify 
potential impacts from proposed improvements at the airport.  Potential mitigation measures to 
minimize impacts are also being addressed.  Data collection has involved fieldwork, literature 
searches, and coordination with appropriate resource agencies. 
 
The specific categories of studies are listed below along with a brief description and status of the 
analysis being completed.   
 
Noise – The noise analysis compares the existing noise levels with future levels under two 
scenarios, a No Build Alternative and a Build Alternative.  The Build Alternative assumes the 
proposed improvements are implemented at the airport.  The results of this analysis are compared 
with the surrounding land use to ensure compatibility.   

Status: Completed.  The noise analysis, which indicates that the Build Alternative is not 
expected to have any significant aircraft noise impacts, was presented at CAC Meeting 
#2. 

 
Land Use – Existing land use data was collected and compared with any anticipated changes as a 
result of the proposed improvements at the airport.  These changes were compared to the existing 
land use plans and future land use plans of City of Ann Arbor and surrounding municipalities.  
 Status: Complete.  Existing and proposed land use adjacent to and in the immediate 

vicinity of ARB is compatible with normal airport operations.  
 
Socioeconomics – This category includes potential impacts on community displacements 
(residential and commercial) community cohesion, community facilities, demographics, 
economy, and environmental justice.  Environmental justice considers impacts to low-income and 
minority populations with the intention of avoiding disproportionate impacts to these populations.  

Status: Complete.  There would be no displacements or impacts to community cohesion, 
facilities, demographics or economy.  There would be no impacts to low-income or 
minority populations.  

 
Air Quality –The study team completed an assessment of the project in accordance with the FAA 
Air Quality Procedures for Civilian Airports & Air Force Bases (1997).  Based on this assessment 
and prior studies on general aviation airports, the project is not expected to result in violations of 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) 
 Status: Complete. It is anticipated that agency coordination will continue through the 

environmental clearance phase. 
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Historic Resources – The study team evaluated cultural resources, both above-ground and 
below-ground including a review of the state archaeological site files and the state above-ground 
resource files to determine if there are any previously recorded cultural resources in or near the 
airport property.   

Status: Complete with a determination of no affect from the State Historic Preservation 
Office. 
 

Contamination/Hazardous Materials – The study team researched environmental records 
including State and Federal databases of sites containing hazardous or contaminated materials to 
determine whether listed sites exist within the project area.  The results of the database search 
have been summarized in relation to the potential for encountering hazardous or contaminated 
materials within the limits of the proposed improvements. 
 Status: Complete.  The proposed improvements are not anticipated to have an impact on 

known properties listed by state and/or federal agencies as either contaminated or sites of 
environmental concern. 

 
Section 4(f) Resources - Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act (1966) specifies 
that publicly-owned land, such as a park, recreational area, or wildlife and waterfowl refuge, of 
national, state, or local significance, or any land from a historic site of national, state, or local 
significance, may not be used for transportation projects unless there is no other prudent and 
feasible alternative.   
 Status: Complete; no Section 4(f) resources will be affected by the proposed Build 

Alternative. 
 
Physical and Ecological Environment- This category encompasses many resources, including 
water resources, biotic communities, threatened and endangered species, wetland resources, 
floodplains, and farmland.  
 

Water Resources –Based on a review of existing databases and fieldwork, the study 
team evaluated potential impacts to surface water and subsurface groundwater, including 
issues related to siltation, runoff, dredge and/or fill activities in navigable waters, aquifer 
or well contamination, and impacts on sensitive ecological areas.     
 Status: Complete.  It is estimated that impervious surface resulting from the 

Build Alternative would increase slightly from the existing 7 percent to 7.4 
percent of the site.  Surface and subsurface groundwater resources would not be 
affected by the proposed improvements. 

 
Biotic Communities – Biotic communities that may be impacted by the proposed airport 
expansion were identified and characterized based on: 1) existing available data, 2) 
coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR), and Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ), and 3) and fieldwork.  

Status: Complete.  No existing natural biotic communities would be impacted by 
the proposed Build Alternative. 
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Threatened and Endangered Species – The study team coordinated with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the Michigan Natural Features Inventory to determine if there 
are any known threatened or endangered species protected under Federal and/or State 
jurisdiction within the project area.  One state endangered and one state special concern 
bird species has been observed in the vicinity of the project area. 

Status: Complete.  ARB is coordinating with the Audubon Society to identify 
restricted mowing areas during breeding seasons for these species.  

 
Wetlands – Wetlands were identified through a review of National Wetland Inventory 
maps, the county soil survey, USGS topographical maps and a field investigation.   The 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) completed a field review of the 
property on July, 21, 2010 to delineate wetlands in the vicinity of proposed 
improvements. 

Status: Complete.  The Build Alternative would have no wetland impact.  The 
results of the MDEQ investigation will be presented at the February 22, 2010 
CAC meeting.  

 
Floodplains – The study team reviewed Federal Emergency Management Administration 
(FEMA) flood boundary maps for the existing stream on the property.  
 Status: Completed.  No grading or fill is proposed within the floodplain 

boundary.   
 
Farmland –Impacts to prime and unique farmland, and farmland of state or local 
significance were determined through a review of county soil maps and coordination with 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
Michigan Department of Agriculture, and the MDNR.  Form AD1006 was completed and 
submitted to the NRCS for determination of impacts to prime or important agricultural 
soils. 

Status: The completed Form AD1006 has been reviewed by the Washtenaw 
County NRCS with a determination of no impacts to prime and unique farmlands 
resulting from this project. 

 
Light Emissions – Light emissions were evaluated based on the location and type of 
airfield lighting proposed and proximity to these land uses.   

 Status: Completed.  Impacts from light emissions are not considered significant.  
New lights would be directed upwards and LED units would be used where 
appropriate. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


















































