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Don Botsford, a connected Ann Arbor resident known 
by his students as �Grandpa Don,� recently sold the 
development 
rights for just 
over half of 
his beautiful 
w o o d l a n d 
p r o p e r t y , 
which lies just 
west of the 
Ann Arbor, 
to the City of 
Ann Arbor 
and Scio 
Township. I 
was delighted 
to learn of the 
preservation 
of this natural 
gem that is 
tucked into 
the landscape 
immediately 
outside the 
freeway ring around Ann Arbor.  Let me share with you 
my first encounters with this property and why I think it 
is especially worthy of preservation.  

As one of three botanists hired by the newly created NAP 
in the summer of 1994, the Botsford property was one of 
the first sites assigned to us as we started compiling plant 
lists for natural areas around town.  As we drove west 
out Miller Road, we almost missed the small sign posted 
for the Botsford Recreational Preserve.  We followed a 

long driveway through the rich oak-hickory woodland 
and marveled at the profusion of pink-flowered wild 

geranium (Geranium maculatum) carpeting the 
forest floor.  When we met up with Don, he 
soon pointed out a rare albino-flowered wild 
geranium he had discovered.  After a quick but 
entertaining tour of his property and some of 
its botanical highlights, including a low swale 
with bladdernut (Staphylea trifolia), he left us 
to our work.

Over the course of that summer, our explorations 
revealed that the hilly upland forest has a 
stream at the edge that carries away spring 
snow melt, while a low moist swale is nestled in 
the interior of the 20-acre tract.  This variation 
in topography and hydrology contributes to 
the exceptionally diverse flora in the area.  
While the upland forest area supports the usual 
vegetation for these habitats, such as May-
apple (Podophyllum peltatum) and toothwort 
(Cardamine spp.), several less common species 
are also present.  A small patch of Dutchman�s 
breeches (Dicentra cucullata) is near the 

south edge of the woods and a bit of blue-cohosh 
(Caulophyllum thalictroides) 
dots a hillside.  Along the 
seasonal stream, a grove of 
the rare wahoo (Euonymus 
atropurpurea) enjoys the 
extra moisture, while a few 
young shingle oaks (Quercus 
imbricaria) prefer the drier 
upland woods.  This oak 

Shingle oak leaves. Photo 
from USDA website.
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