FINALREPORT
PROPOSED FOURTH AND FIFTH AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY

Fourth and Fifth Avenue Historic District Study Committee

Adopted MAY 17, 2010

CHARGE OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE

Pursuant Chapter 103, Section 8:408 of Ann Arbor City Code, the Fourth and Fifth Avenue Historic
S5AA0NAOG {0GdzRé /2YYAGGSS o6a{GdzRe [/ 2YYAUGUSSe0 oI &
evaluate aresidential area just south of downtown Ann Arbordetermine if it meetsthe criteria for

historic district designation. The Study Committee was established by Council vote on August 17, 2009

and members were appointed on September 8, 2009. The Study Committee was given until September

2010 to complete & work and make its recommendation to City Couincihe form of this report. The

City Counciblso passed a resolution establishing a-signth moratorium on building permits in the
proposedhistoric districtwas toexpire on February 6, 2010. A-gionth extension of the moratorium

was passed by City Council on February 1, 2010, extending it until August 6, 2010.

STUDY COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Patrick McCauley, Chais, a graduate of the University of Michigan with a BA in History. He has worked
on older am historic homes for over 20 years with his family's painting busindsshas restored three
houses on his own since 2001, and won a Rehabilitation Award frordheArbor hbtoric District
Commission in 2007 for the rehaldliton of his 1845 Greek Reslstylehouse.

Kristi Gilbert, Vice Chaiis a ten year resident of the Old West SideKS Kl & | al aGSNRa
Historic Preservation from Eastern Michigan University R LINBS @A 2 dzaf & &aSNIBSR 2y
Historic Properties Historic District Study Committ&e is a member of th&nn ArborHistoric District
Commissio@a ! yy dzl f ' g NRa /2YYAGGSS FTyR aSNBSa 2y (K
Hisoric Resources Council Committee.

Ina HanelGerdenichis an architectural historian and presenatiplanner.{ KS 206Gl Ay SR KSNJ :
of Sciencedegree in historic preservation from Eastern Michigan Univeraitg isa preservation

consultant. Her clismts have included local units of government, institutions of higher educatior; non

profit organizations and private property owner$o date she has served on four historic district study
committees in the local area arftasrehabilitated two houses.Shehas also served on the board of

directors of the Washtenaw County Historical Society, the Kempf House Center for Local History, and the
Michigan Barn Preservation Network.

Rebecca Lopez Krigs a Masters Candidate at the Gerald R. Ford School of Pulliay Rt the
University of Michigan. She currently sits on the board of the Ann Arbor Area Chamber of Commerce

1



and volunteers in various capacities throughout the city. The 4th and 5th Avenue Historic District
Committee is her first experience with presgation; she enjoys research, training and education.

Sarah WallaceA & +y !'yy I NB2N) yIFGiABS |yR NBOSAOBSR KSNJ
Planningrom the University of Pennsylvania in 2006. She has served on the Ann Arbor Historic District
Conmmission since the summer of 2007, and is currently chair.

Tom Whitakeris a resident of the Germantown neighborhood where he lives with his family in a
restored home. He has a Bachelor's degree in construction management and a Master's degree in
historic preservation from Eastern Michigan University, as well as a graduate certificate in real estate
development from the University of Michigaide formerly worked for the Christman Company, where

he helped manage the restoration of the University of Notrenea Main Administration Building-e

also managed construction projects for U of M, including historic restorations of Hill Auditorium and the
Rackham School of Graduate StudiBseviously, he served on the West Area Plan Steering Committee
for the Ciy of Ann Arbor.

Susan Wineberis a historic preservationist with a degree from Eastern Michigan University. She has
served on the Ann Arbor Historic District Commission three times, served as President of the
Washtenaw County Historical Society for fiveass, and continues to serve as Chair of the Awards
Committee of the Ann Arbor Historic District Commission. She has also served on and chaired many local
historic district study committees. She lives in an 1850 Greek Rawlalhouse in the Old Fourivard

Historic District.

The study committee was assisted in its work by Jill Thacher, AICP, City Planner with the City of Ann
Arbor and Kristine Kidorf of Kidorf Preservation Consulting.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT

The proposed historic district is shown the attached district map. It is generally bounded by South
Fourth and Fifth Avenues, running approximately one block beginning just south of William Street to and
including both sides of Packard Street on the south edge of downtown Ann Arbor. Theaphy is
primarily flat, with a slight slope downward toward Packard Street. South of Packard Street there is a
steep hill. The district is an urban neighborhood, with concrete sidewalks and tree lawns containing a
mix of newer and mature trees on bosiides of the streets. South Fifth Avenue is two lanes wide for
one-way, southbound traffic and a bike lane, and South Fourth Avenue and Packard Street are two lanes
wide with twoway traffic. The nortfsouth alley to the west of Fourth Avenue is one laride and has
several garages adjacent to it. It is one of the few alleys in the downtown area that remains partially
residential in character.

There are fortysix residential buildings and one church in the district. The houses have varying front

yard ®tbacks, but all generally have shallow front yards with smaller side yards. The houses on the
southwest corners of South Fourth and Fifth Avenues where Packard intersects have larger, irregularly
AKI ISR t2Ga RdzS (2 t I O N houseNidriing Sauth IFoudhdahd FMth | £ A 3y
Avenues face east and west, while those located on Packard Street face north and south.



The houses in the district vary in size and architectural style. There are smadlndadalf story and
two-story Greek Revivaistyle houses and twanda-half story Queen Anne houses, many with
vernacular detailing. There are a few Italianatgle and several Arts and Crafttyle houses. The
majority (89%) of the houses are sided with clapboard, some of which hasdmemed with artificial

siding. The remaining houses include structures of brick and stucco. Eleven of the houses have older
garages, including one that is attached to a barn. The Church in the proposed district is a large stone
Gothic Revival structureith several additions.

There are a number of landscape features in the district. The majority of properties have mature trees
in the front and/or rear yards, including those planted in a pattern at 120 Packard and an old one at the
rear between 314 amh 308 Packard Street. Seven properties have mature lilac bushes in the front
and/or side or rear yards. The historic fencing in the district consists of a wrought iron fence shared by
two properties and one example of a wood frame fence with a middié@eof metal chicken wire.

The latter is unique in that it includes one section topped with old wrought iron cresting. Both fence
types have associated gates.

INVENTORY

Portions of the proposed district were surveyed as part of larger formal and infoingaA Y R& KA St Ré§
surveys by the city of Ann Arbor in 1973, 1975, 1976, 1978, 1982, 1988 andrb@3e.surveys consist

only of a photo inventory and covered many different areas of the city. The inventories do not have
associated survey reports and do not make evaluations or conclusions agimiential historic

properties or districts. The surveys do not contain any histesearch and were of little value to the

I 2Y YA UGS E6pies ol tid strvey data are located at the City of Ann Arbor in the offices of the
Community Services Area, Planning and Development Services Unit.

An intensivelevel survey accompanied with photographic inventory was conducted of the study area

by the study committedAttachment A).Copies of these survey forms and photographs are also on file
at the City of Ann Arbor in the offices of the Community Services Area, Planning and Development
Services UnitTheStudy ©mmittee relied on the primary and secondary historical information listed in
the bibliography of this document in researching the history of the proposed district and in making the
conclusions of this report.

EVALUATION OGHEDISTRICT INTEGRITY ANBTORIC VS. NGNSTORIC RESOURCES

PerNational Register Bulletin 1fhe definition of a historic resourcelis & . dzA f RAy 3 &aA0SX R
2NJ &40 NHzOG dzNB S Gt t dzi § Fivther & stakesod (i 2RNIuSEIBE @sigrafidaity A T A O vy
concentration, linkage, or continuityf sites, buildings, structures, objects united historically or

aestheticallyp & LJ 'y 2NJ LIK@aAOlt RS@St2LIYSyl ¢

National Register Bulletin 15f 42 RA &4 Odza 4 S & A yrat&irdiMdyrilyasha whaileCtBeNJ | RA &

majority of the components that make up the district's historic character must possess integrity even if they
are individually undistinguished. In addition, the relationships among the district's components must be
substarii A F £ f @ dzy OKIF y3ISR aAyO0S GKS LISNA2R 2F &aA3dyAaATFaiol
of the buildings, features and objects contribute to the district, they have not been moved from their
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original location, retain their historic settingnd the district still conveys the sense of a historic
environment.

The properties within thalistrict were evaluated by the committee as to whether they were historic

(contributing) or norhistoric (norcontributing) using criteria established by thetiaal Register of

Historic PlacetSecretary of the Interior, 36 CFR Part60) & RA OGF GSR o0& (KS OAldeé Q.
Ordinance (Chapter 103 of thenn ArborCity CodeandLocal Historic Districts in Michigay the State

Historic Preservation ffice:

1) A resource must have been built during the period of significanceygichllybe at least 50 years
old (although not applicable for the proposed district, in some instances resources of a lesser age
may qualify if they have exceptional significance)

2) The resource must maintain some integrity of design, setting, location, materials,
workmanship, and feeling

3) A resource must possess a particular architectural style (form and associated decorative details) or
reflect a particular time of construction (form with sufficient decorative details to indicate that
period in time);

4) Aresource must be in overall go@dndition and intact; and

5) The resource must contribute to one or more of the historic contexts identified in the
proposed district. These contexts include architecture, German ethnic heritage, and
settlement history (associated with aspects of Ann Arbaat Biniversity of Michigan
development).

Allbut oneof the primary and secondary buildingjsted above have beetleterminedas contributing to

the historic fabricof the proposed district. None of the buildingsvere moved after 1941 and retain

their historic setting and locationAll of the contributing resourcesere developed during the period of
significance (and hence at least fifty years ago) and contribute to tieat@ early 28 century

residential naure of the district. Seventywo percent (72%) of the properties maintain a high levil

integrity (see list below). Essential physical features areotlezall form and architecturdeatureson

the resources dating to the period of significarmed they remain intactand visible in the district
Twenty-eight (28%) of the properties within the proposed district portray a moderate level of integrity.

These properties continue to portray their original character despite some alterations, many of which

are potentially reversible. These include buildings covered by atrtificial siding and/or with replacement

doors or windows within their original openings. All of the resources are in sufficiently good condition,

and there is sufficient documentation (ascorded on the survey forms) to show all contribute to one or

more of the historic contexts. Specifically, fosgven (47%) contribute to architecture and another

26%, while not exemplary of a specific architectural style, are excellent examples ofuctost
characteristics of their timevshen compared to similaaged properties in the City of Ann Arbofrchival

research to date using reference material listed in the Bibliography section of this report indicates that

at least 40% of the resources adirectly associated with members of the German community that

LX @SR | AAAYATFAOL Yy NEES Ay -Awy y62%) Rave dlfiicent S @2 f dz
R20dzySy Gl GAaz2zy (G2 aKz2g¢g GKFG GKS&2 ¢gSNB GKS KeyvySa 27
(including the University of Michigan) and politics.

The properties with a high level of integrity include:
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e On South Fifth Ave.: 407, 411, 415, 419, 427, 438, 441, 444, 445, 450, 504, 509;
e On South Fourth Ave.: 408, 417, 423, 430, 432, 434, 441,482431;

¢ On East Jefferson St.: 300;

e On Packard St.: 120, 126, 209, 214, 216, 226, 228, 3008306

Those properties with a moderate level of integrity include:
e On South Fifth Ave.: 416, 433, 437, 506, 507, 515;
e On South Fourth Ave.: 414, 426;
¢ On Pakard Street: 200, 215, 219, 220, 314.

Not included in the above evaluation due to lack of extant infrastructure atg parcels in the
proposed district that are vacant and are associated with the Bethlehem Church prop€&hsee
contiguous ones aretsiated along South Fifth Avenue east behind theirch and currently serve as a
parking lot and playground. They were purchased by the church for this purpose between 1963 and
1965. Similarly, a fourth vacant lot south of the church and its property3t 8outh Fourth serves as

the entry drive to the parking lot. Another property not included in the above evaluation is located on
the west side of South Fourth Avenue. lovgned by Detroit Edisoand contains an electric substation
constructed in the @70s. ltis listed as a naontributing resource in the property list above

COUNT OF HISTORIC AND B3N ORIC RESOURCES

There are a total of forfgeven primary and fourteen secondary buildingee structure, and thirtfive
objectsin the district. Eightynine percent of theninety-nine resources contribute to the district. There
are &) contributing buildingsand 1 nonrcontributing building There are26 contributing objects an®
non-contributing objects including landscape faares and a parking lot There isl noncontributing
structure. The resources the districtare listed below by addres3.he resources that contribute to the
district do so because they date to the period of historic significance and maintain aesuffevel of
historic integrity. An analysis of this evaluation follows the b§tresources

LIST OF RESOURCES

HISTORIC (CONTRIBUTING) RESOURCES

407 South Fifth Avenug1902¢ Bannister Housdilacs back yard

411 South Fifth Avenue 1901¢ Andrew Reule House

415South Fifth Avenue 1838, 1859; GaskelBeakes Housdl tree in tree lawn
416 South Fifth Avenue c. 1860¢ Zebedee Waldron Housé tree in tree lawn
419 South Fifth Avenue 1902¢ Henry Mann House

427 South Fifth Avenue c. 1896¢ Francis M. Hamilton House

'The parking lot associated with the Muehlig Funeral home is not part of the proposed historic district.
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433 South Fifth Avenue 1850s1880s¢ Sidney Clarkson/Herbert Slauson House, 2 garagsss in
front and side yards

437 South Fifth Avenue 1866¢ John McCarthy Houséree in front yard

438 South Fifth Avenue1925¢ ErwinSchmid House, 1 garage, wrought iron feaod gate 2
trees in rear yard

441 South Fifth Avenue 1908¢ Christeena Bross House

444 South Fifth Avenue 1905¢ Erwin Schmid House, 1 garage, wrought iron fearoe gate

445 South Fifth Avenue 1890¢ FrankJ. Lewis Housd garage

450 South Fifth Avenue c. 1850¢ Uri Bassett House

500 South Fifth Avenue1894¢ Emmanuel Wagner House

504 South Fifth Avenue 1911¢ Herman Stierle House, barn

506 South Fifth Avenue1888- Alfred T. Bruegel House

507 Souh Fifth Avenue; c. 1886, 1913 move/remodelunknown, 1 garage

509 South Fifth Avenue1927-28 ¢ Thomas Corbett House, 1 garage

515 South Fifth Avenuel187478 ¢ George Haller House, 1 garage (1924free in front yard

408 South Fourth Avenugl1902¢ Karl Guthe House, 1 garage (198), hitching post

414 South Fourth Avenuec. 1920¢ Sophia Allmendinger Houssouth lot line trees

417 South Fourth Avenugl1903¢ Jonathon Stanger House

423 South Fourth Avenue 1896, 1933; Bethlehem Evangelical Qitth

426 South Fourth Avenue 186163 - Jacob A. Polhemus Houdiacs in front yardcluster of trees
at north lot line

430South Fourth Avenuec. 1860¢c Rose Cummings House

432 South Fourth Avenue 1924¢ Bethlehem Evangelical Church Parsonagerdggalilacs rear
yard

434 South Fourth Avenug1916¢ Emil Calman Housé tree in tree lawn

436 South Fourth Avenue 1916¢ Frank Bolich House

437 South Fourth Avenuec. 1915¢ John and Fredericka Mayer House

442 South Fourth Avenue 1894¢ GottliebWild House, 1 garage, wood and wrought iron
fence/gate 1tree in side yard

445 South Fourth Avenue 1890 ¢ George and Emma Wahr House (garage-cmmtributing)

451 South Fourth Avenue 1850s80s¢ Wines/Kerr Housgl tree in front yard

300 Eastlefferson Street 18991901¢ Daniel and Nancy White House

120 Packard Street1848¢ William W. Wines/Dean House, 1 garaljacsand treesin front yard

126 Packard Street c. 1880s; Dr. Samuel A. Jones House

200 Packard Streetc. 1865¢ Edward Biggs House

209 Packard Streetc. 1910c unknown

214 Packard Streetc. 1883¢ Charles Wagner Housg tree in front yard adjacent to house

215Packard Street 188083 ¢ Catherine Mogk House, 1 barn with garage additibtree in front
yard (evergreen)

216 Packard Street1819¢ Griffith Cossar House

219 Packard Street185366 ¢ Cole House (1894)

220 Packard Streetc. 1860¢ Johnson House
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226 Packard Streetc. 195 (moved); unknown

228 Packard Streetc. 19® ¢ Gustav Sodt House

305 Packard Stet¢ 1915¢ Barker House

306-08 Packard Street c. 1890¢ Reinhardt Housgdilacs NW corner, 1 tree in west yard
314 Packard Street1894¢ Walter C. Mack Housé tree in rear yard

NONHISTORIC (NGBONTRIBUTINBESOURCES

420430 S. Fifth Avenueparking lotg c. 1965

438 S. Fifth Avenuemetal posts at front doog c. 1960

506 S. Fifth Avenugwood post and single chain fenges. 1980

418 S. Fourth AvenugeDetroit Edison Substationc. 1970

438 S. Fourth Avenuggazebo, stone structure in regard

445 S. Fourth Avenuggarage, wrought iron fence and gage. 1950
451 S. Fourth Avenugwrought iron fenceg c. 1950

126 Packard wood post and single chain fenge. 1980

200 Packard chain link fence; c. 1960

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Thedistrict is generally bounded by the east and west sides of South Fourth and Fifth Avenues south of
William Street to and including the south side of Packard Street, more specifically described as:

Beginning at a point sixty feet north of the south loteliof Lot 15, Block 4 South, Range 4 East of the

Original Plat of Ann Arbor; then west approximately 130 feet to the west line of the alley running north

and south between South Main Street and South Fourth Avenue; then south along said west line to the

NW corner of that portion of Lot 18 lying southwest of Packard Street, Block 5 South, Range 4 East of the
lYY I'ND2NJ [FYR /2YLIyeQa ! RRAGAZ2YT (KSy O2yGAydzy
wky3aS n 9lad 2F (GKS ! yy ;theNESND fedt; yhén North Bl deey théhd ! RR.
East 66 feet; then Southeast approximately 80 feet across South Fourth Avenue to 2bifaet
northof a2 dzi KgSaid O2NYySNJ 2F [20 WX .£201 p {2dz2iKZI wl
Addition; theneast 47.5 feet; then south 43 feet; then east approximately 130 feet to the east line of Lot

n .f£201 p {2dziKZ wly3aS p 9Fad 2F GKS !'yy | Nb2NJ
East approximately 130 feet to the northeast corner of LotBlbck 5 South, Range 5 East of the Ann
IND2NJ [FYR /2YLIlyeQa ! RRAGAZ2YT (GKSy {2dziKSIad I LL
line of South Fifth Avenue and the southwest line of Packard Street; then South on the east line of South

Fifth Aveue 95.5 feet; then deflecting 79 degrees, 50 minutes left for 67 feet; then deflecting right 73
degrees for 33.1 feet; then southeasterly to the east line of Lot 14, Block 5 South, Range 6 East of the
LYY INB2NJ [ FYR / 2YLI} yeé Qao theRduthiest2iné bf PackailyStrebt2tli K ¢ M
continuing North to the centerline of Packard Street, then northwesterly to the east line of Lot 2, Block 5
{2dzi KX wlky3aS ¢ 9Fad 2F (GKS 'yy INB2NI [FYR [/ 2YLJ y¢
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feet; then West 84 feet; then North 66 feet to the southdiof East Jefferson Street; then continuing
North across Jefferson Street to the north line of East Jefferson Street; then East 37 feet; then North 56
feet; then East 5 feet; then North 34 feet; then East 42 feet; then North 42 feet; then East 16.5 feet;
then North 132 feet; then West 16.5 feet; then North 66 feet; then East 16.5 feet; then North 132 feet;
then West 148.5 feet to the east line of South Fifth Avenue; then continuing West to the west line of
South Fifth Avenue; then South approximately 88tfto the northeast corner of Lot 13, Block 4 South,
Range 5 East of the Original Plat of Ann Arbor; then West to the centerline of South Fourth Avenue; then
North to the Point of the Beginning.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The starting point fothe proposed dstrict boundaries were defined by the Ann Arbor City Council in its
resolution dated August 17, 2009. The southern bound#ryhe study areahas been modified to
include properties on the south side of Packard Street. The propestieBackardcontribute to the
historic character of the district, and include an important pioneer house at 120 Packard that was
previously recognized by the city as an individual historic property.

The district is bounded on the north by the William Street Historic Bisffhe eastern boundary is
defined on the north end by the rear lot lines of the properties along the east side of South Fifth
Avenue. Behind these properties is an early twentiegintury development that bisected Block 4
South, Range 6 East, of theginial plat of Ann Arbor. This development, created by Francis Hamilton,
included a new street called Hamilton Place, and featured defmtiked vernacular houses on smaller
than-averagesized lots. While the houses on Hamilton Place were constructeidgltine period of
significance, they represent only one small phase of the period and generally share a common
vernacular architectural style. This is distinct from the district itself which includes intact resources that
span almost the entire period aignificance, and which represent a variety of architectural styles. This
area was not studied by the committee. The eastern boundary line is extended to Packard Street by
continuing to follow the rear lot lines of the houses along the east side of Seittth Avenue, and
includes 305 Packard Street. Next to 305 Packard to the east, there is a modern apartment building.

The area to the east and the one beyond the southern boundary of the district are marked by residential
areas illustrating contextuahemes separate from those of the proposed distri8oth of these areas
contain some residential buildings that were constructed at the same time as in the proposed district;
however neither area was so densely developed as early as the proposed diStrigh of the Packard
Street properties the land begins to slope steg@ygeographic separation from the proposed district

As in the area to the east of the district, the area to the south includes houses of architectural interest,
particularly along &ith Fifth Avenue. Many of hese properties are associated with working class
families whose neighborhood revolved around several factories and a lumber yard in the low land along
East Madison Street. The historical association with higher style aralméeand civic leaders is not as
strong in this neighborhood as in the proposed district. The western boundary of the proposed district is

p
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defined by modern commercial buildings along Main Street, which are not congruous with the history or
architecture ofthe proposed district.

HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT

Early Settlement and the Development of a Residential Neighborhob8241851

The history of the district parallels and is connected to that of the city of Ann Arbor as a whole, both
chronologically andthematically. Most of K S F NBF g+ & LI NI 2F GKS 2NA3AA
recorded by city founders John Allen and Elisha Walker Rumsey in Detroit in 1824. The plat consisted of
rows of mastly rectangular blocks, each block with an alley runningyatmlength of the middle of the

block? Variations to this format existed for the parcels around the center public square (to the north of

the neighborhood) and other selected parcels, particularly those along the eastern boundary. The latter
includesthose properties along the east side of South Fifth Avenue in the study area, which formed the
southeast corner of the original plat. These lots were drawn larger than theingmaones within the

village.

The village of Ann Arbor grew quickly frdifty people in 1824 to over four hundred people just three

years later when it became the Washtenaw County seat. By 1833 the village was incorporated by the
territory legislature, electing founder John Allen as its first village president. In 183% aaine time

that Michigan became a state, the University of Michigan moved from Detroit to Ann Arbor because of
availability of land, namely forty acres donated free of charge to the State of Michigan for the University

by the Ann Arbor Land Company. sTkind was to the east of the study area. The Michigan Central
Railroad arrived two years later providing a passenger and freight link to Detroit and the nation beyond

for both the village and surrounding farms. During this time, the direction of bgilainAnn Arbor
SEGSYRSR y2NIK |yR az2dzik FTNRBY W2Ky ' ffSyQa of20]
Street and east and west along Huron Street. It soon extended along Fourth and Fifth avenues, as well

as along Ashley Street (formerly SecoStteet) and Packard Stregt. In 1851, Ann Arbor was
AYO2N1JR2NIGSR a + OAGe o6& (GKS adrdS tS3arxatl GddzNB |
DNEI G 2Saidoe

By this time the Fourth and Fifth Avenue district was part of a rapidly develogsiglential
neighborhood situated on the south side of downtown. The earliest plat map indicating infrastructure
and dated 1853 depicts the neighborhood, consisting of houses with varying footprints, outbuildings,
and lot sizes that extended approximatdtpm Packard Street north to Liberty Street, and from Main
Street east to Fifth Avenue, with a few additional houses on the north side of East Jefferson Street, west
side of Main Street and south of Packard on Fourth and Fifth Avenues. The northerrabowss
defined by the commercial buildings creeping south along Main Street, and by the former jail site
between South Fourth and Fifth Avenues on East Liberty Street. Within the study area, the 1853 map
depicts houses on many, although not all, of thepgerties along South Fourth and Fifth Avenues and

2 Plat of Ann Arbor, 1824.
0. W. Stephenson, Ph.Bwnn Arbor: The First Hundred Yedi@27 (433).
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spilling over theoriginal villageplat boundaries onto Packard Street. Several of the larger platted
properties along the east side of South Fifth Avenue were already themselves divided into smaller
pareels. Accompanying outbuildings (generally small barns and carriage houses) are shown at the rear
of some of the properties, particularly those along the western side of South Fourth Avenue. These
outbuildings were accesseda the alley cutting through tte center of the block. Today this alley
remains as one of the few residential alleys to suruivéhe downtown area

The earliest extant houses in the district were constructed during the period from the 1830s through the
1850s and were associated Wwisome of the earlier settler families of Ann Arbor. Examples of these
include:

e 415 South Fifth Ave (1838 Gask#dlakes House)
e 120 Packard Street (1848 William Wines House)
e 450 South Fifth Avec(1850 BassetDitz House)

The GaskeBeakes house at 41South Fifth Avenue was constructed about 1838 by Clayton Gaskell.
For most of the second half of the l@entury, the house was the home of Hiram Bea{k’27.1882)

an attorney from New York who arrived in Ann Arbor in 1851. It was Beakes who addédtantial
addition on the south side of the home in 185%he William Wines house at 120 Packard Street was
O2yaidNHOGSR Ay mMynysS Yz2ald tA1Ste o0& 2AffAlFYQa 0ONR
FOO2NRAY3I (2 [/ KI LYy ¢f the best pusiness hauseNB iR resitiences in Ann
I ND 2 Msiptofession and that of his brother, as well as the sterh ownership of 451 South Fourth
Avenue by both men suggests that one or the other may have had a hand in the constafction
older portion of that structure. William Wines was the operator of a lumber mill in Ypsilanti, and the
founder of Wines and Worden clothing business. Wiaeesfamily arrived in Washtenaw County in
1837. Uri Bassett, who purchased the land nonokvn as 450 South Fifth Avenfar $100 in 1849, was

a teacher and directed the Old Academy formerly located at the northwest corner of Fourth and
William. He sold the property in 1856 for $500, suggesting thatdminutive BassetDietzhouse was

built by this time. A structure on the site is depicted on the 1853 map of Ann Arbor. A slightly later one
story addition wraps around the original isfory structure on its north side.

Ethnic Settlement in the Distri¢tl850s to postL960s

The villageof Ann ArborO2 y i A Yy dzSR G2 S E Lk geiRuryRailiziedh by the ldckl ScondryR 1t m ¢
and the arrival of new settlersThe economy was primarily based on providing services, storage, and
supplies to the surrounding farms, as well as on real estatdegal services commonly associated with

a county seat.Additional residents came in part because of the economy, but also because the State of
Michigan actively recruited immigrants from Europe, and in particular, Germany. The first German
family to mowe to Ann Arbor was that of Jonathan Henry Mann, who arrived in 1830 after a short stay in
Pennsylvania. The family originally emigrated from the Kingdom of Wuerttemberg in southern
Germany. Over the next century, they and then their relatives, friendd, @escendants were

* Chapman (1881): 1061.
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instrumental in assisting the State by recruiting German relatives and friends to the Ann Arbor area.
These Germans came in a continuous stream beginning in the 1830s and 1840s, some settling in Ann
Arbor, and others moving out to thsurrounding farms within the County. The German community
became so dominant in the £9%and early 28 centuries that they were able to maintain their own

culture and language and not assimilate into the surrounding English culture until the time \Afaithe

2 | NBR O Ly myyn (GKS OSyadza akK2¢gSR (KIFG 2yS 2dzi 27

. & GKAA GAYS l'yy INDP2NI KFR | DSNXYIYy ySgall LISNE
Association, a German shooting club, a German Athletie§o two German choirs, a German Coronet
oFYR YR | I NHS®> Gefnddfanyiierésy ® Recdne bilksitess leaders and were

FY2y3 GKS INBFQa Y2ad LINRBYAYSYyd NBaARSylao ¢ KSAI
Schmid, Luick, HeriVagner, Haller, Haarer, Koch, Wurster, Muehlig, Schumacher, Weinmann, Goetz,

Bach, Fischer, Schlenker, George, Mann, Fritz, Walz and many others. Although the majority of Germans
lived west of Main Street in what is now called the Old West Side, sonhe aal prominent families

resided in the proposed district east of Main Street, particularly after the Civil War and up to World War

Il. These families included the Allmendinger, Goetz, Haller, Mann, Reichart, Schmid, Stampfler, Wagner,
Walz, and Wild failies, among others. Representatives of the Muehlig, Eberbach, and Allmendinger
families are associated with properties in the William Street Historic District, immediately north of the

district.

In general, research for this report suggests that tleen@ans settled within the study area and area to

the south beginning in the mi@il850s. The 1856 city plat map indicates the name of A. Wideman as a
property owner between Fourth Avele and Main Street on the south side of Packard. The Dietz House

at 450 South Fifth Avenue mentioned above was purchased by a German family around 1860. A
grandson of Jonathan Henry Mann by the name of Friedrich Schmid, Jr., built his house at 438 South
Fifth Avenue sometime before 1874 when it is depicted in @mmbinationAtlas Map of Washtenaw
County, Michigafi

. @& GKS SyR 2F GKS [/ A@Af 2 NE (GKS ySAIKOo2NK22R g1 a
1866 depicts houses on most parcels along South Fourth and South Fifth Avenues, and along both sides

of Packad Street. The blocks to the south of Packard and east of Fifth Avenue were only partially
developed.! Of 2aASNJ @OASg 2F | adNBSe2NRa YILI RFIGSR wmyT
developed in the proposed district. The greater residential reaghood still extended west to South

Main Street and north towards East Liberty Street. The area to the east of the neighborhood continued

to be less densely populated, and the area south of Packard Street was developed in thecareaso

the top of the hill.

An analysis of the construction dates and architectural styles of the houses within the proposed district
indicates that German families started building homes there during the 1870s and continued well into
the 1920s. The peak decades of construction wargng the 1890s and 1900s, when Germans built

over half of the homes attributed to them. They adopted the styles and construction techniques

® Jonathan MarwilA History of Ann Arbpf 987, (61).
® Combination Atlas Map of Washtenaw County, Michidarerts and StewarChicago, lllinois, 1874.
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popular during their time, favoring Queen Anayle architecture during the 1890s and kit houses
during the 190s.

Some of the German families within the neighborhood attended the Bethlehem Evangelical Church, the
largest physical evidence of the German presence in the proposed district. The church was central to
German identity, which was reinforced later withetlestablishment of Muehlig Funeral Home in the old

Jacobs mansion at Fourth and Willigwilliam Street Historic Districih 1928. The Bethlehem
O2yaANBIIGA2Y KIFIR LINB@GA2dzate 0SSy LINI 2F GKS TFANR
Pastor Rederich Schmid. After establishing the Bethlehem Churdtml went on to organize ove02

additional German Lutheran churches in southern and central Michigan. In Ann Arbor, the church
occupied its own building at the northeast corner of West Washingtnd South First Streets. In 1875

Pastor Schmid and some congregation members from the Bethlehem Church split off to form the Zion
Lutheran Church. A couple of decades later, the remaining Bethlehem Congregation under the
leadership of Pastor John Neamn hired Detroit architect Richard Rasemann to design a new building.

The new location was to be in a prosperous residential area, following a similar pattern established by

most other churches in town. The site selected was on South Fourth Avenueeratdja a parsonage

the congregation had built in 1877. The new building was built in the Richardsonian Romanesque style

with Gothic features and constructed of native fieldstone. The building was completed in 1895 with the
dedication in January, 1896. LJ NAaK KFff gl a O2yaidiNHzOGSR +a |y |
a similar style to that of the church. It was designeceltlger Thomas S. Tanner Balph W. Hammett

(historic sources differ on which onaid replaced the original parsonage thwe site. The congregation

also provided a German speaking school in the late 1800s through the first decade of the 1900s. The
school became bilingual in 1906 and was located on South First Street in the Old West Side.

The Bethlehem congregation eventlyabwned two other houses standing in the district. The house at

432 South Fourth, constructed in 1924, served as a parsonage, housing the Reverends Gustav Neumann
OMPHNTIMPHY O X ¢KS2 {OKYIFIfS omMpHymmdpnT O I THeYidese2 I £ (0 SN
at 437 South Fourth Avenue was constructed by John and Fredericka Mayer in the 1910s and they lived
there until 1929 when it was deeded to the church. It served as the home of the caretaker. The church

still owns the property today.

In addition to the church, 45% of the existing homes in the district were built and/or occupied by those
of German descent (although not all attended the Bethlehem church). They include the following
(names and approximate dates of tenure given in parentheses):

e 411{ 2dzi K CAFGK 0! YRNBEG wSdzZ ST mpanmnmdpnnd

e 419 South Fifth (Henry and Mary Mann, 1902.920)

e 438 South Fifth (Frederick Schmid, Jr. and family, from before 1874 to 1917 [older home]; son

Erwin Schmid and family, 19PDQ2 [older and present home])
e 444 SouttFifth (Erwin Schmid and family, 190817; William Walz and descendants, 12008
e 450 South Fifth (Jacob Ditz family and descendants, c-1860s)
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e pnn {2dziK CATUK 69YlydzzsSt 21 3ySNE My dnmnmdbecnao
¢ 504 South Fifth (Herman and Amanda Stierle, £3960s)
e 5062 dziK CAFTOK 0! f06SNI¢dP . NUHzSIASES MyyynmopHnao
e 515 South Fifth (George Haller, 181914)
e 408 South Fourth (Karl GwghUM Physics professor, 1902)
e 414 South Fourth (Klais, before 182909 [older home], GlitzenhirAllmendingesBaur, 1923
1959 [present home])
e NMT {2dziK C2dz2NIK OoW2yl GKIyYy {dFy3ISNE mMdbnonmdonna
e 432 South Fourth (Bethlehem Church parsonage, 11956)
e 436 South Fourth (Charles Nissle, 192@r 1952)
e 437 South Fourth (John and Fredericka Ma$64,7-1929; Bethlehem Church, 1928esent)
e 442 South Forth (Wild Family, 1894988)
e nnp {2dziK C2dz2NIIK o0DS2NHS FyR 9YYIlI 2FKNJIFyR {OK
e 200 Packard St (Jacob Wahl and family, 1B@20s)
e 214 Packard St (Charles Wagner, 1888r 1898)
e 228 Packard St (Gustav Sodt, 1af@er 1920)
e 306-08 Packard St (Reinhardt Family, owner and occupants of parcel and area byriB68
after 1915)
e 314 Packard St (Mack Famil$94-c. 1910)

Other houses were not built by Germans, but were occupied by them. These irfidd8outh Fifth
(Charles Feldkamp &mily from 1915 to 1936and 209 Packard i8et (members of the Mann family
lived here from 192éfter 1945).

Architectural Styles in the District

In addition to the German settlers building homes, othersre also building homes in the district.
Duringthe late 19" century and into the 28 century, the district reinvented itself as a newer residential
area, with older houses moved, rearranged, or demolished, to make room for newer houses built by
German and noiGerman property owners alike. Thubetarchitecural stylesfound in theFourth and
Fifth AvenueHistoric District represent theprogression of styles popular during the period beginning
from the earliest days of settlement through tH®©20s. Beginning in the 1830s settlers in the area
brought their architecturatraditions from the eastern United Stateswhere the GreekRevival stylef
architecture was dominant. The styleas/one of the first populaRomantic stylesn the areas of the
United States being settled from about 1830 to 1830tends to mimic classical Greek temple fronts,
with gabled or hipped roofs with a low pitch, a cornice band with wide trim, front dearsounded by
narrow sidelight and a transom above the door. Theéstdct contains a number of outstanding
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examples of the Greek Revival style, including 426 South Fourth Avenue; 415, 433, 437, and 450 South
Fifth Avenue and 120 Packard (which also exhibits Italiasigte detailing added later).

The district also contas a number of buildings constructed in styles associated with the Victorian
period. Popular from the 1860s through the 1900s, these styles include Italianate, Queen Anne, and
Richardsonian Romanesque. The Queen Anne style in particular was popubaistauct because of

the plentiful supply of lumber in Michigan and the growing number of mills able to produce standard
&A1 S tdzyoSNE AyOfdRAY3I HEnQa yR RSO2N} GAGBS St SYS
shingles, doors, molding, and @mentation that were located in the area now known as Kerrytown. A
lumber yard was also situated just south of the district beginning at this time. The profession of
architecture was growing, and pattern books were available to show how to build thessefio The
economic conditions were also such that construction of these homes wasavengable for the
average, middle class family. Examples of the Queen Anne style can be found at 417, 442 and 445 South
Fourth Avenue, 419 and 445 South Fifth Aver8@® East Jefferson Street and 306 Packard Street.

The Italianate style with its cudi&e massing, lower pitched roofs, brackets aodnd arch top and
Palladian windows is also represented in the district. fdle@anate style was morlikely to be expessed

as a box with a hip roof accompanieddigcorativewood trim (including brackets under the eaveahd
porches. Two houses in the district feature this style: 430 South Fourth Avenue and 507 South Fifth
Avenue.

Made popular in the late 1800s by Bos architect Henry Hobson Richardson, the Richardsonian
Romanesque style was most popular for civic building such as city halls and post offices, as well as
NEfAIA2dza A0 NHzOGdzZNBad wAi OKFNRaA2Yy Qa RSaAIWaty 2F GKS
Church in Boston were noted for the use of heavy masonry and large Roman arches for openings. There

is one example of Richardsonian Romanesque in the district. It is the Bethlehem Church at 423 South
Fourth Street, which was designed by Detroithatect Richard Rasemann. An anchor building visible
throughout the neighborhood, the church was constructed with native fieldstone walls, stone trim, and

- atlrdS NB2FO 'f 0K2dAK LI GGSNYSR FFGSNI wi OKI NR&
details, making the building a combinatiai Richardsonian Romanesque and Gothic Revival styles.
Another example of this style in Ann Arbor is the former Michigan Central Railroad Depot (now the
Gandy Dancer restaurant).

The turn of the 20th century braght more variety in the architecture of the neighborhood. The

Colonial Revival style became one of the most popular styles throughout the United States, developing
FNRBY Iy AyGSNBad Ay Ittt GKAy3a O2f 2 yThelthbuselaf2d8S NJ G K S
Packard is an example of the style with Daoric porch columns and cornice returns. The district also has

two Dutch Colonial Revival examples, a common variation of the style. These are found at 441 and 500
South Fifth Avenue, the latter by constructed of brick.

Although the Colonial Revival style continues well into the 20th century, other styles begin to appear
d4dzOK a ! Na IyR /NIXFGa odzyarft2¢a FyR C2dzNJ {|jdz |
Defined by the wide overhangineaves, exposed rafter tails, large porches, and wood trim, the styles
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were developed in reaction to the increasing number of mass manufactured goods. Examples of the Arts
and Crafts Style in the district are found at 226 Packard, at 434, 436, and 4B/ 8atth Avenue, a set
of twin houses. Architect Herman Pipp designed the example at 438 South Fifth Avenue.

As noted abovethe designs ofwo architects are represented the district: Richard Rasemaiamd

Herman Pipp. Richard Rasemenn (b. 1885) vaSaNX | y mo 2 Ny | NOKA G§SOG SRdzOF 4GS
DSNXYIyn! YSNAOIY {SYAYINE® IS OFIYS (2 5SGNRBRAG | YyR
born Julius Hess. In addition to designing Bethlehem Evangelical Church in the district, he designed a

number of ppminent Detroit buildings including the Harmonie Club (1894); the Hinz Building (1908);

and the Hemmeter Building (1911).

I SNXYIY tALL) omycynmonp0d 6Fa 02Ny Ay . NAIKG2Yy I ahcl
father, William Pipp. He came #ann Arbor in 1891 after the death of his father. His brother Henry Pipp

was a contractor who was also trained by the father, and who came to Ann Arbor in 1892. Herman

t ALILIQE 2FFAOSa 6SNB t20FG§SR Fd wmmy 2 S3aAhn Arbdoa KAy 30z
City Hall (1907), the Nickels Arcade (1916), and the office building for Hoover Ball & Bearing Company.

He worked with Detroit architect George Mason on the Princess Hotel in Toronto, Ontario. He also
designed a number remodeling projects incidi O2 Yy @SNIAYy3I | NRBffSNiail dA:
CKSFGSNI 6omMpnT 0 NBYy20FidAy3a GKS ! GKSya ¢KSFGSNI om
Yyl Ayid2 o 62YSyQa &l A 1918 Rpp designsd tiie AlpHa ¢4ii OrSeba 6 M g
housedo OF f t SR  FNI GSNYyAGes odzi Ad ¢l & | OGdz the | g2
Barton Hills he designed houses for the Olifphants and the Underdowns, as well as the golf course and
country club building. Pipp designed the MarcheseoBk, located at 319 S. Main, (now the Whitker

Building) an outstanding art deco building that was built in 1925, just one year after the Erwin Schmid

house at 438 S. Fifth Avenue (in the district).

Sources differ on whether the 1933 addition to the Bellem Evangelical Church was designed by

Thomas S. Tanner or Ralph Hammett. Tamvas an Ann Arbor architect with his own firm from 1927

1962 when he partnered with Henry Kowalewski. ndeeived his Masters of Architecture from the

University of Michiga and was an associate professor there. In Ann Arbor he designed residences for
Robert S. McNamara and Arjay Miller as well as the FCV office building. He also designed the Adrian
Michigan Civic Auditorium and Gymnasium and a factory in Manchester,gdichiRalph Hammet was

Ffa2 F LINPFSaaz2N Fd GKS ! yAGSNAAGE 2F aAOKAILY |y
Ann Arbor designs include an addition to the First Congregational Church, the St. Andres Episcopal
Church chapel and parish hatid the Lutheran Student Chapel and Center.

During the second half of the Tentury, as the German population in the neighborhood increased,

until the first decades of the 20century, much construction took place within the neighborhood.

Houses were¥ 2 RA TASRX &dzOK | a { K SDitzDHodsgsSlestriied &boeS dthek y R
houses were replaced by larger and more fashionable houses of the [Bteeh®ury as well as by more
economicapossiblekit houses of the early 0century. These include most of the houses identified in

this report. Later, changes to the landscape included replacing barns and carriage houses with one and
G62mOF N GSNYI Odzf  NJ 3FNF3ISa +a |dzi2zY20AfSa o0SOIl Y!
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neighborhood is the barn located at 215 Packard Street, which was modified and added onto to
accommodate cars instead of being replaced. Landscape features, such as the wrought iron fence at
noymnnnn {2dziK CAFAIK ! @Sy dzS3I hndyhoutihe diSrictéand2ratRe f At I O
trees also remain from the late 4@nd early 2@ century period.

Commerceand the University of Michigan

Many of the houses in the neighborhood served as homes to merchants and their employees, and other
professions othe middle to uppemiddle class families. For example, Mr. William Wines (120 Packard
Street) was the operator of a lumber mill in Ypsilanti, and the founder of Wines and Worden clothing
business. In the 1870s his house was sold to Nelson Strong, aatheArbor pioneer who sold it to

KAa az2ynAymntl ¢ grégc&RMBE 3IDA Behn WwasSdne/E thd: founders of the Argo Milling

/ 2YLI yé& YR o0dzAfild GKS I NH2 t2¢SN) K2dz2AS AYy wMdpnood
wholesale store that ograted between the Civil War and World War |. Other residents were also
owners of shops on Main or State Street areas or employed by these shops and businesses. During the
early 20" century, they included a bike dealer, book keeper, book seller, cigaufacturer, clothiers,
department store owners and salesmeshoe store owner,draftsman, carpenter, dressmakers,
druggists, grocers, insurance salesmen, jewelers, livery operators, mailman, printer, restaurant owner
6a{ GF NbdzO1 wSail diNbeyrétary, tailgrs, teachers,Sand{UnikBsi®/ of Michigan
employees. Professionals residing in the district included University of Michigan dean and professors,
bankers, lawyers, dentist, doctor, superintendent of Ann Arbor Public Schools, and pditidia fact,

0KS &a0NBIGIOK Ff2y3 CATGK ! @Sy dzS Ay &dSnayRdtawal NA Ol C
unsuccessful candidase several council persons (then known as aldermen), one U.S. Congressional
representative, and political party leaddiged in the houses standing along that block between William

and Packard today.

In addition to commercial expansion along Main and State Streets, the city of Ann Arbor grew with the
establishment and growth of #hUniversity of Michigan. ThenWersity arrived in 1837 and settled on

land situated several blocks to the east of the district. In 1841 it opened its doors to students for the

first time. The first of many significant growth spurts occurred in the 1850s and 1860s, after Henry

Philip Tappan was hired as president in 1852. In 1865 the University of Michigan had the largest
enroliment in the United States at 1,145 studeht®resident Tappamsed a Prussian model for the
WAGBSNEAGES 2yS GKSNB & LINE Tdughtiby Ndiure CaadyirRine® griiiate 2 NA I A
& 0 dzR 8 yAs garddf this approach, therliversity stopped providing room and board for students in

1852 and asked the local residents to open up their homes to house students. This arrangement
provided additionhincome for many local families throughout the city.

. & GKS mMyTtna !'yy I NP2N KFR S@2t SR Ayid2 | adzyA @SN
hawe been invariably linked. ThenlJersity spawned several building booms that expanded the
university and the city at the same time. During thé"#hd early 28 centuries, the city raised money

through bonds and donations to construct university buildings. Several times, especially after the Civil

! Joseph A. FirsingdPassporto Ann Arbor1965.
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War, World War I, and World War I, large inids of students created housing shortages. Residents
were asked to build on their vacant lots to accommodate the need.

During the second half of the T@entury, the University of Michigan developed its School of Medicine

and University Hospitals. Begun in 1850, the School of Medicine became one of the better known
programs in the United States. The University was also the first such school to estat#isthing

hospital on campus in 1869. Between 1875 and 1945, at the same time as the medical program and
hospital/clinical program grew, Ann Arbor played host to seventeen private hospitals scattered around
the downtown ared. All were housed in mod#d private homes. The hospitals served as a place for
patients to go if they needed care that could not be obtairgchome One of these hospitals was
located at 416 South Fifth Avenue and was known as the Bifraith Private Hospital. After serviag

a private residence for almost 50 years, this stately Greek Revival was used by Drs. Cyrus Burrett and
Dean Smith, who moved their practice there from 721 East Washington. At the north end of Fourth
Avenue,the Jacobs mansion also served as the privadspital of Dr. Lynds until 1918, just before it
0SOIFYS adzSKfA3IQa CdzySNIt 12YS y2¢ aAiilddz 6SR Ay GKS

By 1900 Ann Arbor had a population of 14,509 and the University of Michigan had 3,441 students and

166 faculty members.nl1903 the Wiversity acquired additional land to expand and both the city and
a0K22f 6SNB SELISNASYOAY3d o0dAfRAYI 622Yad CNI yOA.
lived at 427 South Fifth Avenue during this time. He served as an alderm#mef&irst Ward, and

developed Hamilton Place located to the rear of his home just outside the eastern boundary of the
proposed district. The development included tightly packed houses constructed close to the street. The
1920s also reflected the increasgrowth for the city and university.

As in other neighborhoods near the university campus, a number of properties in the district
accommodated the growing numbers of University students and faculty, primarily by families taking in
boarders. For exampléirs. Allmendinger took in a number of tenants in her property at 414 South
Fourth Avenue. As early as the 1910s the house at 445 South Fifth Avenue was taking in boarders as
well. Mrs. Hughes had tenants at 441 South Fifth Avenue that included studedtfaculty at the
University of Michigan. A few houses started to be converted over into apartments to accommodate
the growing need for student housing. Possibly due to the housing crisis after World War |, the-Gaskell
Beakes house was converted into dpaents in the 1920s, one of the earliest conversions in the
proposed district. At approximately the same time, the former house across the street at 420 South
Fifth Avenue was called the Forsythe House, offering a home to ten female university students.
Another early conversion to apartments was the house at 507 South Fifth Ave., which was modified into
four units in 1936.

After World War Il the composition of the district began to change. Some of the early German families
moved out of the district wite others continue to remain to the present. Ann Arbor and threversity

2F aAOKAIlLY HSNBE LRAASR F2N) LRAdGmgl NI INRPSOKOD al
rented rooms to returning war veterans enrolling at the university. In the 1986®asingly more
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houses in the district became rental units catering to the university commuthityowever, unlike the
neighborhood to the immediate east, many houses remain as single family homes. Regardless of use, all
the houses within the district hee maintained their original residential appearance.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT

The significance of the proposed district as a whole was evaluated using methodology outlined in PA 169
of 1970, as amended, and Chapter 103, Section 8:408 of Ann ArbaCdgity The Study Committee

was guided by the criteria for evaluation issued by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of
resources in the National Register of Historic Pld88sCFR 60) Further, m 2002, the State Historic
Preservation Officeper Section 399.205 (3) of PA 169, adopted rules regarding local historic district
designation that every study committee is required to follow. Those rules state that any local historic
district--single or multiple resourcé'shall follow" the criteriadr listing in theNational Register. '

To be considered eligible for listing (and hence be designated as historically significant), a property (or
district) must meet National Register requirements for age, integrity, and significance, as described on
the National Register website:

A Age and Integrity Is the property old enough to be considered historic (generally at least 50
years old) and does it still look much the way it did in the past?

A Significance Is the property associated with events, activities, developments that were
important in the past? With the lives of people who were important in the past? With significant
architectural history, landscape history, or engineering achievements? Does it have the potential
to yield information through archaogical investigation about our past?

An eligible property must possess integrity and meet at least one of four criteria for significance:

GThe quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture is
present indistricts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:

A. that areassociated with eventshat have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history; or

B. that areassociated with the lives of persorsignificant in our past; or

C. that embody the distinctive characteristicsf a type, period, or method of constructioar that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, informatiomportant in prehistory or histong

1% _ela DuffAnn Arbor Yesterday4962, (31).
" National Register Bulletin No. 15. Criteria A, National Register of Historic Places. See section below for criteria.
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Collectively, the historic resources within the proposed Fourth and Fifth Avenue Historic District are
historically significant under National Register criteria A. Several of the resources also meet criteria B
and C at the local level of significancelhe period of significance begins in 1838, the date of
construction of the first extant resource. It ends in 1941, at the beginning of World War I, when the
combination of changes in the modern lifestyle, the advent of the automobile, the growth of the
adjacent commercialand University areas of the citgnd the rapid assimilation of the German
community into the Englisepeaking world changed the residential makeof the neighborhood.

Criterion Ab  thai afe associated with events that have made a sifigant contribution to the broad
LI GGSNYya&a 2F 2dzNJ KAal2NR dé

The proposed Fourth and Fifth Avenue historic distnieets criterion A because @ncompasses a

residential neighborhood that was establishedr Yy R K|l & & dzZNBAGSR aAyols ! yy |
provides an excellent physical representation of a neighborhood founded in the nineteenth century and
evolved through the first half of the twentieth centunL. & a0l S |yR t20FGA2y NB
downtown and the University of Michigan madei | RS&AN}I o6t S K2YS G2 Ylye
settlers, and later to business and political leaders and their employees at a time before the advent of

the automobile enabled citizens to live much farther out. That desirability is expressed in the
application of architectual styles prevalent for the perigdhe arrival of a second wave of development

(resulting in the rebuilding of many older resources through additions, reconstruction, and moving)
around the turn of the 2D century, and in the arrivand development of a new campus for one of the
OrlGeQa 2tRSA0G NBfAIA2dza AyadAddzirnzyao 5S5aLIAGS (K
the individual historic resources within the proposed district have remained the same, as has their
relationship to each other and the surrounding districts and neighborhoods. This is primarily because

the function served by these resources has also remained constant over time. Over the last decades,

the downtown lifestyle and appreciation for the uniguess of the older structures are experiencing a

renewed interest, enabling the historic resources to continue to be a functional part of the modern

world.

Criterion B X4 K+ 0 I NB | aa20A1 SR 6AGK (GKS fA@Sa 2F LISNRE?2

The districtmeets criterion B because @ontains the homes of several prominent Ann Arbor citizens

who were locally important to the development of the city. The resourcegraestrongest remaining

physical connection to their lives and contributions. The GHBleslkes House at 415 South Fifth

| gSydzS A& | 4420A1FGSR 6AGK (G662 27F -18y5y15"mbyorRaNd d LJ- & (
Samuel Beakes (188890 24" mayon. The former was alsa state representative from 18684 and

Probate Judge oWashtenaw County in the 1870sThe latter2 S NA | ¢ NBGBA&A2Yy (G2 ON
fourth charter which was adopted in 1889 aatbo served as First Ward alderman, chair of the county
Democratic Party, city treasurer, and representative in the U.S. CongHsswas the editor of the

Democratic orientedAnn Arbor ArgusBeakes Street is named after Samuel Beakes who also Reste

and Present of Washtenaw County Michigari906.
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427 South Fifth Avenue was the home of Francis M. Ham({ttal839) until hisdeath in 1914 at the age

of 75. He was the First Ward alderman before becomanBepublicaimayor of Ann Arbor from 1905
1907(34" mayor) Hewas in the real estate business adelveloped Hamilton Place, a closely clustered
group of houses situated tthe east of the district. He also built many houses on William St, Fifth Ave
and North University Ave. He gave the University of Michigan a fountain located at North University and
State Street.

433 South Fifth Avenue was the home of Herbert Slauson 1@d% through the 1930s. Slauson was a
long-time superintendent of the Ann Arbor Public Schools and has a school named after him, Slauson
Middle School. He was a descendananfi820s pioneering family.

438 South Fifth Avenue was the home of Erwin Sdhnitle also built and lived in the house at 444
{2dziK CAFTGK ! @SydzS> yR (KS (g2 K2dzaSa akKFINB GKS
time. Schmid was a direct descendant of Pastor Schmid, the pioneering German Lutheran pastor
responsible fa establishing over @ congregations in southeastern Michigan during th&" t@ntury.

Erwin Schmid was a partner in a hardware and furniture business known as Muehlig and Schmid and a
banker. Over his relatively short life (60 years), he contributedresktely to the city, serving on the city
council (including a term as chair: 191815 and several appointments to the Board of Appeals). He
was a member of the Board of Fire Commissioners (A1%3%), a member of the Ann Arbor Board of
Education (1919928, including president of the Board, 192924), superintendent of the Zion
Lutheran school and a church leader. Finally, he also served as a member of the Forest Hills Cemetery
Association board, from 1916 until his death in 1936.

444 South Fifth Avermuwas the home of William C. Walz, who besides serving as -tetmomayor

from 1909 to 1913 was also a leader in the banking industry. During the last year of his mayoral tenure

the Civic Association attempted to initiate a charter revision that woulibébe form of government of

Dayton, Ohio, however the committee was not elected until 1916. Before becoming mayor he was
president of the city council from 19a090. He was treasurer of the Democratic state central
committee and was Demaocratic countigair almost continuously from 1912941 and was a delegate to

adFdS FYR yFEiA2ylf 02y @SyiliAizyaos | S AaSNWSR | & LINB
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426 South Fourth Avenue was the home of Jacob Polhemus a prominent businesshtamenunity

member in Washtenaw County and Ann Arbor in the mid to late 19th century. He owned a successful

livery business in Ann Arbor, however his business and civic activities took him throughout Michigan and

the Midwest. By 1862, he owned 320 aciesScio Township where he served as Township Supervisor

from 184051. In 1867 Polhemus purchased the N.B. Livery located at the-sastitorner of Main

and Catherine; eventually, his grandson, Joseph Polhemus, became a partner. The Polhemus Hack And

BB C¢NIYaFSNI /2> NBYFAYSR Ay o0dzaAAySaa o0Se2yR WIF 026
transportation well into the 20th century. Polhemus was known for his hospitality and generosity and
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Criterion C dXthat embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack indivilu RA & G A y Ol A 2

The districtmeets criterion C becausedbntains an intact collectionf Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and
LGFEALYyFGS aGetsS K2dzaSasz NBLNBaSydl GAFSen@rfin G KS RA
addition to a collectia of later replacement housethat were constructed in the Colonial Revival, Dutch

Colonial Revival, and Arts and Crafts styles

Two buildings in the proposed district are architect designed. Bethlehem Church, located at 423 South
Fourth Avenue and consicted in 1895, was designed by Detroit architect Richard Rasemann in the
Romanesque Revival style with Gothic influences. A 1933 addition was desighieahigs S. Tanner or
Ralph W. Hammetsources differ) The Erwin E. Schmid house at 438 South Aifénue was designed

by architect Herman Pipp in the Arts and Crafts Style.

CONCLUSION

The Fourth and Fifth Avenyeoposed historic district is a small, but cohesive residential neighborhood

on the south side of downtown Ann Arbor. It is the survivingtipn of a once larger residential
YySAIKOo2NK22R GKIG &aSNWSR a (KS K2YS {2 az2vys 27
merchants and other businessmen of the laté"#hd early 28 century. In addition, leaders of local

politics, religion, andthe German community and its descendants established their homes in this
YSAIKO2NK22R®D ¢tKS ySAIKO2NK22RQa KA&AG2NE YANNENA
the once lively and fashionable neighborhood that it once was, both fromanitactural point of view,

as well as from an association with the early settlers, businessmen, immigrants, University of Michigan,

and political leaders.

The committee recommends that the proposed Fourth and Fifth Avenue Historic District be designated
by the Ann Arbor City Council as a local historic district. The district is significant for the physical link it
maintains to the early settlement period of Ann Arbor, for its association with German life in Ann Arbor
and association with several Ann Arlmivic and political leaders.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photograph 2¢ West side of Fourth Avenukoking south, February2010
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Photograph 4¢ 423 Sth Fourth Avenue, Betiilem Evangelical Church, February 2010
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Photograph 6¢ 415 South Fifth Avenue, Gaskell/Beakes House, February 2010
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Photographs 7 & & 432 South Fourth Avenudyouse former Bethlehem Church parsonage)
and accompanyinggarage, September 2009, February 2010
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Photograph 9 120 Packard, Wines/Dean House, November 2009

Photograph 10; Mature lilac bush and trees at 120 Packard, February 2010
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Photograph 11¢ 306 Packard, November 2009

Photograph 12; 442 South Fourth Avenue, Gottlieb Wild house, February 2010
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