
CITY OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
Community Services Area - Planning & Development Services Unit 
100 North Fifth Avenue, P.O. Box 8647, Ann Arbor, MI 48107-8647 

NOTICE AND AGENDA OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF  
THE HOUSING BOARD OF APPEALS - TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2010. 

1:00 p.m. – South Industrial Meeting Room 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

A. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 B-1 Draft Minutes of the Regular Session of July 8, 2010. 
 
C. APPEALS & ACTION  
 

C-1     548 S STATE ST – HBA10-005 
 

The owner, A A Sigma Chi, requests the following variances from the requirements of 
Chapter 105, the Ann Arbor Housing Code: 

 
1.  Section 8:514, for a time extension to complete Phase II of the required work. 

 
D. OLD BUSINESS  
 
E. NEW BUSINESS 
  
F. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS  
 
G.  AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – GENERAL (Limited to 3 minutes per speaker) 
 
H. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Persons with disabilities are encouraged to participate.  Accommodations, including sign language 
interpreters, may be arranged by contacting Planning Development Services by telephone at 794-6000, 
x42666  or by written request addressed to Planning Development Services C/O Brenda Acquaviva, 
Housing Board of Appeals, 100 N. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor, MI  48104, at least 24 hours in advance. 
 



 

        DRAFT MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE  1 
HOUSING BOARD OF APPEALS OF THE CITY OF ANN ARBOR 2 

                JULY 6, 2010 - 1:30 P.M. – 2000 SOUTH INDUSTRIAL HWY,  3 
CONFERENCE ROOM 4 

  5 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 1:35 p.m. by Chair Sandy Smith. 6 

 7 
ROLL CALL  8 

Members Present: (4) S. Smith, C. Christiansen, A. Stuart & D. Fleece 9 
 10 

Members Absent: (3) M. Goldstein, L. Wessinger and K. Busch 11 
   12 

 Staff Present: (3) P. Winters, D. Warsinski & B. Acquaviva 13 
 14 
 A - APPROVAL OF AGENDA 15 
 16 
  A-1   Approved without objection. 17 
 18 
  B - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 19 
 20 
  B-1 Draft Minutes of the May 5, 2010 Regular Session Ann and Dick Regular 21 

Session  22 
 23 

  Moved by A. Stuart, Seconded by D. Fleece, “That the draft minutes of the  24 
  May 5, 2010 Regular Session be approved as presented.” 25 

 26 
  On a VOICE VOTE – MOTION TO APPROVE – PASSED (UNANIMOUS) 27 
 28 
 C - APPEALS & ACTION  29 

 30 
C-1    HBA09-003 – 118 W. Kingsley Street 31 
 32 

Description and Petitioner Presentation 33 
 34 
The applicant is requesting a variance from The owners, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thompson, 35 
request the following variances from the requirements of Chapter 105, the Ann Arbor Housing 36 
Code: 37 
 38 

1. Section 8:503(3)(b), which requires a minimum ceiling heght of 7’, or in the case of 39 
sloping ceilings a minimum average  ceiling height of 7’ over 50% of the floor area. 40 

2. Section 8:503(1)(b), which requires sleeping rooms contain at least 70 square feet of 41 
habitable space. 42 

3. Section 8:503(3)(d), which requires openings to habitable space shall be at least 6’2 43 
high. 44 

The petitioners, Robert and Adeline Thompson, Jr. are long term landlords in Ann Arbor and 45 
had previously lived in this house for several decades.  The house is a pre-1900 single story 46 
home that has been a rental for several decades. It has one small bedroom, one bathroom,  a 47 
small study, a very large living room (304  square feet), large dining room (156 square feet), 48 
large kitchen (147 square feet) and a side room(east room) which the owners desire to rent as a 49 
bedroom.  The house has two approved means of egress (one front and one rear).. 50 



 
Section 8:503 of the Ann Arbor Housing Code  51 
 52 
This code requires a bedroom (habitable space) to meet a minimum ceiling height (7’), room 53 
width (7’) and entry door height (6’2”), all of which the East room currently does not comply with. 54 
Though a small study (56 square feet) exists which appears to meet all but the square footage 55 
requirements of a bedroom, the East room is a far larger room (104 square feet, including a 12 56 
square foot closet) which very nearly meets all the requirements for a bedroom. The East room 57 
has the following dimensions which do not meet the above three requirements: 58 
 59 

1. The room is approximately 6’11’’ wide (by 9’ in length), except in front of the closet where 60 
it is approximately 4’11” in width (by 6’ in length). The total open usable floor space is 61 
approximately 92 square feet (62% of which has the widest dimension). The closet 62 
measures 2’ by 6’ (12 square feet). Removing the closet would add 12 square feet to the 63 
room on the side having the highest ceiling height. The total room size would then be 64 
approximately 104 square feet (provided the ceiling height variance were granted). 65 
 66 

2. The ceiling, which is sloped, measures 83” down to 73.5”, with an average height of 6’6”. 67 
The ceiling height is approximately 6” too low. 68 
 69 

3. The doorway entrance to the room measures 6’1” in height.    The doorway opening is 70 
approximately 1” too low, however, it is believed to be due to a structural member. 71 

 72 
Recommendation: 73 
Staff recommends the following motions: 74 
 75 
MOTION 76 
 77 

1. “ I make a motion to grant a variance  from the ceiling heght requirements of Section 78 
8:503 (3)(B) of Chapter 105 (Ann Abor City Housing Code) to allow the existing sloped 79 
ceiling height in the East room to remain as is(for use as a bedroom), contingent on the 80 
following: 81 
 82 

a. Remove existing 2’x6’ closet located along the central wall of the room (at the high 83 
side of the ceiling) near the emergency egress window. 84 

b. Install Inteconnected smoke alarms (electrical permit required) in each bedroom, 85 
in the dining room (at a central location between both bedroom doors) and in the 86 
cellar.  87 

 88 
2.  I make a motion to grant a variance from the minimum living space requirement of 89 

Section 8:503(1) (b) of Chapter 105 (Ann Arbor City Housing Code) to allow the existing 90 
room width contingent on a. and b. listed above. 91 

 92 
3.  “I make a motion to grant a variance from the openings to habitable space requirement of 93 

Section 8:503(3)(d)  of Chapter 105 (Ann Arbor City Housing Code) to allow the existing 94 
entry door height in the East room to remain as is (for use as a bedroom), contingent on 95 
a.and b. listed above. 96 

 97 
Contingencies to be met prior to the East room being used as a bedroom.” 98 
 99 
Comments and Questions from the Board 100 
 101 
The Board discussed the appeal and put forth the following motions: 102 
 103 



 
Discussion: 104 
 105 
MOTION #1 106 
 107 

Moved by D. Fleece, Seconded by  A. Stuart “In regard to Appeal Number HBA10-003, 108 
118 W. Kingsley Street, the Board grants a variance  from the ceiling height 109 
requirements of Section 8:503 (3)(B) of Chapter 105 (Ann Abor City Housing Code) 110 
to allow the existing sloped ceiling height in the East room to remain as is (for use 111 
as a bedroom), and a variance from the minimum living space requirement of 112 
Section 8:503(1) of Chapter 106 (Ann Arbor City Housing Code) to allow the 113 
existing room width, contingent on the following: 114 
 115 
A. Install Inter-connected smoke alarms (electrical permit required) in each 116 

bedroom, in the dining room (at a central location between both bedroom 117 
doors) and in the cellar;  And,  118 

 119 
MOTION #2  120 
  121 

Moved by D. Fleece, Seconded by A. Stuart, “In regard to Appeal Number HBA10-003 122 
the Board grants a variance from the openings to habitable space requirement of 123 
Section 8:503(3)(d)  of Chapter 105 (Ann Arbor City Housing Code) to allow the 124 
existing entry door height in the East room to remain as is (for use as a bedroom), 125 
contingency “A”  listed above. 126 

 127 
Contingencies to be met prior to the East room being used as a bedroom.” 128 
 129 

MOTION #3 130 
 131 

Moved by D. Fleece, Seconded by A. Stuart, “In regard to Appeal Number  132 
HBA10-003, the Board grants a variance from the openings to habitable space 133 
requirement of Section 8:503(3)(d)  of Chapter 105 (Ann Arbor City Housing Code) 134 
to allow the existing entry door height in the East room to remain as is (for use as 135 
a bedroom), contingent on a.as listed above. 136 

 137 
On a Voice Vote – MOTION TO APPROVE – PASSED – UNANIMOUS  138 
 139 

E -           NEW BUSINESS  140 
 141 
F -   REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS – None. 142 

 143 
G -            AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – GENERAL  - None. 144 

 145 
              ADJOURNMENT 146 

 147 
The meeting was adjourned without opposition at 1:48 p.m. 148 
 149 
Minutes prepared by B. Acquaviva, Administrative Support Specialist V 150 
 151 



CITY OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
Community Services Area 

Planning & Development Services Unit 
100 North Fifth Avenue, Ann Arbor, MI 48107-8647 

www.a2gov.org 
 

Housing Board of Appeals Staff Report 
 
Subject:         HBA 2010-H-004 
                        Sigma Chi Fraternity House 
                        548 S. State St., Zoning R2B 
 
Description and Discussion: 
 
The owners, Ann Arbor Sigma Chi Residence, Inc., request a time extension to complete 
Phase II renovation that would cover repairs on the following outstanding violations that 
were cited on Inspection Report dated May 26, 2010: 
 

1. Repair Weight Room walls to a sound condition. 
2. Repair the first floor windows to open and remain open without props. 
3. Install pin locks on all grade level windows. 
4. Scrape and paint all exterior wood. 
5. Replace all rotted wood. 
6. Replace missing bricks in veneer. 
7. Tuck point brick as needed. 
8. Repair the deteriorating concrete steps at the northwest porch. 

 
The existing Sigma Chi Chapter House was built in 1912.  Now 98 years old, it has served 
the entire time as a fraternity house.  A major house renovation and upgrading (Phase I) 
was undertaken and completed in 2000.  In 2008, Peters Group Architects, P.L.C. 
completed a Renovation Feasibility Study which focuses on renovating the first floor and 
the exterior of the building which were not able to be undertaken in the 2000 renovation, 
but were planned to be implemented as soon as funding became available to the House 
Corporation. The feasibility study appears to cover the outstanding violations that are listed 
above. 
 
Section 8:514 of the Ann Arbor Housing Code: 
 
The City of Ann Arbor Housing Code allows the Housing Board of Appeals to grant 
additional extensions, not to exceed 3 months, if the required time to complete repairs is 
beyond a reasonable time that the Planning and Development Services Unit has authority 
to grant. A bond may be required to be posted to guarantee the completion of the repairs. 
The certificate of compliance for this property expired on July 1, 2009, with an initial 
inspection conducted on December 3, 2009.  A reinspection was conducted on May 26, 
2010.  The remaining outstanding violations are listed above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:         HBA 2010-H-004 - CONTINUED 
                        Sigma Chi Fraternity House 
                        548 S. State St., Zoning R2B 
 
Standards for Approval: 
 
Practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship 
 
Per the applicant: 
“Unable to secure funding to complete master plan feasibility project, due to 
present state and national economic conditions”. 
 
The time extension does not jeopardize the public health and safety. 
 
At this time there does not appear to be an immediate health and safety issue, but 
continued deterioration and lack of ventilation will affect the health and safety of the 
occupants  
 
The variance does not violate the intent of this chapter 
 
The first purpose of the Ann Arbor Housing Code is to protect the health, safety and 
welfare of residents.  Granting this variance as requested by the petitioner will violate this 
purpose.   
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends the following motion: 
 
MOTION 
 

1.  “I make a motion to approve a 3 month time extension, the maximum extension 
period the board can approve per request, in order to complete repairs to the list of 
outstanding violations cited under section 8:509   

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Terry Root 
Development Services Inspector 
 
Lisha Turner-Tolbert 
Inspection Supervisor 
 








































