






Shall Section 14.3(b) of the Ann Arbor City Charter be amended to require voter approval 
for the sale of any land within the City purchased, acquired or used for park land, while 
retaining the Section’s current requirement for voter approval of the sale of any park land 
that is designated as park land in the City of Ann Arbor Master Plan at the time of the 
proposed sale?

 □Yes            □No

RESOLVED, That the proposed Charter amendment and proposed ballot question shall be 
published in full not fewer than two times in the Ann Arbor News;

RESOLVED, That if the amendment is adopted, it shall take effect on January 1, 2009.

Sponsored:  Mayor Hieftje
Date:  July 7  2008

Approved:  City Attorney

As Amended by Ann Arbor City Council on August 18, 2008



2008 PAC Work Plan 
(updated May 31, 2008) 

 
Priority 
based on 
May retreat 

Project Team 

***** Financial information that provides for “user-friendly” transparency 
• Continue quarterly operations financial forecasting reports 
• ID city representative for providing financial information. 
• Clarification on budget issues, cuts, allocations. 

o Set up process to review budgets (Colin) with team prior to PAC 
o Understand overall budget picture in February of budget year 

2007 Goals 
• Business Intelligence; “Dash boards”  
• Understanding of different resources for the parks system (millage, General Fund; 

enterprise funds, acquisition millage) 
• Include financial data on website, millage financial information on website 
• Transparency in financial information 

Brigit 
Sam 
John 
Gwen 
 
Colin Smith 
Tom Crawford 

***** Capital expenditures and Park development process 
• Create flow chart of park development process 

o PAC check in points 
o Site visits 

• Review capital improvement plans for City and Parks 2012 
o Set priorities 
o Project list, ongoing, re-evaluation 

• Add Capital Improvement Plan and Millage Plan on website 
2007 Goals 
• Flowcharts and timelines with specific points for PAC input 
• How are projects identified 
• Document the process for park projects development/redevelopment 

Gwen 
Linda 
Scott 

**** 
*** 

Parks and Recreation organization issues 
• Understand organization structure and responsibilities 
• Share organizational chart 
• Forestry operations information and understanding (received three votes as separate 

issue) 

Sam 
Brigit 
Gwen 
John 
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*** 
** 

Public Interface 
• Record of public concerns 
• User friendly system for public to report concerns 
• What information is needed on website? 
• Complaint line for users on playground issues (wasp nests!) 
2007 Goals 
• Gather input, comment cards, follow-up 
• Signage on-site to designated Millage-funded projects (received two votes as a separate 

issue) 
• Develop a special logo for Millage Projects 

Julie 
Tim 
Gwen (ad-hoc) 
Brigit (ad-hoc) 
 
Staff 

**** Athletic Field conditions 
• Monitor progress of projects and funding. 
• Review fees and reservation system 
• Understand and promote Rec &Ed interface with Park programs (See Rec &Ed 

Interface with City) 
• Assist in development of field maintenance and use policies 
2007 Goals 
• Measure quality of fields 
• user input for perceived quality 
• Checklists/assessment of fields 

David 
Tim (ad hoc) 
Julie 
 

*** Golf Course planning and operations decisions. 
• Develop new recommendations for golf investments 
• Promote/review feasibility study for alternative uses (Scott) 
• Task Force PAC representation 

Julie 
John 
Scott (ad hoc) 

** Rec and Ed interface with City 
• Clarify operational procedures and responsibilities 

Tim 

* PAC and City Council interface 
• PAC member present at CC meetings 
•  

Linda 
Scott 

* Argo Dam disposition and other Huron River environmental proposals 
• Attend meetings and report out to PAC 
 

Scott 
David (ad hoc) 

* Allen Creek Greenway 
• Provide updates on progress 

Linda 
Brigit  
Gwen 
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* Ballot Initiative for Charter Amendment Placing Limits on Sale of a City Park 
• Monitor and show report on progress 
• 2007 goal to pass PAC resolution calling for ballot initiative completed but Council 

resolution failed (brought forward by Bob Johnson) 

Linda 
Gwen 
Brigit (ad-hoc) 

* Regional Park System Feasibility 
• Investigate county wide parks millage 
2007 Goals 
• Acquisition of a large parcel to provide for development of a regional park (LAC) 
• Partnerships with other agencies, Washtenaw County, Townships  

Sam 

* Develop Process for park development  
• Flowcharts and timelines with specific points for PAC input 
• How are project identified 
• Document the process for park projects development/redevelopment 

Brigit 
Sam 

 2007 Projects that carried over  
* Notice of Public Meetings re Park Development Plans 

• PAC members in attendance 
• Notice in PAC packet 
• Notice by email 
 

Staff 

 Adopt – A – Park Staff 
 User fees/revenue policy and sponsorships Staff 
 Clarify roles of Dean Fund Committee, Cobblestone Farm Association, Kempf House 

Board 
Staff 

 Parking space lease agreement Staff 
 Planning Commission Interface 

• Developer-initiated projects 
• Getting early information from Planning 
• Staff-initiated projects 

Linda 
Gwen 
Sam 

Complete Clear definition of Natural Area 
• Definition of appropriate activities in Natural Area 
• Guidelines for Natural Areas 
• Lower quality Natural areas 
 

Gwen 
Scott 

 

D-2



City Council Items Update List

Project Description Cost Staff Council Date Council Action
Source of 
Funding 

Resolution to approve an amendment to a lease agreement 
with the Ann Arbor Rowing Club to reimburse the City for the 
cost of a storage shed for the use by the rowing club NA AK ? NA
Agreement Between the City of Ann Arbor and Washtemaw 
Community College to enter into a Recreation Programming 
Partnership NA CS 9/22/2008 communication NA
Resolution renaming Terhune Pioneer Cemetery to Terhune 
Pioneer Memorial Park for Public Clarification NA CS 9/22/2008 NA
Resolution to approve a contract to renovate the play area at 
Riverside Park 28,750.00 AK 9/8/2008 approved Fund 071
Resolution to approve a contract to renovate play areas at 
Leslie Park 35287.13 AK 9/8/2008 approved Fund 0071
Resolution to approve a contract to renovate Cobblestone 
Farm Barn to accommodate the Parks and Recreation 
Customer Service Center $37,259.50 AK 7/7/2008 approved Fund 0018
Resolution to approve a contract to renovate pathways at 
Leslie Park, Huron Highlands Park, Sugarbush Park and 
South Maple Park $39,758.00 AK 7/7/2008 approved Fund 0071
Resolution To Approve Contract Change Order No. 1, 
Increasing the Total Contract Amount to $163,174.00 for 
Completion of Swift Run Dog Park Construction $19,475.50 JD 4/7/2008 approved Fund 0018
Resolution to Approve a Construction Contract with Allied 
Building Services, Inc. to Implement Phase I of the Market 
Master Plan- Existing Canopy Improvements $95,645.00 JD 3/17/2008 approved Fund 0046

Resolution Creating Golf Courses Advisory Task Force NA - 3/17/2008 approved NA

Resolution to approve a Construction project for game court 
renovation at Burns Park Tennis Courts, Ellsworth Park 
Basketball Court, and Leslie Park Basketball Courts

$109,796.00 AK 3/3/2008 approved Fund 0071

Resolution to approve purchase and installation of restroom 
facilities at Bandemer and Olson Parks $154,013.00 AK 3/3/2008 approved Fund 0018

Resolution to Approve a Construction Contract for 
renovations to the Buhr Park Main Pool Marcite Liner $28,400.00 JD 2/19/2008 approved Fund 0071
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Resolution to approve a partnership agreement with 
Community Action Network for operation of Bryant and 
Northside Community Centers

$59,088.00 CS 1/7/2008 approved General Fund

Resolution to approve purchase of two zamboni unites for 
the total purchase amount of $144,300 $144,300.00 DS 11/19/2007 approved Fleet Fund and 

Fund 0071
Resolution to approve a construction contract for Bandemer 
Park Site Renovations $149,415.00 AK 10/1/2007 approved Fund 0025

Resolution to approve a construction contract for the Swift 
Run Dog Park $143,698.00 JD 9/4/2007 approved Fund 0018
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Park Planning Capital Project Update 
 

September, 2008 
  
Bandemer Park 

• Site renovations, including parking, storm water retention, landscaping, a dirt bike 
course and the disc golf course are complete.  

• Vault-style restrooms were delivered and installed.  There is one double restroom 
building on the north end near the disc golf course, and one on the south end of 
the park near the rowing facility and dirt bike jump course. There is also a small 
storage building for rowing equipment. 

• Concrete approach pads have been installed at each restroom, along with site 
restoration. 

• Bids for electrical service to the restroom building by the rowing clubs have been 
received and that work should occur later this month. 

 
Buhr Park  

• The topographic survey work to reconstruct the pathway from Essex Drive to 
Allen School has been completed.  We will be working with the consulting team 
of BRI and ECT to finalize design plans. 

• Topographic data has also been collected for relocating the path from Easy 
Street to the interior parking lot path system. 

• A new sign will be installed at the Packard Road location. 
• Design work to improve accessibility from the parking lot to the building entry is 

underway. Spring `09 construction is planned. 
  
Cobblestone Farm Barn 

• The lower level office area is being reconfigured to accommodate a new Parks 
and Recreation Services Customer Service Center. Work is nearly complete, with 
office furniture delivery scheduled for September 26th. 

• Exterior renovations, including a pathway, benches, permanent awning, 
landscaping and lighting have been approved by the Cobblestone Farm 
Association and Historic District Commission. Bids are out for the pent roof to 
replace the awnings, and a bid will go out shortly for lighting, the walkway and 
landscaping. 

 
Consultant Proposals 

• Proposals were submitted for general Landscape Architecture, Architecture and 
Engineering services to help expedite several projects, including the Cobblestone 
kitchen renovations, bridge repairs, retaining wall repairs, stormwater basins, and 
minor architectural work at several facilities. Four consulting firms were chosen 
who will be on retainer for these and other projects, and work will be proceeding 
shortly on several projects. 

  
Game Court Color Coating and Paving 

• Color coat surfacing on several basketball and tennis courts are complete. Only 
the surface at Mary Beth Doyle Park needs to be finished.  

• The rubberized basketball court surface at Southeast Area Park has several 
failures.  Repair options are currently being investigated.  Companies 
specializing in these types of surfaces have been contacted for quotations. 
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Leslie Park  
• Park improvements will include a new play area, park furniture and landscaping 

and will take place in the fall of 2008. Bids were received, and the project is on 
the September 8th City Council agenda. 

  
Market Project 

• The solar panels are operational and producing electricity. 
• We are hopeful that Phase 1 work will resume soon. Phase 1 work includes 

installing a PA system, lighting upgrades, and painting the entire frame structure. 
These elements are currently on hold pending ongoing staff analysis. 

• Our consultant team and city staff continues to explore alternative funding 
options.  Conversations with Systems Planning are underway in which a green 
roof option for the new shed structure may be possible and stormwater 
management features might qualify for funding. The Kresge Foundation grant did 
not make this round for funding.   

 
Mary Beth Doyle Park  

• The temporary fencing remains in-place to protect the wetland area. The plan 
now is to leave it in-place through the end of this growing season and may 
remain until next spring.  

• We conducted a public meeting with disc golf players on September 10th. 
Conceptual plans for the new disc golf course were reviewed and discussed. It is 
anticipated that a portion of the course make open for play late this fall. Other 
areas will require work throughout the winter to clear some vegetation. 

• Discussions with an equipment vendor and contractor are underway to replace 
the playground amenities. A fall installation may not occur.  

 
Olson Park 

• The paving of the final course of asphalt on the parking lot and driveways has 
been postponed due to the work that planned for the soccer fields. 

• The new restroom building has been installed.  
• A concrete walkway has been installed to access the restroom. Site restoration is 

also complete. 
• Bids for electrical service to the restroom building have been received and that 

work should occur later this month. 
• Management of the created natural areas continues.  
• Areas disturbed by the restroom installation contractor are being repaired. 

 
Riverside Park 

• The play area is being replaced. The equipment has been ordered, and the 
construction project will be on the September 8th Council meeting. 

  
South Maple Park 

• Replacement of the walkway connection to the housing units adjacent to the park 
will be completed in the fall of 2008 using developer contributions. 

  
Sculpture Plaza 

• The sculpture has returned!  Some minor work to close a gap between the 
pavement and the bottom of the sculpture needs to be completed. 
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Trail and pathway repairs 
• Replacement of the sidewalks at Sugarbush, Huron Highlands, Leslie Park 

frontage on Pontiac Trail, and South Maple Park will be completed this Fall. 
• The asphalt pathways within Sugarbush and Southeast Area Parks have been 

repaired using city paving crews. 
• The pathway between Allen School and Essex Drive in Buhr Park will be 

designed to comply with ADA guidelines. It will incorporate installation of 
additional rain garden features as identified in the Buhr Park Stormwater Master 
Plan. 

 
West Park 

• A public meeting was held on July 8th at the Northside Community Center to 
discuss updates to the master plan and potential improvements to the park. 
Discussion included issues pertaining to storm water, programming, circulation 
and recreation amenities.  A second public meeting will be held on September 
25th to discuss conceptual master plan ideas. 
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MACK INDOOR POOL > Valid Sept. 2, 2008, to May 22, 2009. Adult: 
Resident, $125; non-resident, $150; Youth/Senior: Resident, $90; 
non-resident, $110; *Family: Resident, $200; non-resident, $250. 
*Rate for up to five family members (two adults and three children). 
Each additional child is $5.

American Red Cross group swim classes are offered at Mack Indoor 
Pool for ages 6 months to adult beginners. Class levels 1-3, parent/
child and adult run 30 minutes each, while class levels 4-6 run 45 
minutes each. Class size is limited. We'll let you know if you're on a 
waiting list for a class as soon as possible. Call 734.994.2898.

visit www.a2gov.org/mack

FALL EQUINOX PADDLE/BONFIRE > Argo Canoe Livery will open Satur-
day, Sept. 20 until 10 p.m. to allow for late night canoeing with only fire 
and the moon to guide your way. Cost is $18/boat,no pre-registration 
required. Celebrating by canoeing or kayaing up to a blazing bonfire 
on Argo Pond.

Call 734.668.7411 for details or visit www.a2gov.org/canoe

FARMERS MARKET > What's fresh this month? apples, beans, eggplant, 
melons, peppers, potatoes, sweet corn, squash, tomatoes. Please 
remember no dogs at the market (Wednesdays & Saturdays)> Thank 
you very much for understanding.

Visit www.a2gov.org/market for the latest news

ONLINE REGISTRATION > Registration for the 2008-09 fall/winter 
season is underway. If you havne't picked up a new program guide go 
online to www.a2gov.org/parks or stop by any facility and the downtown 
library for a copy.

Online registration begins Aug. 25 for fall/winter classes.

LESLIE PARK GOLF COURSE > Fall Scramble, Sept. 19, 9 a.m. $50 per 
person includes four-person scramble and breakfast/lunch/prizes. 
Pre-registration required. Also, Longest Hardest Day of Golf, Oct. 18 
at 9 a.m. Two-person scramble w/breakfast/lunch/prizes. Tee off from 
the "tips" with pins placed in the hardest possible locations.

Visit www.golflesliepark.com or call 734.994.1163.

HURON HILLS GOLF COURSE > Nite-Lite Golf every Friday evening 
in September. Cost is $12 per person. Flashlights are required for 
particpants. Play seven holes with glow-in-the-dark golf balls and pin 
markers.

www.golfhuronhills.com or call 734.971.6840

VET'S CUSTOMER APPRECIATION SKATE > Same day public skating 
opens for the season. Come check out the arena. Appreciation event 
from 1-2:30 p.m. Refreshments/skating free (skate rental, $3). To 
learn more about skating classes, hockey leagues and more visit us 
online at www.a2gov.org/vets.

Call 734.761.7240 or visit us at 2150 Jackson Road

YOGA @ the SENIOR CENTER > Fee: $75/$60 resident discount. Try 
a gentle approach to fitness through Yoga. Stretch to develop correct 
body alignment along with balance, flexibility and concentration. 
Participants must be ambulatory and able to get up and down from 
the floor unassisted. Call 734.769.5911.

Tuesdays, 1 to 2:30 p.m. Session I: Sept. 16 to Oct. 28; Session II: 
Nov. 4 to Dec. 16. 

Park facility 
maintenance
Senior Center: All HVAC airducts profes-
sionally cleaned. Interior of the Center 
painted.
 
Northside Community Center: Kitchen-
ette remodeled for Community Action 
Network to serve food to children at-
tending programs there this summer.  
The kitchen was painted, new Armstrong 
tile floor installed, new countertops and 
commercial oven. New carpet to be in-
stalled later this month.
 
Leslie Park Golf Course: Parking lot re-
sealed and parking lines repainted. 
 
Bryant Community Center: New carpet 
installed in Septmeber. Damaged gut-
ters and missing siding was replaced 
and repaired. PVC non-crushable down-
spouts were installed on the playground 
side of the building.  
 
Cobblestone Farmhouse Museum: 
The entire east porch decking at 
Cobblestone Farmhouse Museum was 
replaced and painted using Douglas 
fir wood The damaged ridgeline of the 
museum was replaced with new cedar 
shake ridge tiles.
 
Veteran's Memorial Park: Four rusting/
steel exit doors (east side) were re-
placed and the project is now complete.

September 2008A2 PAC
update    

City of Ann Arbor Parks & Recre-
ation: Lot of things to do and see 
this summer. Here's just a sam-
pling in the month of September...

To learn more about Ann Arbor Parks & Recreation and to register visit www.a2gov.org/parks
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