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City of Ann Arbor

Public Meeting No. 3
Held April 14, 2009 at New Hope Baptist Church
The purpose of the third meeting was to present a concept plan based on input from the first two meetings and obtain final comments to move forward with detailed planning. Amy Kuras opened the meeting with introduction of the process and the consultants who are working on the storm water master plan. We reviewed the previous steps, and presented the input that had been received at the last meeting. 
DonTilton, a consultant working on the project, reviewed the opportunities and constraints regarding storm water management for West Park:
· Grassed Swales and/or Streams - Don noted that the streams could be dry at times.

· Constructed Wetlands sized to collect and treat water from West Park and perhaps to collect and treat water from off-site. (Seventh Street)

· Water Feature - could have hard or soft edges, cold have open water, could be a sediment basin. This would be a functional element responsible for cleansing of the water.

· Wildlife Habitat - Amphibians (frogs and toads), Song Birds (nesting in the rushes and reeds).

Amy Kuras reviewed two concepts developed for the site:
· Concept No.1 – maintained the baseball field, created a path system through the park that avoided the low areas, provided a restroom facility, provided community gardens, reconfigured the parking lot to be more efficient, maintained the band shell, created a walking path on the south bank in the vicinity of the original Native American Trail, relocated the basketball courts to higher ground, and created a water feature in the wishbone shape of the original Allen Creek tributary, and terminated the feature as an integral part of the new playground.
· Concept No. 2 – showed a soccer field in place of the baseball field, created a path system through the park that avoided the low areas and provided internal looped alternatives, provided a restroom facility, provided community gardens, reconfigured the parking lot to be more efficient, maintained the band shell, created a walking path on the south bank in the vicinity of the original Native American Trail, relocated the basketball courts to higher ground, and created a water feature in the wishbone shape of the original Allen Creek tributary, and terminated the feature as an integral part of the new playground.
Questions/input/concerns from meeting attendees were as follows:
· Access to the park can be difficult for neighbors with mobility issues. Lurie Terrace and Miller Manor residents were some of those having difficulty accessing the park.

· Water Features are a great idea, Mother Nature laughs last, stop trying to control the water.

· One participant indicated that they liked the paths shown on higher ground.

· What will the water feature be and how much water will it have?

· Baseball representative: there are 22 teams that utilize 2 fields, his one is a historic site, it has great sight lines, best place to play baseball in SE Michigan (?), 2 high school teams play there in the spring, would like the restrooms and pavilion back for the families that come to watch the games, disagrees that the looped trail can not go around the field.

· Baseball representative also felt that it wasn’t reasonable to have the community gardens here, that it could go anywhere, and that it didn’t seem very convenient for Miller Manor residents.

· Project Grow representative: Need more locations for community gardens, need flat ground, need available water source, current gardens have a waiting list that is very long.

· YMCA - would like to see the baseball field stay, athletic field at sw corner low and not well drained.

· Community High Ultimate Frisbee uses the athletic field in the sw corner.

· One participant indicated that seats at the bandshell would be great!

· MCA is looking at expanding it’s youth volunteer program, perhaps they could help.

· One participant was concerned about the steep slopes and limited access. Could we create terraces to help negotiate the slopes, protect the slopes from erosion, provide seating (there used to be concrete bleachers built into the slope?) Could we have boardwalks on the slopes for access?

· Lurie Terrace Director - Shuffleboard court could be fixed, resurface and paint. They could supply the equipment. They would like to get a little competition going between Lurie Terrace and Miller Manor with 4 teams competing.

· Lurie Terrace - Would like to see some benches at the tennis courts.

· Could the looped walk have a parcourse?

· Are ADA issues being addressed?

· Allen Creek Watershed representative - Students currently working on designs for West Park. We should take a look at them. Someone tried to drill a well but it couldn’t be completed due to an artesian well effect. Would like to see the Allen Creek be day lighted. Porous Pavement can handle tremendous amounts of water. Water features for interpretive value.

· One participant would like to have a lake for birds and ducks.

· One participant would like to see the playground updated.

· One participant would like to see a nontraditional play area that utilizes the water feature.

· Pipes are flowing even when it is dry.

· Day lighting of Allen Creek should be considered in the long term not the short term due to pollution levels.

· What happens if the master plan demands keep increasing? What is the time horizon for the master plan? 2 years? 5 years? 10 years? 20 years?

· Parking - need more. Could we add parking at the Seventh Street North entrance?

· Edible Plants - Consider edible plants in the park: berry bushes, pears, apricots, elderberries, serviceberries, etc. He would be willing to do some maintenance.

Next Steps:

· Do some more homework

· Evaluate feasibility

· Develop what some of the ideas might look like

· Bring back a more refined plan that incorporates the facts.

