PRELIMINARY REPORT
PROPOSHBOURTH AND FIFTH AVENUE ORIC DISTRICT STUDY
ADOPTED, FEBRUARY20&0

CHARGE OF THE STUDY COMMITTEE
Pursuantto Chapter 103, Section 8:408 of Ann Arbor City Code, the Fourth and Fifth Avenue Historic

District Study Commit® o6 a{ GdzReé / 2YYAGGSS¢0 41 a Sadrof AakKSR
evaluate aresidential area just south of downtown Ann Arbor determine if it meets criteria for

historic district designation. The Study Committee was established by Council vatgyast 17, 2009

and members were appointed on September 8, 2009. The Study Committee was given until September
2010 to complete its work and make its recommendation to City Coumdile form of a report. The

City Counciblso passed a resolution estébhing a shmonth moratorium on building permits in the
proposedhistoric district that expired on February 6, 2010. Ansonth extension of the moratorium

was passed by City Council on February 1, 2010, extending it until August 6, 2010.

STUDY COMMIEE MEMBERS

Patrick McCauley, Chais, a graduate of the University of Michigan with a BA in History. He has worked
on older and historic homes for over 20 years with his family's painting busikeskas restored three
houses on his own since 2001, awdn a Rehabilitation Award from th&nn Arbor hbtoric District
Commission in 2007 for the rehaldliton of his 1845 Greek Revixsllehouse.

Kristi Gilbert, Vice Chaiis a ten year resident of the Old West SideKS Kl a | al adSNDa
HistoriO t NBASNDIF A2y FTNRBY 9l adSNYy aAOKAIAlLY | YADBSNEBAG
Historic Properties Historic District Study Committ&he is a member of th&nn ArborHistoric District
Commissiofa ! yydzZf ! gFNRa / 28YRADKS IIFyR |1 AE&NIZSA O2y NB K
Historic Resources Council Committee.

Ina HanelGerdenichis an architectural historian and presengtiplanner. She obtained her Masteof
Sciencedegree in historic preservation from Eastern Michigan Univweraitd is a preservation
consultant. Her clients have included local units of government, institutions of higher education, non
profit organizations and private property owner$o date she has served on four historic district study
committees in the locaarea andhasrehabilitated two houses.She has also served on the board of
directors of the Washtenaw County Historical Society, the Kempf House Center for Local History, and the
Michigan Barn Preservation Network.

Rebecca Lopez Kriss a Masters Candate at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy at the
University of Michigan. She currently sits on the board of the Ann Arbor Area Chamber of Commerce
and volunteers in various capacities throughout the city. The 4th and 5th Avenue Historic District
Committee is her first experience with preservation; she enjoys research, training and education.
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Planningrom the University of Pennsylvania in 2006. Shedwsed on the Ann Arbor Historic District
Commission since the summer of 2007, and is currently chair.

Tom Whiaker is a resident of the Germantown neighborhood where he lives with his family in a
restored home. He has a Bachelor's degree in constructnoanagement and a Master's degree in
historic preservation from Eastern Michigan University, as well as a graduate certificate in real estate
development from the University of Michigamde formerly worked for the Christman Company, where

he helped managéhe restoration of the University of Notre Dame's Main Administration Buildldg.

also managed construction projects for U of M, including historic restorations of Hill Auditorium and the
Rackham School of Graduate StudiBseviously, he served on th&est Area Plan Steering Committee

for the City of Ann Arbor.

Susan Winebergs a historic preservationist with a degree from Eastern Michigan University. She has
served on the Ann Arbor Historic District Commission three times, served as President of the
Washtenaw County Historical Society for five years, and continues to serve as Chair of the Awards
Committee of the Ann Arbor Historic District Commission. She has also served on and chaired many local
historic district study committees. She lives in an 1886ek Revivadtyle house in the Old Fourth Ward
Historic District.

The study committee was assisted in its work by Jill Thacher, AICP, City Planner with the City of Ann
Arbor and Kristine Kidorf of Kidorf Preservation Consulting.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DCSITR

The proposed historic district is shown on the attached district map. It is generally bounded by South
Fourth and Fifth Avenues, running approximately one block beginning just south of William Street to and
including both sides of Packard Street om tfouth edge of downtown Ann Arbor. The topography is
primarily flat, with a slight slope downward toward Packard Street. South of Packard Street there is a
steep hill. The district is an urban neighborhood, with concrete sidewalks and tree lawnacantai

mix of newer and mature trees on both sides of the streets. South Fifth Avenue is two lanes wide of
one-way, southbound traffic, with a bike lane, and South Fourth Avenue and Packard Street are two
lanes wide with tweway traffic. The nortisouth alley to the west of Fourth Avenue is one lane wide
and has several garages adjacent to it. It is one of the few alleys in the downtown area that remains
partially residential in character.

There are fortysix residential buildings and one church in tistrict. The houses have varying front
yard setbacks, but all generally have front yards with smaller side yards. The houses on the southwest
corners of South Fourth and Fifth Avenues where Packard intersects have large irregularly shaped lots

because @ t F O]l F NRQa | y3dzZ FNJ FfAIYyYSyio tK2asS Kz2dzaSa
east and west, while those located on Packard Street face north and south.

The houses in the district vary in size and style. There are smalnoFeehalf story ad two-story
Greek Revivadtyle houses and twanda-half story Queen Anne houses, many with vernacular
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detailing. There are a few Italianastyle and several Arts and Crafityle houses. The majoritf the

houses are sided with clapboard, some ofiethhas been covered with artificial siding, and there are a
number of brick and stucco houses. The German Church is a large stone Gothic Revival structure with
several additions. Eleven of the houses have older garages, including one that is attaahmno

There are a number of landscape features in the district. The majority of properties have mature trees
in the front and/or rear yards, including those planted in a pattern at 120 Packard and an old one at rear
between 314 and 308 Packard. Sepeoperties have mature (possibly lilac) bushes in the front and/or
side or rear yards. The historic fencing in the district consists of a wrought iron fence shared by two
properties and one example of a wood frame fence with a middle section of metdechwire. The

latter is unique in that it includes one section topped with old wrought iron cresting. Both fences have
associated gates.

INVENTORY

Portions of the district were surveyed as part of larger surveys by the city of Ann Arbor in 1973, 1975,
1976, 1978, 1982, 1988 and 1990. Copies of the survey forms and photographs are located at the City of
Ann Arbor in the offices of the Community Services Area, Planning and Development Services Unit.

An intensive level survey was conducted of the study arethe study committee. Copies of the survey
forms are on file at the City of Ann Arbor in the offices of the Community Services Area, Planning and
Development Services Unit.

COUNT OF HISTORIC AND DN ORIC RESOURCES

There are a total of forggeven pimary and fourteen secondary buildings in the district. One wrought
iron fence (438 and 444 South Fifth Avenue) and one wood frame fence with wrought iron cresting and
metal chicken wire middle (442 South Fourth Avenue), both with associated gatespatsbute to the
district. One hundred percent of the resources contribute to the district, with the exception of one
garage at 445 South Fourth Avenue.

LIST OF RESOURCES

407 South Fifth Avenug1902¢ Bannister House

411 South Fifth Avenue 1901¢ Andew Reule House

415South Fifth Avenue 1838, 1859 GaskeHBeakes House

416 South Fifth Avenue c. 1860¢ Zebedee Waldron House

419 South Fifth Avenue 1902¢ Henry Mann House

427 South Fifth Avenue c. 1896¢ Francis M. Hamilton House

433 South Fiftt Avenueg 1850s1880s¢ Sidney Clarkson/Herbert Slauson House, 2 garages
437 South Fifth Avenue 1866¢ John McCarthy House



438 South Fifth Avenue1925¢ Erwin Schmid House, 1 garage, wrought iron fence
441 South Fifth Avenue 1908¢ Christeena Broddouse

444 South Fifth Avenue 1905¢ Erwin Schmid House, 1 garage, wrought iron fence
445 South Fifth Avenue 1890¢ Frank J. Lewis House, 1 garage

450 South Fifth Avenue c. 1850¢ Uri Bassett House

500 South Fifth Avenue1894¢ Emmanuel Wagner House

504 South Fifth Avenue 1911¢ Herman Stierle House, barn

506 South Fifth Avenuel1888- Alfred T. Bruegel House

507 South Fifth Avenue c. 1886, 1913 move/remodelunknown, 1 garage

509 South Fifth Avenugl1927-28 ¢ Thomas Corbett House, 1 garage

515 South Fifth Avenue 187478 ¢ George Haller House, 1 garage (1924)

408 South Fourth Avenugl1902¢ Karl Guthe House, 1 garage (1988), hitching post
414 South Fourth Avenuec. 1920¢ Sophia Allmendinger House

417 South Fourth Avenugl903¢ Jonatlon Stanger House

423 South Fourth Avenue 1896, 1933; Bethlehem Evangelical Church

426 South Fourth Avenue 1861-63- Jacob A. Polhemus House

430South Fourth Avenuec. 1860¢ Rose Cummings House

432 South Fourth Avenue 1924¢ Bethlehem Evangelic@lhurch Parsonage, 1 garage
434 South Fourth Avenug1916¢ Emil Calman House

436 South Fourth Avenue 1916¢ Frank Bolich House

437 South Fourth Avenuec. 1915¢ John and Fredericka Mayer House

442 South Fourth Avenue 1894¢ Gottlieb Wild House, 1 gage, wood and wrought iron fence/gate
445 South Fourth Avenue 1890¢ George and Emma Wahr House, 1 womtributing garage
451 South Fourth Avenue 1850s80s¢ William W. Wines House

300 East Jefferson Streetil8991901¢ Daniel and Nancy White House

120 Packard Street1848¢ William W. Wines/Dean House, 1 garage

126 Packard Street c. 1880s; Dr. Samuel A. Jones House

200 Packard Streetc. 1865¢ Edward Briggs House

209 Packard Streetc. 1910¢ unknown

214 Packard Streetc. 1883¢ Charles Wager House



215Packard Street 1880-83 ¢ Catherine Mogk House, 1 barn with garage addition
216 Packard Street1819¢ Griffith Cossar House

219 Packard Street185366 ¢ Cole House (1894)

220 Packard Streetc. 1860¢ Johnson House

226 Packard Streetc. 1910¢ unknown

228 Packard Streetc. 1908¢ Gustav Sodt House

305 Packard Street1915¢ Barker House

306Packard Street c. 1890¢ Reinhardt House

314 Packard Street1894¢ Walter C. Mack House

BOUNDARY DESCRIMNIO

The district is generally bourd by the east and west sides of South Fourth and Fifth Avenues south of
William Street to and including the south side of Packard Street, more specifically described as:

Beginning at a point sixty feet north of the south lot line of Lot 15, Block 4 SRatige 4 East of the

Original Plat of Ann Arbor; then west approximately 130 feet to the west line of the alley running north

and south between South Main Street and South Fourth Avenue; then south along said west line to the

NW corner of that portion ofat 18 lying southwest of Packard Street, Block 5 South, Range 4 East of the

LYy T NDP2NJ [FYR /2YLIyeQa ! RRAGAZ2YT (GKSy O2yiGAydzAy
wky3aS n 9lad 2F GKS 'yy 1 Nb2NI [ | YR orthBorfedt; thénQa ! RR.
East 66 feet; then Southeast approximately 80 feet across South Fourth Avenue to 2bifaet
northof a2 dzi KgSad O2NYySNJ 2F [20 WX .£201 p {2dz2iKZI wl
Addition; then east 47.5 feet; then souttB feet; then east approximately 130 feet to the east line of Lot
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East approximately 130 feet to the northeast corner of Lot 11, Block 5 South, Ranged® thasinn
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line of South Fifth Avenue and the southwest line of Packard Street; then South on the east line of South

Fifth Avenue 95.5 feet; then defleng 79 degrees, 50 minutes left for 67 feet; then deflecting right 73

degrees for 33.1 feet; then southeasterly to the east line of Lot 14, Block 5 South, Range 6 East of the
LYY INB2NJ[FYR /2YLIyeQa ! RRAGAZ2Y T ukakdSifeetptileNIi K ¢ ™
continuing North to the centerline of Packard Street, then northwesterly to the east line of Lot 2, Block 5
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feet; then West 84 feet; then North 66 feet to the south line of East Jefferson Sttrest continuing

North across Jefferson Street to the north line of East Jefferson Street; then East 37 feet; then North 56

feet; then East 5 feet; then North 34 feet; then East 42 feet; then North 42 feet; then East 16.5 feet;

then North 132 feet; then \&/st 16.5 feet; then North 66 feet; then East 16.5 feet; then North 132 feet;



then West 148.5 feet to the east line of South Fifth Avenue; then continuing West to the west line of
South Fifth Avenue; then South approximately 88 feet to the northeast carheot 13, Block 4 South,
Range 5 East of the Original Plat of Ann Arbor; then West to the centerline of South Fourth Avenue; then
North to the Point of the Beginning.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

In general, the proposed district boundaries were defined byAha Arbor City Council in its resolution
dated August 17, 2009. The southern boundary has been modified to include properties on the south
side of Packard Street. The properties contribute to the historic character of the district, and include an
important pioneer house at 120 Packard that was constructed by the Wines family and was previously
recognized by the city as an individual historic property.

The district is bounded on the north by the William Street Historic District. The eastern boundagsech
the eastern boundary of the original plat of Ann Arbor. This area and that along the southern boundary
of the district are marked by residential areas illustrating contextual themes separate from those of the
proposed district. To the east lies Hamilt®lace, a cluster of houses associated with a development by
land owner Francis Hamilton in the earlywdfentury. Farther south, the area to the east along Packard
Street includes newer apartment buildings. South of the Packard Street properties théégns to

slope steeply. As in the area to the east of the district, the area to the south includes houses of
architectural interest, particularly along South Fifth Avenue. These properties are associated with
working class families whose neighborho@yalved around several factories and a lumber yard in the
low land along East Madison Street. The historical association with early settlement and civic leaders is
not as strong in this neighborhood as in the proposed district. The western boundary pfdbesed
district is defined by modern commercial buildings along Main Street, which are not congruous with the
history or architecture of the proposed district.

HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT

The Fourth and Fifth Avenue district is located at the intersectialn NS S 1 S& St SySy i a
settlement history: early settlement, German ethnic settlement, and settlement associated with the
University of Michigan. Located on the southern edge of the downtown, the area was initially
developed by early Americafankees immigrants as part of the original plat filed by founders John Allen
and Elisha Walker Rumsey. A number of prominemtcehtury citizens lived here. To the west, just
across Main Street, is what is now called the Old West Side, the largesibadigod of German
immigrants in the city. Some of that German settlement spilled over into the Fourth and Fifth Avenue
district as well. German families in the neighborhood included the Mann, Schmid, and Walz families.
Finally, the neighborhood was alsettled by students and faculty associated with the expanding
University of Michigan.

27



Early Settlement and the Development of a Residential Neighborhood

Ann Arbor was founded in 1824 by John Allen and EWghiker Rumsey who platted the village and

registered it in Detroit a®Ann Arboure The plat consisted of mostly rectangular blocks, each with an

alley running along the length of the middle of the bldcK/ariations to this format existed for the

parcels around the center public square and otkelected parcels, particularly those along the eastern
boundary. The latter includes those properties along the east side of South Fifth Avenue in the study

area. The village grew quickly from fifty people in 1824 to over four hundred people just three yea

later when it became the Washtenaw County seat. John Allen was elected the first village president

after the village was incorporated by the territory legislature in 1833. In 1837 the University of Michigan

moved from Detroit because of the availabildf/land, namely the forty acres donated free of charge to

the State of Michigan for the University by the Ann Arbor Land Company. The Michigan Central Railroad
arrived in 1839 providing a passenger and freight link to Detroit and the United States folldge and
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economy. The economy was primarily based on providing services, storage, and supplies to the
surrounding farms, as well as on real estate aghl services commonly associated with a county seat.
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north and south along Main Street and east and west along Huron Street. It soon extended along Fourth

and FifthAvenues, as well as along Ashley Street (formerly Second Street) and Packard Stre@51,
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By this time tle Fourth and Fifth Avenues district was rapidly developing as a residential neighborhood.
A plat map dated 1854 depicts houses on many, although not all, of the properties along South Fourth
and Fifth Avenues as well as along Packard Street. Sevehnallafger platted properties along the east

side of South Fifth Avenue were already divided into smaller parcels. Accompanying outbuildings
(generally small barns and carriage houses) are shown at the rear of some of the properties, particularly
those alang the western side of South Fourth Avenue. These outbuildings were accéssed alley

cutting through the center of the block. This alley remains and is one of the few residential alleys in the
downtown area.

The earliest extant houses in the distrivere constructed during the period from the 1830s through the

1850s and were associated with some of the early settler families of Ann Arbor. A few are highlighted

here. The Clayton Gaskell house at 415 South Fifth Avenue was constructed about 183&nedk

Revival architectural style. Hiram Beakes inherited the property and enlarged the house in 1859. Hiram
Beakes was the Mayor of Ann Arbor from 1873 to 1875 and lived in the house until the late 1890s. He

was also Probate Judge of Washtenaw Coufity il KS My Tna® | A& RIdAKGISNI I YR
(no relation) also lived in the house. Samuel Beakes was the first ward alderman, and then mayor from
Myyymmydpnd® IS gla FOGABGS Ay 201t LREAIGAQHSI O0SAY:

! Plat of Ann Arbor, 1824.
0. W. Stephenson, Ph.Bwnn Arbor: The First Hundred Yedi®7, (433).
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treasurer, and was the editor of the Democratic oriented Ann Arbor Argus. The William Wines house at

120 Packard Street was constructed in 1848. Mr. Wines was the operator of a lumber mill in Ypsilanti,

and the founder of Wines and Worden clothingsiness. In the 1870s the house was sold to Nelson
{GNRPY3IS FTY2GKSNI ! yy | ND2NJ LA 2y SSNI grket. i1 Reah (0 (0 2
was one of the founders of the Argo Milling Company and built the Argo Power house in 1903. He also
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World War |. His daughter Elizabeth Dean left two million dollars to the City of Ann Arbor in 1964 for
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indicates that albut two lots have been developed. The neighborhood extended west to South Main

Street and north towards East Liberty Street. The northern boundary was defined by the commercial
buildings creeping south along Main Street, and by the former jail site etv@uth Fourth and Fifth

Avenues on East Liberty Street. The area to the east of the neighborhood was less densely populated,

and the area south of Packard Street was undeveloped beyond those properties on the plateau
immediately south of Packard Street.

From this time period to the first decades of thew2€entury, much construction took place in the
YSAIKO2NK22R® | 2dzaSa 6SNB Y2RAFASRY &adzOK | a (GKS I
Other houses were replaced by larger and more fashionablesés of the time as well as by more
economical kit houses. These include many of the houses identified in this report. Later, changes to the
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automobiles becae more prevalent. The one exception in the neighborhood is the barn located at 215
Packard Street, which was modified and added onto to accommodate cars instead of being replaced.
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bushes scattered throughout the district and a few mature trees also remain from the latentSearly

20n century period.

Ethnicity in the District

Ann Arbor was initially settled by people coming from New York and othéereastates. The number

increased substantially with the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825. A large influx of German immigrants,
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of Jonathan Henry Manand his wife, the number of German immigrants arriving in Ann Arbor steadily
increased throughout the ¥9century. In 1880 the census showed that one out of every nine residents

2F 1yy I ND2NJ 61 & DSNX¥IYymo2Nyo® . @& (K*ihee Gakmas ! yy
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0S02YS odzaAySaa St RS Na&stgroyhiRentaeitedts. Ehir nanfe$ includes I Qa
Eberbach, Hutzel, Staebler, Mack, Schmid, Luick, Herz, Wagner, Haller, Haarer, Koch, Wurster, Muehlig,

% Jonathan MarwilA History of Ann Arbpd 987, (61).



Schumacher, Arnold, Weinmann, Goetz, Bach, Fischer, Schlenker, George, Mann, Fritz, Walz and many
others. Athough the majority of Germans lived west of Main Street in what is now called the Old West
Side, some early and prominent families resided in the district, including the Haller, Mann, Schmid,
Stampfler, Wagner, and Walz families. The Muehligs and Eleslaae associated with properties in the
William Street Historic District, immediately north of the district.

Some of the German families within the neighborhood attended the Bethlehem Evangelical Church, the
largest physical evidence of the German preseimcthe proposed district. The church then was central

to German identity, which was reinforced later with the establishment of Muehlig Funeral Home in the

old Jacobs mansion at Fourth and William in 1928. The Bethlehem congregation had previously been
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came to Ann Arbor from Basel, Switzerland in 1833. In 1875 Pastor Schmid and some congregation
members split off to form Zion Lutheran Church. The Bethleheng@gation under the leadership of

Pastor John Neumann hired Detroit architect Richard Rasemann to design the Richardsonian
Romanesque style building with Gothic features which was constructed of native fieldstone. The
building was completed in 1895 withdhdedication in January, 1896. This was approximately twenty

years after the congregation first purchased the land and built a parsonage. A parish hall was
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designed by Ralph W. Hammett. The congregation also provided a German speaking school in the late
1800s through the first decade of the 1900s. The scheohtme bilingual in 1906.

The Bethlehem congregation owned at least two other houses standing in the district. The house at 432

South Fourth, constructed in 1924, served as a parsonage during the first half of dheei2@iry,

housing the Reverends GustavS dzY' Yy O MdHRnTTIMpHY VLT ¢KS2 { OKYIFtS o
OmMpnT T MpppLP® LG sla A2ftR AY MpppP® ¢KS Kz2dzaS |
Fredericka Mayer in the 1910s and they lived there until 1929 when it was deeded to the chinech.

church still owns the property today.

Other homes in the district occupied by those of German descent include: 515 South Fifth (George

Haller, 187§M dbmMn 0T pnc {2dziK CAFGK 06! t6SNJ ¢ . NHzS3ASTE =
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The expansion of the University of Michigan

The University of ithigan arrived in Ann Arbor in 1837 and settled on land situated several blocks to
the east of the district. In 1841 it opened its doors to students for the first time. The first of many
significant growth spurts occurred in the 1850s and 1860s, afwrry{Philip Tappan was hired as
president in 1852. In 1865 the University of Michigan had the largest enrollment in the United States at
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approach, the university stopped providing room and board for students in 1852 and asked the local
residents to open up their homes to house students. This arrangement prbeididitional income for

many local families throughout the city.
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have been invariably linked. The university spawned several building booms that egpéme

university and the city at the same time. During thd #d early 28 centuries, the city raised money

through bonds and donations to construct university buildings. Several times, especially after the Civil

War, World War |, and World War large influxes of students created housing shortages. Residents

were asked to build on their vacant lots to accommodate the need.

During the second half of the 1@entury, the University of Michigan developed its School of Medicine
and University Hospls. Begun in 1850, the School of Medicine became one of the better known
programs in the United States. The University was also the first such school to establish a teaching
hospital on campus in B3. Between 1875 and 1945, at the same time as the io@grogram and
hospital/clinical program grew, Ann Arbor played host to seventeen private hospitals scattered around
the downtown ared. All were housed in modified private homes. The hospitals served as a place for
patients to go if they needed carddt could not be obtainecit home One of these hospitals was
located at 416 South Fifth Avenue and was known as the Bifratth Private Hospital. After serving as

a private residence for almost 50 years, this stately Greek Revival was used by DsB@ett and

Dean Smith, who moved their practice there from 721 East Washington. At the north end of Fourth
Avenue,the Jacobs mansion also served as the private hospital of Dr. Lynds until 1918, just before it
0SOIYS adzsSKfAIQa Cdyh$heWiliam SEeétdHistgre BistractA G dzk G S

By 1900 Ann Arbor had a population of 14,509 and the University of Michigan had 3,441 students and

166 faculty members. In 1903 the university acquired additional land to expand and both the city and
school wereSELISNA SY OAy3d o6dzZAf RAY3d 022Y40 CN}YyOAa | I YAT
lived at 427 South Fifth Avenue during this time. He served as an alderman for the First Ward, and
developed Hamilton Place located to the rear of his home just outdideetstern boundary of the

proposed district. The development included tightly packed houses constructed close to the street. The
1920s also reflected the increased growth for the city and university.

As in many neighborhoods near the university campaisnumber of properties in the district
accommodated the growing numbers of University students and faculty, primarily by families taking in
boarders. For example, Mrs. Allmendinger took in a number of tenants in her property at 414 South
Fourth Avenue. Asarly as the 1910s the house at 445 South Fifth Avenue was taking in boarders as
well. Mrs. Hughes had tenants at 441 South Fifth Avenue that included students and faculty at the
University of Michigan. In fact, many of the homes in the district acconateodone or more boarders.

* Joseph A. FirsingePassporto Ann Arboy 1965.
*DNJ OS { KIF Ol YlYysS &c¢ KABn ArbNgOBderieMar¢had04IA G £ 9 NI d¢
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After World War 1l the composition of the district began to change. Some of the early German families
moved out of the district while others remained through the 1970s and later. Ann Arbor and the
University of Michigan were god SR F2NJ L2 aldmnél NJ INRGGKOD al y& Y2NE
district rented rooms to returning war veterans enrolling at the university. In the 1960s increasingly

more houses in the district became rental units catering to the university comynurithese houses,

like those that remained as single family dwellings, have maintained their original residential
appearance and character.

Architectural Styles in the District

The architeatral stylesfound in theFourth and Fifth AvenuBlistoric distret represent theprogression

of styles popular during the period beginnifrgm the earliest days of settlement through tH®20s.
Beginning in the 1830s settlers in the area brought their architectraditions from the eastern United
States,where the GreekRevival styleof architecture was dominant. The styleasvone of the first
popular Romantic stylesn the areas of the United States being settled from about 1830 to 1860.
tends to mimic classical Greek temple fronts, wggibled or hipped roaf with a low pitch, a cornice

band with wide trim, front doorsurrounded by narrow sidelightand a transom above the door. The
district contains a number of outstanding examples of the Greek Revival style, including 426 South
Fourth Avenue and 415, 43337, and 450 South Fifth Avenue and 120 Packard (which also exhibits
Italianatestyle detailing added later).

The district also contains a number of buildings constructed in styles associated with the Victorian
period. Popular from the 1860s through th®0s, these styles include Italianate, Queen Anne, and
Richardsonian Romanesque. The Queen Anne style in particular was popular to construct because of the
plentiful supply of lumber in Michigan and the growing number of mills able to produce standard size

f dZYo SNE Ay OfdzZRAYy3I HENRQaE yR RSO2NI GABS StSySyidao
shingles, doors, molding, and ornamentation that were located in the area now known as Kerrytown. A
lumber yard was also situated just south of the distteginning at this time. The profession of
architecture was growing, and pattern books were available to show how to build these houses.
Examples of the Queen Anne style can be found at 417, 442 and 445 South Fourth Avenue, 419 and 445
South Fifth Avenue,® East Jefferson Street and 306 Packard Street.

The Italianate style with its cubie massing, lower pitched roofs, brackets aodnd arch top and
Palladian windows is also represented in the district. fdé@anate style was morlikely to be expresd
in masonryconstructon accompanied byecorativewood trim and porches.The houseat 430 South
Fourth Street is an example using frame construction and wood siding.

Made popular in the late 1800s by Boston architect Henry Hobson Richardson, thedRictizn
Romanesque style was most popular for civic building such as city halls and post offices, as well as
NEf AIA2dza a0 NHzOGdzZNBad wiA OKFNRaA2yQa RSaAdya 2F GKS
Church in Boston were noted for the usEheavy masonry and large Roman arches for openings. There

® Lela DuffAnn Arbor Yesterday4962, (31).
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is one example of Richardsonian Romanesque in the district. It is the Bethlehem Church at 423 South
Fourth Street, which was designed by Detroit architect Richard Rasemann. An anchor builblieg vis
throughout the neighborhood, the church has native fieldstone walls. Although patterned after

WA OKI NRaz2yQa RSaAdyaszs GKS INOKAGSOG Ffaz2 AyO2NLRN
of Richardsonian Romanesque and Gothic Revivalsstydother example of this style in Ann Arbor is

the former Michigan Central Railroad Depot (now the Gandy Dancer restaurant).

The turn of the 20th century brought more variety in the architecture of the neighborhood. The
Colonial Revival style becameeoaf the most popular styles throughout the United States, developing
FNRY Iy AyGSNBad Ay Fftf GKAy3a O2ft2yAlft | FGSNJ GKS
Packard is an example of the style with Doric porch columns and cornice getilitme district also has

two Dutch Colonial Revival examples, a common variation of the style. These are found at 441 and 500
South Fifth Avenue, the latter being constructed of brick.

Although the Colonial Revival style continues well into the 20th ggnuther styles begin to appear

adzOK |a ! Nla FyR /N¥FéGa odzy3artz2¢a FyR C2dzNJ { lj dz |
Defined by the wide overhanging eaves, exposed rafter tails, large porches, and wood trim, the styles

were developed in reaath to the increasing number of mass manufactured goods. Examples of the Arts

and Crafts Style in the district are found at 226 Packand, at 434 and36 South Fourth Avenue, a set

of twin houses. Architect Herman Pipp designed the example at 438 SéhtiA¥enue.

As noted above, three architects are represented in the district: Richard Rasemann, Ralph Hammett, and

I SNXYIFY tALIWID wAOKIFINR whkaSYSyy o606d wmyypoO ol & | I
DSNXYIYymn! YSNAOFY {SYAYINRB® | S @de¥é@n 1650 to51800 NEWA G | Y F
Swissborn Julius Hess. In addition to designing Bethlehem Evangelical Church in the district, he designed

a number of prominent Detroit buildings including the Harmonie Club (1894); the Hinz Building (1908);

and the Hemmeter Biding (1911). Ralph Hammett designed the 1933 addition to the Bethlehem
Evangelical Church. He was a professor at the University Of Michigan School Of Architecture from 1931

G2 wmMopcp® IS 3INIRdzZ G§SR FTNRBY GKS | yAQOSiMBMadard2F aAy
University. Before his arrival at the University of Michigan he taught at the University of Minnesota, the
University of Washington, and the lllinois Institute of Technology. His other Ann Arbor designs include

an addition to the First Congrational Church, the St. Andrews Episcopal Church chapel and parish hall,

and the Lutheran Student Chapel and Center, Trinity Lutheran Church, Lord of Light Lutheran Church,
YR &AS@OSNIt K2YSad IS RSAAIAYSR 'y | RAoktherkegpf G2 (0 K¢
House. In 197@)e authoredArchitecture in the United States: A Survey of Architectural Styles

Since 1776. Hamnett also lived in the 1840s Guy Beckley house on Pontiac Trail.

I SNXYIY tALL) omMmycynmdnpld 6 & elzhNdrchifegfural tiddle Ireniiidsy =  a A C
father, William Pipp. He came to Ann Arbor in 1891 after the death of his father. His brother Henry Pipp

was a contractor who was also trained by the father, and who came to Ann Arbor in 1892. Herman

t ALILIQa 2 bdateded B8 \WeStN@ashington in Ann Arbor. He designed the former Ann Arbor

City Hall (1907), the Nickels Arcade (1916), and the office building for Hoover Ball & Bearing Company.

He worked with Detroit architect George Mason on the Princess Hotel ionitgrOntario. He also
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byl Ayid2 I 62 YSyHutzel A91®.NB Barfog Nils he& dedignedl shouses for the
Olifphants and the Underdowns, as well as the golf course and country club building. He also designed
Alpha Chi Omega fraternity house. Within the district Pipp designed the house at 438 SiwBtrEdt

for Erwin Schmid.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT

Pursuant to PA 169 of 1970, as amended, and Chapter 103, Section 8:408 of Ann Arbor City Code, the
Study Committee shall be guided by the criteria for evaluation issued by the U.S. Secretary of the
Interior for inclusion of resources in the National Register of Historic Places. Fumt€032, the State

Historic Preservation Office, per Section 399.205 (3) of PA 169, adopted rules regarding local historic
district designation that every study comteie is required to follow. Those rules state that any local
historic district-single or multiple resource'shall follow" the criteria for listing in the national register.

To be considered eligible, a property must meet National Register requiremanégép integrity, and
significance, as described on the National Register website:

A Age and Integrity Is the property old enough to be considered historic (generally at least 50
years old) and does it still look much the way it did in the past?

A Significace. Is the property associated with events, activities, or developments that were
important in the past? With the lives of people who were important in the past? With significant
architectural history, landscape history, or engineering achievements?iDinege the potential
to yield information through archeological investigation about our past?

An eligible property must possess integrity and meet at least one of four criteria for significance:

GThe quality of significance in American history, architex; archeology, engineering, and culture is
present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:

A. that areassociated with eventshat have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history; or

B. that areassociated with the lives of persorsgnificant in our past; or

C. that embody the distinctive characteristicsf a type, period, or method of construction, drat
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, informatiomportant in prehistory or histong

The proposed Fourth and Fifth Avenue Historic District is significant under national register criteria A, B,
and C at the local level of significance. The period of significance for the district begins in 1838 with the
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constriction of the oldest extant house. It ends in 1941, the start of World War Il and the beginning of
the time when many of the early German families moved from the neighborhood.

Criterion Ab thai afe associated with events that have made a significant tidsution to the broad
LI GGSNYya 2F 2dzNJ KAal2NR dé

The proposed Fourth and Fifth Avenue Historic District lies along the southern edge of the original
village of Ann Arbor plat. It was the core of a residential neighborhood that evolved on the immediate
souh side of the downtown. Through its older homes, dik@ layout and street alley (present
between Fourth Ave and Main Street along the western boundary of the district), it reflects the period
during which early settlement of Ann Arbor by Yankees a$ ageby German immigrant families took
place. It contains the homes of a number of early city leaders.

New settlers built houses in the area as it was close to the growing business district. By 1856 there were
approximately twentytwo primary buildingsn the proposed district with only ten vacant lots. The 1890
.ANRQA 9@8S OASg aKz2ga GKS fFyR Ay (KSBedkidhdueda SR RA
at 415 South Fifth Avenue was constructed by Clayton Gaskell about 1838. Gaskell widg darkee
settler. Hiram Beakes then inherited the property and enlarged the house in 1859. Hiram Beakes was
the Mayor of Ann Arbor from 1873 to 1875 and lived in the house until the late 1890s. He was also
Probate Judge of Washtenaw County in thed® His daughter and sémlaw, Samuel Beakes (no
relation) also lived in the house. Samuel Beakes was the first ward alderman, and then mayor from
18881890. He was active in local politics, being chair of the county Democratic Party, serving as city
treasurer, and was the editor of the Democratic orien#an Arbor ArgusProbably due to the housing

crisis after World War | the house was converted into apartments in the 1920s, one of the earliest
conversions in the proposed district.

The William Wies house at 120 Packard Street was constructed in 1848. Wines was the operator of a
lumber mill in Ypsilanti, and the founder of Wines and Worden clothing business. In the 1870s the

house was sold to Nelson Strong, another Ann Arbor pioneer who saddhistsorin-law Sedgewick

Dean, a grocer. In 1902 Dean was one of the founders of the Argo Milling Company and built the Argo
Power house in 1903. He also owned Dean & Co., aclagh retail and wholesale store that operated

between the Civil War and/orld War I. His daughter Elizabeth Dean left two million dollars to the City

2F Lyy I NDB2NJ AY wmpcecn F2N) aGKS LISNLISGdzr £ OF-NBX YI 7
26y SR LINPLISNIASE d¢

433 South Fifth was constructed in the 1850s, with an0$&@&modeling. It was constructed by Sidney
Clarkson, an early Ann Arbor settler, whose family was instrumental in establishing the Episcopal Church
of Ann Arbor. This house was converted to apartments by 1940. Also constructed in the 1850s, the
Ditz/Seampfler house at 450 South Fifth Avenue was probably built by Uri Bassett who purchased the
property for $100 in 1849. Bassett was a teacher at the Old Academy formerly located at the northwest
corner of Fourth Avenue and William Street. He sold the édasFranklin Wilcox in 1856 for $500.
Joseph Ditz, a tailor, purchased the house in 1860, and the Ditz family and their descendants, the
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Stampfler family, lived in the house until at least the 1960s, one of many German families living in the
neighborhood

Criterion B &XG K 0 I NB | aa20A1 GSR gAGK (GKS fA@Sa 2F LISNAE?2

The district contains the homes of several prominent Ann Arbor citizens, and is the strongest remaining
physical connection to their lives and contributions. ThekélilBeakes House at 415 South Fifth

| @Sy dzS Aa aa20AF0SR gAdGK (g2 2F !yy | Nb2NRa LI a
Beakes was the Mayor of Ann Arbor from 1873 to 1875 and lived in the house from 1859 until the late
1890s. He was alsodbate Judge of Washtenaw County in the 1870s. His daughter anith-tom,

Samuel Beakes (no relation) also lived in the house. Samuel Beakes was the First Ward alderman, and
then mayor from 1888.890. He was active in local politics, being chair ottthenty Democratic Party,

serving as city treasurer, and was the editor of the Democratic orieAtedArbor Argus.

427 South Fifth Avenue was the home of Francis M. Hamilton until his death in 1914 at the age of 75.
According to the 1880 Census, FrancisHdmilton aged 41 was living in Ann Arbor as a school teacher

at 444 East Huron Street with his wife Josephine, 34,kia8 old son named Walter M. Hamilton and
several other tenants.He was the First Ward alderman before becoming mayor of Ann Arbor f
19051907. Hamilton Place nearby was developed by and named after him. He also built many houses
on William, Fifth and North University. He gave the University of Michigan a fountain located at North
University and State Street. He was seen asrdexppublic official.

433 South Fifth Avenue was the home of Herbert Slauson from 1905 through the 1930s. Slauson was a
longtime superintendent of the Ann Arbor Public Schools and has a school named after him, Slauson
School.

Criterion C oXthat embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individdasidi A Yy OG A 2 Yy @€

The district contains concentrations of Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and Italianate style houses,
NELINBASY Gl GABS 2F (GKS RA&GNR OGS e=aatunS datdr defldcémént Ay K
houses were constructed in the Colonial Rakildutch Colonial Revival, and Arts and Crafts styles.

Two buildings in the proposed district are architect designed. Bethlehem Church, located at 423 South
Fourth Avenue and constructed in 1895, was designed by Detroit architect Richard Rasemann in the
Romanesque Revival style with Gothic influences. A 1933 addition was designed by Ralph W. Hammet.
The Erwin E. Schmid house at 438 South Fifth Avenue was designed by architect Herman Pipp in the Arts
and Crafts Style.

CONCLUSION

The committee recommendhat the proposed Fourth and Fifth Avenue Historic District be designated
by the Ann Arbor City Council as a local historic district. The district is significant for the physical link it
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maintains to the early settlement period of Ann Arbor, for its agstm with German life in Ann Arbor
and association with several Ann Arbor civic and political leaders.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photograph 1¢ East sideof Fifth Avenue looking south, February, 2010

Photograph 2¢ West side of Fourth Avenue looking south, February, 2010
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