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Identification and Residence Verification Requirements: 
Listings of Acceptable Documents 

 

The following lists the types of documents voters can use to satisfy 1) the identification and 
residence verification requirements associated with the “provisional balloting process” and 2) the 
federal identification requirement imposed on first-time mail registrants.  

Provisional balloting identification requirement:  A voter who does not appear on the QVF list 
who wishes to vote a provisional ballot must identify himself or herself as a part of the 
provisional balloting process (see Step Three of the Four-Step Procedure form).  To satisfy the 
identification requirement, the voter can show: 

• A Michigan driver’s license.  OR 

• A Michigan personal identification card.  OR 

• Any other type of government issued identification card which shows the voter’s photo.  OR 

• An identification card issued by a Michigan university or college which shows the voter’s 
photo. 

Provisional balloting residency verification:  In addition to the above, a voter who does not 
appear on the QVF list who wishes to vote a provisional ballot must show documentation to 
confirm that he or she currently resides in the precinct (see Step Three on the Four-Step 
Procedure form).  To satisfy the residence confirmation requirement, the voter can show: 

• A Michigan driver’s license that lists the voter’s address in the precinct.  OR 

• A Michigan personal identification card that lists the voter’s address in the precinct.  OR 

• Any other type of government issued photo identification card that lists the voter’s address 
in the precinct.  OR 

• A photo identification card issued by a Michigan university or college that lists the voter’s 
address in the precinct. 

If the voter is unable to satisfy the residence confirmation requirement by showing one of the 
above listed documents, the voter can show one of the alternative documents listed below.  If the  

 



 
voter must rely on one of the following alternative documents to confirm his or her residence 
address in the precinct, the voter must be issued an “envelope” ballots as explained in the Four-
Step Procedure form instructions. 

• A current utility bill that contains the voter’s name and address in the precinct (see 
examples below).  OR 

• A current bank statement that contains the voter’s name and address in the precinct (see 
examples below).  OR 

• A current paycheck or government check that contains the voter’s name and address in the 
precinct (see examples below).  OR 

• Any other government document that contain the voter’s name and address in the precinct 
(see examples below). 

Federal identification requirement imposed for first-time mail registrants:  Federal law 
stipulates that a voter who has never voted in Michigan who chooses to register by mail must 
satisfy an identification requirement.  To satisfy the identification requirement, the voter can: 

• Accurately enter his or her state issued driver’s license number, personal identification card 
number or the last four digits of his or her Social Security Number where requested on the 
mail-in voter registration form.  OR 

• Send one of the following forms of identification when mailing the mail-in voter registration 
form to his or her county or local clerk:  a copy of any current and valid photo identification 
(see examples below) or a copy of a paycheck, government check, utility bill, bank statement 
or a government document which lists his or her name and address (see examples below). 

If a voter subject to the new federal identification requirement does not meet the requirement 
when registering, the voter must present one of the above listed documents before voting in the 
first election in which he or she wishes to participate.  The federal identification requirement 
does not apply if: 

1) The voter hand delivers his or her mail registration form to the county or local clerk’s office; 
OR 

2) The voter is disabled; OR 

3) The voter is eligible to vote under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting 
Act. 
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 Examples of Acceptable Photo Identification 
(Document Must Be Current and Valid; 

Listing Applies to 
Federal ID Requirement Only) 

 

 

Driver’s license with photo (any state) 

Personal identification card with photo (any state) 

Government issued photo identification card 

Passport 

Student identification card with photo 

Credit or automated teller card with photo 

Military identification card with photo 

Employee identification with photo 

Tribal identification with photo 

 

  

 Examples of Acceptable Paychecks, Government Checks, Utility 
Bills and Bank Statements 

(Must Contain Voter’s Name and Address) 
 

 

A paycheck or paycheck stub from any employer issued within the last year 

A Social Security Administration check statement issued within the last year 

Government or military paycheck or paycheck stub issued within the last year 

Tax return check or check statement issued by the IRS or the State of Michigan 
within the last year 

A gas, telephone, electric, water, cable or other utility bill issued within the last 
year 

A statement from a bank or credit union dated within the last year 
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 Example of Acceptable  Government Documents 
(Must Contain Voter’s Name and Address) 

 

 

Vehicle registration 

Electronic Benefit Transaction (EBT) card 

Department of Social Services (DSS) card 

Insurance card issued pursuant to a government administered or subsidized health 
insurance program such as Medicare or Medicaid 

Veteran’s identification card 

Lease agreement provided under a public housing program or subsidized housing 
program 

Public housing identification card 

Tuition statement or bill from a public college or university 

Correspondence or a bill received from a federal, state or local government 

Discharge certificate, release papers, pardon, or other official document issued to 
the voter in connection with the resolution of a criminal case, indictment, sentence 
or other matter, in accordance with state law 

Discount card issued by a public transportation authority or a provider to senior 
citizens or persons with disabilities 

Marriage license 
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Appendix M  
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
Q: What is an Election Inspector? 
A: Election inspectors (a.k.a. election workers or poll workers) are individuals 

who are paid to assist voters at the polls on Election Day.  A City of Ann Arbor 
election inspector must be a registered voter of Washtenaw County. They 
cannot be a challenger, candidate, member of a candidate’s immediate family 
or a member of the local Board of Canvassers.  Anyone convicted of a felony 
or an elections crime may not serve either. 
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Q: What is the rate of pay for election inspectors? 

2 A: Election inspectors receive $8.00 per hour.  Floaters are paid $8.50 per hour, 
while Chairpersons are compensated $11.25 per hour.  The City of Ann Arbor 
pays workers to attend all training sessions. 

 
Q: What are Floaters? 
A: Floaters are election inspectors who can be moved from their initial precinct 

assignment.  Even on Election Day we may instruct a floater to drive to 
another precinct to work. 
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Q: Is the precinct Chairperson the boss? 
A: No.  All workers are equally responsible for the work conducted at the polls.  

This is why you will be signing documents in the morning and evening along 
with the Chairperson.  Having a Chairperson does not relieve you of any 
responsibility.  The Chairpersons duty is to attend a meeting prior to Election 
Day.  At this meeting, the Chairperson will pick up the precinct packet and 
verify everything is in order within the packet.  We might impart some last 
minute information that the Chairperson needs to share with his/her co-
workers prior to the opening of the polls.  The Chairperson must make sure 
he/she arrives on time at the precinct (with the packet) so the precinct 
workers can prepare the precinct for the opening of the polls.  It is the final 
responsibility of the Chairperson to make sure the precinct packet and 
election documents return back to the City Clerk’s Office at the end of 
Election Day. 
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Q: How can I assess if I have a good Chairperson? 
A: A good Chairperson encourages teamwork.  Decisions by consensus impart 

responsibility onto all election workers.  The best Chairperson is a person 
who can prepare all of his/her workers to be future Chairpersons.  In other 
words, a Chairperson has done his/her job well when (for whatever reason) 
he/she cannot work an election and a co-worker voluntarily comes forth to 
replace him/her for that election as the precinct Chairperson. 
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Q: Where will I be assigned? 
A: All new workers must be willing to work at any City of Ann Arbor precinct we 

assign them to work.  If you live outside the City of Ann Arbor proper, please 
be aware that you will NOT be working at your voting precinct (nor very close 
to home).  Furthermore, you should understand that Ann Arbor mailing 
addresses do not necessarily reflect what jurisdiction you live in.  Many 
townships surrounding the City of Ann Arbor have Ann Arbor mailing 
addresses but are NOT in the City of Ann Arbor. 
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Q: Why can’t I work at the precinct that I want to work at? 
A: Many people want to work at the same precinct; however, we only need 3 to 8 

workers per precinct (3 for small elections and 8 for Presidential Elections).  
In addition, we must have at least one Democrat and one Republican at each 
precinct.  In addition, we must balance the number of Democrats and 
Republicans at each precinct.  For example, if we have 8 election inspectors 
at a precinct and 4 are Democrats, then we must try to have 4 Republican 
workers.  Inspectors who continue to work gain seniority over others who 
want to work at particular precincts, within the constraint of 
Democrat/Republican balancing.  With this in mind, we do an admirable job in 
assigning individuals to precincts that are very reasonable for them. 
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Q: Can I work part time? 
A: No.  Only in limited circumstances do we hire part-time election workers.  For 

example, if we hire a student election inspector (16 or 17 year old), they are 
constrained by Federal labor law to work no more than 10 hours in a day.  In 
rare instances, we allow veteran election inspectors to work part time.  But 
these individuals have provided us with many years of service and have 
extenuating circumstances that we can accommodate. 
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Q: What are the hours of work on Election Day? 
A: All workers must arrive at their assigned precinct no later than 6:00 AM and 

will work until the paperwork is completed at the end of the evening – we 
estimate for this election that might be 10:00 PM.  Election inspectors are 
entitled (and encouraged) to take 2 one-hour paid breaks on Election Day. 
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Q: If I am NOT working at my voting precinct then how can I vote? 
A: We encourage election inspectors to obtain an absentee voter (AV) ballot.  In 

an emergency, any election worker could be asked to move to another 
precinct.  In addition, we want election workers to be fresh and alert when 
they are working.  This means workers should eat and rest during their breaks 
and not get on long lines to vote.  If you are a registered voter of the City of 
Ann Arbor then you should call 994-2725 to apply for an AV ballot.  If you are 
a registered voter of any other jurisdiction within Washtenaw County then you 
must contact your local clerk. 
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Q: How can I find out what jurisdiction I am registered to vote in? 

11 A: You can start by calling the County Clerk’s Office (222-6730).  Ask them 
where you are registered to vote.  Once you are told your jurisdiction, make 
sure to get the telephone number of your Clerk’s Office. 

 
Q: I don’t have my own transportation is that a problem? 
A: Yes.  We cannot guarantee what your precinct assignment will be on Election 

Day.  If you rely upon AATA buses, they do not run early enough for you to 
arrive at the precinct by 6:00AM, nor do AATA buses run after 10:00PM when 
you might still be working at your precinct.  You must have your own reliable 
transportation.  We cannot arrange transportation for you. 
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Q: Where can I park near my assigned precinct on Election Day? 
A: Most City precincts have a free parking lot adjacent to the building.  Workers 

assigned to precincts in downtown area or on the U-M campus will be 
provided parking permits to City meters and/or U-M parking lots.  You should 
have no problem finding parking at any precinct. 
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Q: Why can’t I work with my spouse? 
A: Again, we cannot guarantee precinct assignments.  You should assume that 

you will not be working together on Election Day.  If things should work out 
that we can schedule you to work close to (or with) your spouse, then you will 
be pleasantly surprised. 
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Q: Why do I have to declare a political party preference? 
A: Notice this is not political party “affiliation” but preference.  No political party 

membership is required.  Many situations during Election Day require two 
individuals with different political party preferences to complete the task.  
Consequently, we must know before Election Day that we have staffed the 
precincts with individuals who have different political party preferences.  In 
addition, as we mentioned in question , Michigan state election law requires 
that we have at least one Democrat and one Republican at each precinct as 
well as balance the two as equally as possible.  Please note, the only choices 
available are those listed on the application.  To qualify as an election 
inspector, an individual MUST chose only one of the listed political parties as 
his/her preference. 

15 

 
Q: What is a “firm” commitment to work an election? 
A: The box on the bottom of the 2nd page of your Election Inspector 

Application provides further detail.  When an individual accepts an 
appointment (whether in writing or orally) to be an election inspector for a 
specific election, this is a “firm” commitment.  We must assure our voters that 
on Election Day they will be able to cast their ballots. This requires election 
inspectors fulfill their commitment to work at the polls except in an 
emergency.  If you renege on your commitment, you will be required to submit 
a written documentation verifying your emergency or be subject to a 
misdemeanor penalty under Michigan election law [MCL§168.931 (1)(g)]. 
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 Q: When can I make a “firm” commitment to work an election? 
A: Our experienced (“not new”) election inspectors are asked to make a “firm” 

commitment starting 60 days before an election.  Workers can either email us 
at recruiters@A2gov.org or call our 24-hour message line, 996-3240, to 
make their “firm” commitment to work an election.  By Michigan election law, 
we must finalize our precinct election boards no later than 21 days before an 
election. 
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Q: Do I have to complete a W-4 Form? 
A: No.  The coverage threshold amount for election officials and election workers 

is $1,400 for 2008.  A coverage threshold is an amount of earnings that 
triggers coverage under the Social Security program.  Earnings below the 
threshold are not taxable under Social Security nor do such earnings count 
toward future benefits.  Since City of Ann Arbor election inspectors earn well 
under that threshold in any given year, the City does not withhold payroll 
taxes from your earnings. 
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Q: Will I receive a W-2 Form to file with my income tax returns? 
A: Generally, election inspectors do not receive W-2 forms from the City.  In the 

rare situation that an election inspector earns $600 or more from the City of 
Ann Arbor within a calendar year, the City will mail a W-2 form to that 
individual 
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Q: Are earnings as an election official taxable? 
A: Yes.  While the City does not deduct payroll (FICA & Medicare) or income 

taxes (either federal or state) from election inspector’s pay, election worker 
earnings are subject to both state and federal income taxes.  Since you will 
probably not receive a W-2 form from the City (see FAQ #19), you do need to 
save your paycheck stubs to keep track of your calendar year earnings.  You 
should consult with a tax advisor regarding your specific financial situation. 
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Q: Do I get paid for training? 
A: We will pay you for your training for an election you make a “firm 

commitment” to work.  Sometimes individuals attend a training class for their 
own edification even though they are not planning to work at the upcoming 
election.  We commend these individuals but do not pay them for this 
unnecessary training.  Similarly, we do not pay election inspectors that insist 
on attending the identical class twice in an election cycle. 
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Q: When will I get paid? 

22 A: Generally, paychecks (including any training for that election) are mailed to 
election inspectors on the 3rd Friday (13 days) following an election. 

 
Q: Can I pick up my paycheck? 
A: Absolutely.  If you designate on your timesheet at the precinct on Election 

Day that you want to “pick up” your paycheck, your check will be withheld 
from automatic mailing.  Assuming you designate “pick up”  on your 
timesheet, your paycheck will then be available for pickup starting at NOON 
on the 3rd Friday (13 days) following an election. 
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Q: Is there a dress code to work at the polls? 
A: There is no official dress code.  However, as an election inspector you do 

represent the City of Ann Arbor and should wear appropriate clothing that 
reflects the high degree of professionalism that is expected of an election 
official. 
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Q: Is there a code of conduct that I should be aware of? 
A: Absolutely.  First of all, there is a level of conduct that you should assume 

because you are an election official.  Any conduct that violates the federal 
Voting Rights Act (1965), Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and 
Handicapped Act (1984), Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act (1986), National Voter Registration Act (1993), Help America 
Vote Act (2002), or the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott 
King Voting Rights Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act (2006) is 
prohibited.  In addition, as a contract employee for the City of Ann Arbor you 
are subject to the City’s code of conduct as detailed in the Human 
Resources Policies & Procedures, Employee Standards of Conduct (Policy 
#2.1).  The City’s Policies & Procedures is available for review at the City 
Clerk’s Office during office hours.  Remember, a good starting point is:  “Do 
not unto others what you would not have them do to you.” 
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