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WORKING SESSION - MARCH 13, 1995

The working session of the Ann Arbor Cty Council was called to order at 7:07
p.m inthe Cty Hall Council Chanber by Mayor Ingrid B. Shel don.

ROLL CALL COF COUNCI L

PRESENT : Counci | nenber s Tobi Hanna- Davi es, Patricia Ver een- D xon,
Pet er Fi nk, Jane Lumm Jean Carl berg, Hal don L. Smit h,
Peter N col as, Stephen C Hartwel |, Chri st opher Kol b,

Mayor Ingrid B. Shel don, 10.

ABSENT : Counci | nenber Elisabeth L. Daley, 1.

WEST AREA PLAN

Cty Planning Staff Menbers Wndy Ranpson and Andrea Brown reviewed the
conponents of the proposed West Area Plan and the process used to develop the
Pl an.

Counci| agreed to hear comments fromthe foll ow ng people:

John Kenzinger, 1717 W Huron River Dr., veteran, requested that
veterans be part of the planning process for a nmonunent at Veterans
Menori al Par k.

Al Raynond, nenber of the Wst Area Plan Commercial Corridor
Subcommittee, stated that Veterans Menorial Park is the center of
the west side's business and residential comunity and that the
conmittee did not nean to denigrate the park in any way.

Mar k Abernat he, owner of Site 3, located north of M 14 and adjacent
to Newport Road, stated that the recommended RLA zoni ng designation
and the word "rural" wused to describe the parcel are not
appropriate for the site. He requested a lowdensity zoning
designation consistent with other property adjacent to M 14 that
woul d al low 3 units per acre.

Karen Epstein, nenber of the Wst Area Plan Devel opnent/ Nat ural
Features Subcommittee, requested that the RLA zoning be naintained
for Site 3 to neet the Plan's recommended goals of natural features
preservation and | owdensity zoning north of M 14,

Linda Young, nenber of the Wst Area Plan Devel opnent/ Natural
Feat ures Subconmittee, spoke in favor of maintaining the RLA zoning
designation for Site 3.
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Ri chard Corpron, nenber of the Wst Area Plan Natural Features
Subcommi ttee, spoke in favor of the office and RID residential
zoning designations recommended for Site 18, located at the
sout hwest corner of Jackson and Wagner Roads, to allow a transition
from the comercial portion of the site to the residential
nei ghbor hood.

Agnes Kuebler, 263 Wstover Ave., spoke in favor the RID
resi dential zoning designation for Site 18 for affordabl e housing.

Mona Wl z, Pl anning Commi ssion Chair, stated that preservation of
the existing housing stock in the Cty, an objective of the
Conpr ehensi ve Housing Affordability Strategy, should be a goal of
t he proposed Wst Area Pl an.

Gary Lilley, representing the owner of Site 6, |ocated outside of
the M14 freeway ring south of MIller Avenue, stated that a
residential zoning designation is not practical for the site
because of the problematic and costly utility hookups. M. Lilley
spoke in favor of an office zoning designation for the site and
reported that a potential buyer has requested rezoning of the
parcel to office use.

Ms. Brown reported that, in response to |last week's public hearing, the issue
of a Veterans Menorial Park nonument wll be discussed at the next Park
Advi sory Commi ssion neeting and will involve input fromveterans groups.

Ms. Ranpson reported that reconmendations froma traffic study of the Newport/
Mapl e/ M 14  area, the Huron River Dr./N Main intersection, and the
M1l er/ Newport intersection will be subnitted as an anendnent to the Plan when
conpleted. M. Ranpson stated that the study will help develop a plan for the
roadway systemin the area and help in the review of site plans.

Counci | unani nously agreed that the nane "Veterans Park" appearing in the draft
plan be changed to "Veterans Menorial Park", that Site 6 be changed from a
residential to an office zoning designation, and that clarification be provided
for residential uses pernitted in an office zoning.

Further suggestions from Council nenbers for changes to the Plan included the
fol | owi ng:

Provide clarification regarding the wildlife corridor;

Move Priority Action Item N25 (ldentify all vacant G ty-owned
property in residential neighborhoods and deternmine the feasibility
of disposition to non-profit organizations to create affordable
housing) to the "First Year" section;

Make Priority Action Item NL2 (cluster housing ordinance) a top
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priority issue; and

Mai ntain residential zoning designations and encourage affordable
housing in areas intended for buffering residential neighborhoods,
and, if change is necessary, consider the |east intrusive use.

The Mayor requested that Council menbers consult with Planning staff concerning
changes to the proposed West Area Plan in preparation for proposing anendnents
during consideration of the plan.

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business to cone before Council, the Mayor declared the
neeting adjourned at 10:06 p.m

Janet L. Chapin
Acting Oerk of the Council
Recordi ng Secretary



